U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D.C. 20535 


May 8, 2023 


MR. NOAH SCHEER 


Dear Mr. Scheer: 


FOIPA Request No.: 1574103-000 
Subject: LEHMAN, HERBERT HENRY 


The FBI has completed its search for records subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) that 
are responsive to your request. The enclosed 630 pages of records were determined to be responsive to 
your subject and were previously processed and released. Please see the selected paragraphs below for 
relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for standard 
responses applicable to all requests. 


Iv 


In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are 
releasing documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your 
request fulfilled. Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially 
responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously processed material does 
not satisfy your request, you may request an additional search for records. Submit your 
request by mail to Initial Processing Operations Unit; Record/Information 
Dissemination Section; Information Management Division; Federal Bureau of 
Investigation; 200 Constitution Drive; Winchester, VA 22602. You may also email 
your response to foipaquestions@fbi.gov. Please include the FOIPA Request Number 
listed above in your correspondence. 


Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release 
of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that 
you want the additional records processed. Please submit your response within thirty (30) 
days to Initial Processing Operations Unit; Record/Information Dissemination 
Section; Information Management Division; Federal Bureau of Investigation; 200 
Constitution Drive; Winchester, VA 22602. You may also email your response to 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. Please include the FOIPA Request Number listed above in your 
correspondence. If we do not receive your decision within thirty (30) days of the date 
of this notification, your request will be closed. 


One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA). Although we retained a version of the records previously 
processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession. 


If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may 
file a FOIPA request with NARA at the following address: 


National Archives and Records Administration 
Special Access and FOIA 

8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500 

College Park, MD 20740-6001 


Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives 
and Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to 
the FOIA. You may file a request with NARA using the address above. Please reference 
the file numbers listed below in your correspondence: 


U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


r 


94-HQ-7 SER 231 

94-HQ-6 SER 1529 
94-HQ-49291 

62-HQ-90001 SER 179- 
ENCLP9; 229-ENCLP3 
100-HQ-3-7 SER 1544P45 
100-HQ-3-36 SER 88 
100-HQ-3-70-A SER DAILY 
WORKER 

100-HQ-3-75 SER 1114P10 
100-NY-7629-C SER 758 
100-NY-7629-D SER 167 
100-HQ-29447 SER 9 
100-HQ-87638 SER 186 
100-HQ-18610 SER 56P119 
100-HQ-338861 SER 59P23 
100-HQ-343001 SER 20P17 


Washington, D.C. 20535 


100-HQ-348063 SER 58 
100-HQ-348196-A SER NEW 
YORK TIMES; BOSTON 
POST; DAILY WORKER; 
WASH. POST AND TIMES 
HERALD; WASHINGTON 
EVENING STAR 
100-HQ-421901 SER 1- 
ENCLP42 

100-HQ-423395 SER 282 
100-HQ-429881 SER 1 
102-HQ-4-2 SER 6 
105-HQ-20183 SER 61- 
ENCLP22 

105-HQ-30965 SER 58 
105-HQ-53743 SER 62 
105-HQ-73760 SER 3 


One or more of the enclosed records were destroyed. Although we retained a version of 
the records previously processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer 
in our possession. Record retention and disposal is carried out under supervision of the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) , Title 44, United States Code, 
Section 3301 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 
44, United States Code, Section 3310 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal 


Regulations, Part 1229.10. 


Records potentially responsive to your request were destroyed. Since this material could 
not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. Record retention and 
disposal is carried out under supervision of the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) according to Title 44 United States Code Section 3301, Title 36 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Chapter 12 Sub-chapter B Part 1228, and 36 CFR 


1229.10. 


Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this 


release. 


Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to 
your request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2” 
includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party 
individuals. “Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also 
enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions. 


Additional information about the FOIPA can be found at www.fbi.gov/foia. Should you have 
questions regarding your request, please feel free to contact foipaquestions@fbi.gov. Please reference the 
FOIPA Request number listed above in all correspondence concerning your request. 


Please be advised that if you are seeking a new search for records, you may wish to narrow the 
scope of your request based on material that you have already received, e.g., timeframe or locality. 
Additionally, be advised that “unusual circumstances” may apply. See 5 U.S.C. § 552 (a)(6)(B)(iii). These 
“unusual circumstances’ will delay our ability to make a determination on your request within 20 days. See 5 
U.S.C. § 552 (a)(6)(B). Additionally, the payment of pertinent fees may apply to your request. See 5 U.S.C. § 
552 (a)(4)(A)(viii). The application of “unusual circumstances’ is not a determination of how the FBI will 
respond to your substantive request. 


If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this 
request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United 
States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an 
appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of this response to your request. If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 


You may seek dispute resolution services by emailing the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison at 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. The subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. You may also 
contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as 
follows: Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 
Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741- 
5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769. 


Sincerely, 


Denko!) 


Joseph E. Bender, Jr. 

Acting Section Chief 

Record/Information Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 


Enclosures 


FBI FOIPA Addendum 


As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum 
provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. 
Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your request seeks the listed 
information. Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs. 


Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 


(i) 


(ii) 


5 U.S.C. § 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]. FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements of the 
FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 


Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the FBI can 
neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to requests for 
records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of the 
existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption (b)(1) and/or would reveal 
intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response 
and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 


Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of any 
individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a 
(b)(7)(E), (j)(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny 
the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to FOIA exemption 
(b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]. This is a standard response and 
should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Confidential Informant Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of confidential 

informant records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and (b)(7)(F) [5 U.S.C.§ § 552 (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and 
(b)(7)(F)] and Privacy Act exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C.§ 552a (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of 
such records would reveal confidential informant identities and information, expose law enforcement techniques, and endanger 
the life or physical safety of individuals. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do 
not exist. 


Part 3: General Information: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


Record Searches and Standard Search Policy. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for 
reasonably described records by searching systems, such as the Central Records System (CRS), or locations where responsive 
records would reasonably be found. The CRS is an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, investigative, 
intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law enforcement, intelligence, and 
administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records of FB! Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, 
and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. The 
standard search policy is a search for main entity records in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not 
include a search for reference entity records, administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files. 


a. Main Entity Records — created for individuals or non-individuals who are the subjects or the focus of 
an investigation 

b. Reference Entity Records- created for individuals or non-individuals who are associated with a case 
but are not known subjects or the focus of an investigation 


FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this dual 
mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on every 
person, subject, or entity. 


Foreseeable Harm Standard. As amended in 2016, the Freedom of Information Act provides that a federal agency may 
withhold responsive records only if: (1) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest protected by one 
of the nine exemptions that FOIA enumerates, or (2) disclosure is prohibited by law (5 United States Code, Section 
552(a)(8)(A)(i)). The FBI considers this foreseeable harm standard in the processing of its requests. 


Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division provides 
Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal history records 
are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a listing of information taken 
from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal employment, naturalization, or 
military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History Summary Check. Forms and directions can 


be accessed at www. fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks. Additionally, requests can be submitted 
electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590. 


(b)(1) 


(b)(2) 


(b)(3) 


(b)(4) 


(b)(5) 


(b)(6) 
(b)(7) 


(b)(8) 


(b)(9) 


(d)(5) 


Le) 


(ky) 


(k)(2) 


(kK)G) 


(k\(4) 


(k)(5) 


(k)(6) 


(k)(7) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 
or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 
or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 


would be held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 


information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 


FBI/DOJ 
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MR, Edgar ,Hoover 


Washington,DC 


Brooklyn NY july the 31,1939 


MR, Hoover Gov,agent 
Dear sir 


Presuposeing it to be no News to you that the Catholic Churches are 
Stocking up with guns and amunation Getting Redy for the Revulution 
thats comeing Up as that in Spain Before the Revulution The catholic 
Churches and the Houses of Prostitution Called catholic Nunnries 
Was turned in to arcnals for Franko,are you so dum as not to know 
That the Catholic Churches now Has target Practis in the Basements of 
These so called Churches and are you Ripvanwinkles so dum in Washington 
as not to know that The catholic Churches Furnishes the Under world 
With guns and amination and that the italian Police Plans Robbries on 


their Beats these italians and Catholic irish Plans Roberys and Hold 
ups on their Beats This political Scunk that we now have for Mayor of 
new York is to Dum to Know that Roosevelt is to be our next pees cent 
say nothing a Bout Haveing Brains Enough to be Mayor of NYC, 
Mussolinis Mouth Oregons in this Country the Catholic Nena ad is Shore 
Layeing in a Suply of guns and amunation as thay done in Spain before 
the Spanish Revolution,are you going to Sit idaly by and see these 
Mussolinies Stock up with guns and armmation as these Birds did in 
Spain Before the Revolution,the Catholic Judges heare turns these 
Catholic Bunch Loose When these birds Gets Caught the catholic 

school Teachers are Setting up a Mussolinie Form of goverment Heare 
Dont Let these long Faced fakers of catholic Priests Fool you a Bout 
-Communist Line of Baloney the communist Has no Outside Help like the 
Catholic Church that is if you call it a Church, we call it Mussolinies 
Mouth Oregon in the U,S,A,?,,, 


Yours truly isaac Kibser, 


RECORDERS 
& 


INDEX™=D 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVaSTIGATION | 
AUG 1 1939 


U.S. BEPARTMENT OF X 
9 


Mr. Lester -... 
Brooklyn NY,August the 7,th,1959 = | mr. Lewier ... 
Mr. Nichols... 
MR,J,Edgar,Hoover Mr. Rosen .... 
Washington DC Mr. Sears .....! 
Dear sir Mr. Quinn Tam 
Miss Gandy....| 
The catholic Church is now Smuggling in arms and amination and] are........... 
Storeing it up for the Revulution thats comeing up as soon as 
Roosevelt is Out of the white House as President _,as these Birds wants 
7 to start a Revulution right after President Election in 1940,if 

a Roosevelt does not Serve another term,Before the Revulution in Spain 
The Catholic Churches and Other Undercover Orginizations Stocked up 
with Guns and large a Mount of amunation thay are now doing the same 


thing Heare These birds Has gown so far as to now Have target Practis 
in the Basement of these Undercover Orginizations,these Birds 
Furnishes Guns and amunation to the Underworld you can Have these 
irish Catholic Police Heare Get you a Gun if you put up the 100,Dolla 
Theres a Man that lives in a Neighbor,Hood of catholicts,By the. name 
Harold,Johnson,His address is 101.115,Street ,Richmond Hill, Queene: 
Brooklyn, GHe can tell you all you will want to Know a Bout the 
Target Practice Johnson is Not a Catholic if you interview Him do 
not send out a Dumbell or Other wise you will find out Nothing if its 
Done in the right way you will find the Church or arcinal or what 
Ever you are in the Habit of calling these so called Churches, 
There was Target practic Going on in the Basement and there was a 
police come in and Looked a Round and told the Old Priest to be 
Careful as there might be people liveing in the Neighbor Hood that 
was not Catholicts ,Notwithstanding the fact that its a Gainst the ~ 
_ Law to be in Posession of a Gun in NYC,The catholic Judge turns z 
catholicts loose on Different Charges it you dont think so Ask thy 
man Johnson at this address 
— Phis man Johnson is an Engineer in Brooklyn,and his Reckord is. oo 
Catholic Priest aranges Hold ups on their Beat by by Catholic Po 
Catholic Judges are in to Every kind of a Racket that Ever Existed 
Gun men Shoots and kills People and the Priest will sware in court 
That this man was at ete church at that time this Killing is 
oe a Bout 6,AM,The Catholics acts through Catholic Judges and oy 
police , 


Yours truly, 
O RECORDED, -"—"—"" 
isaac ,Kibser & frp Hf + 
INDEXE 
> 74, obr eee »&, Broadway ,M 


address Kimberly.Hotel, 


UL S, DEPARTMBNT OF 
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WR ,J,Edgar ,Hoover, 
Gov,agent, 
Washington,DC, 


Brooklyn NY Aug the 20,th,1939 


Mr J ,ndgar, Hoover 
Dear sir 


Well i Supose you are not so Dum as not to See at a Glance that Mussolin 
agents are at work in this Country Through Cardinal Spellman of NYC & 
Cardinal munderline of Chicago These Railroad accidents are Beaing 
Delibertly Carefuly Planed by these Ginnies that is Employed By the 
Railroads Companys The catholic Church Now is Beaing Filled up with 
Guns and amunation as was done in Spain before the Revolution,are you 
Dumbells in. washington Going to sit idaly by and see Jim Farley go to 
Visit the Pope before He can say if He will Suport Roosevelt for a 3, ra 
term,May we ask Who is Running this Country is it the Pope or is it you 


Ae 


blind artist,at washington,Railroad accidents are started to increase 
Theres a Reason why of course,Sence the Entire Track department is 
rum by a Buneh of Dagoes and Mussolinies Ginnies,and Catholic irish, 
sutch as John,Kielty.Roadmaster for the Lackwana, ’ whoes office is in’ 
hoboken,He has a track foreman by the name of John »Bernello,a Mussoli ni 
wOp This Ginnie is to Start in at once and Cause a "Lot of accidents on 
the Lackwana Railroad He is to Blow up the Bridge a Cross the Hackensack 
River on the Lackawana and the big Draw bridge on the Eria,Railroad a 
cross the Hackensack,River,not Far from Secockes thats the 3,rd Station 
out on the line from Hoboken Station ,Nothing but a Dago can get a Job 

as a Track foreman from these Catholic irishmen who is Roadmasters and 
does the Hireing of the track Foremen This irish Gentleman that was 
kicked out of Michigan as Governor by the Name of Murphy is in With 
This Overthrow Bunch of Mussolinies in this Country and are Operating 


at the Suggestion of Cardinal Spellman of NYC,Munderline Has laid out 

an accident on the Great Northern Just west of spokane washington 

for Mussolinies Ginnies to pull off,theres a Extremaly High Wooden 
Bridge a bout 3,Forth of a mile long at ST,Marries,Alberta to go up 
in Smoke soon This Bridge is 12,Miles West. ‘of Lethbridge, Alburta, 
Canada,at Diamond Lake swashington,. theres an accident comeing up on @ 
curve a Passenger train is to be Derailed and Run off in to the Lake 
where there is a Bout 40,FT,of water,this is to be done By the Ginnie 
track Gang,and foreman of the track, 
Mussolinies Trigger men now Has target practice in the Basement of 
Catholic So called Church see a Man by the Name of Harold Johnson 
Who Lives at 101-19,115,Street ,Richmond,Hill Brooklyn,He can give you 
@ll of the infermation Nessary to fond this arcinal,This man is at 7 
home at 150,PM,Every day if you want to interview him Dont send out a é 
Dumbell to interview this man ,Pretend to want to Buy property and 
then Have your Cockeyed Dumbell Spring the subject a Bout Catholic 
arcinals of Mussolinies::.Haveing Target practice,in Basements of these 
Churches,dont Overlook AL,Smith of NYC as he Often visits Cardinal 
Spellman of NYC of late for tiping off out side infermation from this 

_ Undercover ,Orginization,as Jim farley called aL,smith se ay 

E-LS $46 SQ 

nj-ether- pig 


REOORDED & INDERED ¢ 
The NYC,Police Commissioner of Greater NYC valent 
pope Visiter of not long a Go,this Bird plans Holdups on "8 BANAL OF INVE 
Mussolinies Men on the force Better get wise to the Ginniejon the NY 50 
I) aaa Force,this is Part of Spellmans activities,in NYC, 
2 f; 
ffeil i 5 Yours pacer ry U, S, BEPARTMENT LA 
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Sederal Burean of Iinuestinat 


United States Department of Justice 
New York, New York 


a 


FINcG:es 


August 2h, 1940 


Director 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, De Ce ; 
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SS 


Attention ~ Technical Laboratory 
Dear Sirs 


Transmitted herewith are an original letter and 
envelope which were sent to this office by ALBERT B, MOORE, 
Chief Inspector, Bureau of Criminal Investigation, New York 
State Police, Troy, New York. 


Wg Inspecter stated in his letter of July 16, Sag 
ws zB 1940, that ies an us communication was received by His af © 
2 Ss Excellency Gd¥erts through the United States mails and ae 
ow ES postmarked New York City, duly 10, 1940. ON £E 
ope ae 4 oy & 
me 3 iS ” Inspector MOORE stated that he thought that the * ae 
a) oe _letter might be connected with something already in the FBI ae 
eo \ files. . ' 
SRE . | : 
Go. ts 4 It is desired that this letter be checked through : 
“th z ‘ ‘the handwriting files for the purpose of determining whether z s 
~ BS | the writer ef the letter can be identified, Nag E 
© BS gg : r 
ont © = ws, Ne : \ ; 
y Be NS ’ . Very truly yours, WY; 
of | B. E, SACKETT y : 
SY Special Agent in Charge ~ 
\ \ } ',: 
g oo RECORDED 
gy Enclosures ~ 2 & 
3 INDEXED 3 
\ * | Ae) FEOERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO 
Ve fan ] 
oe XS f 


4 AUG 27 1940 
AY ( U8. GEFAR MA OF di 
Uae DESTROYED , ee 
82 oct 26 1964 | 


eh, 


SHAK September 3, 1940 


62-556 of o-X8 
RECORDED meeting, 
i NDEXED 


Special Agent in Charge 
New York, New York 


Ret Anonymous Comaunication Addressed 
to "H. Lehman, Governor, State 
Capital, Albany, New York, K. Ye". 


Dear Sir: 


There is transmitted herewith the laboratory report 
covering the examination of specimens submitted by your office 
in connection with the above-entitled matter and transmitted by 
your communication dated August 24, 1940. 


Very truly yours, 


por * * UW. Meme er, 


fies John Edgar Hoover 
a wy Director 


Enc1d9¥sAMUNICATIONS SECTION | 
MAILED 


P.M, 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


* SEP 4 1940 & ane 


STH :AWK FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Report 
Oh s aa Septeuber 3, 1940 


File # 62-59486-1 


Re: Lab. OTL 
Anonyacus Comemication Addressed to_ 
"H. Lehman, Governor, State Capital, 
Albay, New York, Ns Ye". 


Examination requested by: ge York 


Reference: Letter of 8-24-40 


Examination requested: 
q Doounent 


s i : 
pecimens Holland 


62-59496-~1 Ql, Revelope baie’ stew York, New York, 


daly 10, 1 4 Pe M 
Q2, Accompanying et Pete ecsiados "You jews 
ae Betteresse"s 


FRMHMIHHIBNEHHHHE HHHME i iaeiet 


ee en 
Q2 was compared with the handwriting appearing in the anonymous 
letter file maintained in the laboratory bat the examiner found 


' photegraphic copy 
placed in this file and in the event of a future identification 
your office will be advised. 


The original evidence is being retained in the laboratory. 


62-56 40-3 
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Mr. Totson 
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Mr, Ciegg 


‘ Mr. &. A, Tamm 


i 


Mr. Fexworth 
Mr, Nathan 
Mr. Ladd 


|| 


Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Nichots 


Mr. Hendou 


il 


Mr. Ros 7 
Mr. Tracy 
yey eee 
tise Bahay 
‘ee 
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October 2, 1940 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 


Ret "nknown Subjects 
Congreseman Michael Joseph 
Kennedy, Victims Extortion. 
Identification in Anonymous 

Letter “Le, 


Under date of September 26, 1940 the 
Washington Field Office submitted to the Laboratory 
for exanination a letter and envelope which were 
received through the mail by the Honorable Michael 
Joseph Kennedy, a Congresaman from the State of 
New York. This letter threatens to kill all persons 
voting for the Conscription 4411 and is signed 
“suicide Squad of N.Y. Ce". 


Mr. Slaine senrched the handwriting on 
these apecimens throuzh the papeiol gE anonymous 
letter file and identified it wi he handwriting 
on epecimens Q1 and 22 which weye submitted in 
connection with the case entitied, anonymouse 
Communication Addressed to HM Lehman, Governor, 
State Capitol, Albany, New York, Jureau File 
number 62-$9486. New jork is the office of origin 
in this case and the spccimens were submitted for 
examination with a letter dated September 26, 1940. 
This communication addressed to Tevernor Lehman is 
anti-Semetic and was apparently written by a Rasi 
sympathiser. 


The interested field divisions are 
being advised of HAs identification. 
RECORDED & INDEXED 2- E56 
Kespectfully, ‘ 
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orl Ss 
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Ee Pe Coffey. 
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FRDGRAL BUREAU OF Xv DET IRATE 


0s penne or agree _| 
re 


a 
pesca i een Ae, 


Nee 


GINAL FILED IN . 


ORLG 


teed 


jQHE 


t 
5 
re 
¥ 


gL Aeene ; rae _ . : : L-16 
at me eet j ‘ * 
oe a k 
C : * 
~ 
ad 5 
Ps, bee JVB AWK ; ae 
aa oe 
: Cotober 2, 2940 
4 $pesial Agent in Charge 
ee ees De Ce | 
Ret Unknown Subject; YN 
‘Cine cael Mighael Kennedy , \ 
4 Lae Victia; Extortion. a 
a . i NO 
bee us ~ 
a oN 
t ; NOS 
nm Dear Sir: : 
© 7 There is transmitted herewith the laboratory report | 
ns covering the examination of specimens submitted by your office 
in connection with the above-entitled matter and transmitted by 
ur communication dated , Bs 
cae September 26, 1940. - 
> A 
Very truly yours, < 
fr, 


ee 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
oo-New York 
sor? es 
i e 
Enclosure 
| #LUERAL BUREAY OF INVES" TIGATO 
’ | *SCORDED 13 arr 4 lags ° 
v INDEXED poss CErAu OST SE GE 


i 
ere | 


; FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
SVB AUK UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIGE 


Laboratory Report 


veteber 2, 1940 
Fil 
| 110 erate 
: Lab. 
5°? aknown Subgests ab. # yeas 
Congresenmn iichael 
Joseph Kennedy ~ Vietin} 
torkorttions 
Examination requested by: 
Washington 
Reference: letter of Monit 
Examination requested: tee ¢ — Fingerprint 


Specimens: 


One envelope pos “New York, ew York, Septeuber 
Rhy 1940, 5 Fe We%e 


“2, Aqvompenying letter, handwritten, begiiwing “We aceuse 
= oe of MeeCosect, eting cf one sheet of 


tly ‘pectaen of ionmm harmderiting of *1)liam|Kemeally written 
of one sheet of stationery of Congressmen 

rp WH the bobtem of the page. 16 begine “Honorable 
Wiahee) Jf Keanedy: We are your conetituante...*. The 
writing a€ the top of the page is thet of the Congressman's 
Searetary+ 


ATE 8 EI 


Specimens (). and G2, written on stationery 
of the ¥iliden Sloane Rouse, ee ee ee eee 
New York, were cheaieally treated for latest fingerprints tut 
none of waive could be developed. 


It was concluied that specimens 2 and G2 
were not written ey Willige enmenlly Wises Wremn antariieg 
td eh aiyp fr pie Mar rage 


G2- S556 40-¥S~ 


1940. the witer of thane specimens {9 not Inews 


Photegraphic pep ang Pod Qi and 
ee ee enme and 2leo 
tographile epecinane Gh and Cl tm Fite 62-736 


Pho ouples of 
are being trensnitted to your offices hereith. 


a ee 
retained in the laboratery. 


2 Pureen (63-59486) 
2 Washing ten 


1 New York 
2 Laboratary (62-59486) 


t Mr. Tolean. 5 
Mr. E. A- Taramt...-+ 
. | Mr. Clese senna veues 
Mr. Foxworth ----- _ 
Mr. Ghavitt vane von 
* Mr, Ladd... + -yher* 
Mr. Nichols ..f---->-' 
Rosen 4... 28 
Mir, Catton, --.-00 ste> 
Me. Quine Tasum---- 
Mr. BHeudon. 


Ma. Brace -- 


Bayes 


aM ‘aah 109s Setiiog 


ff APR 17 194! 


Zz o TELETYPE ‘ 
a od fe 


- FBI NEW YORK CITY 4oiT4t 10-22 PM HP 


g 


~ WESLEY HAMPTON WAS JOHN ROGERS, ISAAC RrBsee, QUOTE CHARLEYS FRIEND 


aie - CHAIRMAN , NLRB, ET AL VICEX. AUTHORIZED COMPLAINT FILED 


~ 
‘s USC SDNY TODAY ON LETTER TO MRS. FRANCES PERKINS DATED DEC FIVE NINE- 
i~> TEEN FORTY. HAMPTON TURNED OVER TO USM, FAILURE TO POST ONE THOUSAND 
|” DOLLAR BOND. EXPECTED TO BE COMMITTED TOMORROW MORNING TO BELLEVUE 
 OXXX HOSPITAL FOR THIRTY DAYS OBSERVATION. AUTHORITY REQUESTED RSLEASE 

of : 7 PRSSS FACTS CONCERNING APPREHENSION. SACKETT 

_ | A AND H PLS 


¢ OK FBI WASH DC DCN 


| 


RECORDED & INDEXED 


ioe BUREAU OF INVESTIG?” 
| 4 APR 19 194, 
© MS OEPARI MENT OF JUSTSL 


© NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD 


vege cana 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 
j. WARREN MADDEN 
Chairman 
EDWIN 8.SMITH 


WILLIAM M. LEISERSON 
2 October ae 


“i 


Federal Burean of Investization 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sirs: a 
a 

we herewith enclose the following materg 


1. Cony of letter ‘undated) froyz Jgim Spgers 
Esplanade Totel, = Vest Ind avenue, j'o% York City, the 
original of which was Zorwarded to the¥Wave and Hour Division 
of the 2 PED iment ‘ aor: 


AY 2. Rnvelor oe in wich our acimovledgnent to Mr. Rogers 
Kone vas contained -- returned to the Board marked ot at address 
ea siven!, 


ou lr. Rogers with eclosed 
Ea YO! TORK TIES. 
eas yours, 


3. Further letter 
newspaper clipping from thefts 


Hiyt 
’ i 


Enclosures 


wie RECO 
Skier TIKI eo 


| SeC ee Sak, nfotls4 OCT 30 ibis 


ie] 415g - ade jeu U.S. DEL BENT OF JUSTICE 


6255640 Novesber 24, 1939 


Special agent in Charge 
Hew York, Yew York 


a 


| Dear Sirs 


/ 
There axe enclosed herewith of a letter fated 
Osteber 29, 1999, from ies stelle Adminiatrative 
Assistant, National Labor Relations Board, Washington, D. C., along 
with ite enaloseres whieh ave aelf-explanatory, 
It io noted the author of the enclosures, sigeed Solis nopers; 
makes threats in rather broad terns to “blow up" certain hospitals 
in Sew York City wilese wage comlitions are improved, It is further 
noted to ir, ore by the Bational Labor 
Relations Board, st the 35 eet ad iverney Hew York 
oe oe by the at orvtes wits pieakas eile 
not 
el was at the eo, | coe oe z 
Berean suggests this matter be dispussed witty they 
to United States Attorney, ani his views pytednes- ae to 
ther it constitutes « violetion of the Federal Mstortion Mejias 955 | 
Me. Telson ¥v ‘ r 
+ tn ery truly TORBA! SD PARTMENT Eur) sitce 
tate 2. John Bdger Hoover — | 
ies — / D4 Directer 


I 
| 


bester 


2 Mi foot : i , 
Hendon sf ae tay ‘fA j 
: fe: 2 ag # 


ey 
; ee 
iG 
: i he ri : 3s a? 
Viehots / joe : . eo 
! ; ¢ i ca 
ee : ae age 
Boss - 4 
. fs iw Yea — | \ c 
od \e 


| 


I 


a 
aa, 


|| 


ACH: MAL 
62-55640- | 
November 24, 1939 

Mise Estelle S. frankfurter 
Administrative Assistant 
aaipany Labor Relations Board 

ep De Cy 
Dear Miss Frankfurter; 

This will acknowlaige receipt of your letter 
dated October 28, 1939, along with its enclosures, relevant 
to letters signed by one J John Rogers and addressed, ‘Chairman 
of the National Labor Racket Yoard," and the "Wage ani Hour 
Administration, Washington, D.C." 

T want you to know that I appreciate your furnishing 
this information to me, 
Very truly yours, 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

aetna | ee 
Mr. Hendon ; AO, fatty, Roc 25 are ; | ¥ 
Mr. Miehols i ole Os pags x cay ys 
Mr. Rosen a 7 : ‘ 
Ir, Sears haf a NN 


, 


: : fOpe ee wv 
ros 
+ Quinn Tams ; : a 
a 


Tracy 


Gandy 


| 


_ DEPARTMENT OF LABOR . 
i OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON 


% 


December 7, 1940 


ave 


The Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen: 


7 


Enclosed you will fi eactee 
addressed to me by Mr. John Rogers of Brooklyn, 


New York, and am calling your attention to 


\. 
~ 


the underlined sentences on the second page. tem 


Very truly yours, 


aN 
AKoPe 4 
cea = 
% Y 
\ 
/ 
4? 
a 
i bax 
ay. mG é ROCK tant 
\ a ae 
c Peer TA 
oe é NRE : 
ae a “* 
~ £ . 
“ ‘ & 
Qe 
if 
ane 


yo. 
VUEZa 


Brogiklyn, HN. Y. 


PRUE COPY’ 
Dee, the Sth, 1940 
Mere. Prancis Pherkins 
Secretary of the emerioan 
Fakeration of laber 
as Dum as you are yeu shoul, that this scomtry is 
not going te pay if you wish to 


KE 
He 
tel 
if 
i 
¢ 
5 
i 
B 


Ker of labor Rebery. get thi 

Hoare You @uabells ani Hlind Quide in Washington Detter wateh out. 
and dont leap in the dark «= we are not englands war Debt 

Just once more this Blind Guilds and peli “fornieatera are now 
Peashing the ani of their Political Hint ellie {t will Be the 


at 
ue 
q 
3 
g 
ai 
rat 
i 
q 


GRSg 

ike you will think that Iam @ eommmist 
this is not ao I mm classed as one of the starving americans for 
this unfortified focls Puridise to Be draged in te the war ~ means 
the Overthrew of this Lerilised Robing form of government - if 
the engineers in NYC wages is not Doubled theresa lot of Big 
Building going to Be missed from their Present feundations in 
Other words these Big Buildings and Rebing Megyitals are going 
te Be Hlowen to Hell like it or not yeu Basterds end fornioaters 
are not getting away with it any longer a kee @f.4heee High 
Laan 
the engineers in RYC . 


: 
t: 
* 
E 


So long y 
Political mete and teraeaters 


/s/ Jorn Rogern 
Gresser of dhs sie vtapvasisitaia 
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Zi ; tre U7 Cte fet Zhe 
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oe Z Looli (9 eae to “ Lape ~ 
We ~y. 
pir bet 7 fete f Foor 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR CATE) RENALY 


ot 
RENALTY FORPRIVATE: 


96 
5 ALMENTOR Ec OSTA RBS 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY Ce) Le ee 
A corte ae eee 
WASHINGTON N — 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


RS SR eee a 


The Department of Justice 


“ashington 
DC 


LLL: KLW 
oe | | 


GA Geox 


tue Departeeas of f deatioe shor 7, 1040, caressed 
oe nen so bye Tar as he 
fren one John Regers ef Bweoklyn Terk been 
referred to thie Dereas. : r ; 


Jeri aay bo adoared eh this wetter eill 
ve afforded Kaas mires 


Or. &. A. Toman nscsemener eee startin = reenter nines ie ij ; < : 
arnt COMMUNICATIONS SEGTICN eee. a ne 
Mr. Ratan MAILED ; : . 
* DEC 231940 ae gy. Sy 
aed! Je 
P.M. t 3 . i ‘ a 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION “9 As é 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ra FOS iy 
; ‘ye eee 
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io 
NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD 
‘ WASHINGTON, D. C. 
J. WARREN MADDEN 
Chairman 
EDWIN S.SMITH 
18th December 1939 
WILLIAM M. LEISERSON 
Honorable John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
washington, D. C. 
Dear tir. Hoover: 
Vie herewith enclose a letter with typewritten 
woot . Signature of "i saacyKibser." it would seem, however, to 
ake : 
sD be somewhat comparable to the letters forwarded to you 
ae on Uctober 28, 1939, which were signed "John Kogers." 
ao 
Very truly yours, 
} é a 
ae eae : 
AS ( a e 
aa stelle S. Frankfurter : 
: Adufinistrative Assistant 
, Enclosure 
fi RECORDED: ol echse feeoios wothiw eles 
oe & . . BF et” ae 
; 3 . 4 Be, oe 
3? | INDEXED CL 
Ss W ' S TIGATION 
\. 


oo PSS 
TR 2h oF STIG 


December 23, 1940 


Brooklyn, New York, received at the + 
Laber in an Decenber 5, 1940, ew York 
goes gal i aaa 
ies. * 


a the appropriate U. 3, Attorney relative to prosecutive 
° act. tan. 


In view of the further threats te bomb 
oe ee 


be made with the New York Police Department to obtain the 
See ren ene cenevee an Seeeenee wae. 


this matter. 7 

ee The original speainens ha 

on to the Technical Laboratory and you will 
aS © a copies of the report covering the | 
Mz, Pexwerth 6 . 
ee | COMMUNICATIONS. SiGi ian SEF traly shar, peeasrucer oo ice | 
OS waren | MMe tee os 
@r. Giavin ‘ 7 _ | i PA 
fer. Wickets w OFC BR yi * Jol Edger Hoever ‘ ? : 
Mir. Keadon i ; a Director até : 
ROO eens oe) FOERAL bike Z uaF tees GAL iN L F 
ie. Treey a oh 28 ker Yad IM ENS ur uastige | ? 


; NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD 
WASHINGTON, BD. C. 
J. WARREN MADDEN 
Chairman 
EDWIN s. SMITH 
3rd January 1940 WILLIAM M. LEISERSON 
Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
| vashington, D. C. 
fe | Dear Lir. Hoover: 
Ty tiie Mee Ye herewith enclose a further letter signed 
ae al : sat aude oh 2. 
4 ik issacOibser.! 
Hiie af 7 
ie rian Please refer to our prior letter of December 18 
“he ee 
le 4-39 in connection with this. 
Very truly yours, 
Got. poe, ea 
y oy @ f tet 
: ae y 
a 
a “stelle S. Frankfurter 
/d:inistrative Assistant 
a Enclosure 
| oe / - f 
BECORL REL 7 os 
& 


eu gels PU: 


pet 


GFB'VTM 
62-55640—4 Jamary 17, 1940 


ir. J. Warren Madden 

Chairman 

Rational Laber Relations Board 
Washington, Dp Ge 


Attention: Wiss §etelle ¢, Frankfurter 
Administrative Assistant 


Dear itr, Hadden: 

Referenee is made to the letter of Mies ietelle S. 
Frankfurter, dated January 3, 1940, advising that another 
letter was being enclosed, signed "issae Kibser*, and referring 
to your prior letter of December 16, 1959, 

I wish to advise that the above mentioned letter 

"igeac Kibser" was not received ag an enclosure to the 
letter of Jammary 3, 1940. 


Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Direstor 


aad os 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
“aT “ DIRECTOR 


@ 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


_ 


United States Department of Justice 
Washington, 2. ¢. 


Fuk: EG January 5, 1940 
62-55640—-7 


Jf 
MEMORANOUM FOR MR. zap #. A 


Anonymous Communications to 
Met Needonad Labor Relations Board 
signed John fiogers. 


The Bureau is in receipt of a letter from 
Estella 5, Frankfurter, Administrative Assistant, National 
Labor Relations Board, Washington, D. C. dated December 18, 1939 
with which was transmitted a typewritten letter bearing the 
typewritten signature "isaac Kibser", The same contributor 
under date of October 28, 1939 transmitted other typewritten 
evidence to the Sureau for whatever value it may serve or for 
such investigative action as may be deemed necessary. The 
evidence submitted with these two letters is listed below. 


62-55640-3 Q4. Typewritten letter beginning "Now as there is 
nothing", 
1 Ql. Envelope postmarked "27, New York, New York, 

October 25, 1939, 1:30 P. M.". 

Qe. Typewritten letter beginning "in Colsed find 
Firsti«", 

Q3. Typewritten letter beginning "its allways Good 
for axkt, 


1 envelope postmarked "11, Washington, D. C., 
October 25, 1939, 8 P. M.". a 
1 newspaper clipping entitled "4 Hospital Bat Babies 5 
Killed by Steam", tha ’ 
RECORDED & INDEXED , ~~ 
The typewriting on specimens Ql, Q2 and Q4 was concluded 
to have been prepared on the same machine. A comparison with the ;:.):. 
standards on file in the Technical Laboratory has resulted in the *~ 
conclusion that these three specimens were prepared on a typewsy 
equipped with Pica Monogram type with a horizontal letter spag 
COPIES DESTROYEN 
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Page 2 
Memorandum for Mr. Ladd 
January 5, 1940 


of ten letters per inch, manufactured by the Underwood 
Typewriter Company since 1934. The typewriting on specimen 
Q3 was concluded to have been prepared on a typewriter 
equipped with Remington Noiseless type, lite style, having 
a horizontal spacing of twelve letters per inch. 

It is suggested that the above information 
be transmitted to the Investigative Unit for such action ? 
as may be deemed advisable. The National Labor Kelations ee. ye 
Board is not being advised of the results of this examination  —. 
inasmuch as the reply will depend upon such action as may ahee 
be taken by the Investigative Unit. Jae 


‘ 


The evidence is being retained in the Laboratory. 


Respectfully, 


E. P. Coffey 


ON ATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD 


WASHINGTON, BD. C. 


J. WARREN MADDEN 
. Chairman 
EDWIN S.SMITH 


WILLIAM M. LEISERSON 


19 January 1940 


Jonn wigar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Mnited States Departiuent of Justice 
Vasnington,D.C. 


Dear tir. Hoover: 


This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
Jenvary 17. , 


We regret that througn inadvertence the letter 
referred to in our comtmication of January 3 was not forvarded 


to you. 


We now enclose this letter. 


Very truly yours, 


4 a 


: , 
& eOBRE DLR AS SRS NS ON 


wis 2 ? eee ae 
* vi bi Be sats x 
. MAAS y Le hoot 


Adninistrative assistant 


i 
| 
a | Estelle $. \Fren'cfurter 


a 


AE NOON A REI Te AINA. i! De iin dy see acini 
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Brooklyn HY December the °8,th 1959 
to the National Labor Poard Macket 
Vashington ™C 


Near Sir 


a ‘ew lines to you Blind Guides at the “heel of the cational #acket 

lebor Foard if you Plind suides cant see 36.C00,Licensed Steam “ngineers 

in New york city working 1° Tours a vav for a Lower standard of Liveing 

then thet in sing,sing, vou “irds should esign to arl Browder of 
itler,as nothing could be worse then the ‘xistance of a j,icensed 

3team engineer in ‘'ew york city,we work 12 Hours a “av 7,lavs a week 

or so long we “egin to think that thay should do in Ging Sing as we do 


Or ‘ake room in sing sing “or us Engineers as we are tired of working 
12 hours a Day 7 Davs a week?,i am shore you ‘ise firds cant find these 
Lousy chisling Jumos so i will sive vou the name and the “treet Number 
and address uote one of these Rug ridden dumvs where life is Lower 
Then that in sins,sing,is a Lousy Bug infested Dump by the vane of 

he ST,Johns Nospital,at 480,"erkimer,Street Brooklyn,et this Lousy 
Charity Robbing Joint these birds navs “neineers nevt to “othing 

wien you Get the wases below 3, ollars a day Yor Engineers well ve 
Regin to Sing Thet fanious Song Sing ,Sing liv havny Home, 

at 871 Sushwieck AYE, “ueens this dumn works 1°, ours a Day a “eek 7 
days a “eek Vor less then °%,"ollars a Dar for "“neineers,at the 

‘T lierries Mosnital Fort ‘’ashington Vv) ,at the Past ind of the 

ceorse “ashingston Fridee This Rug ridden Lousy joint is a “Tuf Dumd 

in “'very sence of the word,The Webrew Home of the aged at Howard And 
Juemont,« ~ mrooklyn,is another Jew Dump that works 1°,ours a Dey 

7 Nays a ‘eek for a Lower Standard of liveing then thet in, ‘ing,Sing 


The rockaway each lMospital,at Rockaway Beach is another Lousy Joint 
et 11°, ‘ast 83,5treet lienhattan is another Labor "obbing Joint ,the 
‘T,Johns 4osvital,at 480 ‘ierkimer,Street Brooklyn “eeds the list of 
these Bsousy Dug ridden Dumps that pa ys nothing,¥or “npeineers 

a.ong the many these heare given is only a Few,For vou blind Guids to 
look "p as you Have no ‘‘xeuse as you blindtacket Labor board Cant 
help but find these Lousy Joints with the aid of a !‘essenger Roy you 
racket Soard wont have any truble in findeing these Lousy joints 

if you Blind Guids in washington xnects us 26,000,Gerestered voters 
to ‘ote the democrat or evnublican ticket in the comeing “lection vou 
you Dumbells are soing to be disanointed ,?,we all are voteing the 
socilist Labor Party ticket,Believe it or not, 


Yours, Truly 

issac\Kibser, 

address Wimberly, otel,74,&,Rroadwav 
Menhattan,i YC ,o,answer,”’lease do somethin 
10,answer nessaryv,‘%, 


{ephe po udccunesccadsnsegaalasssccaseeat eca=tc coat ree cael ee 
HH Feberal Puvall of Investigation US Bept.of dustice- 355610-3_ 14 [ fegild L 
coe snes SHEEN aw Rae a eats ott ray + ie {. ee i As 4 fey : 


Brooklyn ny December the 16,th,1939 


Chairman of the" LEB, 
Vashington DC 
Dear Sir 
Now as there is nothing Left of the N LR B But the name You Lirds 
Should Have it Vasy Until the Over throw Comes on the Comeing 
lection Day in 1940,at present time This Country is at an all time 
aes as far as Production is conserned Yet we Ilave an all time Low : 
Jage,«specialy a liong 36,000,Licensed Stationary Steam engineers in 
Kew vork City these men are still working 12,liours a Dav 7 Davs a 
“eek,you Birds that Controlls the i‘ational Labor Poard Racket Cant 
See this i am “uite shore and vou Aland Guids of course Could not 
Wind these Places,so for you Blind Guids i am Giveing vou “ivs 
The names of these Labor Robbing Dumps a Long with their ‘treet 10,2, 
adress,at these addresses Licensed *ngineers are still working 1°, - 
: 
! 


‘ours a Dav 7 Days a week for a Lower standard of liveing then that in = 
with their Names and street NO,*-,address you blind Cuids Can with 

the aid of a ‘.essenger boy find these Lousy dumns, uote “irst comes 

the ebrew Home of the aged at oward § Duemont «-V",Brooklin These ; 
Charity Thieves vavs next to ‘othing,Next comes another :unch of 
Labor “obbers at 371,Bushwick AV Brooklyn,Mext comes another 

uabor Robbing dump by the name of the ST,Marries Hospital at Yort 
washington AV= on the hill at the “ast Iind of the Georre ‘ashinston ; 
Bridge vou can “asy find this 'ug infested Dump its so Votten that 3 
You Blind Labor Leaders can Smell it ,Next comes a dirty Joint at = 
11°,: ast 33,Street iiext comes anothes Lousy Dump at ll, ast 3°,5treet : 
one lock from the .mpire state Building. You Dum ertists Should + 
wasy find this Dump,Next comes The %T,Johns,liospital at 480,ierkimer : 
street Brooklyn,Next comes another *unch of Long faced Chairity : 
thieves that “uns the Rockaway Veach Tlospital,?,at Rockaway Teach,Li 

the louseyest Dump that Heads the List is the St,Johns ‘losnital as i 
siveing a Bove this Bug infested Joint pevs next to :othine for + 


engineers,?,i could Give you many vases of, these Charity (obbine H 
Thieves 5jtreet “0,&,And address,efter you Blind Gabor Leaders vith i 
the aid of a Mesenger Tov investiaate these Lousy joints vou will i 
see at once That all that Uixists of the 7’ L R B is the name and 4 H 
Big payeing Job For a Bunch of ®lind Guids,its not communist that | 
These Labor Robbers are Squawking a bout its e “east stand to fl 
Fool you Blind guids and Mental Crinles,vou Dumbells led better see 
that Roosevelt Runs the 3,rd time this mev stev off the Over throw | 
That is long Over dew,we are not “oteing the “enublican ticket or,The 
Dir Hard we are not Voteing for this Little Pinheaded John Garner 
This Poker vlayeing “hiskey Drinking .vil Old man is a die “ard in 
Other words J P liorgan would be vresident and this “runken 014d en 
Could get Drunk and stay Drunk for 4,Years if roosevelt is lected 
4,Years more it might stay off the “evolt thats Far Over dew 
poneh you think that some of vou Political Civvanwinkles Should tell 
The Rich lian that he has gawn to far,in fact these ‘arse slav Drivers 
Has Gawn as far as thay are going Until the Fireing “ouad Takes ‘'hem 
Yor that Last Tile ‘’alk,?,These Legal tobbers should ston orrieing 
a Bout the debt of the country what theseSlave #xpvloiters now Should 
worry a Bout if thay are still to have the Country, The Slaves are 
tired of seeing the Labor Racket Board Beaing Revised to Suit. the 
Labor Robbers we are not Complaineing a Gainst Roosevelt “e hrs 
Done all he can with his “ebels and diehards Under the Tresent “orm 
of goverment he cant do no more ,,’ours truly isaac, ibser »Eimberly 
Hotel, at 74,Street & , Broadway , no answer lease do something’ caetd 


| 
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Brooklyn NY December the 28,th 1939 
to the National Labor Board Racket 
Vashington DC 


Dear Sir 


a Few lines to you Blind Guides at the “heel of the National Racket 
labor Board if you Blind guides cant see 36,000.,Licensed Steam Mngineers 
in New york city working 12 Hours a Day for a Lower standard of Liveing 
then that in sing,sing, you Birds should Resign to “arl Browder of 
Hitler ,as nothing could be worse then the lixistance of a Licensed 

Steam engineer in New york city,we work 12 Hours a Day 7,Days a week 
For so long we Begin to think that thay should do in Sing Sing as we do 


Or ifake room in. sing sing For us Engineers as we are tired of working 
12 hours a Day 7 Days a week?,i am shore you “‘ise Birds cant find these 
Lousy chisling Dumps so i will give you the name and the Street Number 
and address “uote one of these Bug ridden dumps where life is Lower 
Then that in sing,sing,is a Lousy Bug infested Dump by the Name of 

The ST,Johns Hospital, at 480 ,Herkimer ,Street Brooklyn,at this Lousy 
Charity Robbing Joint these birds pays Tneineers next to Nothing 

when you Get the wages below 3,Dollars a day Yor Engineers well we 
Begin to Sing Thet famious Song Sing,Sing My havvy Home, 

at 871 Bushwick AVE,Queens this dump works 12,Nours a Day a “eek 7 

days a Week For less then °%,Dollars a Day for’? Mugineers,at the i 
ST,Marries Hospital Fort Washington AVE vat the East find of the 

George Washington Bridge This Bug ridden Lousy joint is a Tuf Dump 

in Every sence of the word,The Hebrew Home of the aged at Howard Anda 
Duemont,Av= Brooklyn,is another Jew Dump that works 12,Nours a Day 

7 Days a eek for a Lower Standard of liveing then that in,Sing,Sing 


The rockaway Beach Hospital,at Rockaway Beach is another Lousy Joint 
at 112,Fast 83,Street Manhattan is another Labor Robbing Joint ,The 

St, Johns Hospital, at 480 Herkimer ,Street Brooklyn Heads the List oF. 
these Lousy Bug ridden Dumps that’ pa ys nothing,For Engineers 

a liong the many these heare given is only a Few,For you blind Guids to 
look Up as you Have no Excuse as you blindRacket Labor board Cant 

help but find these Lousy Joints with the aid of a liessenger Boy you 
Racket Board wont have any truble in findeing these Lousy joints 

if you Blind Guids in washington Iixpects us 36,000 »Gegestered voters 
to Vote the democrat or Revublican ticket in the comeing lection you 
you Dumbells are going to be disapointed ,?,we all are voteing the 
socilist Labor Party ticket ,Believe it or "not, 


_issac\Kibser 

. address Kimberly ,= iotel,74,&,Broadway 
Manhattan, lTyc ,No, answer Please do somethine 
NO,answer nessary,?, 


issad| Kinser, 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEV; YOK, NEW YORK NY rucno. 9-521 FMcV 
REPORT MADE AT ; D fog REPORT MADE BY 
{WHICH MADE 
NEW YORK CITY 12/12/39 L. LEVIN 
TITLE aca, ‘ Me ) CHARACTER OF CASE 
JOHN “ROG EES 
CHATRUAN Ns NL. - VICTIL. EXTORTION 


© WAGE & HOUR ih ADMINISTRATION ~ VicTin, 


N SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject sent undated letter to Wage and Hour 
Administration, Washington,DC threatening in 
general terms to blow up some high-pressure boilers 
located in various charitable institutions in and 
eround NYC. Subsequently forwarded“letter to 
"Chairman of the National Labor 
in envelope postmarked New Yo 

1939, enclosing clipping fr 
relating to death of five 
New Jersey, hospital. USA, SDNY of opinion let- 
ters constitute violetion. 
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ae 
REFERENCE: Bureau letter to New York dated November 24, 1939 
(Bureau file 62-55640). ; 
nea aE Z 
DEPATIS; Transmitted with Bureau letter of reference were the 
following described Coa 
VR: eee oo ORs of undaced Letter sidvesdea” to 
e an Four Adminiatration, ae De, 
WS 3 - 
ui ; 
EB | 10 2S WW ag 
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5 ean nates JAN 2 3p M. 


2 - Newark j 
4 - New York (1 USA, SDNY) A 


‘U, 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 


a 


"Gentlemen of Political affairs 


"its allways Good for a Sneeze to Heare from you Birds of the Political 
Front Line of Baloney artists We Heve Hurd so mutch of your Horse 
Pedish,&,Burries Over the air ard through the Papers thet it Has 
become Just Crdinary Static,to us 36,000,licensed Stationary Steam 
Engineers in New York,Just What do you Birds Mean by tnis wage Hour 
Sturf Do you Dum,artist in Weshington Know thet at this Present 

time that Thousands of Licensed Engineers are Working 12,Hours a 

Dey 7,Days a Week For Less then 20, Cents an Hour in New york 

City i am shore that Even you Blind Guids at the Political Racket 

in Weshington DC allredy Know this Heares a List of Charity Robbing 
Joints thet Calls their Selves Hospitals,First on the list that 

Pays Engineers Less then 20 Cents an hour is a Lousy Jew Yump of 

a Hospital et &71,Bushwick,AVE Queens WYC,next to these Charity Thieves 
comes an other Bug,Riden Dump of a Hospital at 112.Hast 83,Street 
Menhattan,Next to this Jew Dump Comes an Other Jew Dump of a Hospital 
at Howard,&Duemont,AVE Brooklyn,PY the name of the Hebrew Home of 
the aged,NEXT to this is an Other Bunch of Charity Thieves that 
Operates the ST,Marries Hospital Fort eshington, AVE at the west 

End of the George Wasgington Bridge you wont Have any trouble of 
Findeing this Dump as its so Rotten that Even a Politician Cen 

Smell it one Day Before Election,?,Next Comes The St Johns 

Hospital at 480,Herkimer,Street Brooklyn This Dump Pays Next to 
Nothing For Engineers in a 450,H,P,Plant of High Pressure Boilers 

if you Political Fornicaters wish Us to Resort to Bloweing up 

some of these Charity Robbing Joints to Get as Mouth as 30,Cents 

an hour For Engineers this is one way that we can Atract you N,L,R,2, 
you National Labor Foard Rackets attention Get it Streight theres 

2 Lot of these Lousy Joints Thets Going up if you Labor Board 
Recketteers Cant see up 36,000,Licensed Engineers in NYC,Like it 

Qr Few of these Charity Thieves that Pays Licensed Engineers Less 
then 20,Cents an hour, in NYC Believe it or Nov, 

if us Engineers Wish to Join in with Communist Spies we Can Get as 
Match as 30,Cents ean hours For Licensed Engineers 


Yours truly John,Rogers 
305, West ,End,AVE.NYC,Esplanade Hotel 
at 74,Street,&,West, Bnd, AVE,NYC 


PS Hitlers Spies are so thick in- NYC that these Birds Has to Ware 


Badges to Keep From Spieing On Eech Other if we are Foreed to Fill 

in Line a Gainst our Own Country in Order to Get Engineers Wages 

its Up to You Politicalmissreprosentationest at Washington Like it 

or not The Engineers thats working For nothing in these Charity 

Robbing Dumps of Hospitals are all fed up on your Erand of Baloney 

if we Eave to Fell in Line with the Communists and Blow up some 

of these High Pressure Boilers Ok,you will Heare from us in that 

Language Wi all Voted for Roosevelt we thought that ve would Get Helpxxxxxxxxx" 


2. Photostatic copy of envelope addressed by the National Lebor 
Reletions Board, Washington, D. C. to Mr. John Rogers, Esplandde 
Hotel, 305 West End Ave., New York City, postmarked Weshinzton, 

D. C. Cctober 25, p.m. This envelope bears the written notation 
WNot Heret, 

3. Photostatic copy of envelope bearing a cancelled 3 cent stamp 
Postuerked, New York, New York, October 25, 1939, 1:30 p.un.., 
addressed to Chairman, of the N,L,R,B, Washington, DC 


4. Photostatic copy of an undeted letter addressed to the Chairman 
of the National Labor Racket Board, Wasfiington, D. ©., as follows: 


Mear Sir 


"in Colsed find First Exsimole of the way That 36,000,licensed 
Mngineers Has umertaking to Make the Charity Thieves Raise our 
wages in NYC you Birds of the National Labor Racket Poard Dont seem 
to want to Know that Thousanas of Licensed Engineers in NYG are 
working For Less Then 20,Cents an Hour in these Charity Robbing 
Joints called Hospitals we Have started in to Meke these Charity 
Thieves Set uo and Take notice That we want a increase in Pay if 

we Have to Blow up these Charity thieves that Runs these Robbing 
Dumps of Hospitals 


after you dum artists Reads this Peice of Parer Heare in closed, 
Hears What Realy Hepened The Threacs on this air Vslve was 

Reduced in Size BY Useing 2 File then the air Valve was Stuck in 

to the Hole of the Radiator end taped up and as soon as tnis Nurse 
left the Nursery This party Went down below and Opened u» the EYcass 
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Valve a Round The Reduceing Valve this BYpassed the Boiler, pressure 
Full Force on to the Radiator this Blowed out the air,Valve and 
it only took 20,seconds to fill the Nursery with Live Steam,i Supose 
you QOvereducated Morons of the Labor Racket board are to iiutch 
Uninformed a Bout any and all things as to know Just how Steam is 
aplyed to Radiators in Hospitals,Well heares the way it is done Say 
your Boilers Carried 125,LBS,Steam pressure the Steam is aplyed 
to Radiators over a Reduceing Valve thats set to Operate at from 
5,to,15,LBS pressure on the radiator ,But in all Cases there is a 
Bypass a Round this Reduceing Valve that can be Opened up and pit 
Full Boiler Pressure on the Radiators Get this in your Thick 
Head ,?7,a11 Recuceing Valves Has this by pass this is for in case 
that the Reduceing Valve gets ovt of order thay can Let a Little 
steam a Round the Reduceing Velve while the Reduceing Velve is 
Beaing Repaired Theres Generaly 2' Steam Gauge in the Line between 
the Reduceing Valve and the Radiator The Engineer Opens up this BYpass 
Velve Just Enough to allow 5,LBS of Pressure to pass over i supose 
you Overeducated Political,vorons Can Get the Operation of this as 
Heare described in to your Thick Heads,well this is How we are 
going to Make the charity Thieves That Runs Hospitals Raise Our 
wages From 20,Cents an Hour to one Dollar an hour you Labor Eoard 
Racketters cant see us 36,000 Engineers in NYC working 12,Hours 
a Day 7,Days a week For 60,Dollars a Month,well if we Have to join 
in with the Communists Spies to Get a Raise in pay,?,O0k,we will 
blow up Enough of these Charity Robers to Make these Fornicaters 
take Notice i will Have More News for you Shortly in the way of 
Fires Floods and Explosions and other so Called Accidents if we 
Have to Resort to this we all Voted for Roosevelt Hopeing that He 
might do something for us well we are tired of this Starveation © 
wateing,Hoover wages and Democratic prices ie 

Yours Truly 

John,Rogers Engineer, "! 


5. Fhotostatic copy of clipping from the NEW YORK TIMES, bearing 
heading "5 HOSPITAL BARIES KILLED BY ST“AM", as follows: "6 Overcome 
in Sleep as Worn Velve on Radiator in Perth Amboy General Blows Out. 
2kevived by Physicians but One Succumbs Later--The Defective Valve 
Had Been Taped, Investigator Finds. Nurse Daisy Maguiness visited 
the nursery of the Perth Amboy General Hospital at 1:30 o'clock 
this morning and found the six tiny occupants sleeping. When she’ 
returned a half hour later to take them to their mothers for 


the 2 A.M. feeding the nursery was white with steam and the babies 
unconscious. 


"Five of the bebies died despite desperate attempts to 
resuscitate them: two were revived, but one of these died early 
this evening. The infants who died were: 


"The 5-day-old son of Sergeant and Mrs. John Rigz, Raritan 
Arsenal, Raritan Township. 


"The 9-day~old son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jankowski, 23 
Crampton Avenue, Woodbridge, N. J. 


"The 10-day-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Ruszala, 
477 Miller Street, Perth Amboy. 


"The 6-day-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hatarick, 371 
Kirkland Place, Perth Amboy, who died at 7:30 this evening after 
having been revived earlier in the day. 


"The 4O-day-old daughter of an unwed mother. 


"The child who was revived was the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Andrew Abaray, 17 Herman Avenue, Carteret. 


"Steam Valve Blew Out 


tA steam valve on the nursery radiator had blown out in 
the interval between Mrs. Maguiness's visit at 1:30 and her return 
at 2 otclock. The threads were «orn and the valve had been taped 
with adhesive tape, which gave vay under the heat and pressure, 
allowing the stam to fill the room." 


The above letters and enclosures were discussed with 
Assistant United States Attorney RICHARD BURKE, of the Southern 
District of New York, who advised that in his opinion the letters 
constitute a violation of the extortion statute. 


No description of the subject or victims is presently 
available. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 
WASHINGTON OFFICE: 


At the Wage and Hour Division of the Department of 
Labor, will attempt to locate the original letter and envelope 
forwarded by the National Labor Relations Board to that division. 
This original letter and envelope should be forwarded to the 
Bureat laboratory for appropriate examination and analysis. 


Also through the National Labor Relations Board, will 
secure the original letter forwarded on October 25, 1939 


NEWARK OFFICE: 


At PERTH AMBOY, NEW JERSEY, will make inquiry through 
the Perth Amboy General Hospital and the Police authorities to 
determine if they heve any suspects or persons arrested in con- 
nection with the matter set forth in the NEW YORK TIMES clipoing 
which is quoted herein. 


NEW YORK OFFICE: 

Will conduct appropriate investigation through the 
Esplanade Hotel, 305 West End Avenue, in an attempt to locate the 
author of these letters. 


Will conduct such further investigation as appears 
advisable. 


~ PENDING - 


AS . 
ce) a Vetruary 29, 1.940 


Special Agent in Charge 
New York, New Yoxts 


Dear Sirt 


Reg JOHN ROGERS 
CHAINMAN, NM. L. Ro B, ~ Victing 
WAGE & ROUN ADMINISTRATION ~ Vietiny 
EXTORTION 


There are enclosed herewith two photostatie coples of a 
letter dated Desenber 16, 1 eee ee Thie letter 
* 


wea furnished te the Bureau by Mise Frankfurter, sdminis- 
trative Agel. National Labor Relations ashington, D. C., 
and it is noted farnished correspendenes under date 
28, 1999, in this matter. The evidense was subaitted 
te the Labera and ed below: 
%.  Typewritten letter beginning “Now as there is 
catnarked "27 rk, 
Qi. Rnvelope pos York, New Yo 
Ooteber 192%) 1096 Peat 
Q. Typewritten letter beginning "4n Goleed find 
Jivet « « 
QS.  Typewritten letter beginning "tte aljways Good 
fer a» a 
ic Wola Kia Sc 3 envelope postmarked "11, Yashington, DB. C., 


Mr, Nathan COPTE Ostober as, 1999 8 Pp, x,” 
bidet Ne S DESTROYED } newepaper clipping entitled "§ Roepital Babies 
S82 OCT 261964 Killed by Steam" 


Me. Chee ee 


eet imac ae The Labo advised that the typewriting on 

Br Colley amon G2 one QS wae uded to have been p Ee tas cone caskdbe 
eons A eouparteen with the standards on file in Technical ea i 
wr Givin —————-- ne speulted in the eoncluefon that these three specimens were prepared 

Mr: HADO —mmw-—- FH tLYpewriter equipped with Plea Monegrem type with a hori sontal 


Mr. Hendon 


Mr tester loiter spacing of ten letters per inch, sanufastured by the Underwood 
——_—— Pypewrd specinen Q3 was 
Mr. Meintire te have been Ryle ha on @ typewriter equipped with Remington 


Mr, Nichois 


enn i 


Mr. Rosen 


Wy. Quinn Tamm 


reo 19% +| hi a ee 


: FLDERAL BUREAU OF iNVESHIGATia 
Rise ee DEPARTMENT OF shes 


| 


| | 


There are also subsitted herewith copies of another 
letter dated Deember 2¢, 1939, trenenitted to the Hurecu ty the 
National Laber Rel ations Board, which is likenise signed 
Kibeer*, The oviginal is being furnished to the Laboratory 
for appropriate @tenination, 


The above is furnished for your information in oomection 
with the investigation of thie matter. 


Very truly yours, 
dotm Edgar Hoover 
Mi reetor 


Enel ceures 


Fn mt captamyenien 8 og we 
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TITLE ¥ CHARACTER OF CASE 
i 


JOHN ROGERS. 
CHAIRMAN, N.L.R.B. - VICTIM. EXTORTION 


{Mace & HOUR ADMINISTRATION - VICTIM. 


‘SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Perth Amboy P. D. made no arrests and 

no one under suspicion for causing death 

of five babies in nursery of Perth Amboy 
General Hospital 10/23/39. Hospital 
authorities suspect no one. County 
Prosecutor stated incident caused by 

worn threads on air vsive. Grand Jury 
indicted no one. JOL SROWN, Hospital 

night orderly, and three handymen eliminated 


may 


ff as writers of extortion letter. Chief MURRAY 


threw away letter he received in October, 1939, 
from individual in Northern New Jersey enclosing 
clipping and offering services as stationary 
engineer. 


- RUC + 


1/20/40. 


V2 DEb! Oe 1 
DETAILS + i Re HEME 


ui sie Oot the Perth Amboy Police basen: 
sey = y CHIEF OF POLICE JOHN MURRAY that no 
arré Q L! pad ig gl or anyone placed under suspicion in 
connection with the incident at the PERTH AMBOY GENERAL 


HOSPITAL, Perth Amboy, New Jersey, on October 235, 1939, in 
which five babies were asphyxiated by steam escaping from 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent L. LEVIN, New York, N. Y. 


APPROVED AN 


PECIAL AGENT 
FORWARDED: DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


IN CHARGE 


33 & OCT 26° 1565 OF THIS REPORT 


\ ; \3 - Bureau 
\ 3 ~ New York 
\ 1 - Washington Fld 
* (Info. ) 
2 - Newark 


9.8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 77-2034 


9-169 


a nursery room radiator from which the air valve, which had 

been held in place by a piece of adhesive tape, was blown off 
when steam was raised. He further advised that the Grand Jury 
had gone into the matter very thoroughly without fixing res- 
ponsibility on anyone, and that it was his own opinion that 

the incident was due to lack of fumds at the hospital, and poor 

. administration by MISS SARAH VAN‘GELDER, the Director, and SIDNEY 
'’ RIDDLESTOFFER, President of the Board of Trustees of the hospital. 


CHIEF MURRAY further stated that several days after the 
incident, he had received a letter from somewhere in Northern 
New Jersey, he could not recall the location but thought it was 
above Newark, in which the individual, who signed and dated the 
letter, wrote along the lines that it was "too damn bad that 
qualified stationary engineers were out of work and handymen did 
work on valves and radiators." This letter, he stated, had enclosed 
with it a clipping on the hospital incident from a Perth Amboy news- 
paper, but was thrown in the wastebasket along with several other 
letters from sympathizers and criticizers. He added that the letter 
might have been from Cliffside or Bloomfield, was about four pages 
long, in handwriting just above medium size, and contained an offer 
to come to Perth Amboy to help out as a qualified stationagry engineer. 


The Perth Amboy P. D. file on this tragedy was made avail- 
able to the writer, who noted that it contained reports of the police 
officers as well as statements from all persons who the police and 
hospital board felt had anything to do with the incident; there were 
pictures of the nursery room and radiator valve, together with news- 
paper clippings commenting on the incident. According to one clip- 
ping, the County Prosecutor stated that the incident was caused by 
worn threads on the air valve, which mmeone attempted to keep in 
place with adhesive tape, 


Of the four handymen at the General Hospital, statements 
had been taken from three, No statement was taken from the fourth 
one, JOSEPH BROWN, night orderly, as MISS VAN GELDER, when inter- 
viewed, stated the directors did not feel he had anything to do with 
the incident and that he was on duty October 25, 1939, which is the 
postmarked date of the letters mailed from Washington and New York 
to the N.L.R.Be 


Statements of the other three employees disclosed that 
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STEVE MASKOWITZ was employed by the hospital for six years as 
day fireman; that NICK PAZUK was employed for five years doing 
carpenter work and sometimes fixed steam radiator leaks, and 
that JOSEPH SZEMATOSKY Was employed for thirteen years and 
was night fireman on the date of the incident. 


None of these employees has a stationary boiler fire- 
man's License, according to their statements and MISS VAN GELDER. 


The night fireman receives a salary of $78.60 per month 
and his work included helping JOE BROWN, the night orderly in 
the men's ward until BROWN'S discharge on December 12, 1939, 


MISS SARAH VAN GELDER, Director of the PERTH AMBOY 
GENERAL HOSPITAL, stated that the hospital authorities had no 
suspicions as to anyone connected with the hospital or otherwise 
in connection with the nursery room incident, and that statements 
had been taken from all individuals whom the Board of Directors 
felt had any connection whatsoever with the matter. She added that 
the three handymen who were working for the hospital had been with 
it for a long time and were hired by her after personal interview, 
she has complete confidence in them and advised that she has no 
personnel file on them, but only a card showing the dates they were 
hired and their addresses, inasmuch as they are all locali people, 
known to other hospital employees. 


With regard to JOSsPH BROWN, MISS VAN GELDER advised 
he was working for the hospital at the time of the incident, but 
had subsequently been dismissed on December 12, 1939, for appearing 
at work in a drunken condition. She added that no statement was 
taken from him because the Board of Directors felt he had nothing 
whatsoever to do with it. According to CHI#F OF POLICE MURRAY, 
BROWN is a chronic drinker, who, if approached from the standpoint 
of sympathy over his discharge by the hospital, would probably open 
up to a Federal Agent, but that he would tell nothing to the local 
authorities as he had been arrested in 1932 for drunkenness and 
disliked the police very much. 


The writer did not interview JOSEPH BROWN, because it 
was felt he could supply no information of value and the fact that 
he is apparently the type of individual who would take delight in 
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re-opening the hospital incident which all the authorities feel 
is a closed matter, 


MISS VAN GELDER further advised that she had received 
ea letter from somewhere in New Jersey, verhaps ENGLEWOOD, from an 
individual who expressed himself very well and offered his ser- 
vices as a steam heating engineer. 


In view of the commonness of the name, JOHN ROGERS, and 
the fact that CHIEF MURRAY does not recall the locality from which 
the letter was received, no further investigation is being conducted 
by this office in this matter. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICH OF ORIGIN - 
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April 8, 1940. 


Special Agent in Gherge 


Washington, 6, C. 


Dear Sir: 


Ss 


ROGERS 
__ CHAISMAN, B. L. R. 3. - Vietin; 
“WAGE & WOUR ADMINISTRATION ~ Vietin; 
EXTORTICN 


ie nade to the repert ef Special 


Reference 
Agent L. LEVIN dated at New York City January 20, 


ie cee oe Mew York 

Mir. Lester 

Mr. McIntire 
“Mr, Kichots 
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Pers. Files 
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Beard and appropriate laboratory examina‘ 
sade and report forwarded to the New York Office, 


leade fer your offi 


Very truly yeurs, 


dokn Edgar Hoover Ve 
Director " 
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THLE §=GQHANGEG: f wi a CHARACTER OF CASE 
/ JOHNOROGERS Alias~fsaac?Kibser; —- 
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“| syn (sis OF FACTS: 
ti; ‘ 
(a -Two additional letters, one dated 12/16/39 
and second dated 12/28/39, both at Brooklyn, 
ay NY addressed to victims in this case 
Vy ‘i typewritten by ISAAC KIBSER, Kimberly 
‘ ae ca Hotel, NYC, both dealing with same matters 
‘oh dealt with in letters quoted in reference 


report. No information developed either 
at Kimberly Hotel or Esplanade Hotel 
concerning identity of JOHN ROGERS oR 

arf ISAAC KIBSER. At Esplanade Hotel authori- 
ties furnished name of PATRICK J. HAVIN, 
formerly Chief Engineer who is st&spended. 
At Kimberly Hotel authorities furnished 
name of CARL PFIEL, formerly fireman, dis- 


charged about 10/19/39, as suspect. Suspects» 
to be located and interviewed. 


or 
‘ ae 
REFERENCES; Report of Special Agent L. Levin, New York City, 
dated 1/20/40. 
Bureau letter, dated 2/19/40 (Bureau File 
#6255640) 
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the aid of a Mesenger Boy investigate these Lousy joints you will 
see at once That all that Exists of the NL 2B is the name and a 
Big payeing Job For a Bunch of Blind Guids,its not communist that 
These Labor Robbers are Squawking a bout its a Last stand to | 
Fool you Blind guids and Mental Criples,you Dumbells Had better cee 
that Roosevelt Runs the 3,rd time this may stay off the Over throw 
That is long Over dew,we are not Voteing the Republican ticket or,The 
Dir Hard we are not Voteing for this Little rinheaded Jchn Garner 
This Poker playeing Whiskey Drinking Evil Old man is a die Hard in 
Other words J P Morgan would be president and this Drunken Old Man 
Could get Drunk and stay Drunk for 4,Years if roosevelt is Elected 
4,Years more it night stay off the Revolt thats Far Over dew 

Donch you think that some of you Political Ripvanwinkles Should tell 
The Rich Man that he has gawn to far,in fact these Wage slav Drivers 
Has Gawn as far as thay are going Until the Fireing Squad Takes Them 
For that Last Mile Walk,?,These Legal Robbers should stop Wworrieing 
a Bout the debt of the country what theseSlave Exploiters now Should 
worry a Bout if thay are still to have the Country,The Slaves are 
tired of seeing the Labor Racket Board Beaing Revised to Suit the 
Labor Robbers we are not Complaineing a Gainst Roosevelt He has 
Done all he can with his Rebels and diehards Under the Present Form 
of goverment he cant do no more ,,Yours truly isaac,Kibser, Kimberly 
Hotel,at 74,Street &,Broadway,no answer Please do something???? " 


There was likewise transmitted by the Bureau an envelope post- 
marked New York, New York, October 25, 1939 1:30 ©. ™. and 
addressed to "Chairman,of the :',L,R,E, Washington, DC." 


There were likewise transmitted two pnhotostatic 
copies of a second letter dated December 2°, 1939 and likewise 
Signec ISAAC KIBSER. This letter is quoted as follows: 


"Brooklyn NY December the 28,th 1939 
to the National Labor Board Racket 
Washington IC 


Dear Sir 


a Few lines to you Blind Guides at the Wheel of the National Racket 
labor Board if you Blind guides cant see 36,000.Licensed Steam Engineers 
in New york city working 12 Hours a Day for a Lower standard of Liveing 
then that in sing,sing, you Birds should Resign to Earl Browder of _ 
Hitler,as nothing could be worse then the Existance of a Licensed 

Steam engineer in New york city,we work 12 Hours a Day 7,Days a week 


ay ee 
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DETATLS: The title in this case is marked changed to include 
the alias of IGAAC XISSE™, rho is apparently identical with 
subject JOHN ROGERS. 


The Bureau letter of reference transmitted two 
photostatic copies of a letter dated December 16, 1939 
signed ISAAC KIBSER, which letter had been furnished the 
Bureau by MISS ESTELLE S, FRANKFURTER, Administrative Assistant, 
National Labor Reletions Board, Washington, D. C. This letter 
is quoted as follows: 


" Brooklyn ny December the 16,th,1939 


Chairman of the N LR B, 

Washington DC 

Dear Sir 
Now as there is nothing Left of the N L R B But the name You Birds ; 
Should Have it Easy Until the Over_throw Comes on the Comeing aes 
Election Day in 1940,at present time This Country is at an all time 
High as far as Production is conserned Yet we Have an all time Low 
Wage,Especialy a_Mong 36,000,Licensed Stationary Steam engineers in 
New york City these men are still working 12,Hours a Day 7 Days a 
Week,you Birds that Controlls the National Labor Board Racket Cant 
See this i am Quite shore and you Blind Guids of course Could not 
Find these Places,so for you Blind Guids i am Giveing you Rips 
The names of these Labor Robbing Dumps a_Long with their Street NO,&, 
adress,at these addresses Licensed Engineers are still working 12. 


Hours a Day 7 Days a week for a Lower standard of liveing then that in 
with their Names and street NO,&,address you blind Guids Can with 

the aid of a Messenger boy find these lousy dumps,Quote First comes 
the Hebrew Home of the aged at Howard & Duemont AVE,Brooklyn These 
Charity Thieves pays next to Nothing,Next comes another Bunch of 
Labor Robbers at &71,Bushwick AVE Brooklyn,Next comes another 

Labor Robbing Dump by the name of the ST,Marries Hospital at Fort 
washington AVE on the hill at the East End of the George Washington 
Bridge you can Easy find this Bug infested Dump its so Rotten that 
You Blind Labor Leaders can Smell it ,Next comes a dirty Joint at 
112.East 83,Street Next comes anothes Lousy Dump at 11,"ast 32,Street 
one Block from the Empire state Building.You Dum artists Should 

Easy find this Dump,Next comes The ST,Johns,Hospital at 490,Herkimer 
street Brooklyn,Next comes another Bunch of Long faced Chairity 
thieves that Runs the Rockaway Beach Hospital,?,at Rockaway Beach,Li 
The louseyest Dump that Heads the List is the ST, Johns Hospital as 
giveing a_Bove this Bug infested Joint pays next to Nothing for 


engineers,?,i could Give you many pages of these Charity Robbing 
Thieves Street NO,&,And address,after you Blind Labor Leaders with 


a ae 


For so long we Begin to think that thay should do in Sing Sing as we do 


Or Wake room in sing sing For us Engineers as we are tired of working 
12 hours a Day 7 Days a week?,i am shore you ise Birds cant find these 
Lousy chisling Dumps so i will give you the name and the Street Number 
and address Quote one of these Bug ridden cumps where life is Lower 
Then that in sing,sing,is a Lousy Bug infested Dump by the Name of 
The ST, Johns, Hospital,at 480,Herkimer,Street Brooklyn,at this Lousy 
Charity Robbing Joint these birds pays Engineers next to Nothing 

when you Get the wages below 3,Dollars a day For Engineers well we 
Begin to Sing That famious Song Sing,Sing My happy Home, 

at 871 Bushwick AVE,Queens this dump works 12,Hours a Day a Week 7 
days a Week For less then 2,Dollars a Day for Engineers,at the 
ST,Marries Hospital Fort Washington AVE,at the East End of the 

George Washington Bridge This Bug ridden Lousy joint is a Tuf Dump 

in Every sence of the word,The Hebrew Home of the Aged at Howard And 
Duemont,AVE Brooklyn, is another Jew Dump that works 12,Hours a Day 

7 Days a Week for a Lower Standard of liveing then that in,Sing,Sing 


The rockaway Beach Hospital,at Rockaway Beach is another Lousy Joint 
at 112,East @3,Street Manhattan is another Labor Robbing Joint,The 
ST,Johns Hospital,at 480 Herkimer,Street Brooklyn Heads the list of 
these Lousy Bug ridden Dumps that pa_ys nothing,For Engineers 

a Mong the many these hearegiven is only a Few,For you blind Guids to 
look Up as you Have no Excuse as you blindRacket Labor board Cant 
help but find these Lousy Joints with the aid of a Messen-er Boy you 
Racket Board wont have any truble in findeing these Lousy joints 

if you Blind Guids in washington Exvects us 36,000,Gegestered voters 
to Vote the democrat or Republican ticket in the comeing Electicn you 
you Dumbells are going to be disapointed ,°,we all are voteing the 
socilist Labor Party ticket,Believe it or not, 


Yours Truly 
issac Kibser, 
address Kimberly, Hotel, 74,%, Broadway 
Manhattan, NYC,No,answer,Please do something 
NC answer nessary,?, 


The Bureau letter states that the letter set fortl 
above dated December 16, 1939, the envelope postmarked October 
25, 1939, and the transmitted letter addressed to the Chairman 
of the National Labor Racket Board, Washington, D. C. and which 
starts: "in Colsed find First * *", were prepared on a typewriter 


equipped with Pica Monogram type with a horizontal letter 
spacing of ten letters per inch, manufactured by the Underwood 


Typewriter company since 1934. 


The Bureau letter also advised that the letter 
set forth in the reference report which begins "its allways 
Good for a Sneeze --" was prepared on a typewriter equipped 
with Remington Noiseless type, Elite style, having a horizontal 
spacing of twelve letters per inch. 


The letter quoted in this report and transmitted 
December 28, 1939 signed by ISAAC KIBSER was furnished the 
Bureau Laboratory by the Bureau for appropriate examination. 
The results will be incorporated in a subsequent report. 


At the Esplanade, Hotel, 305 West End Avenue, 
New York City an- interview was had with MR. R. E. SIDLER, 
Manager and MR. R. S. WHITE, Auditor. These persons advised 
that there were no individuals either registered at the hotel 
or employed by the hotel under the name of JOHN ROGERS. They 
recalled, however, that sometime during the month of November, 
1939 a person whom they believed to be a New York City detective 
appeared at the hotel to make inquiry about a JOHN ROGERS; 
that he had indicated to them that letter had been received 
signed by JOHN ROGERS to the effect that the Esplanade Hotel 
was to be blown up, and that as they recalled, the letter 
mentioned something about poor working conditions and poor 
salary for licensed steam stationary engineers. They were 
unable to recall the name of the particular detective or 
any place where he might be located. 


During the course of further conversation with 
these gentlemen it was ascertained that from about the middle 
of July, 1939 up until the latter part of September, 1939 
negotiations were pending with a local union for recognition; 
that there was no aggressiveness on the part of any of the 
employees, and that no hard feelings apparently existed be- 
tween the employees and the ~anagement of the hotel. The 
negotiations were carried on in a peaceful and amicable 
manner, there being no picketing or attempts to cause 
strikes in connection with the negotiations. Negotiations 
were completed to everyone's satisfaction during the latter 
part of September, 1939. It would appear, therefore, that 
the letters would have no connection with any union activities _ 
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inasmuch as the ktters commenced in the latter part of October, 
1939. 


Messrs. SIDLER and WHITE related, however, that 
there was formerly employed at the Esplanade Hotel a Chief 
Engineer by the name of PATRICK J. LAVIN who was dismissed 
from his position on October 16, 1939 as a result of inefficiency 
and presumptuousness. He had been employed by the hotel for 
seven years but nothing was known concerning his employment 
prior to that time, 


The application form on file at the hotel reflects 
that this individual was born on October 28, 1893; that he 
is married, has two dependents, and was residing at 83-37 
60th Avenue, Elmhurst, Long Island. The records also 
reflected that he was receiving $38.10 weekly plus meals. 


The gentlemen have heard that subsequent to the 
time that LAVIN was discharged he was unable to secure another 
nosition and that he finally went on home relief. They have 
no information concerning his present capacity or placement 
point. 


They recalled in connection with LAVIN that he 
apparently was prone to writing letters inasmuch as he, 
being a licensed stationary engineer, once communiczted with 
the License Department of the City of New York advising 
them that an employee of the Esplanade Hotel was not a licensed 
engineer. They recalled further that the particular employee 
had on file at the time an application for the necessary 
license and that accordingly no action was taken with respect 
to the letter directed to the License Department by LAVIN. 


For the purpose of completing the records, it is 
stated that these gentlemen, after checking records, advised 
that they did not know, and had never heard of any person 
named ISAAC KIBSER. 


At Station N of the United States Post Office, 
230 West 69th Street, New York City it was ascertained that 
there is no removal record on file for either ROGERS or KIBSER 
from the Esplanade Hotel. / 
Inquiry was made at the CREDIT BUREAU OF ghzarar 
NEW YORK, 55 Fifth Avenue, New York City through MISS#O! NEIL 
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who after checking available records advised that she could 
not locate any credit report for either of the individuals 
with an address of the Esplanade Hotel. 


Inquiry was likewise made through the Bond and 
Forgery Squad of the New York City Police Department where 
it wes ascertained that according to police regulations all 
letters of a threatening nature must pass through that depart- 
ment where appropriate records are made. Upon request, 
Lieutenant JAMES PIKE in charge of the squad, caused the 
necessary search to be made, but this resulted negatively in 
the location of any letter having to do with the Esplanade 
Hotel, the National LaborRelationsZ0ard, or with the Wages 
and Hours Administration, nor was any record located of a 
letter written by a JOHN ROGERS. 


Appropriate notations were made by Lieutenant 
PIKE who advised that if anything of a similar nature came 
to his attention, he would immediately notify this office. 


At the Kimberly Hotel, 74th Street and Broadway, 
New York City interview was had with “Rh. AXTERSON, Night 
Clerk, who has been employed at the hotel for several years, 
and with MISS KELLY, telephone operator. They advised, after 
checking records, that there was no indication that any 
person by the name of JOHN ROGERS or ISAAC KIBSER had resided 
at the hotel, There was found, however, a record of one 
BENJAMIN P,#ROGERSwho resided at the hotel for approximately 
one year prior to October, 1938 and left a forwarding address 
for 1450 Beacon Street, Brookline, Massachusetts. This 
BENJAMIN P. ROGERS was a dress salesman, but the employees 
of the hotel did not know the concern with which he was 
connected. At the present time no further consideration is 
being given to BENJAMIN P. ROGERS. 


Interview was also had with 'R. EDVARD J. MILLER, 
Auditor at the Kimberly Hotel who, after checking records, 
advised that no person bearing the name of JOHN ROGERS or 
ISAAC KIBSER had ever been employed at the hotel in any 
capacity. He related that about a week prior to October 26, 1939 
a fireman was discharged after working at the hotel for 
approximately one month. This individual's name was CARL 
PFIEL. He was discharged inasmuch as he was not licensed. 
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WR. MILLER could furnish no further information concerning 
this individual. He did advise that at the present time 
there is a Chief Engineer employed at the Kimberly Hotel 
named RIOD aS This individual was employed on 
October 26,4939 at a salary of %100 per month plus room, 

aS a licensed engineer. He has never complained about his 
position, his small salary, or working hours. However, 
according to MR. MILLER, WALSH is of a boisterous type piven 
to excessive drinking, but faithfully and satisfactorily 
performs all the duties in connection with his employment. 
MR. MILLER ascertained that WALSH las a continuous employment 
record since 1929'at the Fifth Avenue Hotel, the Marie 
Antoinette Hotel, the Wentworth Hotel, the Century Hotel, 
and previously at the Kimberly Hotel. WR. MILLER further 
informed that WALSH is believed to be an ex-Navy man and 
travels around with rather a loose and boisterous crowd. 


; It was observed during the course of the inter- 
view that there are available in the Auditor's office two 
typewriters, one a Royal and the other an Underwood, but 
the Underwood was damaged during September, 1939 and cannot 
‘operate. MR. MILLER also advised that he definitely knows 
that WALSH has no personal typewriter in his room at the 
hotel. 


MR. MILLER furnished the following descriotion 
of RICHARD WALSH: 


Age 36 

Height About 5' 11" 

Weight About 175 lbs. 

Hair Sandy 

Eyes Blue 

Complexion Red 

Nationality Trish 

Marital Status Married 

Occupation Stationary engineer 


At Station N of the United States Post Office, 
previously mentioned, it was ascertained that there was no 
record of removal for either JOHN ROGERS or ISAAC KIBSER 
from the Kimberly Hotel. 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE 


At New York City will report the results of the 
laboratory examination of the letter dated December 28, 1939 
signed ISAAC KIBSER. 


At New York City will locate for interview 
PATRICK J. LAVIN, 83~37 60th Avenue, Elmhurst, Long Island 
at which time it should be determined if he has or has had 
access to an Underwood or Remington typewriter in which event 
appropriate specimens should be taken. 


Will also through the Hotel “alton ascertain 
information concerning CARL PFIEL who should be questioned 
along similar lines. 


- PENDING - 


® 


Sederal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
New York, New York 


June 3, 1940 
ATTENTION: TECHNICAL LABORATORY 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D. C. 


Re: sun Rocers, with alias; 
CHAIRMAN, N.L.R.B. - Victim; 
OWAGE AND HOUR ADMINISTRATION - Victim; 


GOVERNOR HERBERT H .gLeHMAN ~ Victim; 
EXTORTION 


There are being transmitted herewith a photostatic copy ‘\_- 
of an envelope postmarked October 21, 1939, Station W, New York, hr 
N. Y., bearing a canceled two-cent stamp and addressed "Private 
mall only, Gov,H,Leahman, Albany, NY"; a photostatic copy of a 
letter dated "Brooklyn NY October the" and starting "it will be 
Just to_Bad . . .", signed John Rogers; also a photographic copy 
of latent fingerprints developed from the above-described letter. 


Dear Sir: 


UNIT. 
if 
oN 
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It is respectfully requested that an attempt be made to 
determine if the type-writing on the envelope and letter are iden- 
tical with the typewriter previously used in this matter. It is 
also requested that the latent fingerprints transmitted herewith 
be searched through the Bureau's single fingerprint file. 
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Very truly yours, 


offs Feyem 
a 
P. E. FOXWORTH 
Special Agent in Charge 
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RecA ENT 


See Me 

Please File 

Piease Handle 

Block & Route 

Block & Return .” A. T. Potter 
Room £1420 Br. #125. 


. Yours truly Joh Rogers 
address 305,West Wad AVE NYC 
iy es not kn ‘nowen if , 
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Form No. 1 


THIS case ORIg»aTEDAT NEW YORK, NEW YORK NY Freno. 9-581 MER 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE iat REPORT MADE BY 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 6/3/40 4/2235/31/40 L. LEVIN 


‘ TITLE CHANGED: CHARACTER OP CASE 
JOHNCRO ROGERS , alias Isaac ‘Kibser; 
CHATRMAN , AN, L. R, Be - Victim; EXTORTION 
’ WAGE AND’ HOUR ADMINISTRATION - Victim; 
GOVERNOR HERBERT H/. LEHMAN - Victim. — 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Information concerning CART VFIEL available at the 
Payroll Department of Immi-rant Savings Bank, New 
York City. New York City rolice Department fur- 
: nished photostatic copy of letter addressed to 

yl oS Victim, Governor LEHMAN, likewise signed by JOHN 
. ROGERS in tone similar to previous letters. New 
Se 6s ~ York City PD also furnished photograph of latent 
se ae fingerprints. Letter and fingerprints being for 
warded to Bureau for appropriate examination. 
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REFERENCE: Report Of Special Agent L. LEVIN, New York City, 
date 5/9/40. 


DETAILS: 2 a le in this case is being changed to add Governor 
: H. LEHMAN as a victim. 
ve DELL OF af ieuice 

the Sefference report reflects that an interview was had 
WithEIe-| OVARY WA OMIILER, auditor, Kimberly Hotel, 74th’ Street 
and Broadway, io ork City. Subsequent to that intervigw Mr. 
MIPMER | conf. with Agent and advised that the inférmation 
concerning CAR * L would be availabhe through a Mr ¥ ‘FITZPATRICK 
in the Payroll Department of the Immigrant Savings wank, Wew York 
City, tur. FITZPATRIQK » office being in Room 624 of that ‘building. 
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He stated that Mr. FITZPATRICK had located an application form for 
CARL PFIEL and would be only too glad to make this information 
available. 


The reference report Liner seects that an interview 
was had with Lieutenant JAMES}PIKE in charge of the Bomb and Forgery 
Squad, who caused a search to be made in an attempt to locate let~ 
ters having been directed by ROGERS or KIBSER to the victims listed 
in the body of this report. Subsequent to that attempt Detective 
O'MALLEY of the Bomb and Forgery Squad communicated with the writer 
and advised that there had been located in his files a letter 
signed by JOHN ROGERS but in which the victim was Governor LeHMAN. 
Detective O'MALLEY furnished Agent with a photostatic copy of the 
envelope and its contents. The envelope was postmarked October 21, 
1939, Station W, New York City, and bears a canceled two-cent_ 
stamp and is addressed as follows: "Private mail only, Gov,H,Leahman, 
Albany, NY". The letter itself if quotedas follows: 


"Brooklyn NY mes the 
4 
Governor H, Leahman 


Albany, NY 
Dear Sir 


it will be Just to Bad for your Lousy Hide if you Fail to do 
Something a Bout the Miserable Conditions of the 36,000, Licensed 
Engineers in NYC we Expect you to do something at once Besides 
put up a Sham Battle a gainst Labor if its Action you Lousy 
Jews want you will get it and at Once,Talking a Bout Hotel 
Fires and Boilers beaing Blowed uv, you Lousy Charity Robers 
that Runs these Bug Ridden Joints called Hospitals are Now 
dew for a Little axcitment Heares a List of Hospitals that 
Going to get the Woiks,First Comes the Lousy Joint of the 
Hebrew Home of The aged at Howard& Duemont AVE,Brooklyn this 
Lousy Jew dump is to be Blowed off of the Map in the Near 
Future Next comes a Lousy Catholic Dump of a Hospital on 

Fort washington AVE, at the west End of The George Washington 
Bridge this is the ST,Maries Hospital,the Next Jew Dump of 

a Hospital is at 871 Bushwick AVEBrooklyn, The Next one is 
The Rockaway Beach Hospital, At Rockaway Beach,L,i,the Next 
Bunch of Charity Robers thats dew to go Skyward by Danimite 
is the Bug ridden Joint called the ST,Johns,Hospital at 480, 
Herkimer ST,Brooklyn, the Next Jew Dump of a Hospital to be 
Blowed up is the Park,iast,Hospital at 112,East 83,ST,Manhat- 
tan the Next in Line to go up in Smoke is the Esplanade Hotel, 
at 305,West End AVE, these hotel Thieves Pays nothing for 
Engineers at all, the wages is Far below Messenger boys wahes 


hee 
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"The next Jew dump of a Joint to go up in Smoke is the 
Stratford,Hotel at 11,East 32,ST,Manhattan,The next Hotel 
that on the List at present is a Lousy bunch of Labor robers 
at the Oldcott Hotel,Centrel,Park East,Near 75,ST 7 Central 
park West, you Lousy Jew Labor Robers that dont pay Licensed 
Engineers as Motch as a Mesenger boy you Birds are now 
Listed to Heare from the Engineers of NYC,Like it or not 
Unless your Hide is Mighty tough you better invest in a 
Bullet proof Vest and take out some More life inshurence i 
am out of a Job now and dont forget my advice a Bout the 
Vest 


Yours truly John, Rogers 
address 305,West End AVE NYC 
PS i am not Knowen by this Name Heare 
No Finger Prints on this Letter it has 
Been wiped off" 


Detective O'MALLEY also furnished the writer with a photo- 
graph of several latent fingerprints which had been developed as 
a result of processing the above-quoted letter. 


The photostatic copy of the envelope and letter and the 
photographic copy of the latent fingerprints are being forwarded 
to the Bureau for the purpose of ascertaining if the typewriting 
appearing on these documents is identical with the typewriting 
appearing on other letters received in this case and also to have 
the latent fingerprints searched through the single fingerprint 
file. It is here observed that Detective O'MALLEY informed that 
the latent fingerprints had been searched through the New York 
City Police Department single fingerprint file without effecting 
identification. 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
New York Field Office 


a — 


% Will report the results of the laboratory examination of 
the letter dated December 28, 1939 signed ISAAC KIBSER. 


- 3- 
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* Will locate for interview PATRICK J. LAVIN, 83-37 - 60th 
ct’ Avenue, Limhurst, Long Island, at which time it shwould be deter- 
mined if he has or has had access to an Underwood or Remington 

typewriter in which event appropriate specimens should be taken. 


* Will also through the Hotel Walton ascertain information 
concerning CARL PFIEL who should be questioned along similar lines. 


Will also report results of the laboratory examination of 
the letter quoted herein and of the search of the latent finger- 
prints. 


~ 
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June 14, 1940 


vA 


Special Agent in Charge 
New York, New York 


BPranpM  62-55640~11 


Re: John Rogers, with alias; 
Chairman, National Labor Relations Board - 
Victim; Wage and Hour Administration - 
Victim; Governor Herbert H. Lehman - 
Victim; Extortion. 


Dear Sir: 


There ig transmitted herewith the laboratory report 
covering the examination of specimens submitted by your office 
in connection with the above entitled matter and received in 


the Bureau June 5, 1940. 


Very truly yours, 


Ve. Meevenr 


e 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Enclosure:" 
, MAILED 
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Hi 
ne 
et 


“way — 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


EWS:5G 
° June 14, 1940 
: Laboratory Report 
Case: John Rogers, with alias; Chairman, Number: 62-5§640-11 


National Labor Relations Board - Victim; 
Wage and Hour Administration ~ Victim; Governor 
Herbert H. Lehman ~— Victim; Extortion, 


epeeamene @5. Photostatic copy of front of envelope postmarked "New York, New York, 
Station #, October 21, 1939, 5:30 P. M.". 

Q6. Photostatic copy of accompanying letter beginning "it will bet", 
Photographic copy of latent fingerprints developed from the 
above-mentioned letter. 

Examination requested by: New York 

Date received: 6/5/40 

Examination requested: Document -— Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: Miller 


It has been concluded that specimens 45 and 46 were written on 
the sarie typewriter as specimens G1, v2 and G4. Specimen 3 has not been 
written on the same typewriter as was used in writing these other specimens. 


Specimens Wl through G4 were submitted by Estelle 3, Frankfurter, 
Administrative Assistant, National Labor Relations Board, Washington, D. C. 
Specimens Ql through \3 were submitted under date of October 28, 1939, and 
specimen \4 was submitted under date of December 18, 1939. 


The original evidence submitted is being retained in the files 
of the Laboratory for use in any subsequent examinations which may be desired, 


A separate report is being submitted concerning the fingerprint 
examination requested. 


1 - Bureau 
2 -— New York 
1 - Laboratory 


Mr. Tolson 

Air. Pathan 

Mr. £. A. Tamm 
Mr. Ciess 

Mr. badd 

Mr. Cottey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Glavin 

Mir. Harbo 

tir. Hendon —— 
Me. Leste: 


Mir. Mcintive 
Mr. Miohols 


fans 
Me. Peaningtow — “s, go 


Mr. Rosen Bory 


Mr. Quinn Tarom ae 
Adm. Fites 

pers. Files 
Four Room 


Mr. Tracy Pat 


Miss Gandy 
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June 12, 1940 


LJF:MC » 
62=55640-11 oe 


“oeciel agent in ae 
eve York, ' be ew Yor: a 


Rog J7HS ROGERS, with alias 
Cus PAN, Ne le fe 3. VICTIM 
“ACE AND HOUR ADUINT- STRATION, 
VICTIM 
UVERNOR HERBERT 1, LSIEA4, 
VICTIM 
STATION 


“se 
ae 


Year oir 


Xeference is made to your letter of ime 3, 
1940, submittini: a ochotographic copy of latent fiager- 
prints de veloped in connection with the cbhoveee titled 
Case. 


You are advised thal the ispressions apoearin- 
in the photograph have been examined and four, which are 
those of fingers, have been found te be of value for 
comparison purposes. None of these imovescstons contain 
mifficient characteristic detall to parnit classification 
and search throuch the Moreau'’s sincle Mngerprint file, 


Very truly yours, 


ponains ef : John Edgar Hoover 
eee Some DLrector 


@ @ " 


ae te . 
ce : FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION + 21650 
6 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
: : Laboratory Work Sheet Recorded 6-6-40 2:30 P.M. 
Has Joba oe with ues | he ares a 
. fil Gy a PS Mims y tin Fil cones 
pei nade fiiea = Vis 116 #69 556 40-11 
Extortion 
Examination requested by: Kew York 
Date of reference communication: _ b-3h8 Date blocked: G-5d® £8 


Examination requested: Decunent-Fin gerprint 
Result of éxamination: Examination by: 


MILLI 
Fallon 


Specimens submitted for examination 


saa yi OPEC iMense SUDMLUUGG fOr Caainavion 
© 4 Lap tarball copy gf front of envelope pestaarked Kew York, N. Y. Sta W Got 21, 
> aN > 
Q6 Puotestatic eopy of accompanying letter beginning“it will be Just...*. 


pres ataamaas eopy of intent fingerprints developed from the abeve mentioned 


“jp tebe 677 
Chita file 6 % 


PJOHN EDGAR HOOVER @ 
x, DIRECTOR — - 
pr , 
Hederal Bureau of Investigation 


= United States Aepartment of Justice 
” RCF: AWK Washington, B.C. 
62=5822-6-1430- 


lab. 39325 
December 11, 1940 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. IA DD 


(e) 
Re: Isaac Kibser; Letter 
Addressed to 
President Roosevelt. 


On December 7, 1940 Mr. E. W. Youngs of the Defense 
Unit transmitted a letter to the Technical Laboratory 
with the request that the handwriting appearing on the 
letter be searched through the file containing espionage 
handwritings. The questioned letter was addressed to 
President Roosevelt and contained a suggestion for more 
speed for defense, and no aid to England. This evidence 
is listed in the laboratory's files as follows: 


62~58216-1419 Q6, Envelope postmarked "Brooklyn, 
New York, November 25, 1940, 
9:30 P. M." addressed to 
"President Roosevelt, Washing- 
ton, D. } 
Q7, First sheet of accompanying NM 
letter, being of white, unlined paper, ~ 
handwritten on one side, beginning 
"if you want to bring....". 
Q8, Second sheet of accompanying 
letter, being of white, unlined oe 
paper, handwritten on one side, ge ; 
beginning "do a way with that , an (i 4 
crazy...". Bhasin os SY a ge ci 
“A Ase Stapled to above letter, wh = 
7 bw Pot received in laboratory from ge ah of. “/ Be as i LZ. 
? 


Mr. Youngs, was a small pie 
pM of paper on which was handwrithdt en) 
Bee, in blue the following "Suggéstion 
CG oo for more speed for def ense—-No + DEC 17 19:40 
rs aid to England", | ; 


4 


Page 2 
Memo for Mr. Ladd 


The handwriting appearing on the submitted evidence 
was searched through the anonymous letter file of the 
Bureau, the file of espionage writings and the file of 
anonymous communications to Departmental Officials without 
effecting an identification. Appropriate photographic 
copies will be placed in all three files in the event that 
additional writings of this same individual are received 
for examination in the laboratory. 


The original evidence is attached hereto for whatever 
disposition the Investigative Unit deems proper. 


Addendum: Photographic copies of specimens Q6 through 
Q8 are being retained in the laboratory. 


‘ te aoe 


JCHN EDGAR HOOVER: & 
DIRECTOR 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
LLL: KLIW < United States Department of Iuatice 
; Washingtan, A.C. , 


December 23, 1940 


MEMCRANDUM FOR MR, ROSE 


Sd a 
VICTIM; EXTORTION am 


— There is submitted herewith a letter dated 

vy December 5, 1940 from Brooklyn, New York, signed John Rogers, 
eee addressed to the victim in the captioned case, together with 
: the envelope in which this commmication was mailed. 


x It is suggested that the Technical Laboratory 
‘ process these specimens for latent fingerprints and also 
me search them through the anonymous communication file. Copies a 
Rg /[ of the Laboratory's report should be submitted to the New York {~ 
. | | Field Division. wh 8 
ee Respectfully, — ass 
TO eee et Ma YS 


Attachment. = 


January 9, 1941 


Ladle 


& 
Nor: ED 
OF e586 40 ~/3X 


Special Agent in Charge 
New York, New York 


RECORDED — BTRAARE 2 


Re: John Rogers; 
Mre. Frances Perking 
(Mise Frances Perkins) - Victim; 
Extortion. 


Dear Sir: 


pe There is transmitted herewith the laboratory report 
covering the examination of specimens submitted by your office 
in connection with the above-entitled matter and trangmitted by 
your communication dated December 23, 1940. 


A LH Very truly yours, 
Ly 
oe ) \ Sag Shere 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Enclosure 


a sone en catcn Eien So 
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COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAILED 


w& JAN 9 1941 


P.M. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


STH :AWK FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
January 9, 1941 
Laboratory Report 


Jolm Rogers; 39705 
Reivng, Frances Perkins, Lab # 

(Mies Frances Perkins) - Victim; 

Extortion. 


Examination requested by: Bureau (Anewered to New York) 
Reference: letter of 12-23-40 


Examination requested: Document ~ Fingerprint 


Specimens: Holland 


Ql, Rnavelope postmarked “New York, New York, December 5, 1940, 
10:30 A. WL, 

Q2, Firet sheet of accompanying letter dated December 5, 1940 
beginning “as .... you are you showld...". 

3, Second sheet of above letter beginning "Your own Lousey 
Hide..." a 


The evidence listed above mas trenamitted to the 
laboratory from the Investigative Division under date of December 


23 5 1940+ 


a ee ee ee ee ee 
measuring 9.50 to 9.53 by 4.14 to 4.18". It is 0043" thick, 
weighs 5.432 graeme, and contains no watermark. The address 
appeering on Ql is written in script with blue-black ink. 


Specimen Q2 is a sheet of white bond finish 
peper which measures 10.91 to 10.95" by 8.47". ‘This specinen 
contains no watermark, is .0027" thick, and weighs 3.319 grass. 
The message appearing on Q2 is written in script with a dlue- 
black ink. 
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Laboratory Report 
Page Two 


Specimen Q3 ie a sheet of white bond Sinish 
paper which mensures 10.94 to 10.95 by 8.48". It ia .0027" 
thick, weighs 3.533 grams and contains no watermark. The 
oo appearing on Q3 4s written in script with blue-black 


The hendwriting appearing on specimens Ql 
through Q3 was compared with the handwriting appearing in 
the monynous letter file contained in the laboratory but 
the examiner found nothing of particular interest or of such 
significance as would suggest field investigation. A 
photographic copy will be placed in this file and in the 
event of a future identification your office will be advised. 


Specimems Ql through Q3 were treated for 
the development of latent fingerprints and a report on this 
exazination will be subsitted separately. 


- Photegraphio copies of specimens Ql through 
Q3 are being trenemitted to your office herewith. 


The original evidence is being retained in 
the files of the laboratory. 


1 Bureau - 
2 New York 
1 Laboratory 


te | 


‘Pederal Bureau of ‘Investigation 


ae 
mela ot 1940 


Technical Laboratory 


Single Fingerprint Section 


No latent fingerprints developed 


Iodine prints developed on 77 


Silver nitrate prints on EA 


Identiscope negatives attached hereto. 


Examiner 
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January 10, 1941 


JEO: FSM 
me 
Lo. St ¢a-) 2 
pam OS fo sYy 
% in Cases 
New Yerk, New Yerk 
RE: JOHN ROGERS 
MRS. PRANCES PERKINS 
(MISS FRANCES PERKINS) 
VICTIM, EXTORTION 
Dear Sirs 


Referense is made to the Listed 


following specimens 
ee ee ee ee 


nation in camection with the ebowve-entitie case: 


Qi Envelepe postmarked "New York, N. Y. Dec Ss 1940 
10:30 AM* 

Q2 First sheet of aceompanying letter dated December 5, 
1940, beginning “as ...you are you should..." 

Q 3 Second sheet of above letter beginning "Your ow Lousey 
Hide.s.* * 


You are advised that the specimens sutmitted have been 
examined and two latent fingerprints of value for comparisan 
purposes were developed. Of these, one was developed on the 
epecimen designated as *Q 2" and one on specimen "Q 3". 


‘Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hooves 
Director 
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Laboratory Work Sheet 
rrr — nr (Recorded 12-27-40 11:00 A.M. chp) 


John Regers; 39°705 
Re: Mrs, Frances Perkins, Lab. # Q—"7OB5~2, 
Giisa Frances Perkins), File # 
Victim; Extortion 
[ supervisor 1. Le Langpiia ) ne ai a4. 
Examination mequested by: 


Date of epepanes communication: Let TAR Date blocked: = 
Docunent-Fingerprint 


Examination. requested: 


Result of examination: Examination by: 
Ott 
oe Specimens submitted for examination 


Ql Envelcpe pestmarked ‘New York, M. Y. Dee 5, 1940 10:30 iu. 

Q2 Firat eae of accompanying letter dated Deg 5, 1940 beginning“as ...you 
are you sheuld..." 

Q3 Second sheet of above letter beginning*Your om Leusey Hide..." 


LATENT Col ce York 
VA oto reel Bored, Le Ne ‘ et tL att 


ag 77. /2-Bo. 
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ae i} 
e194] 


OF of 


Federal Bureau of Investigation =~ 


United States Department of Justice 
New York, New York 


: : \ f 
9-581 ee 
CAB: IR March 18, 1941 ee 


“4 Director # \ } 
fa Federal Bureau of Investigation Attention: Teotinical Laborator 
Washington, D. C. 
Re: JOHN ROGERS, was. WiseacKibser, "Charley's Friend" 
i " _. CHAIRMAN, N.L.R.P. = Victim 
5 P WAGE & HOUR ADMYNISTRATION ~ Victim 
ae a GOV. HERBERT H.~ LEHMAN =- Victim 
ne MRS. FRANCES PERKINS - Victim | A” 
ae / MAYOR F. Hy) JaGUARDIA - Victim 
Ho \ PRESIDENT W. D. ROOSEVELT - Victim; 
© ne ‘EXTORTION / -\ a Sy 
oS 
bs a Dear Sir: ea 
me . 
ais There is enclosed herewith a 
a page typewritten letter dated July 31, 1940, addressed to "Mayor LaGuardian< } 
2S and signed "Charley's Friend", which, because of its similarity of 7 ne 
i content, is being included in the above entitled case. This letter ss, 
a Was recently obtained from the Bomb Squad of the New York Police Depart- zn § 
ment, which is retaining the original letter in its files. NAN 
Se a ay t 
There are also enclosed three specimens of handwriting ipa 
believed to be that of a John Rogers residing at Bellemore, Long Island Se 


who is suspected of writing the letters involved in this case. These 
include a Christmas card and a letter addressed to Robert Martin, Vice 
President of the Citizens! Savings Bank of New York, Rogers! former 
employer. These specimens were turned over to Special Agent C. A. 
Braathen of this office by Assistant Vice President Marklein of the 
Bank and are to be returned to him by this office when they have served 
their purpose in the laboratory examinations. The third handwriting 
specimen is a photostatic card, copy of a Change of Address Card, the 
original of which is on file at a New York City branch post office, 


AB HSB ar 


5 oft S. 
(3 
ety 


ACHE: 
aL 


In a review of the New York file on this case, it has 
been noted that communications from the Bureau bear Bureau file numbers 
100-6033, 62-55640, 62-59486 and 9-7088, It is Boast that the Bureau 
consolidate these in 9~7088. 
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9~581 


It is noted that the Laboratory conducted document 
examinations under Technical Laboratory numbers 35899, 37402 and 39705. 
It is requested that the Laboratory compare the handwriting appearing 
under numbers 37402 and 39705 with the specimens enclosed herewith and 
compare, if possible, the typewriting of 35899 with the questioned type~ 
writing specimen enclosed herewith, which begins "as you Perhaps" and 
continues to the second page which begins "Talk, as a Proswades", In 
this connection, it might be noted that the New York Office has not 
received a report of the examination of the questioned specimen (set 
out in full in report of Special Agent L. Levin, dated 5/9/40 at New 
York City) dated December 28, 1939, which begins "a Few lines to you 
Blind", This specimen also should be compared with the typewritten 
specimens mentioned above. 


It is noted that the Single Fingerprint Section stated 
in Bureau letter to the New York Officedated June 12, 1940 (Bureau file 
62~55640) that four of the photographed fingerprint impressions submitted 
were of value for comparison purposes. In Bureau letter to the New York 
Office dated January 10, 1941 (Bureau file 9-7088) the Single Fingerprint 
Section stated that two fingerprint impressions of value for comparison 
purposes had been developed. It is requested that a comparison be made 
between these two sets of latent impressions. 

¢ 

It has been learned from the New York City office of the 
United States Secret Service that the writer of these letters has 
addressed numerous letters of a similar nature to President Roosevelt, 
and as a result of this investigation the original letters in possession 
of the Secret Service at Washington, D. C. have been consolidated into 
Secret Service file WH-10607-S. 


Very truly yours, 


B@ €. Gtat— 


B. E. SACKETT 
Special Agent in Charge 


Enclosures (4) 


ce: 62—55640 


April. 2, 1941 
JEO:CER 
97088 - 2 


Special Agert in Charge 
New York, Kew York 


Ba senKooe 38, with aliases, 


Isaac’ 
Ovcharleyts Friend™; CHAIRMAN, WN. 1. 


Vietin 407 AMY HOUR ADMINISTRATICR « 


Viet img 
MRS, FPAKCt 


ARMOSEVEIT = Vietiag EETCRTION 


heer Sirs 


Reference is made to your letter of Mareb 18 Posed ON 


requesting that the letent ispresslons in Baresu file 


be sorpared with the latsnt impressions previcvely developed in 
connection sith the aboveeentitled case, your file *= 81, 


advieed that the roquosted eonparieons have been 


You are 
nade without effeeting an identifications 
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= > 
~ , ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION # 
@ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 25778 
Date Recorded: 3-26-41 11:30 A.M. 
Single Fingerprint Report 
Case: JOHN ROGERS was. Isaac Kibser, "Charley's Number: 9-7088—2 
Friend"; CHAIRMAN, N.L.R.B. — Victim 
WAGE & HOUR ADMINISTRATION - Victim 
GOV. HERBERT H. LEHMAN - Victim 
Specimens; MRS. FRANCES PERKINS ~ Victim 
PRESIDENT F. D. ROOSEVELT - Victim; 
EXTORTION 
Requested that the latents in Bureau File ##62-55640 be compared 
with the latents in Bureau File #9-7088., 
Examination requested by: New York 
Date received: ; 3-21-41 fja (Rec'd. from Lab. 3-26-41) 
eS Examination requested: Fingerprint 
Result of examination: Examination by: Ott 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Arpartment of Justice 
New York, New York 


April 22, 1941 


4, 
ie ee 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Attention: Technical Laboratory 


SE? 


. 

Re: WESLEY HAMPTON with aliases; ; 
CHAIRMAN, N.LRLB., BT ALCL o 
Victims; EXTORTION a 


a Fe (ea 
(Bureau File 9~7088) (eae 


- 


Dear Sir: 


There are being transmitted herewith ten pages of 
the handwriting of subject WESLEY HAMPTON which pages are numbered 
as specimens 1 — 8b as well as a two-page letter which is unlabeled, 
the first page of which is dated at Brooklyn, New York, on April 17, 
1941, and is addressed to "Dear Sister Margie," and the second page 
of which begins "possible I will drive out" as well as ac 
card of WESLEY HAMPTON which was enclosed*with this lette 


turn was enclosed in an envelope addressed to MARGARET 
which envelope is also enclosed. 


ling 
which in 
CUMMINS, 


The above-mentioned handwriting specimens were obtained 
from HAMPTON while he was being interviewed in comnection with 
instant case and the letter was in his possession at that time 

and is being forwarded inasmich as it is believed that it presents 
a better specimen for comparison since HAMPTON appeared to be trying 
to disguise his handwriting while writing the specimens 1 — &b. 

It is requested that the Laboratory compare the handwriting sub- 
mitted herewith the the handwriting appearing on specimens Ql, 


Q2 ang Q3 submitted in connection with this case formerly entitled, 
" JOHN“ROGERS; Mrs. FRANCES“PERKINS » Victim; EXTORTION (Bureau File 


9-7088)" referred to in Laboratory report #39,705 dated January 9, 
1941. It might be noted that the questioned specimens consist of 
an envelope and a two-page letter dated December 5, 
fiaMWKVED & INDEXED — | 

It should be noted that the handwriting spec {me 
bered 1 - 8b were all written by WESLEY HAMPTON with! his ‘omit 
fountain pen and that an unlimited supply of paper was; giver -tp an 
him and no limitation was placed upon him as to the use of the 
paper or the spacing of the letter. No punctuation, | capitaliza 


afk 


nade ats eat 


Copy and, Specimens Retained in fal, 


Ries 


Ane eat HN ite oe 
rane renecenrcers: 


; | / 
9-581 | 


To Director 


or spelling was indicated to him in any way except as hereinafter 
noted. It might also be noted that HAMPTON in preparing these 
specimens wrote rather slowly and shakily and that in specimen #1 
HAMPTON was told to capitalize Europe the second time it was written 
and was told to write out the "President" in President ROOSEVELT. 
After writing specimens #1 and #2, HAMPTON. was interviewed further 
before writing specimens #3a and #3b and it was noted during the 
dictation of #3a and #3b that HAMPTON. hesitated after writing 
"Dec." before writing '5"; that he questioned the use of "this" 

in the phrase "this blind guides"; that he questioned the meaning 
of the word "fornicators"; that he said the letter read like the 
speeches of Senators NYE and WHEELER; that he attributed the 
writing of the letter to one ISAAC KIBSER upon hearing the passage 
about the engineers in New York City; that when the end of the 
letter mentioning JOHN ROGERS was dictated, he then attributed 

the letter to ROGERS. In the dictation of #8b it should be noted 
that the passage "but by the engineers in NYC" was dictated exactly 
that way, rather than as "New York City." 


It should be noted that subject HAMPTON is apparently 
insane to some extent and was committed on April 18, 1941, to 
Bellevue Hospital for observation and that he is presently under 
$1,000.00 bond in instant case. 


There is also transmitted herewith a copy of the finger~ 
prints of HAMPTON, and it is requested that the single fingerprint 
section compare these with the latent fingerprints available in 
instant case. 


It might be noted further that the New York field 
division is now in possession of handwriting specimens and 
fingerprints of JOHN ROGERS of Bellmore, L. I. who formerly was 
considered as a suspect in instant case, but in view of HAMPTON's 
apparent responsibility, these handwriting specimens and finger- 
prints are not being forwarded to the Bureau at the present time 
and are being placed in New York file 9-58l. 


When the two-page letter and envelope addressed to 
MARGARET E. CUMMINS have served their purpose, these items and the 
calling card of HAMPTON should be returned to the New York division. 


Very truly_yours, 


B. E, SACKETT 
Encl, Special Agent in Charge 
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RE: WESLEY HAMPTON WITH ALIASES 
CHAIRMAN, a. Le Re Be, BT aL 
VICTIMS; EXTORTION 


transaitting, together with handwriting specinena, the fi pan 
: & 


sions previcusly developed in connection with the abeve-entitled . 
case, your file #9-561. 


You are advised that the latent impressions previously 


developed have been compared with the fingerprints submitted, but 
no identification could be effected. 
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Laboratory Work Sheet ‘Recorded 5-1-41 11:30 wat 5 . 


C: Wesley Magten with sdiseoss "Lab. if 
chal saan, ee Be, ET Aly rie Zane 


; wow. 62-55640-18 
Examination requested by: ayy York, Mow York 
Date of reference communication: Af22/4. latter Date blocked: 4 fyesay em 


Examination requested: Peewaesd 


Result of examination: , Examination by? Feehan 1 
DingleaE 
Ott 
t } ee submitted for examination 


K-29 Secand shest of asoempunyiag letter bearing the purported handwriting sf 
joat umpton, begiming, “Peecihig I will drive eat to....! 
K-20 Macloned in euvelepe is a snail eard id - Hergyton 
Electrie & Stem Engineer e...". 
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= roar. HAMPTON TURNED OVER TO UsMy FAILURE TO POST ONE THOUSAD 
pot BOND. EXPECTED TO BE COMMITTED TOMORROW MORNENG TO BELLEVUE 


10 PRS S- FACTS CONCERNING ADPREEENSION. 
os AND H PLS 
; OK FEL was De DEN 


é RIGINBL MISSING 
; _fo~ meets Beas 
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BUREAU OF Seu 7 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FMS sstb 
To; COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. April 18, 1941 
SAC 


Transmit the following message to: 
2 © 

WESLEY HAMPTON WAS JOHN Stcers, ISAAC KISSER, ET AL VIKEX. YOU ARE 
ree ba aeenmnemamen nmeniek Gad Shean RSH TEOME EE 

TO PRESS FACTS CONCERNING APPREHENSION OF HAMPTON. 
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 weSLEY HAMPTON, WAS, CHAIRMAN NLRB ET AL VICEX. HAMPTON COMMITED TODAY | 
TO BELLEVUE HOSPITAL FOR TEN DAYS OBSERVATION. | 
a SACKETT 
b H PLS 
OK FBI WASH DC DCN 


“¢ 


RECORDED 


"4 
U.S, DEPARTME AI OF JUSTICE _ 


_ oo io mee 
po FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
ens Oe New York, New York ‘ NY Fueno. 9-584 MJR 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN rr dill PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 


New York, I. York 4/24/41  3/5,11,14,15,17|18, C. A. BRAATHEN 


al "95, Dd: 4/11— | cuxnacren oF case 


TITLE 
GC LANGED 
wesLer® PTON, alia 13,17 "18/41 


J oln“.ogers, I sanolkivser, 3 Charley's Friend"; EXTORTION «+ 


etin; 
Mrs. FRANC SEKINS, Faetin; 
MAYOR F. HLaGUARDIA, Victim; 
President F. DM ROOSEVELT, Victim. 


WESLEY HAMPTON interviewed, handwriting 
specimens and fingerprints obtained and 
forwarded to Bureau. Authorized complaint 
filed 4/17/41; hearing waived; HAMPTON turned 
over to custody USM in default $1,000 bond 
4/17/41 and gemmitted to Bellevue Hespitel 
4/18/41 forjten days! observation. 


# 


WAGE & HOUR ADI igmarroy Victim: 


“p 


REFERENCE: Letter from New York to Bureau dated March 18, 
1941; revort of Special Agent L. Levin dated 
at New York June 3, 1940. 


DETAILS; The title of this case is being changed, and it is 
noted that the last report carrkted this case as: 
"JOHN ROGERS alias Isaac Kibser; CHALBMAN, N, L. R. B., 
Victim; Wage end Hour Administration, Victim; 
Gov. Herbert H. Lehman, Victim; EXTORTION." It has 
naw been determined that WESLEY HAMPTON is the writer 
of instant notes and the names J.OBN , ISAAC 
KIBSER as well as the new alias, "Charley's Friend," 
which has been added, were merely signatures on 
such notes. 
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: The title also reflects the additional victims 
as Mrs. FRANCES PERKINS, Mayor F. H. LaGUARDIA 
and President F. D. ROOSEVELT. 


By letter dated June 12, 1940 (Bureau file 62-55640) 
the Bureau advised that four latent fingerprints of value have 
been found in the latent fingerprints forwarded by the New York 
office, although such impressions did not contain sufficient 
characteristic detail to permit classification and search through 
the Bureau's single fingerprint file. 


By letter dated June 14, 1940, (Bureau file 62-55640) 
the Bureau transmitted the following laboratory report: 


"Specimens: 5. Photostatic cooy of front of envelope 
postmarked 'New York, New York, Station W, 
October 21, 1939, 5:30 P. M.!. 

Q6. Photostatic copy of accompanying letter 
beginning tit will be **'.. Photographic 
copy of latent fingerprints developed from 
the above-mentioned letter. 


"Tt has been coneluded that specimens Q5 and Q6 were 
written on the same typewriter as svecimens QI, Q2 and Q4. Sveci- 
men Qo has not been written on the same typewriter as was used in 
writing these other specimens. 


"Specimens Ql through Q4 were submitted by ESTELLE S. 
FRANKYURTER, Administrative Assistant, Nationat® Labor Relations 
Board, Washington, D. C. Specimens Ql through Q@3 were submitted 
under date of O&tober 28, 1939, and specimen Q4 was submitted under 
date of December 18, 1939. 


"The original evidence submitted is being retained in the 
files of the Laboratory for use in any subsequeyt examinations which 
may be desired. A separate report is being: @aBmitted concerning 
the fingerprint examination requested. 3% 43 

By letter dated September 3, 1940 (Buneau file 62-59486) 
the Bureau forwarded the following Laboratory report: 


"Specimens: Q1, Envelove postmarked 'New Tommy. New York, 


July 10, 1940, 4 P. M.!. 
Qe, Accompany ine letter peginning "You jews Better....! 


=D 


100-6033) he Bored to the New York office photos: tatie. ‘cabies of 
=a letter cetnee ot a 5, 1940, from one has Pious sivelope 083 


artment of. Justice by Mrs. FRANCBS PERKINS, to wi yh 
dressed. By this letter the Bureau ‘also requested 
feld division endeavor to ascertain ROG! 
identity- and uss. the matter of prosecution with the: Talia 
States attorne @ also apprise the New York ‘police department of 
the contants: 9: ROGERS! ‘letter insofar as the. ‘bombing ‘of. New York 
buildings was” “concerned. All of this subsequently was yone by the 
writer. . ae — : oe 


. DB 

- through - the 
_ the letter wa 
" thet the. New: ct 


. By. let ou dated January 9, 1941 (Buresu fire > 947008). the 
Bureau transmitted. the following Laboratory mporti” oe 


: "Specimens: Q, “Bayelove postmarked - ‘New York, New. ‘York, 
: ne December 5, 1940, 10:30-A. Mob 
Re First sheet of accompanying letter. dated 
- ‘Degember 5, 1940 beginning ‘as .... you are you should...! . 


8, Second sheet of above letter beginning 'Your 
, own Lousey Hide...! 


“The evidence listed above was transmitte to the 
. Laboratory from the Investigative Division under da of. December. 28, 
1940. . 


- Specimen Qu is a white bond finish envelope, measuring 
9.50 to 9.53 -by 4.14 to 4.18". It is.00434 thick,.. weighs. 8.432 grams, 
and contains. ho watermark. The address appearing’ n QI is-written in 
_ seript. with, blue-black ink. 


"Specimen Q2 is a sheet of white pond Finish. paper: which - 
measures 10.91 to 10.95" by 8.47". | This mecimen®™ ‘contains. no" watermark, 


is. 9027" thick, ‘and weighs 3.3192 grams. © “fhe message ‘Sppearing on Qe 
is written in seript with a. blue-black Ale 
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"Specimen Q% is 9 sheet of white bond finish paper 
which measures 10.94 to 10.95 by 8.48". It is .0097" thick, weighs 
3.553 grams and contains no watermark. The message anvetring on 
Q3 is written in scriot with blue-black ink. 


"The handwriting aonearing on specimens Q1 through Q3 
was compared with the handwriting ayvpearing in the enonymous letter 
file contained in the laboratory but the exeminer found nothing 
of varticular interest or of such significance »s weould suszest 
fielc investigation. A photographic cooy will be placed in this 
file and in the event of a future identification your office will 
pe advisec. 


"Soecimens G1 through U3 were treested for the development 
of latent fingerprints and a report on this exsmination will be 
submittec seoarately. 


"Photographic covies of soecimens Ql through Qé@ sre being 
transmitted to your office herewith. 


"The original evidence is being retained in the files 
of the Laboratory." 


By letter dated January 10, 1941 (Bureau file 93-7088) 
the Buresu transmitted the following revort as to the fingerorint 
examination requested in connection with the letter to Mrs. FRANCES 
PEPKIFS: 


"Ql Envelope postmarked 'New York, VY. Y. Dee 5, 1940 
10:20 AM! 

"Q2 First sheet of accommenying letter cated December 5 
1940, beginning 'as ... you are you should...' 

"Q3 Second sheet of above letter beginning 'Your own 
Lousey Hide...'. 


"You are advised that the svecimens submitted have been 
examined and two latent fingerprints of value for cumeerison pur- 
poses were developed. Of these, one wa: Jeveloped on the specimen 
designated as 'Q2' and one on specimen 'Q3!." 


By letter dated March 18, 1941, the Few York fiele division 
forwarded to the Bureau Laboratory a photostatic cony of a two- 
page typewritten letter dated July G1, 1940, adcressed to Mayor 
LaGUAPDIA and signed "Charley's Frienc,"® which because of its 
similarity of content to previous letters incornorsted in this case 
is also being considered the work of subject. This letter had been 
obteined from the bomb squec of the “ew York oolice devertment which 


~4- 
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retained the originel letter in its files. The Hew York field 
division also enclosed three snecimens of handwriting believed to 
be that of JOHN ROGERS of Bellmore, L. I., who wes a susvect in 
instant case. This same letter recuested thet the Bureeu con- 
solicete Bureau files 100-6032, 62-55640, 6292-59486 and 9-7088 into 
Bureru file 9-7088. 


This letter further renuested that the Laboratory com- 
oare the handwriting oreviously examined under Laboratory num- 
bers &7402 and 39705 with the svecimens Enclosec with the letter 
and also requested a comoarison of the tynewriting examined under 
Leboratory number 35899 with the questioned tynvewriting specimen 
enclosed with the letter which berins "As you verhaps" and 
continues to a second wage which begins "Talk, as = Proswades.!" 
This letter also called attention to the fect thst the New York 
office hac not received a revort of the eyamination of the ques- 
tioned svecimen (set out in full in the revort of Snecinl Agent 
L. LEVIN dated at New York City May 9, 1940) dated TMecember 28, 
1269, which begins "A few lines to you Blind" and it was requested 
thet this svecimen also should be comosred with the tynewritten 
svecimens mentioned. By this same letter the New York field 
division requested that the single fingerprint section comosre 
the latent fingerorints aonesring in Bureau file 69-55640 with 
the latent fingerprints annearing in Buresu file 9~7C88. 


This same letter also mentioned that the writer of the 
letters being considered in instant case has addressed numerous 
letters of a similar nature to President ROOSEVELT and it was 
thougat that as a result cf instant investigation the original 
letters in possession of the Secret Service at Washington, D. C. 
had been consolideted into Secret Service file WH-10607-5. 


By letter csted April ©, 1941, the Buresu advised that 
the latent fingerorints apoesring in Bureeu file 62-55640 had 
been comoered with the letent fingerprints annecring in Bureau 
file 9+7088 without effecting an identification. 


By Bureau letter dated April 12, 1941, the Buresu trans- 
mitted the following Laboratory revort: 


"Snecimens; 94 Photostatic cony of a letter aderessed to 'Mayor 
LaGuardia!’ and begining 'as vou verhans ellredy 
Known that the Spies in NYC, are... .! 
G5 Second vage of letter beginning 'Talk, as a 
Prosweées i woul¢ show the Elevator Cantein Mr....' 


-5- 
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"KL Purported handwriting of John Rosers consisting 
of = Christmas card adéressed to 'Mr. Robert Lertin! 
and beginning 'dust a line hoping to find you in 
ZO0dea.-.! 

"¥2 Puroorted handwriting of Jonn Rogers consisting of 
# letter written on * grey Christmas cerdc and 
beginning 'Just a line to let vou know.....! 

"KG Purvorted handwritins of John Rogers consisting 
of 2 vhotostatic cov-y of a 'ORDER Tc CHANGE ADTRESS! 
card. 


"Tt wes concluded that svecimens 94 and Q5 were prenrred on the 
same Underwood tyvewriter as svecimens G1, Q2, 24, Q5 end Q6 referred 
to in Laboratory Resort #65899 deted June 14, 194°, a cony of which 
wes forwarded to the New York office in connection with the case entitled 
John Rogers, with aliases; Chairman, National Labor Relations Board - 
Victim; Wage end Hour Administration - Victim; Governor Herbert H. 
Lehuen - Victim; Extortion, Buresu file #62~55640. It is noted that 
specimen Gl is an envelope costmarked New York, N. Y. October 25, 
1969 1:20 PM adcressed to 'Chairman of the N.LLE.B., washington, 
L. C.' Specimen G2 is tne ecconnanyine tynewritten letter beginning 
‘in Closed find First Evamole......!' and signed ‘John Rogers, 
Engineer'. Specimen Q4 is 9» tyvewritten letter dated Decenber Lé, 
1939, at Brooklyn, New York beginning 'Now 2s there is nothing left 
eeee-' and ending 'Pleece co something?7?7?'. Swvecimen QQ’ is a tyne- 
written lLetier adtressed to ‘Wage & Hovr Administration, Weshington, 
D. C.' beginning 'its allways Good for e Sneeze......'. Snecimen 
Qa wes concluded to have beenwritten on a Remington Noiseless type- 
writer ecuivved with Elite tyne, and therefore on « different machire 
then the other specimens just referred to. 


"Tt was concluded thet the tyoewritten letter headed 'Brook~ 
lyn, HN. Y., December the 28th, 1929 to the “etionsl Lebor Board 
Fecket, Washington, D. C.!' beginning 'a Few linss to you Blind Guices 
at the Wheel......' and ending 'Yours Truly, issac Kibser, addressed 
Kimberly Hotel, 74 & Brosdway, Manhatten, N.Y.C. No answer, Please 
¢o something, No answer nessary,?', likewise wes done on the sane 
typewriter as the several specimens referred to in the revort of Snecial 
Agent L. Levin made at New York City, May 9, 1940 in connection with 
the case entitled John Eogers slias Isasc Kibser, Chairman, N.L.RB. - 
Victim; Wage and Hour Administration - Victim, Burecu file #62-55€40. 


"The reported handwriting of John Rogers listed in the 
Laboratory as mecimens Kl, K> and K3 is different from the hand- 
writing anvesring on svecimens Gl anc @2 submitted in connection with 
the csse entitled Anonymous Communication addressed to 'E. Lehman, 
‘overnor, Stete Capital, Albany, “ew York, N.¥.', Buresu file #€2- 
59486 and referred to in Lebor tory Revort #37402 dated Seotember €, 1940, 


BGs 
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@ cooy ov which was forwarded to “ew York. It is therefore con- 

cluded thet ths questioned handwriting wes not done by the writer 

of KL, K2 and KS. It is further concluded that the writer of Kl, 

K2 and kB did not write tue questioned handwriting anoeering on 

soecinens Ql, Q2 and GA submitted in connection with the crse eatitlec. John 
Rogers; mrs. Frances Perkins, (iiss Frances Perkins) ~ Victim; 

sxtortion, Bureau file «~7088 referred to in Laboretory reoort 

39705 datec January 9, 1941, a cony of which was forvarded to tke 

sew York office. 


"For record purposes, it is noted that the evidence 
listed in tae Laboratory as soecimens @2 and QS in the instent case 
is identic#l with the evidence referred to in connection with the 
cese entitled John Rogers; urs. Frences Perkins, (i:iss Frances 
Perkins) - Vietin; Brtortion, Baresu File 100-6083. 


"In accoréence with your request, the originsl evicence 
Ligted avove as snecimens Kl and k? is beins returned to your 
oftice nerewith, eonrooriste photogrrphic conies heving been re~ 
fained for tue comoletion of the leboretory's files. The remeinder 
of the evicence submitted in connection with this cese is being 
reteined in the files of the Laboratory." 


It is noted that this letter from the Buresu returned 
the supoosed handwriting specimens of JOHY ROGERS of Bellm.-, L. I., 
enc a leed is being set out to return suchspecimens to iv. .ARKLEI 
of the Gitizens Savings Bank, 58 Bowery, from whom they ive 
porroved for the comosrison. 


Inesmuch es considereble investigetion was concucted in 
this case which is not nertinent now to subject WOSLEY HAMPWOY, vorior 
investigation is being summarized in this rewort and will be 
snecificelly set ovt only where it relates to subject VUSLEY HALPTOM 
or to the elimination of the orevious susvect, JOHN ROGEIS, Bellmore, 
L. I. 


Upon checking vith the bomb squed of the ew York nolice 
devartment, Agent wes reierreé to the sabotege souad where it 
was discovered that the New York police denertment had an 
ad¢itionel letter accressed to Mayor LaGy DIA which letter iz 
substance stated that JOrIMBnPiaLLO, JONONCILYY ané CHAPLUS“BURTELL 
oFWBERCaLL, tue letter cf tue Esvlanade notel, were intending to 
blow wo the Park nest Kosvitel, 12 est 846 Street, os well es the 
nebrev i.owe for tue Ased, Loward and Dunont Streets, Brooklyn, 5t. 
John's hosnitel, 480 herkimer, jrooklyn, 2 hoso.itel at 871 Bushwick 
Brooklyn, St. macie's Hosxitel, east end of George Vasnington priéve, 
and the Rockaway Besch Hosvitel, Roclsvey Beach, L. I. This letter 


a 
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was Signed "Charley's Frienc." it snovld be noted herein tart 
these novstions are mainly the stme ones which heve been mentioned 
in other Letters in instent esse. Reference to the Hew York 
nolice department file on this letter revetle¢c thet a orelininary 
investigetion had been mace ant thet the case had been closed since 
the allegstions in the letter had not been substantiated. At this 
tine it wes learned from Detective JOHN KELLY of the sabotage 

squed thet the United States Secret Service alsohad some letters 
written by the same individual. 


Coatect with “r. F. u. (BILL) MORRIS, United Strtes 
Secret Service, revealed thet the locel office has a file of 
anoroximately twenty to thirty letters written amverently by 
the same indivicuel since the general ohrasing of the letters is 
the same, some of which letters are signed JOHM ROGNTS or ISAAC 
KI3SE>. It was eleo learned from lr. NORRIS thet Secret Service 
Agent PITZPATRICK had conducted some investigation in this case 
tvo veers ago without ascertaining the identity of the uriter of 
the letters but had Located a steam engineer by the name of JOH 
ROGS-S and had eliminated him from consideration. 


At the “ew York City Bosrd of Building Boiler Insvection 
irc. JOVU" NeKSiltA, clerk, checked his records and revealed that 
licenses as stationary steam engineers had been issued to two 
JOKY ROGERS, and it was further noted: that one of these lacividuals 
nace vorked for sone time at the Esplanade Hotel, which hotel 
has been mentioned in some of instant letters. It might be 
notec. here thet the index number of this indivicuel at the license 
devartment is 73859. The other individuel apperently hed no connec- 
tion wita eny of the notetions mentioned in instant cese. Further 
investigetion conducted in regard to JOm! ROGSPS, formerly enrolo; ed 
at tne Gsylancde Hotel, reverled thet he had also been emoloyed in a 
loft building, 49-51 blizabeth Street, which builcing was overated 
by the Citizens Sevings Bank and elso at the imseum of the City of 
New York, 10cda end Fifth Avenue. Subsecvent insuiry -t all of these 
vlaces indicated thet JOHF ROGENS! enclovers had never exverienced 
eay trovble with him and clso develooed tne informetion thet JOM 
ROGIRS is vresently operating a Tyfol gas stetion et werricl 
hore aac. Seéford Plece, Bellmore, lL. I. and is residing at 501 Nasesen, 
Bellmore, L. I. 


Investigetion at the Tidevater Oi] Comnany thro_gh 
AT"OLD G. SHIPP, credit mencger, reverled thet ROG TNS had. been 2 
derler since October $1, 1°59, and investigation et the Citizens 


Savings Bank thro igh ir. ROVEDL A. iAPTIV, vice oresi¢ent, end 
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Lr. EDLY HU eAPRKL: IN, aseistent vice vresiéent, revealed that 
ROGS.S aad besa a setisfactory emoloyee uy until the time he 

wes crinoled on October 27, 1956, when a freight elevator fell 
while le was operating it. The records Lere further revesled 

tuet ROGURS hed been treeted at Columbia and St. Vincent's 
hosoitels but not et onv of the hosvitels mentiored in the letters 
in icstent case. The sunvose¢ handwriting soecimens of JOHN ROGuRS 
oreviously mentioned were secured from i.r. MARKLEI™ at this tine. 
Subsecuent investigetion feiled to reverl that JOHN ROGIRS hed been 
employed at any other of the hosvitals or hotels mentioned in the 
letters in this cese, anc he nov has been eliminated as a suspect 
in this case and it might be noter Tere that handwriting specimens 
end fingerorints were t*ken fron JOLN ROGSFS but are not being 
forwarded to the Bureau and are instead being vlaced in the exhibit 
section of New York file 9-581. 


Throveh the co-overetion of Irs. F. K, PSTEPSON, secretery, 
ane Suoerintendent L. mM. ARRQUSHITH of St. John's Hosnital, 480 
herkiner Street, Brooklyn, the files of that institution vere 
enec’ed ane ths neres of ell oresent engineers emoloyec there were 
ootsined anc at tne seme tine tne names of all past emplo:ees dis- 
enarged for cause were also obtained. +t should be noted here 
tort this list includec the nane of WISLEY HAMPTON, a relief engineer 
employed at = salary of $85.00 ver month and maintenance. 


In checking other hosvitels and hotels mentioned in instent 
letters it was noted thet WESLSY HAuPTON's name apoesred on tne 
engineering versonnel of several of such institutions an¢, accorfingly, 
the comolete employment record of HAMPTOV was secured fron lr. JOH 
nekhiivA, clerk, of the .'ew York City Board of Building Ungineere, 
end it was ascertained thet HAMPTON worked at the Esvlanode t.otel, 

205 vest ond Avenue, on October 21, 1929; at St. Tlizabeth's Hospitel, 
190th Street enc Fort Vashington Avenue, on Avril 22, 1930; 

et the Brooklyn Hebrew come for the Aged and Hosnitel, Loverd end 
Dumont Streets, Brooklyn, on June 20, 1930; et Public School 6, 

35U Baitic Street, Brooklyn, on October 27, 1930; at the Hotel 
Berkley, 170 est 74th Street, on liarch 94, 1931; etthe Rockavay 
Beech Hosvitel, S4th anc Long Islend Avenue, Pockavey Beech, frou 
August 24, 1921 to June 21, 1942 end at St. John's Hosvitel, Brooklyn, 
since July 11, 1929. Further checling on this in¢ivicuel revesled 
that they heé no record of his emnlovment at the Usplrnade Hotel, 

but bell cantain iURPHY thought th2t he remembered HAMPTON es tie 
"slightly batty engineer" who consulted a book in regard to every 
engineering nroblem he met. 


"t the Yoolcott Fotel, uIK! GALLAGHER, chief engineer, 
recflled thet HAMPTON worked as engineer at he Stretford Hotel for 
about & yerr, such emoloyment ending seven or eight rears azo. 


On 
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Tie files of this hotel as nresented by iiss BSuti? BDELICAS, 
bookkeeper, revealed that HAUPTOr ves emmlored as engineer from 
Jenuary 14, 1935, to January 27, 1934, and thet at this tine his 
eadcress wes 226 est 7dta Street. Further investigation at 

St. John's Hosvital in Brooklyn revetled that HAMPTON had given 

as references lir. HOFVAY of the Berkley Hotel, swoerintendent 
GRELNSPAN of the Hebrew Home for the Azed and wr. J. SEIZE, 
manager of the Stretford Hotel. A check with “r. ISADORE GHES “S- 
PAM, executive director of the Hebre Home for the Aged, revealed 
thet HAMPTO was employed there from June 1, 1940, to October 13, 
1930, and that his services apoavrently were very satisfactory. 

A cneck at St. Elizabeth Hosvital through Sister Harina, bookkeever, 
revealed that she had neither any recollection nor any record cf 
HAnPTO.'s employment there. Through F. WV. HORPIS, United States 
Secret Service, it was determined that the adcress at 871 Bushwick 
Avenue, Brooklyn, mentioned in some of the letters was the 

biinore. Home for the Aged and that HAMPTON was not known there as 

a& vast or present employee. 


During tne interview with JOHM ROGuTS at Bellmore, L. [. 
HAMPTOM's neme wes mentioned. At the beginning of tne converse- 
tion, at which time ROGIRS expressed the belief tnat HALPYO! 
Was crazy and steted that Le believed HAuwPTOM wes resvonsible for 
involving ROGE~-S in some trouble concerning the writing of a 
letter to the President or some other immoortent official. PoOGuis 
further st-ted thet HAMPTON had made rather wild statements while 
employee as engineer at the Esvlanede and seemed to have a very 
simvle brein snd revorted seeing ghosts at night. le also steted 
thet HALPTON very freouently talked ageiast the Government and 
egainst President ROOSHVALT. 


Acting unon this accumulated informttion, egent nrocescded 
to St. John's Hosvital, 489 Herkimer Street, Brooklyn, accomoenied 
by Secret Service Acent MOPPRIS who hed ervressed a desire to be 
present at the interview of HAMPTON. HAMPTOU was intervievec con- 
cerning the letters in this case and was asked if he knew a 
KIBSaa. he first stetec thet he did not knov any KIBS=R, bot 
when the full neme of ISA‘C KIB5SSR wes mentionec, PAMPTON stctec 
thet ISA4C KIBSER is an indivicuel who sells Lottery tickets 
and lives et the Esolanade and Kimberley Eotels. It might be noted 
here tist vorevious investigation in this neighborhood has revenrled. 
thet no such nerson is known in that vicinity. Unon being astcec 
further es to who might have written the letters in this case if 
he cid not write them, HAMPTON immeciately renlied JCHI ROGurs, the 
lebor organizer. He further stated thet ROGETS was a redical 
erson and stated that RCGHPS is »oresently emnloyed at the Fifth 
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Avenue keseun. At this time it wes noticed thet no tyvewriter 
~ooeared to ve aveilable in HALPTOM's room and unon being ques- 
tionec in this regard he stzted thet ve formerly had a tyoewriter 
but got ri¢ of it about # veer or SO ago. 


HAMPTON voluntarily accomosnied azent to the Mew York 
field office wnere he wss questioned and where handwriting sveci- 
mens, fingerorints and nhotogrenns were teken of him. He readily 
admitted working at every nl-ce mentioned in instant letters with 
the erception of the hosvital at 871 Bushwick Avenue, Brooklyn, 
but Gdisclained any knowledge of instent letter. ‘then the 
complete agreement between the inaccuracies noted in svelling, 
gramiar, capitalization, etc. in the questioned letter to 
ups. PRAICSS PHRKINS anc those noted in the handvriting s.ecinens 
obtained from him was called to his attention, he could not 
explain this in any vey but still disclaimed any knovledge of 
naving written such letters, althoush he stated he might have 
written such letters waile he was having one of his »eriodic 
Cigey svells. Yhe questioning of HAL.PTON! at this tine develoved 
taat ne ned been interested in vsychic phenomena and had dis~- 
covered thet he was able to see tunings in the crystal" ond nad 
discovered ea mother lode of gold in Idaho turough the crystel 
out uad not verified its existence. 


At owe tine duri.g such questioning HAMPTON steted that 
ne would not write eny nore letters to enyone and said,"I guess [ 
must have been steamed uv." 


Uoon being shown two handwritten letters to the Presicent 
which were in the possession of lir. MORRIS, HArPVOL! st-ted that 
both of these letters were very clever imitetions of his hendwriting. 


At the conclusion of such interview HAMPTON wes tetren to 
the office of Assistant United States Attorney P&TUR DONOGHUE, 
and after being questioned by Ur. DONOGHUE, ean euthorized comolaint 
wes filed by revorting agent before United States Commissioner 
GAPRalTuW. COTTER, Southern District of “ew York, on Aoril i7, 
1941, chergine HAMPTON with violation of Section 3°8s, Title 18, 
United States Code, on the basis of the letter vritten to 
mrse FRACS PSPKINS. It should be noted here that this letter 
according to the transmitting confidential letter by which the 
photostatic cony wes forverded to the ew York field division 
was mailed in "ew York City on Decerber 5, 1240. In the event 
that this csse vroceets to triel, it will be necessary thet the 
originel envelone be ooiained fron tne Laboratory by the New York 
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field office to establish jurisdiction in this case. It should also 
be kept in mind that eny vrevaration of this case from the stanc- 
voint of introducing the testimony of the hendvriting exnert should 
be concerned with the above-mentioned letter to Urs. FRAYCES Peaks. 


Upon being teken before Commissionsr COTTLR, HANPTON! 
waives hearing and was turned over to the tnited States marshal 
in default of $1,000 bond. 


On Avril 18, 1941, a court order based unon the statement 
and belief of Assistant United States Attorney PETER Z. DONOGHUE 
that subject HAMPTON is quite possibly mentally deranged was signed 
by Judge COWGER committing HAMPTON to Bellevue Hosnitel for ten 
days! observation. During this time HAMPUVON will remain under 
the $1,000 bond and will be returned to the custody of the 
United Stetes marshal as soon as the observation veriod is over. 


the following descrivtion of HAMPTON was secure by ovserve- 
tion end questioning: 


Age 65 (Born Labelle, Mo. 1/22/76) 

Height 5! 6" 

Weight 280 

Build Very stout 

Complexion Florid 

Heir Died black; naturally white 

Byes Blue 

=yeglasses Vlears horn-rimmed elecces 

Religion wone 

Relatives: Wife, JENVIE ELIZABSTA iCiCK KAMPTO) PRICE 


(rs. BE. %. PRICE) 
Sheenranch, California 
Daughters, 
GRACE (Mrs. A. P. JOU2S) owns hotel 
et Sheenranch, Celifornia 
HDIU, was married, Tennison ~ 
Tecoma, ashington 
Sons, 
sADE FARPTOUV, at ges. 
Eewaiian SS Corvany ' 


WESLEY, Jr, Police Force 
Sovokane, Washington 


JACK SEROY, one leg, overator 
nevs stand - Sacremento, Californie. 


-~12- 


Sons (cont.) 
SDVIN, was soldier, usA - 
truck driver - Sacramento, Calif. 


LITH, killed in auto accident 


The fingerprints and handwriting specimens of FAMPVON 
have been forwerded to the Buresu Leboratory by separate letter 
dated Aoril 22, 1941, anc the Bureau wes advised by teletyve on 
foril 17, 1941, of the comoleint filed against HAMPTON and his 
cetention. By telegrem dated Avril 18, 1941, the 3uresu was ad- 
vised of the commitment of HAwPTON to Bellevue Hospitel. <A copy 
of the complaint filed before the United States commissioner was 
obtainec and is being filed in New York file 9-581. 


USDSVELOPED LEADS 
NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


At wev York City, w. Y. 


Will resort tne results of the fingerorint and 
document examinations of the Laboratory in respect to JESLEY 
HAMPTON. 


Will contect Assistent United States Attorney PuVER 
DONOGHUE again in regard to the results of the observation of 
HAMPTOU at Bellevue Hosviteal and concerning DOVOGHUN's subsecuent 
Cecision as to vrosecution in this case. 


Will return the three specimens of the swnvosed 


handwriting of JOHN ROGEPS, Bellmore, L. I. to lir. WARKLETY, 
Citizens Savings Bank, 58 Bowery. 


PHvDIve 


Orrice oF Director f 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . Foxworth Pa 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . Mathan 


April 18, 1941 


Supervisor Hayes in the Investigative m. 
Division advises that Hampton was . Wlepete 
arrested yesterday on a complaint 2 
filed in New York City. He is ez L.. 
apparently demented and has written 

numerous letters to the President, ste ea 

to the Bureau and others threatening <a 
to blow up certain hospitals and Rey. eee 
charitable institutions tf wage four 
conditions were not improved, He mains 

is being taken to Bellevue Hospital ™e" 

in New York today for 30 days!’ Mise Gandy ne 
observation with regard to his 

apparent tnsane condition, 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 


Mr. Kleinkaut 


The New York office last evening was authorized 
to release the facts to the press. 
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Pui shK April 12, 1941 
o 
TOS Re: Jonn Rogers, with aliases; 
— Isaac Kibser,! "Charley's Friend" 
Special Agent in Charge ./Chairman, NLR Bb Victim 
New York, New York Wage and Hour Administraticn - Victim 
: Governor Herbert HMLehman - Victims 
irs. Frances Perkins - Victim; 
Mayor ¥. H. LaGuardia - Victims 
President F. D,Roos:velt ~ Victim; 
Dear Sir: Extortion 


There is transmitted herewith the laboratory report 
covering the examination of specimens submitted by your office 
jn connection with the above-entitled matter and transmitted by 
your communication dated March 18, 1941 


Very truly yours, 


Ww . OM ween 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


4 

3 i 

C7 

ad 

a, 

B&B 
oy 


Enclosure 


i. 
PORN IR CA oo. SE ye 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Report 


FMA EK 
april 12, 1941 
John Rogers, with aliases; File # 9.70¢g—2 
Isaac Kibser, “Charley's Friend*® 
Re: Ghairman, 4.£.R.B, ~ Victim Lab # 44672 


Wage and Hour Administration — Vietin; 
Governor Herbert H. Lehman ~ Viotimy 
firs, Francis Perkins - Victin 

Mayor ¥. He. LaGuardia ~ Viotimy 
President F. D. Roosevelt - Victims 
Extortion 


Examination requested by: New York 
Reference: Letter 3/18/41 
Examination requested: Document 


Specimens: Miller 


S-708ie2 Q4 Photastatic eopy of a Istier addressed to “Mayor Laduardia® 
and beginning “as you perhaps allredy Know that the Spies 
in NYC, ar@eoocee® 

Q5 Second page of letter becinning “Talk, as a Promwades i 
would show the Elevator Captain Mis..o.s" 

KL Purported handwriting of John Rogers consisting of a 
ehristmas card addressed to "Mr. Hobert Martin® and beginning 
“Jest a line hoping to find yeu in goodesces® 

K2 purported handwriting of John Rogers consisting of a letter 
written on a grey christaas card and berinning "Just a line 
to let you ERM eeeove" 

K3 Purported handwriting of John Rogers consisting of a photo- 
static aopy of a "ORDER TO) CHANGE ADDRESS" card. 


Reaulis of examination. 


It was ooneluded that specimens Q4 and Q5 were prepared on the 
same Underwood typewriter as specimens Ql, Q@2, Q%, Q5 and Q6 referred to 
in Laboratory Report $35899 dated June 14, 1940, a copy of which was 
forwarded to the New York office in connection with the case entitled 
John Rogers, with aliases; Chairman, National Labor Relations Board - 
Victims Wage and Hour Administration - Victims Governor Herbert H. 

Lehman ~ Vieting Extortion, Bureau file $62-$5649, It is noted that 
specimen Ql is an envelope postmarked New York, N.Y. October 25, 1939 
1:30 PM addressed "Chairman of the N.L.i.B., Washington, D. Co. Specimen 
Q2 is the accompanying typewritten letter beginning “in Closed find 

First Bummple ccocccce” and signed “John Rogers, Engineer". Specinen Q 
is a typewritten letter dated December 16, 1939 at Brooklyn, New York 
beginning "Now as there is nothing left..cese" and ending "Please do some- 
thing 7777". Specimen Q3 is a typewritten letter addressed to "Wage & 
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Laberatory Report 44672 


Page Two 
) Keur Administration, Washington, D. 6." beginning "its allways Good for a 
g Greene sosseocece"s Specimen Q3 was eongluded to have been written on 


a@ Remington Hoiseless typewriter equipped: with Elite type, and there- 
fore on a different machine than the other specimens just referred te. 


It was concluded that the typewritten letter headed "Brooklyp, 

Ne Ye, December the 28th, 1939 to the National Labor Board wacket, 
Washington, D. Co" beginning "a Few lines to you Blind Guides at the 

ecoscee” amd ending "Yours Truly, jasac Kibser, addressed Kimberly 
Hotel, 74 & Broadway, Manhattan, N.Y.C. Wo answer, Please do something, 
No anewer negsary, ®, Likewise was done on the same typewriter as 
the several specimens referred to in the ~preeeding paragraphs. This 
is the evidence referred to in the report of Special Agent L. Levin 
made at New York City, May 9, 1940 in connection with the case entitled 
John Rogers alias Isaae Kibeer, Chairman, N.L.RB. - Victims Wage and 
Hour Administration - Vietim, Pureau file 9762-55640, 


The reported handwriting of John Rogers Listed in the Laboratory 
as specimens Kl, K2 ani K3 is different from the handwriting appearing 
on specimens Ql, and Q2 submitted in connection with the case entitled 
Anonymous Communication addreased to "H. Lehman, Governor, State Capital, 
Albany, New York, W.Y.", Bureau file #62-59486 and referred to in 
Laboratory Report #37402 dated September 3, 1940, a copy of which wis 
‘forwarded to New York, It is therefore concluded that this questioned 
handwriting was not done by the writer of Kl, K2 and K3, It is further 
concluded that the writer of Kl, K2 and K3 did not write:the questioned 
handwriting appearing on specimens Ql, Q2 and Q3 sutmitted in connection 

em with the case entitled John Rogers; Mrs. Frances Perkins, (Miss frances 
Perkins) ~ Victims Extortion, Bureau file #97068 referred to in 
Laboratory Report #39705 dated January 9, 1941, a copy of which was for 
warded to the New York office. 


For record purposes, it is noted that the evidence listed in 
the Laboratory as specimens eB and Q3 in the instant case is identical 
with the evidence referred to in conneetion with the case entitled 
John Rogers; Mra. Frances Perkins, (Niss Frances Perkins) - Victims 
Extortion, Bureau file $30006033. 


In accordance with your request, the original evidence listed 
above as specimens Kl and K2 is being returned to your office herewith, 
appropriate photographic copies having been retained for the completion 
of the laberetory's files. The remainder of the avidense sulmitted 
in connection with this case is being retained in the files of ths 
Laboratory. ; 


S—Bureau (6255640 62-5986 96706 100-6033) 
2-Kew York . 
SeLaboratory (62=55640  62=59486 96706 100-6033) 
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Dear Sir: 


vat 


1 Spat 


There is transmitted herewith the laboratory report 
covering the examination of s 


pecimens submitted by your office 
in connection with the above-entitled matter and transmitted by 
your communication dated 


April 2a, 1941. 


Very truly yours, 


NI W. Beever 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST.CB 


Laboratory Report 


Hay 2”, 94. 
File # 
SAS SEROLR 


Lab # 


Kenley Manylen =: alten A2808 
Gheigwan, H. le he Be, MH A 


Viable, iatertion, 
(Sure File. 37085} 


Examination requested by: 


Reference: 
Fxemination requested: Plaine 


Specimens: 
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iz Rreeiye pd is & eves card 


re Laberstery fees the Invest tive 
Mivielon ou Deceaber 33, 1948, te Guneasia wile Gs case 
— ring te. Frances Perkins, Gites Frerces Perkins) Tistiny 


AD 


wharticon letter mec Peauaadel t sa Bacal fon (a Son Coot 
office under date of sagnet Ay 19k. 


2% was alse ewnelicied that uaslay “aim, FL threngh LA, 
At not write the extortion Lethewn subeltted in eommmetion eth 
the ence entitied "Crown “ut fentes poe pogrnarta Wiebaal Jesech 
1 Kenedy ~ Vieting txtertion® amt amt daetgnated in the Uaborstary as 
Gul, speckeme Vl and <2 ond ancsimaa 23 thrmgh 211. 


it ie renner thst the Letter iieted cs epecteome 1 
party ed Sid prema binge perpertad know: | haan! te of tbe 
greniny man wether for oaperioon purus 
than tse remaer ae Specinws sulaitted, inacsudh so a 
certain amamt af dlagedee Se epper-ot in the diebsted syecdners, 
in thas ommeactian, 


af teetioury in casirat im tite case, Lt ta 
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ie acoorismme with you Pert, speckles Aid ween: 
4 are o@ing returned te you herewit, 5 asthe oo daw bovung 
been cade fey the conpletiom of the La ogy Las. 
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to notify the Deewsn in emis time to peeedt the uragerction af 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
New York, New York 


CAB:DIT . " June 20, 1941 
9-581 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
“ashington, U. C, 


Re: \ESLE oy Gee “PTON with aliases 
Chairman, N.L.R.B. et al, 
Victims 
WATORTION 


Dear Sir; , vy 


It is noted that "iss ESTELLS FRAYKFURTER, Admini- 
strative Assistant, Wational Tabor Relations Board, was the 
original informant in this case as to extortion letters address- 
ed to the wage and Hour Division and Natioral Labor Relations 
Boards; and that Mrs. FRANCES PERKINS, Secretary, Vepartment of 
Labor, referred to the _ureau, through the Department of Justice, 
an extortion letter addressed to her. It is also noted that Ne- 
tective O'MAILEY, Somb and “orgery Squad, New York Police Depart- 
ment, furnished this office with a copy of an extortion letter 
addressed to GOVERNOR LEHMAN; and that Detective K®LLY, Sabotare 
Squad, New York Police Nerartment, furnished a copy of an extor- 
tion letter addressed to tiayor LA GITARDTA, 


Unless advised to the contrary before June 28, 1941, 
this office will direct a letter to Commissioner IIs z VAT SaepT ITE 
New York Police “epartment,, concerning the disposition in recard 
to the letters to Nayor LA CUARDIA and Governor LEHITAN; and will 
address a letter to iss ESTRLIZ FRANKFURTER, National Labor Re- 
lations Board, in regard to the letters to the Wational Labor Ne=- 
lations Board and the "ase and Hour “ivision. It is felt that the 
Bureau may desire to forward a letter to tirs. FRANCES PERKIVS re- 
garding the disposition, 
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Special: Agent in CrAgEe 


there are attached bareto interesting weekly cases 
prepared in the Investigative Division. 
Respectmlly, 


mir. Carson Rare 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Hendon 


air, Tency 
Miles Gendy we 
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In “bY 529, @n lidlividual idectifyin, hdwerls at serious 

Ames ae ieeae | tibeer, dofm «agers and “Charley's Oriend” oayaa ine 
suiperehip of @ series ao. Lebars adiresesad to persons praalnent in 
poenpg dive in the United Rates, which were tracenitted tireu h ihe 
wa of toe mited States colle (rem dew fork city. cheese communice- 

mane Pere on ub partiaula: ‘Ly vielous adi vindietiw ehareeter and 

owtiodned threste againet the lives oi smart of tae recip! ents, ae ell 
ag Yors io beab and deetrey certain public edifteed in Sew Louk. 


The tener of the lettere indieated tha: the weiter possesaed 
a pronounced aniieecelal somplea, in the) be expressed imtred of Jews, 
(Catheiien, persang of largign extraction, the eats dished form of 
yoverngeant aad of public oifielals. 


in view af the aot wnt the tiead tial of trese oonsaniosiLens 
Wuwgh the onited otateq wills seaueinine theta @,05 #6 toe 21 and 
property of gome of ithe rewi plente constituied « vialation ef Pe RET 
wtomid on Jtatwhe caning aichin we snveats ati ve durhediotvlan of the 
ederel, Curesu of inveatigetion, United otates Nepartaent of Justis, 
an intensive inweti ation wee wiertaken cy Suresu agente in en effort 
te identify end apprehend the ayeteriqus author. la view of thw fact thet 
ve made rrequent referenese ia nie cemmmceations te the trials and Lande 
stipes attendant te the perforwmanes ci the d iiles af « stationary steam 
mghneer, purtiouwiar amphaela wae placed om this inet by turesu Agente 
and eventaaliy the laqairy wis cor ined to persona employed in this 
eepecity in public ine: tutdous in secrepehitan sew York, 


iotexr approxi ately # .htwen mothe of peinetakhn, Lavalry, 
‘wthey Knap lon, & wixty-live-yearmold steam 9 ineer in é creoklyn, few 
fork, hoepitel wee located and questioned by -ederal iuresu of ic.vestize~ 
———~——~ ‘Len reprepentatives, relative to bie possivle authorship of the 
mee at commenicationa,e «ter firat viyoraualy cenying any «newledge of the 
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roe “letters, in the see of stron, evidenee of bie guilt, he Sinelly esisit.ed 
Mr Fower® __-- bein, che aynterious personalliy of sany Aaese 

ar. Glavin 

SEP coset Gn Apri 17, aidaed? & complain. wea Diled before tre United  setes 
mre Nichole ~~. ae aglerer at Hew Iovk ity, chargin, saaptes wlth a vieletion oc. Seetion 
aa 338 & a” the ‘ederal fxtertion Statute, amd on the same date he was com 


Mr. Carson _saitted tw Bellevue Hospitel ier ocoserwvatien, orior tc the presentatian of 
Mr. Quinn Tamm tre evidence againet him ta the peared rend J ry or tine “ee tern ““etriet 
far. Hendon _ or Pew York. 
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NEW YORK « = Tis 7 BORE STEAM ENGINEER IN eee 


HOSPITAL, 


QAILL TODAY TO AWAIT FEDERAL GRAND JURY ACTION ON CHARGES THAT HE SENT 


“A THREATENING LETTER TO SECRETARY PERKINS ON DEC. 5, 1940. 
HAMPTON, = NATIVE OF LA BELLE, MO«, WAS ARRESTED BY FBI AGENTS wHo 


HAD SPENT 18 MONTHS TRACKING HIM DOWN. 
Pel AGENTS _ : 


HE WAGE-YOUR DIVISION HERS THREATE! NING IN MOST INSTANCES 
P CERTAIN NEW YORK HOSPITALS AND HOTELS IF WAGE-HOUR CONDITIONS WERE 
NOT IMPROVED. ; 
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Re: NEW YORN FILE NO. 


* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Cee NEW YORK CITy Sa 8 . NY rue No. 9-581 bf 


' REPORT MADE BY 


C. A. BRAATHEN 


“REPORT MADE AT pate WHEN MADE 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK wy 7, 1941 Re Bist 


HAMPTON adjudged insane and camitted 5/23/41 by 
State. Court to Veterans! Division; Kings Park Hos- 
pital. Transferred from Bellewwe Hospital, 5/24/41.:"" 
Technical Laboratory identifies HAMPTON as writer. 
of letter to Mrs. FRANCES PERKINS. Fingerpr oo 

identified with latents. Criminal record set out. 


- Report of Special Agent C, A. RTH, anna. 
 ‘Bareau letter dated 5/17/41. : 
. ‘Bureau letter dated 5/10/41. 


at New York Citys 


_ Through Assistant United the cp tepaey PETER J. 

_ DONOGHUE it was learned that Subject. had been adjudged 
' insane. Subsequently Mr, DONOGHUE ‘advised that the 

complaint filed in instant case had heen withdrawn Or 
him and Subject had begm committed ea May 23, 1941, in 

State Court by Judge CAREN, to the Veterans! Division 

of the Kings Park Hespital. It was also learned that 

seta Subject had been transferred on May: 24, 1941, te this 

COPIES DEST*OVEN — nosnital from Bellevae Hospital phsre ke hed nage 
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By leter dated May 17, 1941, the “ureau transmitted to 
the New York Field “ivision the Following laboratory report: 


Svecimens: 


KI throush KlO Ten pages of the known handwriting of subject 
Wesley Hampton, all of the specimens are 
written on one side of the parer in ink, each 
sheet identified by the K number on the back, 

KIT. « « «© « « One envelope bearing the purported handwriting 
of the subject Wesley Hampton addressed to 
Wargaret BE, Cummins, Box 1306......+0"6 

12... . .. First sheet of accompanying letter hearing the 
purvorted handwriting of the subject “lesley 
Hampton, beginning, "I rec your most welcome 
letter...." ra 

K13. . « « « » Second sheet of accompanying letter hearing 
the purported handwriting of the subject 
Wesley Hampton, beginning, "Possible I will 
drive out tow. .cee™ 

Kl4. . . . « » Enclosed in envelore is a small card identi- 

fied as, iesley Hampton Electric & Steam 
Engineer...." 


Also submitted is a fingerprint card bearing 
the fingerprints of "Hampton Wesley". 


Results of examination: 


It was concluded that the handwriting on the extortion letter 
designated in the Laboratory as #9-7088, Qi through Q3, was done by 
WesleyOtampton, whose known specimens of handwriting are listed above 
as specimens KI through K14. Specimens Ql through Q3 were transmitted 
to the teehnical Laboratory from the Investigative Division on Decem- 
ber 23, 1940, in cornection with the case entitled "John Rogers; Mrs. 
Frances Perkins, (Miss Frances Perkins) Victim; Extortion", Sureau 
File 9~7088. ; 


It was further concluded that Wesley Hampton, Kl throveh k14, 
did not write the extortion letter submitted in connection with the 
case entitled "Anonymous Yommunication Addressed to II, Lehman, Gover- 
nor, State Capital, Albany, New York" and designated in the Laboratory 
as 62-59486, specimens Ql and Q@2. This extortion letter was forwarded 
to the Yureau from the New York Office under date of Avoust 24, 1940. 


It was also concluded that Wesley Hampton, 1 thrpyngh K14, did 
not write the extortion letters submitted in cornectiog with the case 
entitled "Unknown Subjects; Congressman Michael Josepfrennedy - Victim; 
Rxtortien" and designated in the Laboratory as 9-6706, snecimens Ql and 


atten 


Be ip eee 


" 


O-5A1. 


Q2 and specimens Q3 through Qil. 


It is noted that the letter listed as specimens «11 through 
K13 bearing the purported known handwriting of the subject, Wedev 
Hampton, is much better for comparison purposes then the remainder 
of the specimens submitted, inasmich as a certain amouht of dissuise 
is apparent in the dictated snecimens. In this connection, if testi- 
mony is desired in this case, it is sussested that an effort be made 
to prove the authorship of the letter designated as Kl] throngh K13, 


In accordance with your request,. specimens K1]l throuch K14 are 
_ being returned to you herewith, photocranhic copies having been made 
for the completion of the Laboratory's files. 


If testimony is desired in this case, it will be necessary to 
notify the Bureau in ample time to permit the preparation of charts 
and the arrangement of commitment, 


In reference to the above report, it should be noted that the 
letter which was determined not to have been written by Subject was 
an anonymous letter addressed to Yovernor LEHMAN, which letter was 
not previously shown to have any connection with instant case, The 
letter which caused the designation of LEHMAN as a victim in this 
case was a typewritten letter, signed "John Rogers", which because 
of its signature and wording, containing threats to the same institu 
tions, is believed to have been written by Subject, as are the other 
letters previously set out in this case. 


It. should be noted by the “ureau that the commitment of Subject 
to an insane asylum, presumably for the remainder of his life, was 
the direct result of the investigation conducted by the New York Field 
Division. No investigation was conducted by the State authorities 
prior to such commitment, and such disposition of the Subject supplanted 
the Federal prosecution which normally would have followed in this case, 


The known specimens of handwriting believed to be that of JOHN 
P, ROGERS which were returned to the New York Field Division by the 
Technical Laboratory by Bureau Jetter dated April 12, 1941, heve béen 
returned to Mr. MARKLEIN, Citizens! Savines Bank, from whom they were 
originally obtained, 


the letter written by Subject to his sister, obtained at the 
time of his arrest, which letter is referred to as Kl1, K12, K13, and 
K14 in technical Laboratory report dated May 17, 1941, is being re~ 
tained in the exhibit file of this case in the New York Office, 


9-581 


A copy of a standing and a front and profile photograph, 
taken at the time of his arrest, is being forwarden to the Surean 
with copies of this rerort for the completion of the furean files. 
Other copies are being placed in the New York file of the case, 


A disposition sheet is being forwarded to the Snreau with 
this report, and a separate letter is being sent to the Bureav in 
regard to advising the original informants of the disposition of 
this cases 


By reference letter dated May 10, 1941, the Bureau advised 
that the latent impressions previously developed had been compared 
with the fingerprints of HAMPTON without effecting an identification, 


tinder date of May 7, 1941, the Bureau furnished the folbwing 
criminal record for subject: 


voy CRIMINAL RECORD F.B.I. # 2284549 
ee of Name & Number Arrested or Charge Disposi- 
'* Fingerprints | Received tion 
FD, Net. N.Y. Wesley Hampton . 11=6-34 False registra- 
#---- tion. 
USM, NY,NY Wesley Hampton 4-17-41 Sending a threat- 
#C 9-56 ening letter throvuch 
the mail. 
Fed,Det. Hdqts. Wesley Hampton 4-17-41 Send a threatening 
#32168 letter through 1.S, 
mails. 


Fed. Det. Hdqtrs, Wesley Hampton 4-29-41 Threatening letter 


New York, N.Y. #32298 ~ thru mails 


The New York Police Department is being requested to furnish 
the disposition for Subject's arrest in 1934, but this case is not 
being held open to report such disposition, 


Enclosure for Bureau: two vhotographs of WESLEY HAMPTON, 
1 disposition sheet. 
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Cé Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
ae [ 7-19-45 
Oo :  &E. BP. COFFEY LU DATE: 


FROM : H. B. LONG 


SUBJECT: Port & Sener with aliases 
Extortion 
Bureau File # 62-55640 


The file maintained in the Laboratory in this case has been 
disposed of and there is attached an envelope containing the material 
which was in the Laboratory File and which is not duplicated in the 
Investigative File. It is desired that the Records Section file this 
as an enclosure behind the file. Z 
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RM NO. 64 


at ile Memorandum - UNITED «.... 5 GOVERNMENT os 


. : oR. T, sane re ne a cn: 10-846 


FROM : g, B. LONG 


SUBJECT: Anonymous Communication Addressed to "H. Lehman, Gove:nor, mee 
State Capital, Albany, N. Y., N. Y¥." ' . 
Bureu file - 62-59486 


ee ie 


“There is attached the file which has been maintained in the 
' Laboratory in connection with the above captioned matter. It is desired. 
. that this file be maintained as an enclosure behind the main file: in the 
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of Southerners are as shocked 
at recent outrages as are peo- 
ple of the North and he urged 
. the law-abiding people of the 
South to assert their leadership 
and place extremists “far out- 
side the pale of public 
respectability.” 
Tight Guard at Newark 
Mr. Schultz said that studies 
by the A. D. L. ten years ago 
indicated that anti-Semitism 
was at a low ebb in the South. 
Today, however, he said, there is 
-“an outbreak of lawlessness and- 
rr campaign against Jews whose ' 


ByLehman 


At Council of 
B’nai B’rith 
By Paul Tobenkin 


Forni Sen. Herbert HH. . 
hman said yesterday mat 
THOSE Who advocate resistance 
to the law must share the 
moral responsibility for recent ! 
bombings and vandalism against ' 
ine ee ee ea growing intensity compels us to 


culprits, a 
| !  .yevise previous estimates of the 
fe | problem of anti-Semitism.” 


mounted in various parts of} | ; 

the country for legislative or} | “Actually the troubled climate 

administrative action to curb of the South today presents a 

the violence and to halt the greater potential for danger 

distribution of “hate” publica- than anywhere else in the 
United States,” he said. He as- 


tions through the mails, Hate 
publications are those which eertedAlanthe profesional ane 
ti-Semite, using the desegrega- 


seek to incite the public against | 
members of a religious, color or' 

tion issue as a pretective shield 
“ts at work in the & ith as neve 


other special group. { 
1,200 at Conference ‘ 
before.” 
In Newark, 


t 


‘ 
' 


The Anti-Defamation League 
of B’nai B'rith, through its na- 
tional chairman, Henry Ed- 
ward Schultz, disclosed that 
since the Supreme Court’s deci- 
sion calling for school desegre- 
gation in May, 1954, there have 
been eighty-three bombings or 
attempted bombings in the 
South, of which seven were} 
directed against Jewish houses 
of worship and other Jewish 
institutions. 


Both. Mr. Lehman and Mr. 
Schultz spoke at the fourteenth 
annual conference of the 
Metropolitan Council of B'nai 
Brrith at the Astor, attended by 
1,200 persons. 


Mr. Lehman, characterizing 
eivil rights as “the most critical 
domestic problem we have,” de- 
elared that “the rights of every 
American hang on the out- 
come.” He said: 


“The recent incidents of 
terror, violence and vandalism 
against Jewish synagogues 
show the true nature of some 
of the extremist elements 
opposing civil rights. Who- 
ever the immediate culprits 
are in these bombings — and 
I trust they will be brought 
to justice—the moral respon- 


Frederick R 
\ 


\ 


vd 


sibility for these acts must be |... / (35 
shared not only by all those woe Pc 
who preach racial hate and | “*’‘ os Se 


discrimination, but by all who ~ ras 
advocate overt resistance — 


massive or otherwise—to the 
Tw 


uy Lacey, aeting director of the 
ered 


ae < ‘ . 
a oe 


| 


~° 


me oy eee 
and radio phdpreeay to Keep ¢ 


Tolson ie 


Boardman 
Belmont 


Tough Laws Urged 


Rep. Robert W. Kean, Repub- 
lican candidate for the Senate 
from New Jersey, ‘called for 


“tough Federal laws cracking Trotter, 

down on terrorists who use ex- W.C, Su@Svan _ 

plosives to bomb public build- Tel Room __ 

ings.” 2 Gi Holloman 
Gandy 


Rep. Francis E. Walter, D., 
Pa., called upon the Post Office 
Department to halt Mailing £ 
privileges of “Common Sense” oe 
an anti-Jewish and anti-Negro GF 
hate sheet published in Union, A, 
.N. J. In response to statements Z& 
jby Postal officials that no law a 
now prohibits mailing of ma- 
terial attacking any religious 
group, Mr. Walter urged the 
Post Office to carry the matter 
to the Supreme Court, : 


A plan for Gov, Harriman to 
mobilize the auxiliary Police of 
the state’s Civil Defense wits 
to guard houses of worship in 
New Yotk if bombings, vandal- 
ism and threats continue, was 
advanced yesterday by Ren. 
Francis E. Dorn, R., Brooklyn. 
Mr. Dorn said he would a: 

aders of veterans’ organiz, 

ions to seek volunteers to 

3 guards. af churches 

nagogues if the situation be- 


omes worse, |”. 
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Wash. Post and 
Times Herald 

Wash. News 

Wash. Star — 

N. Y. Herald #% 
Tribune 

N. Y. Journa]l-__ 
American 

N. Y. Mirror 

N. Y. Daily News —__ 

N. Y. Times 

Daily Worker 

The Worker 

New Leader 
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In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional” a ania ce 
Record for/: eg pd c-foee ty was reviewed and pertinent items were 
y i, marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
J’ portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and 
placed in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 
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Tt wos furthest concluded that. vesleg taccten, BL 
res 24, cid not sobte the extortion lottics sulccitted in 
comesetien with the nase entitled Whectorces Cosmlesiiion 
Lécrenemt to I, Tota, Ceyisosr, tata Cacktal, Albesy, Rew York 
gad coslemttod in tho Istiestoey es 62.59405, specimens Gh end G2. 


‘Shia extorkion letter sos Sercanded ta the Porsou tyon the New York 


£fico onces Cate of Kicink Wy 1240, 


Xt wie algo ecnsleced that Ceuley Ueesten, KL thro A, 
Old not weite ths exterticn lettera subeittod tn esnneeticn ith 
tha essa entitled "Urcnown Cubfeatey Uororedeen Mietaiel, dosech 
Ketmocy » Vintiny Extortion” oxi doslematod An the Laberntory a¢ 
Gel JOS, apecines GL and «2 and spocinens (3 throu: 


Th 4e nobod that the Acktes Listed as sgecimons KIL 
through ELD besring the serportied known koncmilting of tho 
rubsoaty Cosles Cecztca, Is. much Hobtes fox comparison purpesds 
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certain snomnth of Cigcuine Le angeresh dn thé cictated spectecds. 
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Laboratory Report 
| _ | peal 22). L941 
Johti Rogers, with alfases;*, _ ‘File ¢ yosa=2* 


e 3 Isaac Kibser, "Charley!s Feiend!. S seo 

| Re; Chaiiman, NLRB. Vietin _ Lab 44672 
Wage and Hour Adiinistration — Victin; 3 
Governor Herbort H,y Lelman- Victins aire = 


dics. Frances Perkins - Victin , 
Mayor F. Hs LaGuardia ~ Victims - . — 
Prosident. F. D. Roosevelt — Victiny. 

Extortion Me ok ae 

Examination requested by: New York 


Réference: _ Latter 3 As/aa 


Examination. requested: Document : . 
‘Specimens; © a & Pe 7a 


woe 


‘9-7088-2 4 Photostatic copy of a latter addressed. to "Mayor Ladudrdiat 

: and: beginning fas you perhaps allredy Enom that tho Spies 
An NYC, aroesesstt ass 

Q5 Second page of Letter bepinning "Lalk, as. a, Proswadds iL 

_ Would show the Elevator Captain Wewsees" a 

KL Putported handwriting of John Rogers consisting of a 
christnas. card addressed to. "kr. Robert Martin" and beginning 
“gust a Line hoping, to find you tn goodeesea!t 

X2 Purported handwriting. of John Rogers consigting of 4 lettér - 

3 


i 


written oh @ grey christmas tard and beginning “Just a line. 
to Let ‘you ‘notte todos” : 


Purported handwriting of Join Rogerd consisting of a photo= 
statdio copy of a "ORDER TO CHANGE ADDRESS card. 


Results of éxaminations. . . ma at | 


- Lt was: concluded that spéecitens Q,-and Q5 were prepared. on the 
‘@ame Underwood typawriter as specimens, Ql, Q2,:Q4, Q5. and Q56 referred to: 
in Laboratory Report, #35899.datad June 14, 1940, @ copy. of which was | 
forwarded to the Now York office in connection with’ the case entitled 
John Rogers, with aldases; Chairman, National Zabor Relations. Board = 
- Viebiny Wage and Hour Adniristrabion,— Victims Governor Herbert Ho 
Theran. Victins Extortion, Bureau file. #62-55640. I% is noted that < 
specinon-Ql is an envalopa postmarked New York, NeY. Octoboir 25, 1939 » i 


1:30 PM addressed to "Chairman of thd NsGeR.B.5 Washington, Ds 6." Speosiieti. 
Q2 is. the accompanying typemitten letter bogimiing "in Closed find - 


First Example,eessest and. signed "John ogers, Engineer," Specimen Q4 ee 
is a typewritted letter dated December 16, 1939 at Brooklyn, New. York ; 
beginning "Now as there-is nothing lefteesss't and ending "Please do some~ 
thing 2772". Specimen Q3.48 a typewritten etter addressed to “Wage & 

: . om 
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SrieazGvecese"s, Specimen Q3'was: concliided to have been written on - 


— 


Hour Administration, Washington, Ds Gs" beginning Pits. allways Good for a. 
_ ° & Reaington Noiseless typeawitéer..equipped with-Elite type, and there= 


fore on a -differont machine than tha other spacimens yust referred: tos 


Sad ib was concluded thit the. typewritten Ietter ‘headed "Erooklyn,. 

N.Ys) Deceniber-the 2éth, 1939 to the National Labor Board Racket, 

Washington, Ds: 0." beginning "a Few lines. to you Blind Guides. at the 

Mhocleeseso! abd ending RYours Truly, issat Kibser, addrassed Kimberly. 
‘No. answoy nessaty; 74, Tikewise-vas dong on the sane typewriter as 

' the ssveral specimens referred to in, the: preceding jparasmiphs. -This - 
ds the-evidence. referred to. in. thé ropdrt of Special Agent Ly Leyin 


madd.at New York City, boy 9, 1940- Am connection with the case entitled, - 


John Rogers alias Isaac Kibser, Chaixran,. NLiRBe.— Viotdiny: Wage and 


Hour Adzciinistration.- Victim, Bureau Pile #62-55640— | 


" .._, .. Mhe reported handyiniting of John Rogerd Usted in the Laboratory. 


| a8 specimens Kl, K2.and K3. is different. from the ‘Handutiting appearing: 
‘- son specinens RL Srid. Q2 submitted an connection with the casd entitled 


Albany, ‘New York, INY.", Bureau file s02-59486-and referred to in 

Laboratory Report #37402 dated Septéxbelr’ 3, 1940, a copy of Which wis. 

| forwarded vo New Yorks It.i8 thorefers- concluded that this questioned 
handwriting Was not done by the writer'of Kl, K2 dnd K3. It is further 
Soneluded that the writer of KL, K2-and K3 did not write the questioned - 


handwriting appearing on speeinens G1, Q2 aid OF subnttted.in connaction 


with the-casg shtitled John Nogéeiis; irs... Frances Perldns;’ ark Frances . 
Perkins) ~ Victims Extortidn, Bureau £416.99-7088 refetrfd to un =~ 
Laboratory Report #39705 dated January 9, 1941, a copy’ of which was for- 

'.. Marded to: the Newi York offices - eo 


by 


the Laboratory as, specirions Q2.and Q3°4n the instant case is identical, 
with the evideride referred to in edhiidetion with the dase entitled 

John Rogérs. Mrs. Francés Perkins, (Miss, Frances Perkins).~ Yictiny 
Extortion, Bureat File 7100-6033, . Eg Ege = an Ee 


|... + daraeeoydance with your toquest, the original evidence. listed - 
above: as specinang Kl -and K2 4s being. returned. to your office herewith, 
appropriate photographic copies having been retained for the completion 
‘of the. Laboratory!a. files, The- remainder of the eviddnce submitted. 

‘in connection. with this cate. is. being refairied iin the Piles of thé 


Laboratory, 


* 


1 


SeBirest: (6255640. Ba-S948 9.6706 190-6033 " 
2-New York = s wo 
SxLaboratory (6285640 _ 62=59485  9-6706  i0D-6033) 


Hotel, 74 & Broedway'; Manhatten, H.Y.0, No answer, Please do-sonethingy, 


te 2g a ¥oo _ oe 
For record purposes, it is noted that the-evidence listed in | 


= 


| Anonymous Conminication addréssed to "H. Lehman, Governor, State Capital; . 
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1410 ____ Mr. Magde 735250 
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7325F —__Mr. McCarthy 7325¢ 
___.Mr. Mesnig 1410 

___ Mr. Millen 7118 
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73526 __.. Mr. Napier 1410 
7120 __Mr. Parsons 7325D 
73550 __.. Mr. Pfafman 7120 
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JVB :AVIK FEDERAL BUPFAU OF InvFsTicaTion *-'  _*! 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE _. ; ¥ 


Laboratory Report : 
aoe PO = Cotebber 2, 1940 


File # Q€706-1 


Re: Tuisiown Cubjocts Lab. # 37925 
Cengrearman Lickaol 
covena Kenedy ~ Viotins 
Txtorticne 


Examination requested by: Yaghinvten 
Reference: Lsbter of O-24-40 
Examination requested: Locusent ~ Fincergrint 


Specimens: Blaine 


G1, (ne exvelops pestescred "sor fork, Wn Yorty Ceptoxes 
Lh, 14D, 5 ie Rete 

2, Accoxtnyziny letter, Kindsritten, betinaing We accuse 
you Cenatord of UeLeGeeselt, consisting af eno skeet cf 
Paper's 

El, Specimen of kriown hanewrlting of Villian Kemeally written 
on the back ef one sheet of stationery of Congressman 
Kennedy, at the bottexst of tha pace. Ib bezins “lonorable 
Lichael J. Kennedys jie ave. your’ constitucntseest. The 
weiting at the tcp of the pace is that of txe Gongresozan's 


Leerotarye 


SESE - Did, ny OE 


Erecinens QT and G2, written on stationery 
of tho Willian Cloone Louse, 365 test 24ta Ltrest, Low Xore, 
New Yoru, Were chenically troated icr late:t fingerprints but 
none of value eonld be devoleneds 


Th was csucluded that enesimens «1 and 2 


were not webtten by iiliden joimeally wiese nom hondwriting 
secimcy ds ceaiccated as rhe 


Laboratory Report 


Page Two 


fpecinens QL and C2 were searched ayeinst 
tks laboratory's enonymous letter file and it was concluded 
that these specimens were written by the sake percon as 
soeoimens Cl ard 62 sazaitted in comection with the case 
entitled, Rnenymoua Commnication Addressed to "He Lekaan 
Coyernor; ctate Cexdtol, Albany, Hew Yorkit, Dureau Filo. 
62-5085. Sha snecinéns in 62-~S9485 were * ecbadttod by 
the Kew York Fhold Division with a letter dated Aucust. 24, 
1940. The writer of these snccimens is. rot Inicrmie 


Yhotorraphic capies of syecineis QL and 
G2 submitted in conection with the Instant casé and ales 
photographic copies of szeeinens G1 and 42 in file CR-BEALG 
are being trenenitted ta your office Lovewith. 


he original evidence miksitted £8 being © 
rotained in ‘tha Ishoraterys 


2 Eurean eo aa 
2 Tashin ; 
1 Kew % ork 

2 iaborstary (62~59486) 


sh 


IVBSAWK 9=6706-L | 
lab. 37925 ars es 


.- Seteber 25 2946 


MEMORANDUM FOR, HR. LADD 


Let Unknoym Subject} 
Congresezan ‘ichael Joseph , 
Kennedy, Victin; Extortion. 
aa ; Identification in Anonymous 
7 Letbér File. ; 


Under date of Sentamber 246, 1940 the. 
Washinzton Field Office subritted to the laboratory’ 
- for éxattination a letter arid envelope mhich were _ 
received throuch. the rsil by the Honorable Michacl | 
Joseph Kerinedy, a Congressman ‘fron: the, Gtate of , 
, New Yorks ‘his. 2ebter threatens to kill all pdrsons 

voting for the Conseription BILL and is signed - 
Miulicida Squad. of Ne Le Gel, 

_ Ms. Blaine searched the handwriting of.’ 

“these .specinens. throuzh the laboratory's anonjmous 
Lotter file and identified Ab with the ‘hindwriting 
. Om sgecimens QL and 02 which were submitted in’ 
connection with the case entitled, Anonymous 
Coirunication Addressed to H. Lehman, Governor, 
State Capitol; Albany,. New York,. Bureau File. 


in this case and thd soecimens ere submitted for 

- exaxination wifh a letter dated Septenver 26, 19406 | 

This, communication addressed to Governor Lehsian is- 

anti-Senetic and was oprarently written by a Nazi, 

sympathizer. reo 
Tne interested field divisioris are’ 

being adVised of this identification. © 


ésnectfully, 


; Es Pe Coffey. 


avr, 


STH: sAWK - . YY / fj” 
FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION — : : 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE , 
t Se 
Laboratory, acer September 3 » 1940 
| ; File ¢ _ §2459486-1 
Res 


Anonymous Communication Addressed to 


tab. # P7402 
"H. Lehman, Governor, State Capital, 
Albany, New York, N. Yo". 


Examination requested by New York 
Reference: “letter of 8-24-40 

Examination requested: Document. 
Specimens: 


- , ° . Holland 
62-59486=1 Ql, Envelope pos tixarked New York » New York, : 
July 10, 1940, 4 P. Ma". 


Q2, Accompanying letter ‘beginning You jews 
Better. cool 
ES: OHA REIN ere e eS < 


‘The questidned writing appearing on ‘Specimens Q1 and . 

Q2 was. compared with the handwriting appearing in the anonymous . 

detter file maintained in the laboratory but the examinex found 
nothing of particular interest or of such. significance as. would 
Suggest field investigation. 


A photographic copy will be 
placed tn. ‘this. file and tin the event of a Future identification 
your office will be adihised. 


2 New York — 
i Laboratory 


The original evidence is being, retained in the laboratory. 
2 Bureau : 


a 


The original evidende is being retained in the laboratory. 
_ 1 Bureau : 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION: 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Report 


eg 


September 3,°1940. 
File # 62--59486-1. 
Re; Anonymous Comnmication Addressed to b#b- # 
Ng, Lehman 


37402: 
an, Governor; State Capital, 
Albany, New York, Ne Yet 


Examination. requested by: 


Néw York 
Reference: Letter of 8-24-40. 
‘Biamination requested: ~ Locument 


Specimens; - 


~ 62-59486-1 Ql, tn 


m2 


Velope postmarked "New York, New York; 
July 10, 1940; 4 Pe ets 
Qe, Accompanying letter beginning "You Jews. 
a Better r wast ° : 7 ; 


JHEHHA EHH HERREoHEHRES 


The questioned writing appearing on specimens OL and 
Q2 was compared with the handwriting appearing in the anonymous. 
letter file: maintained in the laborato 
nothing of particular interest oy of 6 
‘suggest field investigation. 
placed in this file and in th 


ry but the exmminér found 
your office will be advised. 


of such significance.as: vould. 
A photographic copy will ‘be 


@ event of a future identification 


2 New York 
' I Laboratory 


Row York, Now York 


FIUcG:0s 


+ hoguat. 24, 1940 


Director 
Federol Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, a Ce - 


ee | ‘Attention ~ Technical Laboratory 
peas -— ee 


v 


" tranenittod herewith ‘are. an : original Lotter end 

envelops which wore. sent to this office by ALECRT B, MOORE, 
Chief Inspector, Bureau of Criminal pees a Now York 
‘State Police, Troy, Now York. 


Inspoctor MARE ststod tn his: Lettor of July 16). | 
1940, that. this anonymous communication was rocoived by His 
. Bxeollency Governor LAMAN through, the United States mails end 
postharked New York City, July 10, 1940. 


" Inspector MOORE stated that ho thouglit, that tho 


tthe might be connected with poxothize, ‘already in tho FBI 
£i CSe 


it ig desired that, this Letto# ba checked through | 


' thé handwriting files. for tho purpose -of doternining whether’. 
the weiter of the letter can bd Adanti tied. : 


Very truly yours, 


'B. B. SACKED? 
Special Agont in-Charge 
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Laboratory Work. ‘Bneet 


4 ‘kagngkote Communication: ‘sdivessed::. 
- to..8H, Lehman, Governors State. Capital, 
“Mays: Hew. works, He Xe 


, i] ? \ 


equested by: Hae York i pe: ure 
Date’ of: reference communication: lato 2gjen40" Be Date blocked: 8287-40 Lbs: 
Examination’ “requested: . Document: 


te ae ‘Result of. “exau ination: - . . Examination by: ‘HOLLAND: 
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Brooklyn ny December the 16,th,1939 LH 
a Pitt. 
Chairman of the NLRB, aun 
Washington DC: aa 
Dear Sir Het 
Now as there is nothing Left of the.N LR B But the name You Birds aan 
Should Have it Zasy Until the Over throw Cones on the Comeing aun 
Blection Day in 1940,at present timo This Country is at an ail time HHT 
High as far as Production is conserned Yet we Have an ali time Low’ exe 
Wage gspecialy a Mong 36 ,000 Licensed Stationary Steam engineers in ht 
New york City these mon are still working.12,Hours a Day 7 Days a . ene 
Week,you Birds that Controlls the National Lahor Board Racket Cant ‘EH 
See this £ am Quite sw... * 77 ns # eutag of course Could not ae ies 
Find these rlaces,so for ya Bling Goizs 1 am Giveing you Rips , eee 
The nemes of these Labor Robbing. Dumps a Long with their’ Street NO,&, wee SET 
iiv-=- at these addresses Licensed Engineers are still working 12. cae 
Hours a Day 7 Days a week for a Lower standard of liveing then that in Fe 
with their Names and street NO,&,address you blind Guids Can with = Be 
the aid of a neceanger boy find these Lousy: dumps Quote First comes ve sane 
the Webrew Home of the aged at Howard & Duemont AVE,Brooklyn These = ane 
Charity Thieves navs next to Nothing,Next comes another Buneh of see « eae 
Labor Rou “3 At Sia,vuoick AVE Bavohiyu,wext comes another SA 
Yavor Robbing dumo 8" 4h" waits 2 wee- ~? Marries Hospital at Fort ae ee 
washington AVE vu the hill at the East End of the George Washington ate - FE 
Bridge you can Zasy find this Bug infested Dump its so Rotten that ee aaa 
You Blind Labor Leaders can Smell it ,Noxt comes 4 dirty Joint at neni 
112,East 83,Street Noxt comes anothes Lousy Dump at li,East 32,Street ™ ,. fH 
one Block from the Empire state Building.You Dum artists Should * Has: 
EBasy find this Dump,Next comes The ST,Johns,Hospital at 480,Herkimer 4 * [FF 
street Brooklyn ,Next comes another Bunch of Long faced Chairity 4 i 
thieves that Runs tho Rockaway Beach Hospital,?,at Rockaway Beach,Li ane 
fhe louseyest Dunp that Heads the List is the ST,Johns Hospital as xan 
giveing a Bove this Bug infested Joint pays next to Nothing for ane 
uae 
engineers,?,i could Give you many pages of these Charity Robbing nun 
Thieves Streot NO,&,And address,after you Blind Labor Leaders with se 
the aid of a Mesenger Boy investigate these Lousy joints you will a 
see at once That all that Exists of the NLRB is the name and a Ty 
Big payeing Job For a Bunch of Blind Guids,its not commmaist that iH, 
These Labor Robbers are Squawking a bout its a Last stand to EH 
Fool you Blind guids and Montel, Criples, you Dunbells Had better see Fa oa 
that Roosevelt Rung the 3,rd time this may stay off the Over throw + 
That is long Over dew,we are not Voteing the Republican ticket or,The i 
Dir Hard we are not Voteing for. this Little Pinheaded John Garner > EEE 


This Poker playoing Whiskey Drinking Evil Old man is a die Hard in 
Other words J P Morgan would be president and this Drunken Old Man * 
Could get Drunk and stay Drunk for 4,Years if roosevelt is Elected 
4,Years more it might stay off the Revolt thats Far Over dew S 
Ponch you think that some of you Political Ripvanwinkles Should tell : 
The Rich Man that he has gawn to far,in fact these Wage slav Drivers * 
Has Gawn as far as thay are going Until the Fireing Squad Takes Them 
¥or that Last Mile Walk,?,These Legal Robbers should stop Worrieing 

a Bout the debt of the country what theseSlave Exploiters now Should 


HTT 


t 


worry a Bout if thay are still to have the Country ,fhe Slaves ere 

tired of. seeing the Labor Racket Boc~* Ran ing Rovised. to Suit. the 

Labor Robbers we are not Con Laine bo ~oseveit He has Se 2 

Done all he can with his Rebels and ~SSG ¥o-$¢ |. the Present Form y:, . - 

-ofcgovernent,.ne, cant ‘do no More , , kvuse-— dpape temuoriy | 7 
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ee: acProswades 4 would Show. the Elevator Captain -R Varphy. a 
—peettia.o Sheunes Hose, it might.Frighten MR jiurpgy to Talik;Charlie 


Rana denis in most Every thing From. dope to Takeing them for,a "Ride-or - ee 
asi’ -Coug6- Charlie Never does: any of he ‘Dirty work His self. he Has’ avtet:. 4-3 
"of Under dover Boys Charlié Brother John,Bernelld that works For. the > >, 


mi, Llackawana is in a Position £6 get the Danimite ,Through John’ Kielty the « 3 
; Roadmaster ,For’ the’ DL ,%,,Chariies New Labor Racket Guarntees ..- fa) 


4 
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a © 


wee" ‘ Stationary’ stéam' Eng neers Wages’ to Double. and if these .wages are not * 

he , _ Doubled in. Justa Few days thes6 Hospitals Named’ are going to be ‘Given is t 
fae . Woiks you" Bee. its ‘Realy time that these ‘mens: wages Should be Doubled. j 
i ae end: ‘Charlie .Knowes, thig.so watch UR Murphy the Elevatot:-Captain at this | 
i: Lyekehotdl mukphy Has ‘notht: to do With: Charlie But toi keep Hin Posted ee heal 
ys. ; “Murphy is puly a Co,0rd inater. Realy Murphy never, will Daninite e.anyphing ts 

: [reed wegen ke ae 
1; +. Dont make ‘a Mostake Charlie is Mutoh Liked at this -Hotel Cherite ato ee 4 
ait : be an Engineer at this:Swell. dump the police Dept Has Charlies Reokord. « wey 
gals 34 Scupoee: he ‘aplyed. Yor an Engineers License, and Failed to. get them Under. ; th 
Pm, “loapt Mott Charlie give a Phonéy Refférence to.Quolifie The police all. ‘esp 
| Bas) Host *Got tnis Bird that time -The | jol1o6 Station near the Esflenade © 3° 
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in Colsed find First Example of the way That 36,000,Licensed Engineers 
Has undertaking to Make the Charity Thieves Raise our wages in NYC 

you Birds of the National Labor Racket Board Dont seem to want to 

‘Know that Thousands of Licensed Engineers in NYC are working For Less Py 
Then 20,Cents an Hour ‘in these Charity Robbing Joints called at 
Hosmtals we Have started in to Make these Charity Thieves, Set up 

and Take uvvice That we want a increase in Pay if we Have to Blow up’ 
thess Charity thieves that Runs these Robbing Dumps of Hospitals 


after you aum arvrots Noags this veice er rs. > TN. 2a closed, Hears + 
What Realy Napeted The Thranda on this air Valve was Reduced in Size 

RV Useing a File then the air Valve was Stuok tn to the tole of the | | ' 
Radictor and taped up and as soon as this Nurse left The Nursery : 
This party wo... ss Matayr fea Amened un the Pvnacs Vales = Pasta 

The Reduceing Valve this BYpassed the Bo1ler,pressure Full Force on 

to the Radiator this Blowed out the air,Valve and it only took 20, | 4 
Seconds to fill the Nursery with Live Steam,i Supose you Overeducated 
Morons of the Labor Racket board are to Mutoh Uninformed a Bout , 
any and all things as to know Just how Steam is aplyed to Radiators | 

in Hospitals,Well heares the way it is done Say your Boilers 

Carried 125,LBS,Steam pressure the Steam is aplyed to Radiators over 

a Reduceing Valve thats set to Operate at from 5,to,15.LBS Pressure |. 

on the radiator ,But in all Cases there is a Bypass a Round this 
Reduceing Valve that can be Opened up and put Full Boiler Pressure . 

on the Radiators Get this in your Thick Head ,?,a11 Reduceing Valves | 

Mac ‘hte hy poll otét= te for dn asso that the Reduceing Valve gets | 


x bod 
out of order thay can Let a Little steam a Round the Reduceing Valve tae 
while the Reduceing Valve is Beaing Repaired Theres Generaly a tio 


Steam Gauge in the Line between the Reduceing Valve and the Radiator | 

The Engineer Opens up this BYpass Valve Just Enough to allow 5, LBS of att 
Pressure to pass over i ovpci™ TON STy.cuucated Political , Morons 

Can Get the Overation of this as Heare described in to your Thick 
Heads,well this is How we are going to make the charity Thieves 

That ‘Runs Hospitals Raise Our wages From 20,Cents an Hour to one 

Dollar an hour:you Labor Board Racketteers cant see us 36,000 "t 
Engineers in NYC working 12,Hours a Day 7,Days a week For 60,Dollars 
&@ Month,well if we Have to join in with the Commnists Spies to Get , 
a Raise in pay,?,0k,we will blow up Enough of these Charity Robers , op 
to Make these Fornicaters take Notice i will Have More News For you | : 
Shortly in the way of Fires Floods and Explosions and other : 

so Called Accidents if we Have to Resort to this we all Voted for i 7 
Roosevelt Hopeing that He might do something for us well we are jo aa 
karte of this Starveation wateing,Hoover wages and Democratic ' 7 
prices ; ' 


ON 


Yours Truly - 
John,Rogers Enginger, 


7 
COCCCeCeeeereeee 


EeaR SONS WSS SSN RE SRA AN A eS Se CREE REEMA poo ee 
ee eae TTT eee ee een 
PTT OOOLeLe LeeLee Febdcral Bureau of Sunes Tiga tioned Sept. ot Susie: 625 6L0=-1 © TUTTO 
Perrone ry RERSRRRRRARARRMERRRR AE BERREREMRERER RE NARREE 
BRUNA PEEEEE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE eee EE EE BEE CEE CECE CELE EEL 
Peery yep MRR mann PEEEEEEE EPEC EPEC eCCE Eee ee 
SHOHERTRUSEDEEDETOECE OE TETGTOTCTSTGETOTSTaSTOEGSEOETETOETETSSTSTTETEETTTGTTE 
Sete liner ae aaeee He pantaaniaGdulan PEELE 
Pe: pn StS Sa hs “peed 4 3 et Ses debe 1 apes 

+ spire eee eee eee f aes ee tree ite pe HH “ERE 
bad certs bas te | ae man thy PATE te ay 4 iJ 


os ey ee 8 sy 8 4 2 ve go ve 


ERE 


titirt euler 


eee 


PEE PEEEE EEL 


pose tot" 


Pi 3a e328 5 2 
nrogaRoOno 


then’ eeaea 
‘ mt id as 


a i nan a 
ns 


i tHe 


TELE E Tt! 


ae a jets 


" Foe _ ee ot aie eta Eh 
HEEEH tess oh te saheretite be-ent tH 


sere -“ idioma hospi tall 
Lit apis. pa arnies SP ae 2 
ea ae a cei eidcie patents 

: eh a oil un gai ER Hash , Go n He as 


% 
BEL hdisthdrashide spi tat g Sia ae Jee 
: Next qtofiath Be Ce rt i ra ce sans 


ee 


are of i P, i. rere “CEE 

4 fast Mouth “38. setenre an bag yp 47: : 
a ee soe PEL 
5 eek erat 7 
H eeghae: iste 2 
ry “i 
4 a 
: re 3 
: MEGESs 
: eens 
aE Baa eH 
au eee 
uERN wats 
cts PLE 
i at 
an & : 
ae aut 
HH is-Up pages 

H uals ae 

Ht a ree 

" 4 7 : 

BES 

a 3 1 

ak te ett ie Rane Pi 

=P ; 

cH ee 

7 wun 

une 

HH rect. 

Bun auc 


BEERS) 
ity it 


| 
| 
| 
| : 
BRERE, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
|_| 


SERRE 
BREE 
tt 


ww 
Perry yr rrr rr 
SREB 
SRR: 
ta 


CITT ETT Te a 


Bureau of Investigation. US Pept.of Sustice- 62~55640-1. 
EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE 


TOC re a 


,of the N,L,R,B, 


Chai 


Washington,. DC 


‘) 


. 
etter remtag  aIr ae * 
sig 


£ 


sie 
ek 
rete 


tg! 


he 
ee 


: qa* 


it 


“Telalw'alslelele Tile lelelelets] 
BOUL 


urea oluInvestiqation NS Vept.of 


== 
terete te [| 


Peja patape [pe (m ppt 


wea pepeprped 


ee 


| 
| 


A TPR we a ener 
“ : BF RO Ey ee 
a “Sn? 8 Ate + 

Re Ch a a 


x 
3 * 


yuavy 


:'.Private mail. only |. 


Pa 
< 
; y 
Any 
rd 3 es 
ofan 4s 2 * es Py 
#4 tn Is we vse tae AR a 3 
mee 5 PO wee To 


’ ek 
+ ‘ 
tie aie ghia tak 4 
en eecariaae od 
* Pee TC 


Ha 
jae] 


. 
ag cme aerial , remem smut =F “RMS NGS 
qpp poser eameprmeupnreds nas riaren rr aaa, ME SE 


Ree 


LEIA 


RAVAN 
5 30 3 OS OC 
q sett 


: 99 


~ us oh 
AVOID 


‘> 
Use To 


FON PRIVATEU 


RIRE! 
SHINGT! 


Ta ee 


foyige: ® 


“LABO 
sas ats 
TWA‘ 


= 


a ae 


NATIO! 


Se eee aS 


NAL: 


bea niea ace sa ieee as 


sJobasRo 


Mt ee 
“eet 


SINESSé 


“7 eck 


OFFICIAL BU 


E K City, 


‘Naw Yor! 


promt) Sasa | aae 


na eclbes, 


e mn 
wet ae ES 


rrr 


hapth ss Ble dr ke ad ire > 


oe oe 


= Te hte aaa ee 


sate : ai 7 se Whe Sk VF te iy 

: Se CE me pakccae anae 
me TE EEPET EEE BEE EEEEEPE EET EEE EEE EEE 
ty ie . $ y ¥ » re x 2 . 2 

ee EEE EC EEE CECEELEELEED : 


AF tae Mi i PARR Th aM edad pr ee 


. 


fon LSet of Sui 


ae FMS 


ESS AL re: 
rai Se a 7 
PE NCm rrr: Piarwenzs eres pooh. RT ARTY or ne ae Te ae RRR 9 a or 
i i at z tw A ' is S ie 
4 i ‘ : Sne 
oe 


CCE ECE Cer 


ER*'TO.CHANGE: ADDRESS " 
(This cancels all provious orders)" ~ 


beieee 
ENDORSEMENTS 
‘DATE ’.:.... Deere {: Aen WZ 
FULL 


{e0-—-o}ip 


' 


eh ' 


nisiesWoni hae ho Ss baile See oe Sgt aba 
st. ou... ... PRINT-OR, WRITE PLAINLY. AND IN 
ADDRESS) |. UAT. De 

umain 0-0/7. 2: 


. Awl 
Comes een ee | 
FA os ° fs ver 


HERR 
anne 


ERSRERee 
: 


wat 
On temenenneneee 


t 
3 


cates 
DORSE: 


‘ 


Paefte, weRn F gt Tay Te 


iI: vs 
Do haF 
See rt 


a 


Rene 


a © 
ble. = FanWCoanefon 


‘2. Patra or “Authorized Agent. = sotecesecn s | 
iy hereunder, ; a 


t 
If «BP NOCHE Tine creck itv’ jn proper sjui he sa ae 
, fy! CUITIs change of address. for, tho individual signer only. “REED MSE 
2. A This change of address for entiro family..or frm, soee ft DRECTORY,—_ A 
: sapere“ (5e6 othiet alde for important notlce) 


; ‘ e 
* . a ie 
nd Le ee Le et ee Tae 


on ar TS NT —s 


— 


’ 
an 
O 
ee 


i FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Work Sheet - 


JGHN ROOTS, ways wet abedry oCharloy'ts elends 

ReCHATRUAR, WelsNee ‘Lab. #44672 | 
BAGS & HOUR al Vietias 0%: Emnnone. Re File $=<78s2— 
LOAMAS « Vichlas WAS. FRANCIS FLRIZES = Vicia din 


HAYOR F, B, LaQUARDIA = Vict. CB SSC6SO | 


Lemreantd Fe De RAGEVELT « Fackisaz: ‘ 
“px BRTORTOS on réquested by! Seseses Raw York, Tew Yorks 


Date of reference communication: 3/48/42 Date blocked: 3/28/41 AB 


- Examination requested: Pocunen’ : 


Result of examination: -, Examination by: 


x 


Specimens submitted for examination, 


Q4 Photystatic: copy of a Yottes! sddvsanda ey Mayor Laduahdiia" and boginalng 
R Ven you per  etlredy, Koons. thas: ‘the Spice in BYS, BYGvseence™ 

O35 Sedona page. oe 2obt a, bopinniite falls, as a Froowedes 4, sould Show the 
* Rlews' eases y 


: 7 area banding of chit gers ecantatsag of a Cinhaisas 


hipaa pere ae aad vypenenret BJuabh a: Tie to: et ob you nee 
&3 partotted biturbting of dob Togers eestor of a phatostatie copy’, 
of 4 eee BO Chings ADORED: cards. 


7 | pee 


afd wllr> 


BA-~ ISCHO" BA | 4. 


ere eT Oy ee oe) 


roe 
, 


ew 4E ( ja Aa darling Ws: Nempion. x 
| f “d W7 / Oe 


(WB— 


62 a ae 


k- a \ 


oad 


ge C2-S56 49> 80) 


¢ 
‘ 
1 


event 47 
Apel cae es 


Ww gage Sopa 
aha Lahey ef 


akc 


Jon pect oe 
| fp Yor hot hi ae 
L thw & om 


lew 


aS “4 
secre of 2h accent hen 


Uk OAL are: | _ “ 
Bae ee 
tag pif 

rae 


OKtrK 24 Yi tis Fg sis 
ae Wo nen af 


oj 


Komhlingy — 
J nll Ria | a Reg 


62 SEE VOCS 
Ki 


rhe sep ape het Lae 


Oh til food iy ie fan 
ad penis igen olan 


i sl lala 


’ 


62-55-64 OVE 


pone _ foOr"> f 74 Ve 


b2Q sb 4 Of 
_ K-e co, 


Pe ES, 


WE 
fll, 


£2) S646 IE 


K- UP a 


Tipped By Roce +4 
eee MAF p04, ool Ricedeh 
a ex WOAH, 


[ach he Mr nay 
es flour 


few, 


K o 


f 
1 OM ky 
rr “ 
’ he, 
* 


™ 


™ 


Spoocnen E- AAG GN 


Viv/y 
(WE 
bic. 


bor SS 640 LF 
GF 


Brooklyn «7 
fee . | [940 
4 Bet 


4 
ana! 


wg hank Wor LAS ONE Wrarer ChE Debio! 


Lise p cca ihe Kath if <P Hw bad Rekag 


ge tha te Ma. hohe fre Heed af 4 


oe 


' 


aw 


ye 


any 


‘ . 4 , 
a eh Or 
A 4 
s 
. * 
Ns * 8 Qe + 
yun - ys i} 
; ‘ my . 
‘ 
XY 
| ’ a ‘ { 
ea Ww ay , 
: 
¢ 
* 
* 


fee a 
. 
4 ' 
. 
. 
as 


rn 

sabpeseygrtrios: BauuequanaebaaaeeESEnneua’ 

7g eae EM ED Te BROLeEoe.-UIMS WIEST Voto, 
ere ineeeeeens ; 

ne 


. Anyang Oe? 
Ke ee, 
Ad Ee eit 
Mant es ’ hie A 
maze 
g w ry 


$5, 
Be 
fe aokiy 


> [syeteeeree tras 
ae eee, eos aah 
“Rseieet i Brace leise? 
ey ee 2 a 
if ¥, 
ss us 


ve 
" 
oe 
A ae "4 
zy 


ibe 
2, 


= 


reg Teen 
y, 


eee Ofer 2 ns ee gr SE 
ey 2 pias Oy cat Re 
Adu = + 


et zn % 
ot ‘ 
Fae 


i¢ ? Eve Au: xe ek RSE oe #T, oe? at 

he vie Big eve ae sey wake y ie) ane, eee: wy 

3 fs, eS tree. ie SENSE SACS me earns 
i WE oT TE? OAS EAT a Ogee 


ae ” g ee 

ES 4, we “ ‘ 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE.TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE,,$300:, 


La y 

‘ th 
a pe 

« 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


7 
: : = & 
cf 
. j = 
} i 
& 
7 e « 
‘ 
i 
. 
4 
a be y F 
» Pied me 
a * % 
¢ 
! - 
“~ va Yo A o 
- Logo f & 
« i 2 ed 

= : ; 
f 
5 
% 

af 
: 
¢ 
Ea L) 
. 


From: SINGLE FINGERPRINT SECTION 


TOs. 


ones Rees ‘BUREAU. oF TVESTEGATION, 


= Mr. J. Kleinkauf 


home . ‘ = - =e 


od 


aan Tp 


ae eee aes | 


€ 


Room 1420: Br. 125 epee a 


t 


Mr... Lada Mr; Peterson 


Mr. Q. Tamm Mr, Pursell ' 

Mr. Coffey Mrs. Rixse . ; 

Mr. Buckley ___ Mr. Robyak + 
Nr. Delavigne Mr. Upton _ 

Mr. Engert Mr. Wilson 7 
_Mr,- Potter __ Mra. ‘Withe E 

Mr.. Andrews ‘ Ee ; 
Mr. Deigs: 4 

Mr. Ground - 
Tar. Irwin - 


Laboratory: 
Mr. :Knowles Mail Room. 
Mr. Krahling _Posting Section.” * gt 
Mr. ‘Latona _Recording ‘Section 
Mrs. McGraw Technical ‘Section: 
Mr. McLeod Typing ‘Section 
Mr. Ott! Mi i 


i. 


: 
4 an ~ 


; fe 


Block & Route 


Please File ‘Block &. Return 
Please. ‘Handle 
Note & poet 


Send Filé & Enclosures 
Bring Up To Date 


L. Jd. Fallon 


pre hewkrertpyteegherberyhaocd 


SERENA 
mr one eer ve sa os 


en ee sats: ae a aes 
+ 4b é f 
z a ae * ares a 
f 
a 
f ‘fo F 
0 he a - 
a oF" , if > a 
a + ‘ ie - a 
3 ‘ Z 7 of 00k : it 
a . LMS * - Pi 
| * er a 
i a” ae * 4 t a | 
a wnt ty . 2 
x Sieh <" $e im 
ah » F - a 
“4 Fs : ere FY r 
cI ; 4H 
: . . . oF 
cy ° 1 
a ‘Hi 
+ a" 
Ml HH 
i" a 
| -_ | 
a = H 
Z | 
; 1 
_] 
Hy } 
1 
a 
a ¥ 
+ : 
= ~o 
| x 
H -3 
" 
+ rr 
7 t 
L 
[7 ft 
_ 4 
= 4 
» ~ x. : 
Ba v 
a . m 
a 
H 
= | 
7 f 
I ‘ 
¢ 
jl 
» 
é 
. 
; a ; ‘ 
a \ a - ; 
| x . ‘ vo _ ‘ ~. Nu . : . ey 
Bi, 7 ae ae , . it — Pe eto 
* ‘ > HN ged -* ee ’ . aa . _ arty: othe atl 


= 


ie at oon es ere eed tes See ae —— on oe 


Eo -- 


ir 


ak ot at 
SCC eee eee 


‘ag 


23 Me ame 


“ - y a pale 5 ae eee ameter ee ee ee See ne ee pees eves SY ey me Semana SE ee EE SS ES ES SOP ET SE EE A eS SS ST es es eT ae a 
TreetreitieeeieieoestliilititiLtitlLitti titi i rt Ere rrr irre eerie ator rtTT Cire rr 
a7 eg “ fe “— * ra 7 oe wale ee ‘ rs . ro Tat bg ¢ . “~wy gee oY ' ee ea PY art ate fs - oh 
. ay Fae ype st a | pe Pe MS b ae Tir ANS * 3 ae a aN 
r ‘ . a . *  , 4, t . Pel hy | ; A F ‘. - a “ae oY ga By ‘ 


+ 


iQation US Pept.of Sustice 


Bureau of Invest 


Febdcral 


v or oF ra 
- fo? q . eh oot, 


te ™ 


tag tS 
a eer aes 


, onan te : 
MER De 


Te 


we : _ 
BERR 


‘@ 


a 


t Se ey 2m r 
ee tote: 
z a , = a 


& 
ca 


» 
. 


vy 
1 
\ 
ont 


4, 


n 
' 


es 
% 
Go 
t 
peTittyrii fi riifitiijijs tis irri ttle 


aa 
t 
ga 
+ 


} 


i 


4 
¢ 


t 
a 
# 


* 


+7 
we TH 
= ~ 
Ta all 
Ly 2 
‘ 
& 
gel ee 
‘ oF 
ft 
. 
Ae ‘A 
gs , 
~ 
> A j 
a 
we 
ec- 
if 
te 4 4 
ini mnin nin wea Ll LD 


2. ip 


' 
ft 
i] 
t 
fy 


eh 


TTC yy rr eee 
3 : . 
4 
i 
oe 
; 


in 2 aa Ne 3 
dooyoo ? * car 
eet - ba es . =f 

cy : aly a ; - <0 28. a es ; ae 
See ne ¥ & ‘ee 
oe ‘ a any - * ¢ 
rer d por ry i wy . is #, 
7 se wom rts : Ra 
wr RE ae “gekn pa, re ‘ a wa 
~ Cer Bae age i? . ~ 
af Gr: Sage OB ae ie : ih 
5 fa OE ty y : 
pee EG aut ty = | 
. eg! Se SU are HS . ~ ¢ : 


: ee 
l 
4 ie is 
. 
a i 
” «= - ot S| 

4 = 3} 

ree S 

ft il 
bit 
ei : : H 

+ : z 

ee a ent Syne I 

i 

ele Red: re t 
Hl 

et -_* % t 

$s, a | 

= OT ee . : } 

a : = wos aI 

ok, ba 

e te | 

= = Sea BS q 
: ac 7 ig 7 Lf 
a, a i 4 

ss as r ro . 

; ; fp ABR | 
o A 7 So 
PSs foe ri 

wat ae 1 
as note : é 
. ‘ , F 
te Se a 
aos ‘ s oe 
: #4 be . ee ; : 
m4 % . 
2 ‘ 4 te S ya ; # ' 
e 
‘ y ; ; i 
be : ‘ . =f] 
f 
t 
- ; 
as ? 
t t ast 4 7 “ | 
y ~ 4 ne 1 wet. rt 
f . i 
: i ‘ é i 
; 7 a | 


, 
as aaa PCCeee 


See 


. 


ARRESTED OR 
E AND NUMBER RR EIVED CHARGE 


Joun Epear Hoover, Director. 


DISPOSITION | 


-t . pares eZ a4 
» * aoa 
. et * w wits] are OC mmerd 2 we 
« 
Boge ‘gowee ? ee ee 
vans 4 = bs « sannietense ey 
bs a 
tema we eweme aes 
‘ 
. 
+. wes S. & sweet ere 
. ’ “2 
= Pte n Re aes eee 
® “ 
= wee ah toe aA wy wees 
ars = wee 
. ae “os 
age ee ae 5 Peete 
4 oe = 
y a "ee eeeee 
« . i 
7 Bae wwe 2 se aw he oe 
ar ‘ 
arog WN eRe eee 
e 2 
5 . - Awan tN Bem ip BPrm Meet 
rap * . + 4 
ad ie ad ‘ ed # -” , ‘ e Bn 
* 1 
praebace L+ unt 
* 4 1 4 aM 
* 
te 5 ® 
a de vege ihe 
id co & 
7 7 ae awe © pM a 
7 wr * 
s oe a 
was sweet 2 pw 9h wenger 
ig ~ * 
bor 4 t ne 4 = ~ tm ib 
® 4 
4 
’ wo 4a op ey ‘s 
fem ¢ i " 
. ~ jas * % 
Je 
ale i ca 
ra 
LP LAO, RP UE OR ae Po vo n £ 7 , tow a o% 
6 Nia syreneegrmg ee de ed ems hecgnnete 2 tmp eee Rat teen sees me [ee caer etetar ete ta op 
POTS TT See egies by rein ede 8 an! a ee os 
BER MN Pe She + woe 
PO er eet RT ee Rn eons ee aD oy wt we ode were an 


*Represents notations unsupported by fingerprints in F. B. I. files. 


ae wae $ is, 


ts 


supply.dispositions.to.this Bureau in any. of.the foregoing cases where they do not appear. 
72045 


sen aemene ne as 


P 
* 
Fi 2 
’ 
* LY 
* + 
. 
‘ 4 
- + 
4 
_ « 
4 
. 
. 
7 4 
A “ 
° 
= = 
i a 
’ 
a ‘ 
af 
® oe % 
eae wea 
e a 
co a 
» 
# te 
% < 
% 
x 
. 
: * 
' 2" oe 
, 2 7 sa 
ae 
. . 
7 ~ 
. hn 
. 
t , 
a 
s 
* 
Ls 
. 
: . 
* 
, oe ¢ 
z \ 
x 
of 
A 
te > 
ra + 
bs ~~ 


Ors . to oars . 
+ 
i J 
eae, 
=, 
. 
1 
Ea 
, 
¥ 
‘ 
peat 
* 
ery 
> 
* ‘ 
! 
’ 
. 


Cary 


a «6 
: t ‘ 
al 
. 
. 
S 
. 
¢ 
. 
« 
. 
we 
orn, . 
: 
e »* 
> 
gue 
. ‘a i 
. owe at ' 
Sane 
4 
4 
ce a 
5 . 
- 
” 
* » 
ot, 
2 
“ 
r 
~ . 
« 
& . 
£ : 


nes mang aE Sot SERIA Ph certs * S 
ome OE tas te aren fA 


. 
. : 
aS a See " 
NA, eta Om SS pean, 
+ cor aaa 


* 

BS 

* 
ve 


‘ 
Mme EL 
shee eeteer tie 
Ptah, So! 
= oa ig 
“ “: 
Hes 
eee 
en ane’: 
A aN 
; 
' a 
4 
gw a renee etna ge hoes “ 
“Agee Lan % 
hee da L a, ie 
- : 
we 
Par oe 
Zc , on . 
ba . 
a el z 
i . : 
‘ . 
e 
[ nes 
Beat S a 
se « i ees 
yloe 
BOS aS a) 


‘ 
f we” “ 
‘ . 
. Ps 
ate 
3 as 
4* ~ 7” 
. 
ms + 
“, 
: 
‘4 
. = 
a 
i _* 
Ls 
ae 
£ ’ 


am PEP eer ra BBE BR RERUN 
an SB EEEEEE ECE E EEE EEE EE CEE EERE EEE EERE ERECT EEE EE ECE EERE EEE EERE TERRE EEE EEC EEE EE EEE EEE EEE eee Crp ery 
an PEE EE ee ee eee eee eee ee eae 
an SR 
an BRB DERM RR RE Oe RRR RN RRR 
mmc tofttatafatotel tntebetatnta|atodotmtatobadattaefaftf—pdtf tt pd tad tt tL tL tL td ft tt tt tt SRR ERR RAR RRR 
an SM ee RR RRR ERR 
Cd tee eee 
mney RRR 
an a UG Da TD OH OH Pa He A A 0 He Ba ae DS De EG Wa DD Da BD A OSH SH De ND De De Da DD Da Be Da De De De DD DH DD DD 
an £25} 0 BB DO 0 YD a OO SD Da Da Da POE a eee 
ig BRRRRAN RAR 
SR h\ SE BE RERRE RRR Re 
BE RE RRR RN RR Re 
PEIN ETE Eee eer re eee ea eer eed 
myo potepatmlatetett ttt atntaltfatatotnf tbat ttt ttt tt tj ttt tt ft pt pe 
ee Te SR RRM eR 
Liye pot tft tt SERENE RN Pitt tt htt SRM PP 
BE RR ee RR 
+ B EEE EE SEEN BE 
EY A DB Da a ae ae De Wa Pa ea a a a De a Be Da Pee De Ha De PS a Ha SP Da A SS Oa DN BD De SS SNS SN HS Ee Da Da Ha Det Ha HH SS ES TD SO DS DF 
WRG a Oe 
Se Pal RR ERR Pe RR 
cB CCC EEN NR RRR 
0 5 a RRR 
Lt SK EEE EEE EEE EEE EE ET SUR eee 
CAS COREE Cee ere a 20 DO SAE DE DOE BO AE HE HE HS SE DS NS HH ES SND DE SE SED SE He Ha De NO NG a ME Heat SS lS SS HE SR HS Dd ak SR HG Di ae ke He ak Sd a 
i} TCC CCCCeCererrr rere eee eee eee eee ee ee 
Er & Et td PT Ese BU Sa Da DE a DE Da DS DD DD BB: 
amy) {tt ttt CCCCCCCCCCOC COT |e Pee eee OE SH 0 DD SO SS SS DE Da BD Dy Da DD fe A SH Dt SD Da 
Pt SE ee aaa Pie er rt ttt ET LL EL Ed td Peper perp yp ih 
I= CEE eer ed et tel b tL Pi Er ook: 
an ptt tt tt ttt a Da Da ee ttf ttt 0 SM PP HP a eH Da Ma DN Da Da Ha DY eae eee eae Died Det Wa Da Da Da Sa a Pa a Ss DS 
ij BB a a a PH Se a Se Da a Ba He Ha a DD De PA tt OE OP Sa Da OS 
Coe COCO eee eee Eee eee eee 
SL Sach OP DOE NE SN a MS a ES HS HS HS SS A ES SS SS SS HS A SS SS HS HB 
SG SB a a a Ha a a He a Ba Dae Dae a De Da De DD Dee OD SO EE EET ET 2 a NS A DS A Pa HD SSS SN OE SS aN De OS OE SM De SB DS eS De 
Ties CCCP Ea jt ft ti th i] EE tt tt td BEBE e Ee 
Saet S O e patefamt ffi t | tL tt A Pa a Pa a a Da Ha a Ha ea He Sa a SD fl NO 
FH Se eee ee ted ean nee a {ttt OS ON BB a a a a a ee 
= CCC reer eee eee eee Pee eo fi te 
900 fceycd Ok HK A Da HE SH RS a OL SS HS SH HD RACE EEL PPE afetP ttt pf} ttt tt ft 
SIS CEEPECECEE CEE eee eee eee ae RE tt tt a Oa 
am 8 CCC EEE eee afett LTE pL EE EE et A De De Sa ee a a a a a DH Da 
CS eee eee eee 
mm he ee anname OE tt ttt ttt ptt = 
an i} En en 0S SO OE DB HS a Da Set He a a Ha Hae HD HS DS 2 OW HD DN DN Ha Ha NN SS HA A RE Da DS Da SN OE DE aN DE SNE Haat Da DE aN OO Re SG SND SG ET Sa SD WS DS DR yo: 
0 a ee a a a a a a a a a a a DD eH Ha DD SH Ha DD Da DN DD He HS a a a Dee Sa De De a Dad He Det Dt Oe ae kDa Da Da Sa Oe Dae DB 
et et et tt ttt peta} tT Tt 3 
{jt ttt ttt abate Eh GO WA PAE DO a Ba Ha Ha Se Ha Ha Sa Na Ha Ba Da Da Ha Ha Hae eS Da SD 
1 Bn A Be a a Se a a Ha HH Da HH HE He He a Ha HS A A SS OH RD DD DE HS SS GE ST DS SS ES DS DE MO SS SS SO HO NE Ha HAN SH et NE SD eat DG eS Pa Da Da 
8 Ba AE DN HH SN Ha SE Ha et Se Se HED HS HN HN a Ha SE SHR DD ak SE OT OO SS AN SSS DN DN SEN SS SD SE SN ST NE Da SN He SS NS Sa SEN DG SAN SN a NE DN NE RES Dn DS ON SD EN SN SN DU Dm SS GT Sa Dh EN SNE SD a Sa TE SG SD SD SS dO 
Se EERE EEE PE ere 
CCE eee eee eee eee eee ee es 
CCC eee ere eee 
BE HH EEH  E tofetetmtaf iit t tte ptt tt tt 
$8 Da Ba a a Ha Ha HN Da He a HH Ha Ha He a Na Me Sa NE HH Ha SH Dae A Ha HT SEN ST DS DE eH NH A EH NT HN A HT NT NH HN SENN ST Ha SSG HN HS Ha AR HTS SE a HM HS a DS ED SS SD a De DES OS 
eee ee ttt ttt fet nf fot tbat fff tf ttt tH Mo es PP Se aS a 
Ha a HD A PL HS SA A SSS SE OH LD La PS SNE ANT NT aN SN SST RAE Ha SP OSE EH GS NE GRE SNE Dea Sam Sa Da Dn Sa NE Su at ES tt ttt ttt tt tet tp te 
at Sa St a a to tte Ee it ptt ttt tt tt Et iy} 
St Ok a Dak ae tO ae ee ee Enea Sk De DP 9 Da DD 
een mn TCC Pe eereeeer rrr reper ee ey 
me PEPE EE EEE EEE EERE EEE Eft 2 a HB Da Ha Da Da HH Se a ad a 
EG A a Da a Pa Da a a a a A Ba a a a A 0 Pe Benen Ba DN DE BE HE SS HS ak ANA SAN NaN NOE Da HN ET SN NE UE HN DE NG SU SE SE DS NSDL ENE ONS He eS DE et Da Deak Dea ae BaP | 
PCr rere eee ee 
BB eH HP BH De Be HH HE BN Da OE SD DE DS PS DS DS HS BP OO SD Sa DY Sa HD Oa De a SD He DP HO HP SON BO De DO SY PE 8 SD YO ST EO 
28 I OE A a Ha HP Baek Ne SSS HN Da ST DONE Ha Na SE DD DT SN BS ON ek DN OT De DS ON Ht NT ENE SN HNN EN SEN SE SG ST ON SE Nk Da SNE HA Ha DS NE De SS SNE DN NN SE SNS DONE ME NW OO NG HG ESN SD Da HE aN SEN SS He Pa NE A SD a De SN aS Went Da SOT Cs OD 


BEECCEE EEE ECEEEECCE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE CEE EEE EEEEEE EEE EERE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE Eee 


un ; STCCCILLCLELELLE LEE LL LLL EC CCCrrrrCrrr rrr riyyiririti TTTTLeLeLLELLeL “ELL LCLUCLCITTerr rp pri 
Sn SCOT eee Lee CeCe Pec {_f nam TTTTECeeEe“LEL ELL LLEELL_eLeteLerrreerrrerypy i 
an SCTCTLCLLLe-LLLeL LLLLLLE CCC rer rr ee rT Ti tire EEE 
| PEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EERE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEC EEE Eee ee EEE 
TTTLLLLLLELLECULEC Leer rrr rrr prt TTT Cece ea Pi ci ct tl ir) TTTTCPLrreL_LeeeE Litre rerrre re 
Ba by SERRE EE EGSREE TE CEEDEEE OTS SaeSEESECEGC REET aseeeseee2 00S eeeeenn ea ceeceers ce eeeseeeneeceeeEeeTeeene 
EH & FEE EEE EE EERE CEE COCE EEE EEE EEE EERE COCOE CE EEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEE EEE EEEE EEE EEEEEEE EEE EE EE EE EEE 
+4 tt Se EEE AEEEEEC EEE EH 
a BECEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEE EEE E-EEEEEEEE eee Eee eee 
“ERB EEE EERE PECEEEEEEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EERE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEE EERE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EEEEEEE EEE 
fd ritfii recite ly tty CLL LLLLLE LL LL ELL LL LLL LLL EC CCCP eer ppeyp ff EE 
1 PEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE CCEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EERE a 
ae PEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEE EEE EEEEEEEEEE EEE EEE EEE ECCS EEE EERE Eee PEE 
aa EeeEeeeeeeeceeeeeececcceecazzaaazssiaaaaaaerePeeeeEEeceeeeeeceeooocoazszaitneeereTeeTeeTEEE 
Sob scercceneaeraerccccercar cory ces ccercestaesscstasesees eset serccerTgeraereeersaeence PEEEEEEECE EEE EE 
@: = i - “y-7_t tt ttt ttt tee it ttt 3 a EEC EELEE LEE 
FH FERRER EEE EE SEER EEE EERE EEE EEE EEE EERE EEE CECE CEEEEEE EE EEE CECE EE REE EEE EE EERE EEEEEEE EEE 
as SEEEo Gas T oar scer cesrseessersceraserecec coer ost Tcercaeesser ices sseereeccergst /coeraeerersaeereerre 
oo PEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EERE EE CEE EEE EEE EEE CEE EEE EEE EERE EEE EE ECEEEEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EERE EEE 
== PERE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE ECE EEE EEE EEE EEE EERE EERE EEE EEE EE EEEEE EERE EEE EERE 
al ECC EE CEE ECE EEE EEE EEE CECE EEEEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE EERE EE CE EEE EEE 
EECEEE EEE EERE EE EEE CECE EEE FERRER EEE EEE CE EE EEE EERE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE EE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE 
ptt ttt EECEEEEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EERE EERE EE EERE CEE EE EEE ECE EEE EEEEEEEEEE EEE EEE EE EEE ere 
SEGTososovasaseesetesesorarecectotororeccctstcsaveseatasaserccececectctarorerereitstototasteseroreere 
SEEr cos ces toes cessessaeresrces cee seecercer sor sszectccsscercersesaescasteescescer esr oseececerserseerases 
PERCE EERE EEE EEE EERE FEEEE EERE EEE EEE EEE EEEEE EEE EE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE EEE EERE EEE EE EEEE EEE EEE EERE EEE 


an 
BR, MRR ERR Re 2S RN AAR 
PAC TPP eee eee eee REECE CECE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE HH pep 
7 SECC eee eee eee eee eee eee 
am Ft eee am 
MR Ro BN 0 DP BD SD DD Da DD DD DN DD 2 DDD HO DT DD DDD 
CaCO eee eee BERR RRR SR 
G9 a 0 A 0 LS Ha PS Ha BH HW DD DDD DW DD 
PALE ECP ee eee te TPP ere eee eee reer 
an BE EEE eee Lt 
SR ly] RRR RR RRR RN A RR 
M0 So MR ee SRR ee RRR 
BEE SE Cee eee 
WO 9 Be ee Da a Hee a Da ee DH ee a De ee a DD A 0 a 0 0 De WD DD HD DDD Dd HD DD SD DD YS 
ON DH HD De De Da Da DH DH BH Dat He De GN ak Sa Fa St tS HO OB a SD HD DH DS A DN HO AD OT SS Na SE SS HS SS DH DD Sn SO SD eH 
RO eC eeeeer PPT eee ee eee 
it oe ee een OG BE DB a De a Da Da Da a a Ha Da Ha He Da DL DL ST DN ST SEN SA BE Da PON Sek SE SE De DN SE SUE Da De DE SE Da Da DE | 
28) BERR RRR 
BE Pel Me ff f-tfft ttt ELE TT EE EEE EET 
CO SBCCCeCcrrerr PEE PELE Pe ee eee eee eee cece 
Tigep Titre eee eee eee eee rr ere 
8 Ee EEE EEE EEEEE EEE EEE HEE HE Pt ee 
C3 Cece SRR ERR ERM RR RR RN 
es SRR REE RRR tat fff tt tat ttt ttt ttt atab at fafa fofet tf tt ESR 
ON §=9 RR {ft tt eid bs BERR RRR 
Piss CPC TCU Peper eee eee eee ame pottatatatttntatntmtotetatedefetataitt TEP TT ttt tt 
EY ott BERS RE REE RRR tt A BA a a Ds Da De De Ye OD 
OO 9 BD Da Da DE Da BH DN SDH Ha HH Sa DO Sa DS Da a DS PEELE TL ET EE EEE Pp ep ae 
Li] 4} SR Oe Oa ae Da ae De 
RR ECC Ere EEE ce rece a pf EEE 0 Da SO DD 
at eS eee 
Ah oe OE A ee DS De HH HH HS SY A Da CH SB A HS HS SS HH SS HD DS DS ST DS SS 3 
fal S ft ttt ts OO a pfiffi 0 Oe oe 
Pies Eero rrr rp eer py ep ooae oft Lipper ify tft tit tf tt ipo 
ad = Dk aN SEN Ha id De A Ma DON SS SN Ma SE SH ND Sa Hae SN Oa DN Da Ha DG a nk SE Se Sea a Ha DD SE Se ti ppt ttt fal tal al nba t ttn fe fatod patente 25 OE ONE Da a De a a Oa Da Ha He ak Da Da Da et DD 
FA Ss pafotetfatatmtatetanfa| pat faftntatata fal fteletetatapatote eb fat et pated A Sa a a Ha SS Da a a A Ha SS DD DW 
Oe SS Pa Da REE RR EER 505 OD PP a a a Da a a Sa Da HD Da Dee a a Sa DS Sg Da Sa Sa Da De 
00D fod OOS OA HS SD Sa SS pote fad tet tt tt tpt taped alate ntodn fade fate ota tf lt Ok DO Ba HO De Dap Pe 
Pot OS eee 
2 9 afta tft ft ltt ttf ttf tt EE tt tt EL RG HE SS Sa SE Da SS SS a Da Dan Sa NS a Da DE SE SNE RNS EEN SS SS DE 
TJOCCrerrrrrrrrrer eee rere eee reece Pee eee eer eee eee ee 
Sas FR tot tft tt tf ttf ttt bad [ abated fate batt atpotat tb tat Bam ttt} ttt Ss er 
am a ppt ttt tL ttt tft at bt Pepper ppp 0 DAG Be DE Sa Pa SS Dae SS Sa a SNE Ha HEE A a Se Da Da DD HD Da fbf to iy Cds 
a a a ee ae a ae a a a a 0 De QR De ad DD Pa a a a a a De Dd 
tet ft tt tt tt td BER tt tt 
a Da Ha DE a a Da SD a Da DD SD ap Cea SNE MERE 
ee ee eerie a OO a Da Pa He HS a Da Ha OY a a Ha Da Ha Sa Sa Dae He Ha Da DD eS ONS Oe Se Set De Fa Da SD Pa a ae Pe 0 00 
OA O08 Sa Na Da Hae SSP DS Sa SS ON A DD SN Dae Ha Ha Hea DNS SS SE Ra NE Ne SN RN NE RD HS HT Da Da NE SSN Da a Da Daa NE a Dan a SN Da SN Hae De SS SE OR PB aE SL Dae Da DE Da DN a Da Da ND De a De DB) 
HHH COE eee ey SBOE Bh Pa HH ae a PD 
2 Da Ba a a a a BE a a a a a a a Pe He a a a De ae a He Da ae a a DD a ee 
ee a a ee ee a ee ee ee ee 2 2 ee 0 0 
wma ttt tee tt bafeednbmfafotanbetetafafot—fatof SF a a SH a SW SO 
EP eee eee ee ee eee Pee Pee eee ee ees 
ttt tt tft ttt EE EE tit Ed de 
tit la ttt tt iti ttf iit TE tt 0 GG 
ae as Oe ttt ttt ‘SMa DG SDL dN Det Ha Oa HN SEE SE ENE Sa DE Sa Pa DNL NE NE te SENS AE NL SR SH HAS SN NE NE AEN DNS DG SE GRE SNE SG SNE HAN DN SN DN SN DO DUS ak SE DT DE NS Ma SO Wa RE NT RE a Da AE I WN SN NaN SD Pa NE SN NS Da Sa MO SE NH Wa DD TS Se DE) 
Oa a Sat Da Sa SD ee eee eee ee eee RS BS A Ba Ha BS a ST SS Na Ha Sa SE Sa Pl aH ED De De Da De ttt 
{tt ft a Dak ak SD Ha Ha SS SN a Da Sa DSS Sa a Dea NL SSS HD HS DERE SN NE Da Det ea GENE aS a Deak HN Da NS SE DAG Lene Deal ST SN NG SONS DG Sa Da Da We FS 
oe a a EEE ee eee EEE Eee 
FO OS WE HO SP DE AE Dat eh A DN Sa Sa Ga ea Sa Se De De NE NR OG DN ee ee eee Ne ee ee ee ee a a Da 0 
8 A HE Denk OS SN PN HNN De OG Hak Sm Sa De Sea ok Hee eed Se Na Da DS tk RG Bk a a a a 0 De Da a De ae BN 2 A a De De He a Be a 0 0 0 2 E 
ST BP SS SS SS a SH OP DS Da Oa a DS SD Da PP A Sa Ba SS a Da DP Ye De SD SA DD DT WAT SE PO BO Ba DT US OS DE Da DS SN NS De Pa OO OT A Te Hy DN Oa De Da Da DDD TF DW) 
eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee a A OH Da Da a SS 
PL EEE eee Tad 1 Dae i 


Leake, inn ofan Oo tet at 
(lin: rhe wud iy 0, BiG ALE 


a 
Vs a DO AUVtt 2ter “PIAA 


x 


é 


Office Mio dian * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


STANDARD FORM, UNS. 64 


DIRECTOR, FBI | DATE: 7/19/56 


SAC, WFO (86-2) 


a . 

RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, et al; ye 
Chief Justice EARL: WARREN, et al; \ 
VICTIMS 2 
AFO . 

sanaae AOE ny 

July a8, 1956, in connection with investigative procedure in 

instant case, FRED _HOCKETT was reinterviewed at his place of residence, ~ 
1115 Maryland Avenue, N. Be This interview was conducted by Special 
Agents JAMES F. DURKIN;,Jr., and CHARLES M. BEALL. 


It should be pointed out that i the previous interview of HOCKETT 
on July 15, this interview was conducted on his front porch and no entrance 
was effected in any way into HOCKETT's apartment proper. 


During the interview HOCKETT again brought up the fact that he 
intended to sue the Metropolitan Police Department and the FBI, “his: was 
in no way initiated by interviewing agents. HOCKETT again made the 
allegation that an FBI agent had, "pushed into his apartment and otherwise 
acted in an obnoxious manner." At this point the interviewing agents asked 
HOCKETT as to the specific actions the agent from the FBI had done during 
the interview on July 1). As has happened previously, HOCKSTT then changed 
‘his story stating that in fact the FBI representative on the July 1) inter- 
_view had stayed in the background anc conducted himself at all times as 
a gentleman. HOCKETT then made a half-hearted threat that he was going to 
file suit on the afternoon of this interview. As HOCKETT dropped the yyy 
‘subject no further reference was made to the same by interviewing agents. 


As a matter of record, however, it is set out that at all times 
when HOCKETT had discussed this threatened suit he has used, interchangeably, 
' the terms PBI and Police. @n such instances the interviewing agents would 
then insist upon a clear-cut distinction as to the representatives of each 
agency. He would then become apologetic for any references made to the. 
FBI specifically. 


In order to evaluate statements made by Mr. HOCKRTT it should 
be noted that the interviewing agents got the impression that he changes 
from a period of calmess to one of high exciteability when he is discussing 
the subject of segregation. It is at these times that he makes many threats 
and rash statements and after his moment of anger has subsided he, infact, 
aperea= for them and talks sr a nary ne 
Soe ee ae 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI . 7/19/96 


RE: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, et al; 
AFO 


There has been no record of any suit filed as of July 19, A. M.,. 
and it is the opinion of the interviewing agents that HOCKETT is ®popping off" 
and will never, in:fact, take any formal action in this matter. 
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Office Memorandum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Mre Rose, > 
Tolson __. 
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FROM : F, Le Price Anis ee resnind 
? Belmont 


Ee : ‘ : 7 Harbo ______- 
SUBJECT: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL; f eres 
CHIEF JUSTICE EARI/WARREN, ET AL, VICTIMS ie = 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER Y ue 
Tele. Room 


ee pico f Tacaied 
In my memorandum of 7/15/56 information was set f6 Holloman 

concerning allegation made by Fred Plant Hockett, one of the eae 
subjects involved in the burning of-crossés, to the effect that Agents 
of the Bureau and officers of the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) | 
were belligerant and forced their way into his apartment during inter- 
view with him of 7/14/56. Memoranda were obtained from personnel 
involved, and our recommendation that no administrative action be 
taken with regard to personnel was approved. 


In connection with investigation of this case, it was 
necessary to reinterview Hockett on 7/18/56 in view of additional 
information that had been developed. During the course of reinterview, 
Hockett again alluded to his original allegation, saying an Agent 
pushed into his apartment and otherwise acted in an obnoxious manner. 
He again halfheartedly threatened to file suit against Bureau and 
MPD. When pressed by interviewing Agents as to specifie actions by 
Agent personnel which caused him to make his allegation, Hockett 
changed his story, stating that, in fact, Agent on 7/14/56 interview. ... 
conducted himself at all times as a gentleman. 


In letter of 7/19/56, SAC Laughlin, Washington Field Office, 
furnished the above information and pointed out that whenever Hockett 
has mentioned his threatened suit he has interchangeably used terms 
FBI and police. When Agents insisted upon clear-cut distinction as 
to which representatives of each agency he was referring to, he would 
. become apologetic for any reference made to FBI specifically. 


SAC Laughlin pointed out that in evaluating Hockett*s ; 
statements, interviewing Agents received the impression that he talks 
calmly and rationally until he gets on the subject of segregation, at 
which time he becomes highly excited and angered. During these times 
he makes many threats and rash statements but after his anger has 
subsided he then apologizes and talks rationally. 
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The Attorney General July 23, 1956 


Director, FBI 


A RONALD gecEne ROWLEY, ET AL.; sa. 
O; CHIEF JUSTICE OWARREN, ET AL. - VICTIMS; i>} 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER Me] 


I am enclosing herewith a copy of a report prepared 
by our Washington Field Office which is dated duly 21, 1956. 
This report sets out in detail the results of additional 
investigation conducted by our Agents on July 19 and 20, 1956, _ 
some of which was summarized in my memorandum of July 20, 7956.5 
Attached to the enclosed report is a Photostat of a sign 
statement dated July 21, 1956, which Ronald Eugene Rowley | m 
given to Agents of our Washington Field Office. Copies of 
enclosed report and Rowley's statement are being furnished 16° > 
Deputy Attorney General Rogers and Assistant Attorney Generai-+ 
Olney with copies of this memoranduz. 
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In addition to the information set forth in the éholosed:: 
report which was summarized in my memorandum of July 20, 1956, _.| 
the report reflects interviews with additional individuals, 9X9 I. 
were present at a meeting of the White Citizens Council in-° '% 
Southeast Washington on the night of July 13, 1956. These 
individuals are Ernest B&. Cunningham, 1821 18th Street, Southeast, 
Washington, an employee of the Naval Gun Factory, and Ollie Linwood 
Bell, 1301 U Street, Southeast, Washington, also an employee of 
the Naval Gun Factory. Both of these individuals admitted attending 
the duly 13, 1956, meeting of the White Citizens Council and both 
denied that the-matter. of burning crosses was discussed or planned 
at the meeting. Neither of these individuals admitted that he. 
had knowledge that crosses were to be burned and both advised that 
they learned that crosses were burned in the District. area only 
through reading of the activity in the newspapers. 


Edward L. Strohecker, 1116 Portner Road, Alexandria, 
Virginia, advised Agents that he is interested in movements to 
fy protect the rights of the white people but is not interested in 
ay any organization that does not conduct itself in a legal, orderly 
i Tolson 22@Shion. He stated he has met John Kasper, alleg the 
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Memorandum to The Attorney General 


of the Washington White Citizens Council, and Kasper has visited 
in his home. He said he was not impressed with Kasper or the 
iatter's handling of the White Citizens Couhcil and did not become 
associated with this organization. Strohecker denied having 
attended any meetings of the White Citizens Council but admitted 
knowing Ronald Bugene Rowley and said Rowley informed him that 

he had participated in the burning of the crosses. 


Additional investigation has been conducted in the 
area of 4545 Connecticut Avenue, Northwest, the residence of 
Solicitor General Simon E. Sobeloff, and 3018 Dumbarton Avenue, 
Northwest, the residence of Justice Felix Frankfurter. However, 
no additional information has been developed as to the identity 
of the individuals burning crosses at these addresses. 


The signed statement executed by Ronald Eugene Rowley 
sets forth details as to how he became acquainted with individuals 
in the White Citizens Council. In this statement Rowley identifies 
individuals he has met at these meetings and in his contact with 
members of the Council. Rowley also admits his participation 
with John David Lee and Fred Plant Hockett in the burning of 
crosses at the Sheraton-Park Hotel. 


With regard to the cross that was burned at the 
residence of Mrs. Douglas King in Prince Georges County, Maryland, 
Rowley has advised in his statement that on the night of duly 13, 
1956, John Kasper wentioned to him that a Mr. Pearce was going 
to burn a cross somewhere that night. Rowley states that when 
Kasper mentioned the name Pearce, he knew Kasper meant a Mr. Pearce 
who is affiliated with the Maryland Petition Committee. Rowley 
stated he met this individual at a meeting of the White Citizens 
Council on June 15, 1956, at the Annapolis Hotel in Washington. 


With regard to the Maryland Petition Committee, 
Incorporated, considerable information has been made availabie 
to Assistant Attorney General William F. Tompkins concerning 
this organization in the matter captioned “Marylaad Petition 
Committee, Inc., Internal Security ~ xX." It appears that this 
is an organization operating in Maryland engaged in efforts 
against desegregation. 
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Memorandum to The Attorney Geseral 


Investigation has disclosed that the individpeal named 
Pearce referred to by Rowley is possibly one John Berbert Pearce 
who resides at 4810 48th Avenue, Edwonston, Maryland. Pearce is 
presently on a vacation trip and his exact iocatien is not 
known. Efforts are being made to locate Pearce for interview. 


The additional information which has been developed 
in this investigation is being made availabie to the United States 
Attorney, Washington. Our investigation is continuing and 
you will be advised of the results. 


Enclodire 


cc: 1 - Mr. William P. Rogers CngohGre) 
Deputy Attorsey General 
i - Assistant Attorney General (Enc ire) 
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The Attorney General Tuly 20, 1956 


Director, FBI _ 


D 
RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL.; 
CHIEF JUSTICE EARIOWARREN, ET AL. - VICTIMS; 
CBRAULEISG & YEGUEAL OFFIAEE : 


I am enclosing herewith a copy of a report prepared 
y our Washington Field Office dated July 20, 1956. This wi 
ort sets forth in detail the results of investigation 
_.condueted by our ener on July 18, 1956, this information 
“"peing furnished to you in summary form in my memorandum we 
of July 19, 1996. Copies of the enclosed report are being 
furnished bo Deputy Attorney General Rogers and Assistant 
Attorney General Olney with copies of this memorandum. 


For your further information, our Agents have 
conducted additional investigation concerning this matter 
on July 19, 1956. Edgar Franklin Johnston, who has previousjy 
identified "himself to our Agents as Chairman of the Norttwesf. 
Washington White Citizens Council, was again interviewed@on 2 
July 19, 1956, and refused to furnish any information, by 
did aliow Agents to photograph his automobile and himself. 
He advised that he would inform John Kasper, allegedly teem © 
organiger of the Washington White Citizens Council, the ED 
desired to interview him and indicated that Kasper * woulda ye 
available for interview in the near future. Johnston didy 
however, state that one Earnest Cunningham attended the 
meeting of the White Citizens Council in southeast Washington 
on July 13, 1956, although he would not furnish further 
identifying information concerning this person. Efforts are 
being made to identify and locate Cunningham for interview. 


Mrs. Alex James Hanna of Alexandria, Virginia, was 
reinterviewed. It was pointed out in my memorandum of July 19, 
1956, that Mrs. Hanna refused to admit attendance at the White 
Citizens Council meeting of July 13, 1956, although her husband 
in a separate interview had admitted that he and his wife 
attended this meeting. This conflict was pointed out to 
Mrs. Hanna but she refused to further discuss the matter. 

—— During this interview, which was conducted at Mrs. Hanna's 
residence at the Temple Trailer Village, Agenks : noted a ‘ted 
"“—— hhalf-ton pickup truck parked in the area which bore Georgia | 
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Memorandum te The Attorney General 


comprised one of four automobiles which proceeded from 
seutheast Washington to northwest Washington on the night 
of July 13, 1956, shortly before crosses were burned in 
the District area. When questioned concerning the presence 
of this truck, which Agents noted to be an International 
truck, Mrs. Hanna stated that it was owned by a friend, 
Mrs. Dupree, who was visiting her. This individual was 
present but appeared frightened and refused to furnish her 
name or any information other than to say her husband had 
- used the truck to make a trip to Sumter, South Carolina, 
July 13 and 14, 1956, to bring her back to Alexandria. 


Mr. Alex James Hanna was interviewed on two 
occasions on July 19, 1956. He stated that the truck parked at 
his trailer is the property of Dupree Henderson, a friend of 
Mrs. Hanna. Hanna stated that Henderson went to Sumter, 
South Carolina, on the evening of July 13, 1956, to pick up 
Henderson's wife and personal belongings and is now back in 
the Washington area, although Hanna denied knowing where 
Henderson and his wife are residing or employed. In response 
to questioning, Hanna stated that the truck he observed at 
the July 13, 1956, meeting of the White Citizens Council was 
a red Studebaker pickup truck. 


An intensive investigation is still continuing 

' to lecate and interview all persons who may have information 
pertinent to. this investigation. John Kasper has not been 
located to date but concentrated efforts are being continued 
to locate this individual for interview. The results of 
this investigation, as well as a copy of the enclosed report, 
are being made available to the United States Attorney in 
Washington. You will be advised of the results of our 
additional investigation. 


Enclosure 
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ec; 1 = Mr. William P. Rogers (Enclosyfe) 
Deputy Attorney General ie 


1 - Assistant Attorney General (En¢Losure) 
Warren Olney IIi oy 


NOTE: Washington Field Office (WFO) report of 7/20/56, which is 
being furnished to the Attorney General, Rogers and Olney, sets forth 
results of investigation conducted by WFO on7/18/56. Contents of 
this report were summarized in memorandum to Attorney General of 
7/19/56. The additional information set forth in instant memorandum 
was furnished in WFO airte}_of 7/19/56. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


' SAC, Washington Field office July 19, 1956 


There followa a report of the FBI Laboratory on the exacnination 
of evidence personally delivered or July 1h, 1956~ 


= 


UNSUBS. 00a 
| SALTER FUGE WE HOWLEY, ibject _V ae De, 
; FELIX'ES WHEUR TBE, EA} W, LLREN » John Edgar Hoover, Dincaros 
elas Rg f EHSAN, Sino’ ‘SUBLLGIF, oes 
wf DUUGLA Ss ‘KING, Victins YOUR FILE NO. ae a Pt : 
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFF ICRHS miei 
MISGELLANEGUS ih NO: ; 
Examination requested by: Li 232362 HL. 
2 ’ Washington Field office rs 


Reference: 


None 
Examination requested: Too on - Spee trographic r MLoroscopic , MS 
Chemical, ‘iscellaneous, Document 


Specimen: 


Wooden cross recovered at home of PELIX FRANSIURITER. Item A 
Wooden cross, origin not stated. Item 5b 

Wooden cross recovered at Sherston Fark Hotel. Itexu ¢ 

Wooden croas, origin not stated. Item D 

Wooden cross recovered at home of MES. DOUGLAS KING. 

Hardboard sign bearing inscription "#- SOBKLOFF Jiw.” 

Hardboard sign bearing inscription "FALE WAHREN NIGGEL DOVER." 
Hardboard sign bearing inscription "HERGERT LEHMAN JEV. 
Metal rod found sat Sheraton Park Hotel. 


Result of exanina tion: 


The hand printing ap rearing on specimens ¢6 through c8 was 
exanined to determine if it was prepared by one individual, Bue 
to the limited number of significant identifying characteristics 

on and the linited nature of the comparable letters and letter 
Beariman _Sombinationa appearing in the questioned hand printing, it was 
Nichols _ 9% deteruined whether or not the hand printing on 39 through 
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For your investigative information, similar styles of hand 
printing were used in the preparation of the questioned hand 
printing, and some characteristics in common were noted in the 
questioned hand printing on Q6 through 8. 


A previous Laboratory report was furnished concerning the 
results of the other examinations requested. 


Evidence is retained. 
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Examination requested by: W/O 
Date of reference communication: Date received: 
puninetien requested: 
Result of Byahinations . Examination by: 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM: SAC, WFO (89-42) 
RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, 


ele. Koom.—_—— \ 
rl Mr. ee aay ; 


/ Ry et Chief Justice 
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_ nae a FEDERAL OFFICER j a ee 


mr : OP 2 on a re = 

3-- Bureau . \NDEReD RECORDED - §2 54 - 7 G 

1 - Baltimore ap re OFF | | 

1 - Richmond — 1g Ke —- < meen 

Lee Washington Field oe a bi QP 20. Jul. 25 1958 
:eje | | a 

(6) BER anvting ou oars 


n 
fond Es , . / * 7 z ' 
O°? JUL 30156 cc Ale Sug oe. 


DIRECTOR, FBI 7/17/56 


Re: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, 
et al.; Chief Justice 
pone WARREN, et al.-VICTIMS 
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ffc Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : MR. BOARDMAN DATE: July 16, 1956 


Fi ' AL TE. Belmpfit } 


SUBJECT: | O | 
RONALD whe ROWLEY, et al, 


Chief Justice Earl/w Warren, et al - Victims, 
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER 


Reference is made to the Director's inquiry 
as. to whether the three individuals involved in the burning 
of the crosses were all members of the White Citizens’ 
Council, and whether there had been any discussion at 
“meetings of this organization concerning the burning of 
the crosses. There is attached.the desired information. 
It has been prepared in the form of a memoraridum to the 
Attorney General, with a copy to Rogers, in the event the 
Director may desire to send it through to the Attorney 
General. 
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TO 


\y PROM. Spe Price | <2 

<r ) O 
RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY; JOHN DAVID LEE; FRED PLANT HOCKETT s 

SUBJECT: CHTEF JUSTICE EARLCWAR eae SENATOR HERBERTLEHMAN , 
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE FELIX~FRANKFURTER ,, SOLICITOR 
GENERAL SIMON-SOBELOFF, MRS. DOUGLAS: KING - VICTIMS; 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER 


In connection with investigation by Washington Field Office at 0) 
concerning the cross burnings on the night of 7/13-11,/56, in the District 
and in Prince Georges County, Maryland, additional information has been 
developed as to the individuals involved and the manner in which the / 
activity was carried out, 1S 
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tion by WFO on night of 7-17-56, Floyd 
‘iii ee chairman, Northwest WCC, and Edgar 
Franklin Johnston of WCC were interviewed by Agents, Fleming denied 
membership in organization but admitted attending meeting of WCC 7-13-56, 
at invitation of Johnston, He denied knowledge of or participation in 
cross burnings and denied same discussed at meeting. Johnston identified 
himself as chairman of Southeast Washington WCC and denied knowledge of 
burning of crosses except what. he read in ‘papers, Johnston claims to 
best of his knowledge cross burnings not sponsored by WCC and states that 
on night of 7-13-56, he was discussing Council business with members, He 
refused to furnish names of persons attending meeting night of 7-13-56, 
claiming he was prohibited by Board of Directors and bylaws of Council. 
He stated he would discuss this with Council and advise as to possibility 
of furnishing additional information later. WFO will reinterview him today. 


WFO attempted to locate John Kasper, organizer of WCC, last 
ight, but his whereabouts could not be established and intensive efforts 
ill be made today to locate him, The USA in Washington will be advised 


Hof results of all information developed and WFO has been instructed to give 


this investigation continuous, preferred attention. 
RECOMMENDATION: 


For your approval, there is attached a memorandum to the 
Attorney General, with copies for Rogers and Olney, bringing him up to date 
on information developed by WFO in its investigation yesterday and last 
night. - ; 


As indicated above, WFO has been instructed to pursue this matter 
vigorously and to promptly advise the USA of all developments, 
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TO : Mr. Tolson patTE: July 20, 1956 


el mon 


| Tolson — 
FROM : L. B. Nich val Nichols: 
vi 8 Board ia 


suBjyEcT: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY 


The aunt of Ronald Eugene Rowley called me on the cael 
afternoon of July 19, stating that Rowley had some additional thoughts Holloman 
and they would like to come by and see me. I stated that I was tied up i: a 
and could not see them and suggested that Rowley contact the Agents in the field“ 
office with whom he had discussed the situation previously. The aunt stated 
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she would have him do this. 
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RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL; a ee 
\ 


CHIEF JUSTICE EARL ARREN, ET AL - VICTIMS; ‘N i sores 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER ee aa 


-Fletcher advised that the Maryland Petition Committee is indicated 
ls be a group opposing integration and comparable to the White Citizens 


Council. 
Agents are still interviewing Rowley and Fletcher wanted to supply 


this information preliminarily. He advised that all logical leads will be 
run out based upon this. new information indicating that Pierce may be 


responsible for the burning of the cross at the residence of Mrs. King. 


Washington Field. Office submit further details today. 


Files are being checked at the Bureau. 
ce: (1) Mr. Nichols WE 
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ice Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


: Tolson 
TO : Mr. woods : DATE: July 23, 1956 ae 
: Mohr 
FROM ? Mr. Price?hi)< Parsons 
; Rosen _ 


J supjecr: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL.; Sa pees 


CHIEF JUSTICE-EARL WARREN, ET AL. -— VICTIMS; Holl oine'n 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER 


Washington Field Office (WFO) is continuing its 

\f vestigation to identify all individuals responsible for the NN 
/\ burning of crosses in the Washington’area on the night of MS : 
‘July 13 - 14, 1956, and to determine whether or not this cing ON 
jwas discussed at meetings of the White Citizens Council (WCC). / 
\The results of investigation 4 being furnished to the Attorney 

‘General with copies for Deputy Attorney General: Rogers and Assistant 

| Attorney General Olney as investigation progresses. 


In memorandum of 7/20/56, Department was advised of 
additional interviews with individuals who attended meetings of 
the WCC. WFO has submitted report dat d 7/21/56, which sets 
forth details of some interviews which Sax summarized in memorandum 
to Attorney General of 7/20/56, and sets forth additional investiga-— 
tion which is summarized in memorandum to Attorney General which 
is attached. WFO interviewed subject Rowley on 7/19 and 20/56, 
and obtained detailed signed statement from him as to how he became 
acquainted with WCC members, his attendance at WCC meetings and his 
participation of burning of crosses. WFO report reflects interviews 
with two additional individuals who attended WCC meeting of 7/13/56, 


iwho deny subject of burning crosses w discussed at the meeting 
and denied knowledge of burning of crosses other than newspaper 
accounts. ee: = < 


: Rowley named one Pearce as individual responsible for 
burning of cross at home of victim Mrs. Douglas King, Prince Georges 
County, Maryland. Investigation by Baltimore Office has disclosed / 

‘this individual is possibly John Horkent-Pearce, who is now on. 
vacation and exact location unknown. Pearce to return home 7/23/56, . 
and he will be interviewed. Rowley states this Pearce is member 
of Maryland Petition Committee. Bureau files reflect this organiza~_ 
tion somewhat similar to WCC and that all data we have developed 
concerning this organization has been made available to Assistant 
Attorney General Tompkins in the Department. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 


RECOMMENDATION: 


For your approval there is attached a memorandum to 
the Attorney General bringing him up to date on our investigation 
and enclosing a copy of WFO report of 7/21/56, and copy of ; 
Rowley's signed statement which is attached thereto. Copies of 
this memorandum also made for Rogers and Olney and copies of WFO 
report and Rowley's statement being made available to then. 


Information developed by WFO which is set out in WFO 
report of 7/21/56, including Rowley's statement is being made 
available to United States Attorney, Washington, WFO is 
continuing its investigation and as additional information is 
developed it will be made available to the Attorney General, 
Rogers, and Olney. 
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Hendricks, Auburn, Alabama, asked why the FBI does not 


---publish the Trame-of the University of Virginia student who (Or. 


burned the crosses in Washington, D. C., Friday night, so 
that "we in the South can send him fan-mail?" Hendricks 
requested that the Bureau forward to him the name and ad- 
dress of this person. 


Hendricks is undoubtly referring to subject Rowley. 
Shortly after crosses were burned in this case on night of 
7/13/56, and after Metropolitan Police Department disclosed 
to the press that Rowley was one of the individuals respon- 
sible, Washington newspapers carried stories to the effect 
that Rowley was a student at the University of Virginia 
Extension in Arlington. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


In view of the fact that it is obvious that Hendricks 


“is trying to be "smart" in his letter, it is recommended 


that this letter not be acknowledged. Hendricks is not 
identifiable in Bureau files. 


Enclosure Yo 
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Jack A. Hendricks 
112 East Magnolia Avenue 
Auburn, Alabama 


4:25 P. M. Monday 
July 16, 1956 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


Why doesn't the F. B. I. publish the name of 
the University of Virginia student who burned the 
crosses in Washington, D. C., Friday night, so that 
‘we in the South can send him fanemail? 


Will you please forward me his name and 
address? 


Sincerely, 


/s/ Jack Alfred Hendricks 


: im . Jack A. Hendricks 
112 East Magnolia Avenue 
Auburn, Alabama 


4:25 P.M. Monday — 
July 16, 1956 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 

| Why doesnft the F. B. I. publish the name of 
the University of Virginia student who burned the 
crosses in Washington, D. C., Friday night, so that 
we in the South can send him fan-mail? 


Will you please forward me his name and 
address? 


Sincerely, | 
18/ Jack Alfred Hendricks 
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On 7/23/56, ASAC Fletcher, Washington Field offid 
conferred with me regarding captioned matter. On the basis 
of a review of the Washington Field Office report dated 
7/21/56, in this case the following leads were suggested to 
ASAC Fletcher for the consideration of the Washington Field 
Office: 


1. Check out the Dupree Henderson's to determine if 
Henderson actually did go to Sumter, South 
Carolina, night of 7/13/56, to pick up his wife, 
using a red International pickup truck, as 
subject Hanna has claimed. 


Locate and interview Dupree Henderson concerning 
his knowledge of cross burning and attendance 
at White Citizens Council meetings. 


Have Rowley view Henderson's red pickup. He may 
be able to identify it as the truck used in the 
caravan of cars on the night the crosses were 
burned. 


Check out the license plates on Henderson's pickup 
truck to see who the vehicle is registered to. - 
The truck has 1956 Georgia license AP 15987. 


Interview Robert M. Small, 1304 South Thomas 

Street, Arlington. Rowley visited in his 

apartment about 7/14/56, and related his activities 
regarding burning of crosses. Edward L. Strohecker 
who was present at Small's apartment says another 
unidentified individual was present. It appears 
this might be Hanna, however, this unknown 1 
should be identified. geeaRDED - 93 59 -- — bf 


Does Ollie Linwood Bell know identity of Me 
persons in attendance at WCC meeting night cee 
7/13/56? - : 
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Memorandum to Mr. Price 
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ACTION ¢ 


Interview all night employees at Brandywine 
Apartments, residence of victim Sobeloff to 
determine if they observed individuals lighting 
crosses. 


Question Mr. Woolard and Mr. Peterson (mentioned 
on page 13) who saw cross burning and joined 
erowd at 3018 Dumbarton Avenue to see if they 
can identify any of the persons present? 


Show photograph to Hocckett's station wagon to 
fireman T. J. Lo Medico, who works at fire 
station next to American Legion Hall in Southeast 
Washington, and saw a station wagon in this 

area in the early morning hours of 7/14/56. 


This is submitted for your information. 
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RONALD. EUQERE ROWLEY, at aoe ontEF JUSTICE RARE WARREM, 
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PE a Send 


General indices of Bureau have been checked and 
no references can be located Wish ave identifiable with 
John Herbert Pearce. Files of Identification Division reflect 
two applicant fingerprint scerda of Uadividual by naxe John 
Herbert Pearce, date and place of bij seme as thet furnished 


. weairtel, whe be identical with the Pearce referred to 


' Tolson 


Boardman 
Nichols 
Belmont 
Harbo 
Mohr 
Parsons 
Rosen 
Tamm 
Sizoo 
Winterrowd 


in urairtel, g individual fingerprinted 10/18/46, wader - 
same name ag applicant for pesitien of express helper with 
Reilway Express my nae Washington, 0, GC. Residence showm 
ae Second and I Streets, Northeast, wWashin¢eton, Described 
as Wite male, 5' 11", 150 pounds, Bbrewn hair, blue eyes, 
ruddy complexion, modivn build, scarp gide of left eye, 


, fingerprint card reflects this individual 
(inmbvecincca: 9/18 by Civil Service Ceomaission, Weahington, 


a8 applicant for Peete on of apprentice machintat, Navy 


Yer, Washington, D, C. Residence shown id 64 Prince 
Bdwerd Street, Edmonston, Maryland, 
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DIRECTOR AND SAC WASHINGTON FIELD 7/21/56 


RE: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL; 
Chief Justice EARL WARREN, ET aL - VICTIMS 


urged to withhold fifty percent of School Board Budget till 
integratépm policies announced. This request, according to 
clipping, came from Pro-Segregation Delegation of Maryland 
_. Petition Committee, headed by JOHN H. PEARCE of Edmonston, 
Md. Employment records ERCO Division American Car and 
Eoundry Inc., Riverdale, Md., reflect JOHN HERBERT PEARCE 
residing 4810 48th Ave., Edmenston, has been employed 
1950 to date as Machinist. He was born 7/20/23, Washington, 
D. C., is white, Male, five eleven, one sixty, blue eyes, 
brown hair. Father is HERBERT T. PEARCE, Mother is 
ANNIE R., both same address. Was emplyed U. S. Navy Yard 
D. C., June 1941 through March, 1946. Had other ees pag 
Washington area 1946. through 1950. Is single and hasnhigh 
school education. No indication military service. Photograph 
was obtained. Thereafter, pretext visit was made to 4810 
48th Ave., on 7/21/56. Father, HERBERT PEARCE stated son 
JOHN was on vacation trip to Eastern Shore of Md., exact 
location unknown. Not expected to return hone before night 
of 7/22/56. Personnel Officer ERCO confirmed PEARCE began 
two week leave starting 7/16/56, and is not due back to 
work till 7/30/56. Photo obtained was displayed to ROWLEY 
this date. He identified it as being identical with the 
PIERCE he mentioned, Bureau is requested search indices 
and Ident records on JOHN HERBERT 
7/20/23. BA will check DMV records. 
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| The Attorney General . July 26, 1956 
Director, FBI 4 a 
| @ hyd? 
RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL. ; : 224 
‘CHIEF JUSTICE BARM/WARREN, ET AL. ~ VICTINS ; 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER <a 


With reference to my previous memoranda concerning 
this case, I am enclosing herewith a copy of an investigative 
report prepared by our Washington Field Office dated July 25, 
1956. Copies of this report are being furnished to 
Deputy Attorney General Rogers and Assistant Attorney General 
Olney with copies ef this memorandun. 


Briefly, the enclosed report reflects results of 
interview with Henderson Dupree (not Dupree Henderson as 
previously furnished by Mr. and Mrs. Alex J. Hanna); 
reinterviews with Mr. and Mrs. Hanna; the results of an 
interview with William Swaze Elliott, possibly involved in 
the burning of crosses; and John Merpert vearce, identified 
by Ronald Eugene Rowley as tha diudiviaual res,cusible for 
burning the cross at the residence of victim King in Bel#svElle, 
Maryland. an a a 


At 
§ 


Rowley has previously advised that one of fone © ee 
vehicles in a caravan which traveled from southeast te popthivest 
Washington on the night crosses were burned in the a WES @ 

o=—=ooom Ped piekup truck. Later Agents observed a truck of this’ = = 
7 description while interviewing Mr. and Mrs. Alex J. Hémna dan - 
> G Sl Alexandria, Virginia, and determined this vehicle was owned 
7 .- @' Henderson Dupree. Dupree has advised Agents that he traveled 
‘g ov af| to Sumter, South Carolina, on the night of July 13, 1956, and 
: a! returned to Alexandria on the following day. Dupree denied 

“| riper pa . hig ons of tas in the Washington area on 
27 Eze en >, o U mo o- 7 

‘ ¥ 13 petite a) ge. -~©3 
My. and Mrs. Hanna, who have been interviewed on 
,  fumerous occasions and who gave canflicting—information, 
<> © 6 fAnally advised on July 23, 1956, that John David Lee was not 

1a in their company all evening as tneiIn&® 1viously claimed. 
They advised that they a#tended the meeting of the White 
Citizens Council in southeast Washington-on-the night of July 13, 


Harbo 1956, at the request of John Kasper of the White Citizens Council aye 
pane and at Kasper's request drove Lee to this meeting. They left fv 
Rosen early and celebrated their fifth. ding anniversary as they had 
Sue Previously claimed stating that Leq did not accompany them on \\y 
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Memorandum te The Attorney General 


this celebration. The Hannas advised that Lee subsequently 
informed them he had bake pape in the burning of crosses 
on the night of July 13, 1956, and requested that they answer 
any inquiries cencerning him by saying he accompanied then 
during that night. Mr. Hanna related that he determined from 
Lee the man with the red Studebaker pickup truck is named 
Elliott who lives near Falls Church, Virginia. 


It was determined through the Division of Motor 
Vehicles, Richmond, Virginia, that the only Studebaker pickup 
truck registered in Virginia to an Elliott is one registered 
to William Swaze Ellicott, Merrifield, Virginia. Elliott was 
interviewed on July 24, 1956, and refused te furnish any 
information referring our Agent to his attorney. Elliott 
declined to furnish any type of data or answer any questions. 
He declined to permit himself or his truck to be photographed, 
although photographs were made of his truck from the road in 
front of his house. : 


As mentioned in my memorandum of July 23, 1956 
Ronald Eugene Rowley advised that one Pearce of the Maryland 
Petition Committee was responsible for the burning of the 
eross at the residence of Mrs. Douglas King near Beltsville, 
Maryland, on the night of July 13, 1956. As pointed out in 
my memorandum of July 23, 1956, considerable information has 
been made available to Assistent Attorney General William F. 
Tompkins by this Bureau concerning this organization in the 
matter captioned "Maryland Petition Committee, Incorporated; 
Internal Security ~ x." 


With regard to Pearce, our investigation disclosed 
that this individual is probably one John Herbert Pearce, 
4810 48th Avenue, Edmonston, Maryland. During the course of 
our efforts to identify and locate Pearce, it was determined 
from individuals interviewed that Pearce has been active in 
the Maryland Petition Committee in opposition te integration. 


Pearce was located and interviewed on July 23, 1956, at 
which time he identified himself as Chairman of the Prince Georges 
County Chapter of the Maryland Petition Comgittee. He admitted 
attending the meeting of the Washington Waite Citizens Council 
at the Annapolis Hotel in Washington on or about June 15, 1956. 

He denied being a member of the White Citizens Council and stated 
that he attended a meeting of the Maryland Petition Committee at 
Jessups, Maryland, on the night of July 13, 1956. Agents 
subsequently verified that he attended this meeting leaving 
between 106 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. on that night. Pearce claimed 


wou 


Memorandum te The Attorney General 


that he returned home at er about midnight, July 13, 1956. 
In a signed statement Pearce denied that he participated in 
sd ef the cress burnings and stated his knewledge of this 
activity waa ebtained from press and radio acceunts ef the 
aetivity which he read and heard on July 14, 1956. 


_ Additional investigation has been cenducted in the 
vicinity ef the residences of former Solicitor General Sebeloff 
and Justice Frankfurter witheut developing additional 
information as te the identity of the individuals who burned 
cresses at their residences. fo date investigation has net 
resulted in the lecation of Joun Kasper, repertedly the head 
of the Washington White Citizens Council. 


The results of the additional investigation 
summarized above are being made available to the United 
States Atterney in Washington. We are continuing our 
investigation ef this matter and you will be advised ef 


the results. 


aoetdlie 


ec: 1 - Mr. William PF, Rogers Cngialhee) 
Deputy Atterney General 


1 - Assistant Attorney General (Ene 4d) 
Warren Olney III a 


NOTE: This memorandum summarizes results of investigation 
conducted by Washington Field Office (WFO) on 7/20, 21, 23-25/56 
which is set out in a 28-page report from WFO dated 7/25/56, 
WFO is continuing its investigation and as additional 
information is developed it will be furnished to the 

Attorney General, Rogers and Olney. 
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\.. . . JOmN. HERBERT PEARCE interviewed and denies. artieveation 
in or knowledge of éress ‘purnings.. He advised he’ attended monthly 
meeting of Maryhband, Petition Committee (MPC), night. of 7/13/56" 
at: Jessups, Mds, 3 departing meeting approximately 10330 Pem. He: 
stated. he drove to ahd from meeting alone and drove: ‘direetly to” 
_ his’ ho Edmonston, Md. arriving there 11: a0 DeMes where he-: 
e stayedaray. remainder: ‘of night. .PRARCE's parents verified: ‘bis of, 
_ Ppresapeac-at home from. appreximate. ly 11:00 p.m, on, PEARGE*S 0k 
“tpréserte’ at MPC. tieeting: -on night of 7/13/56 verified by ROBERT'S. ee 


WISE Route 1, Waterloo, ee président; and JOHN: A. ae 
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FROM: SAC, WFO (89-42) | _ aoe 
RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ‘et als Chief Justice EARL WARREN et al, mo 
wens, 5 ae cFeleal erm yd 


Mr. and Mies. ALEX Jy. “HANNA, -Temple Trailer Park, Alexandria, 
Va., reinterviewed: 7/23/56. HANNA and wife indicated their recollection | 
of events transpiring 7/13/56 had previously been” hazy due to 
intoxication resulting from celebration of anniversary, but they — 
have now reconstructed occurrences of that evening and . desire to 


‘cooperate fully with Bu, Wash nat er 6 rene Comrnes 7 - z 


. State, at eegiee of JOHN KASP# hey pieked JOHN LEE up ny 
in Alexandria, . Va. , » and drove him to WCC meeting.” HANNA and wife : 
_ left meeting: early ‘without LE and continued celebration. State 
.do not know’ how LEE returned to Alexandria but certain it was’ Hot 
“2: with them. State 7/14/56 went to LEE's. home where LEE told o& inter- 
cla view by Bu Agents: and indicated he had been involved in cress” | 
burnings - but gave no. specifics. State LLE indicated he desired 
{HANNA ‘to tell anyone making inquiries about his whereabouts ‘that he. chad 
“ Tbeen with HANNAs all“evening celebrating. HANNA relates ELLIOTT 
'y. name of owner of-red truck. Obtained. name from LEE which aad 
= nenre sed his recollection, of name. p) 
“Dearborn at Molor Welles, Dic moad 
CDMv, RH, Va., discloses 1948 Studebaker; Ve ton, red 
truck registered to WILLIAM SWAZE ELLIOTT, sok 4m Box 23h, 
Merrifield, Vas ge 
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Re: | RONALD UGINE ROWLEY, et al; 

Chief Justice: HARL WARREN, et al - VICTIMS 
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RLEIO?T interviewed this date. - Declined to. di sduae: ¥ ao 
case or furnish any info and referredAgents to his attorney’ WALTER’ Te he 
IEWLON,. Clarendon Bidg., Clarendon, ” It should be noted KEWLON 
is: also attorney allegedly representigg HOCKETT and LEE. ELLIOTT, - 
‘declined to permit Agents to photograph him, his truck, : or dog. 
Attempts, however were made under adverse ‘conditions: ‘to photograph * 
truck and dog: from. poad. Pi¢tures will be displayed to ROW: and 
Bur her attempts, wad: ‘be made to obtain eecuane of apo 


z PARR - . 
) + © EELIOP? fits desoription furnished by. HANNA, and it” 
appeared obvious. ELLIOTE is interested party with red truck. ty 
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‘THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT WASHINGTON FIELD 


REPORT MADE av OT oe WHEN 7/20 FOR bal MADE” REPORT MADE sy j 
21 c 
WASHINGTON FIELD 7125154 25798 y LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, JR. (A) 


TITLE CHANGED CHARACTER OF CASE 

-RONALD EUGENE OWLEY; WILLIAM SWAZE ELLIOTT, |ASSAULTING FEDERAL 
ET AL JOFFICER 

CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN ET AL - VICTIMS 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: : 


HENDERSON DUPREE advised he was en route to Sumter, 

S. C., during pertinent period, arriving there approxi- 
mately 3:30 a.m. Mr. and Mrs. ” ALEX J. HANNA state 
their recollection of events transpiring 7/13/56 have 
been refreshed. Relate they drove JOHN LEE to White 
Citizens Councils (WCC) meeting, 7/13/56, but left 
meeting early without LEE. State 7/14/56 they went 

to LEE's home where LEE indicated he was involved in 
cross burnings and requested HANNAs to tell any persons 
making inquiries that he had been with them the night 
of 7/13/56. HANNA related a party named ELLIOTT owned 
‘red pickup truck. Records, Division of Motor Vehicles, | 
Richmond, Va., disclose only Studebaker pickup truck 
registered to an ELLIOTT is a 1948 model in name of . 
WILLIAM SWAZE ELLIOTT, Merrifield, Va. ELLIOTT inter- 
viewed. and declined to make any statements and referred 
inquiries to his attorney, WALTER J. NEWLON (attorney 
also allegedly represents HOCKETT and LEE). JOHN HERBERT 
PEARCE states he did not participate in cross burnings 


. ADDITIONAL copies ; 


2. - Baltimore (Info) 
1 = Richmond (Info) 
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and had no personal knowledge of incident. PEARCE 
denies he is member of WCC and states he attended 
only one meeting of WCC, PEARCE relates he is 
Chairman of Prince Georges County Chapter of Maryland 
Petition Committee. Edmonston, Maryland, sources 
advise they have heard PEARCE was voicing his opinions 
against integration at the polls. Background data re- 
garding PEARCE set forth. Additional investigation 
vicinity of 4545 Connecticut Avenue, N. W.3 3018 Dum- 
barton Avenue, N. W.3 and 3201 Nichols Avenue, S. E., 
negative. 


a ee 
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


The title of this case has been marked CHANGED 
to ane aad the name of the new subject, WILLIAM SWAZE 
ELL ° 
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INTERVIEW OF HENDERSON DUPREE 


An interview was conducted of HENDERSON DUPREE 
' due to the fact that his red pickup truck was observed 
parked alongside the trailer of ALEX HANNA, mentioned — 
‘previously in this matter, and it was believed possible 
that this truck may, have been involved in the cross 
burnings. 7 


‘HENDERSON DUPREE, 2623 Richmond Highway, 
Alexandria, Virginia, was interviewed by SA's LESLIE B. 
CHISHOLM, JR., and RICHARD B. LAVIN on quly 21, 1956, 
and he furnished the following information coucerning 
his movements during the week of July 8 through 14, 1956: 


DUPREE advised that he arrived in Alexandria, 
Virginia, on Sunday, July 8, 1956, from Sumter, South 
Carolina, where he had been residing at the Roy Britt 
Apartment House on Manning Avenue. He stated that he 
spent Sunday (July 8, 1956) with ALEX HANNA at his 
trailer, Lot 145, Temple Trailer Park, Telegraph Road, 
Alexandria, Virginia. He worked with HANNA the following 
day, July 9, 1956, for the Rockingham Construction 
Company and that night HANNA assisted him in locating a 
room near Number One Duke Street, Alexandria, Virginia. 
HANNA advised that he roomed there during the following 
week but parked his red pickup International truck at the 
TeRpre Trailer Court. 


DUPREE advised that on July 13, 1956, he arrived 
home at about 5:15 P. M. By this time he had located an 
apartment at his present location, 2623 Richmond Highway. 
DUPREE alleges that at 5:30 P. M. on July 13, 1956, he 
left for Sumter, South Carolina, and arrived there at 
3:30 A. M. on July 14, 1956. The only person he talked to 
when he arrived in Sumter was his wife. At 6:30 A. M. 
on July 14, 1956, DUPREE states that he talked to JOE ~ 
HOGAN , Foreman, employed by Sumter Builders. He states 
that at 7:00 A. M. he talked to RALPH CARTER at his trailer. 
CARTER is also employed by Sumter Builders. DUPREE 

.Claims he also talked to ALFRED CRAIG at Sumter Builders 
at 9:00 A. M. and received a satary check at the Sumter 
Builders office from a young man named GEORGE (LNU)..- 


~ 
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DUPREE advises that a mégee ‘LUCIUS CHAMPAGNE, 
(ph) ” helped him to load his household possessions into his 
red pickup truck and that CHAMPAGNE could also verify the 
‘fact his (DUPREE's) wife was also in Sumter, South Carolina. 


' DUPREE states that he started back to Alexandria, 
Virginia, on July 14, 1956, at about 10:30 A. M. and 
brought with him in his truck, his wife, two minor children 
‘and his household possesions. 


He states that he knows nothing about the burning 
of crosses in Washington, D. C., on July 13 and 14, 1956. 
He advised that his wife had informed him that she had been 
questioned by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


A photograph of DUPREE and his red pickup truck 
were taken with his consent. 
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REINTERVIEW-OF MR... AND M&S. ALEX. eee as Sevan): NA | 

wie Ae “ON July 21, 1956 
Mr. and Mrs. ALEX’ HANNA were reinterviewed on. ws 

July 21, 1956, at their trailer on Lot 145, Temple Trailer. cis 
Park, Telegraph ‘Road, Alexandria, virginia, by SAs LESLIE B. ‘tt - 
CHISHOLM, JR., and RICHARD B. LAVIN. ae ae 


Jl tr Saga did not have such to sav dnrine this 
interview, and mdst of the conversation that took place 
was done by ALEX HANNA and the interviewing Agents. HANNA 
advised that he would not answer any questicns if he had 
previously furnished any information on a similar question. 
It was pointed out to him that his version of the happenings 
on July 13 and 14, 1956, was at variance with the information 
that has been developed in this case. 


He was asked again if JOHN DAVID LEE had accompanied 
him and his wife on their wedding anniversary, July $13, 1956. 
HANNA stated that JOHN DAVID LEE had been with him and’ his}... 
wife on that evening from approximatel; 8 o'clock to midnight: 
He adamantly refused to change this story. 


. HANNA was also questioned concerning the occupant 
of the red pick-up truck which has been identified by ROWLEY 
as having participated in the burping of crosses. HANNA _~ 
stated that he has previously furnished all the information in 
his possession concerning this red truck. He again described 
the driver of a red Studebaker one-half ton pick-up truck -as 
being a man sixty years of age, white, 5' 9", and approxi- 
mately 150 pounds, who speaks with a foreign accent. HANNA 
advised that on one occasion when he met this man in the 
cen.ier of Falls Church, Virginia, he was in the company of 
JOHN KASPER anu during a conversation he believes the man in 
the red truck stated that he had formerly been a Methodist 
Sunday School teacher. HANNA also stated that this unidenti- 
fied man carried around with him in his truck a sixty~pound 
dog which was, in HANNA's opinion, a cross between a Collie 
and a Bulldog. 


HANNA accompanied the interviewing Agents voluntarily 
to the Falls Church area where inquiries were made at gas 
stations and the local police department in an attempt to 


° 
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locate the unidentified individual. HANNA had suggested 
that ii he could roam around Falls Church for a day or so he 
believes he could locate this man. 


During the course of this investigation at Falls 
Church, Virginia, Sergeant R. L. ADAMS, Falis Church Police 
Department, was interviewed to see if he had any knowledge 
of a red Studebaker truck,as described by HANNA. Sergeant 
ADAMS was unable to furnish any information in this matter. 
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REFORIE TO LOCATE RED STUDEBAKER PICKUP TRUCK. 


ALEX J. HANNA has advised. the red Studebaker pickup 
truck was owned by an individual who is believed to be 
employed as a janitor or handyman for a school or institution 
in Falls Church, Fairfax, or Arlington, Virginia. HANNA has 
stated the owner of the truck has a large dog which rides in 
the truck and is, or was, a Methodist Sunday School teacher. 


The following persons and institutions were contacted 
in the area of Falls Church, Fairfax, and Arlington, Virginia, 
by Detective Sergeant J, ¥. CHENNAULT, Metropolitan Police 
Department, and SA LESLIE B, CHISHOLM, JR., on July 23, 1956, 
in an endeavor to locate instant. truck with negative results: 


Schools and Churches 


Mr. L. A. BAUGHMAN 
Superintencent of Grounds” 
Madeira School 

Greenway, Virginia 


Mr. E, D. TYLER, Jr. 

‘Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds 
Protestant Episcopal Heeoteg teat Seminary 
Quaker Lane 

Alexandria, Virginia 


Mr. C,. A. LONG 
Superintendent of Grounds 
Episcopal High School 
Quaker Lane 

Alexandria, Virginia 


Mrs. H, A, HARRELL 

Wife of Rev. HENRY A. HARRELL 
The Crossman Methodist Church 
Lee Highway 

Falls Church, Virginia 


Studebaker Dealers 


Mr. B, A. PAYNE 

Service Manager 
American Service Center 
585 N. Glebe Road — 
Arlington, Virginia 


ao FT a 


Mer. HARDY RICHARDSON 7 
Hardy Richardson Motor Sales 
611 Wilkes Street 
Alexandria, Virginia - 


Cemeteries 


Mr. W. S. LOY 
Caretaker’ °°" 
Oakwood Cemetery — 
6814 Fairfax Drivé 
Falls ‘Church, Virginia 


Mr. I. F. BURKHARDT 
Engineer ite 
National Memorial Park 
Falis Church, Virginia 


Miscellaneous 


Mr. GUY N. CHURCH , 
MH, E. Church Realty Co. 
‘115 Leesburg Pike 

Falis Church, Virginia 


Mr. DWIGHT H. DODD 
Engineer 
Public Utilities 


Falls Church, Virginia ~ 
REINTERVIEW OF MR, AND MRS. ALEX J. NNA, July 23, 1956 


ALEX J, HANNA, Temple Trailer Park, Alexandria, ee, 
Wieginita, Rolechsaieiliy advised SA CHISHOLM on July 23, 1956, “7 ~ 
that he desired to talk further with him concerning instant - ae 
matter. SA CHISHOLM met Mr. HANNA alone outside the trailer 
park and discussed the matter in general with him. The 

meeting was observed by SA WILLIAM H. STAPLETON who was 

parked in another car nearby. During the discussion, HANNA i 
indicated his recollections had been refreshed concerning the 
occurrences on the evening of July 13, 1956, and he stated 

he desired to clarify the position previously taken by him and 
his wife concerning this matter. It was decided HANNA would 
drive back to the trailer and pick up his wife, and that SA | 
‘CHISHOLM would meet him again with another Agent. 
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Mx. and Mrs, HANNA were then interviewed by SAs 
STAPLETON and CHISHOLE near the Southern Railroad Station 

in Alexandria, Virginia. ‘HANNA and his wife Stated their 
récollections of the events transpiring on July 13, 1956, had 
previouls y been hazy dwe to intoxication Yesulting from the 
celebration of their fifth wedding anniversary, but that ~— 
they now have reconstructed the occurrences of that evening, 
and desire to co-operate and explain their position. _ 


| HANNA and his wife emphatically ‘denied having 
egetteipated in the cross burning or having had any aiewlédige 
of the cross burning prior to its occurrence. HANNA stated 
JO ASPER telephoned him and invited him to attend baad 
‘Southeast Woc mecting and requested he pick up JOHN 
a fellow employee of HANNA's at Pepco, and drive him over’ 
to the meeting. HANNA Stated he drove LEE to the meeting, 
but stated he and his wife left the meeting early without 
LEE and continued their anniversary celebration. They’ ~~~ 
stated they do not know how LEE réturned to Alexandria, but 
were certain it was not with. them. HANNA stated on the 
evening of July 14, 1956, he and his wife went to LEE's 
home on Peyton Street, Alexandria, Virginia, where LEE 
told him he had been interviewed by Bureau Agents. He ” 
stated LEE indicated to him he had been involved in the cross 
burnings and that he had admitted his participation in this 
matter to Bureau Agents. He stated LEE was ina very 
nervous state and appeared to be quite worried. HANNA 
related LEE requested he and his wife tell anyone making any 
inquiries about his whereabouts on the night of July 13, 
1956, that he was with the HANNAs all evening celebrating 
their anniversary. HANNA stated LEE did not furnish hin 
with any of the specifics concerning the cross burning. 
HANNA related that he desired to be fully co-operative with 
the Bureau in this matter and will do anything possible to 
assist in this investigetion. 


or : HANNA related that JOHN LEE did indicate to him 
that. HOCKETT was the individual who apparently conceived 
the idea for the cross burnings and that the idea was 
furthered and carried out by JOHN KASPER. He stated he has 
conversed with LEE at work, and that LEE appears to him to 
be very irritated over the fact that KASPER has not made 
himself available for interview by Bureau Agents and is 


“also not available for discussions with him, LEE, HANNA 


stated he will try to determine KASPER's whereabouts. | 


é 
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ae “HANNA related he determined from LEE that the man —~ 
with the red pickup truck is named ELLIOTT and that he resides 
by himself just outside of Falls Church, Virginia, and has a 
dog which rides around in the truck with him most of the. 
time. HANNA said after LEE mentioned ELLIOTT's name to — 
him, it refreshed his recollections and he recalls having ~ 
been introduced to a Hr. ELLIOTT about a month ago at Falls 
Church ,. Virginia, and recalls, also that ELLIOTT sat in. the 
same row approximately five seats. away from him at the WCC 


meeting on July 13, 1956. HANNA again described ELLIOTT 
as follows: 


White male 
Age: 60 — 
Sun=-tanned complexion 
Medium build 
5 g 10" \ 
155+160 pounds 
Hair, thinning and graying 
"Drives 1949-53 half~ton faded red Studebaker | 
igs truck and carries brownish-white’ mongrel dog with 
him. 


He stated ELLIOTT had- mentioned to him he was — 
easea> a Methodist Sunday School teacher, but had broken 
with his church due to its stand on integration. He stated 
both times he has seen ELLIOTT he has had his dog with him. 


ASAC HOWARD B. FLETCHER telephonically contacted 
the Richmond Field Division on July 24, 1956, and determined 
through SAC W. G. GRAPP that a check of the Division of 
Motor Vehicles, Richmond, Virginia, disclosed a 1948 red 
Studebaker one-half ton pickup truck is registered to WILLIAM 
SWAZE ELLIOTT, Box 234, Merrifield, Virginia, and has ~~ 
1956. Virginia license plate number 148-190, The récords of 
_ the Division of Motor Vehicles disclosed ELLIOTT is a 
white male, 170 pounds, 5°9", hazel eyes, gray hair, date 
of birth, December 24, 1899. The records of the Division 
of Motor Vehicles reflected this is the only Studebaker © 
pickup registered in the state of Virginia to an ELLIOTT. 


INTERVIEW OF WILLIAM SWAZE saree isis aise 
Virginia 


On July 24, 1956, Detective Sergeant J, Y. CHENNAULT, | 
MPD, and SA CHISHOLM drove to Merrifield, Virginia, and 
located the residence of ELLIOTT, Box 234, which is the first 


~ 
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brick house located on the left-hand Side of Fairhill Lane, ~ 
Fairhill Lane being @ road intersecting Leé Highway approxi- — 
mately four miles south of Falls Church, Virginia. Parked 
in the driveway of the house was the 1948 faded red Studebaker 
pickup truck, and Sefgeant CHENNAULT and SA CHISHOLM weré ~~ 
greeted by & medium-sized brownish-white mongrel dog appearing 
to have rather wired hair approximately oné inch in length. 
Located beside the truck in the driveway were some pieces of 
two-inch by two-inch and two-inch by four-inch yellow pine ~ 
lumber.” “The pieces of 2 x 2 had rough cut edges on two sides 
indicating ‘it had possibly been cut from another board. At 
first, there was no response to knocking on the door, but 
after some time an individual came out of a garage behind” 
the house. As the individual came up the path to the house 
from the garage, SA CHISHOLM said inquiringly, "My, ELLIOTT?", 
“te which the individual replied, "Yes." Sergeant CHENNAULT 
and SA CHISHOLH asked ELLIOTT if there was some place they 
‘could sit down and talk with him. ELLIOTT invited them 
inside the uncompleted house. Upon entrance into the living 
room of the uncompleted and unfurnished house, Sergeant 

. CHENNAULT and SA CHISHOLM observed a circular saw with an 
approximate ten-inch blade setting in the living room of 
the howe. Sergeant CHENNAULT and SA CHISHOLM identified 
themselves to ELLIOTY and explained the purpose of their 
visit. ELLIOTT declined to discuss the case or furnish 
any information, and referred SA CHISHOLM to his attorney, 
Mr. WALTER J. NEWLON, Clarendon Bldg. , Clarendon, Virginia. 
It should be noted NEWLON is also the attorney allegedly 
representing the subjects HOCKETT and LEE. ELLIOTT was 
very nervous and completely unco-operative and declined to 
furnish any type of data (including his full name) concerning 
himself or to answer any questions. He declined to permit = — 
himself, his dog, or his truck to be photographed. However, 
photographs of his dog and his truck were made from the road 
in front of his house and the adjoining property. 


Mes. EDNA TEPPER, Box 388, Route 3, Morrifield, 
. Virginia, advised Sergeant CHENNAULT and SA CHISHOLM that 
ELLIOTT lives next door tc her and has been in the process 
of building his house since 1947. She pointed out that ELLIOTT 
lives by himself and that he is a plasterer by trade. She. — 
did not know where ELLIOTT is employed, but stated he : 
apparently leaves every morning for work and returns sebout 
5:00 in the evening. She stated ELLIOTT has been a member 
a the Bruen Methodist Chapel, Merrifield, Virginia, for 
many years. 
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INVESTIGATION VICINITY OF AMERICAN LEGION HALL, 
(3201 Nichols Avenue, S. EE. 


‘Firemen T, J. LoMEDICO and P, J. MAGLIO, Engine 
House #25, D. C, Fire Department, 4th_ and Nichols Avenue, 
"3. “B.. were- recontacted on July 24, 1956, by SA CHISHOLM, 
Photographs of JOHNSTON, LEE, HOCKETT, ROWLEY, and vehicles 
of JOHNSTON and HOCKETT have been displayed and neither 
- LOMEDICO or MAGLIO were able to furnish any further 
information concerning the matter. 


ATTEMPT TO LOCATE ASTER 
She wot: Mx Ey 

Mrs. .NORA NQEVEREAUX, ae Book Store, 1246 
Wisconsin Avenue, N. W., was interviewed by ‘Sergeant 
CHENNAULT ‘and SA CHISHOLM on July 24, 1956. . Mrs. DEVEREAUX 
permitted Sergeant ‘CHENNAULT and SA CHISHOLM ‘to go into the 
rooms behind the book store where she pointed out a printing 
press and a large stack of printed material. She indicated 
that KASPER has been busy preparing this literature for the. 
WCC and that as soon as he has completed his work he would 
get in touch with the Bureau. She denied any knowledge of 
his present whereabouts. 
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JPR:vilr © INTERVIEW OF AND BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION he, 
CONCERNING JOHN HERBERT PEARCE Ff ; 7 ” 


ae - ge 
On July 20, 1956, Mr. munpen\ManZ, Jxv., 6739... 
Fairfax Road, Chevy Chase, Maryland, a sed SAs JOHN P. RIDGELY 
and GENE S. WEIMER that he is presently a member of the — 
Montgomery County Chapter of the Maryland Petition Committee. 
He stated that he was formerly chairman of this chapter. 
MERTZ advised that he recalls meeting an individual named 
PIERCE. However, he possessed no information concerning ~ 
PIERCE's background. Mr. MERTZ stated that he had come in 
contact with PIERCE, who was alse a member of the Maryland 
Petition Committee, but who was active in Prince Georges 
County, Maryland, rather than in Montgomery County, Maryland. 1; 
MERTZ stated that he has only come in contact with CE ‘ 
on approximately three or four occasionsand described him as 
being a white male, 28-32 years of age, areca 6 feet 
tals EAERt brown hair. 


MERTZ continued that he did not personally know 

- Where PIERCE lived, although he believed that it was somewhere 
in Prince Georges County. He aiso stated that he, MERTZ, 
could furnish the name of an individual who was active in the 
Maryland Petition Committe, whe in all probability could 
furnish the location of PIERCE's residence. MERTZ hesitated 
in furnishing the name and address of this individual, stating 
that he, MERTZ, preferred to obtain PIERCE's location from 
the individual himself and thereafter passing this information 
along to Agents RIDGELY and WEIMER. He stated he’ hesitated 
to furnish this individual's name because he did not want. the | 
identities of the members of the Maryland Petition Committee _ 
to become public. MERTZ thereafter stated he would furnish 
the name of the individual and requested that his, MERTZ's, 
name not be mentioned during the contact. MERTZ advised 
that Mr. WILLIAM\RARTLOW, 1117 Holton Lane, Takoma Park, 
Maryland, would beNeble to finish PIERCE's home address. 
Mr. MERTZ pointed out that PARTLOW was employed during the 
evening hours, and would not be available for interview . 
prior to approximately 9:00 A.M., on June 21, 1956, MERTZ 
declined to furnish the place of employment of PARTLOW. 


ME stated that the only information he possessed - 
concerning the ‘yurning of the crosses. in aaa aay ane NE PN 
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Maryland is the information he had gained from newspaper 
accounts. He pointed out that he was on vacation in Niagara 
Falls, New York, on July 13-14, 1956, and had read an 
account of the burning of the crosses at that location. 

He stated that he had no idea as to the identities of the 
person or persons who would have undertaken such action, 

but it was not an act advocated or planned by the Maryland 
Petition Committee. 


On July 20, 1956, Mrs. DOUGLAS “1 NG, 5402 Odell 
Road, Beltsville, Maryland, advised SAs JOHN P. RIDGELY and 
GENE S. WEIMER that she recalls meeting an Individual named 
PIERCE, whose first name she believed to be JOHN, She stated 
that this meeting took place in approximately August, 1955, at 
a Boardof Education meeting at Upper Marlboro, Maryland. 
KING explained that. this meeting was an open meeting of the 
Board of Commissioners for Prince Georges County, who were 
discussing budget appropriations for the Board of Education. 
She stated that this individual whom she recalled as PIERCE > 
was present at the meeting and professed to be a representa- 
tive of the Bary iene Petition Committee and requested that the 
appropriations for! the county schools be withheld pending a . 
determination of integration policies. KING continued that 
approximately two or three da following this meeting she 
received a postcard signed JO: (PIERCE, in which PIERCE was 
attempting to pérsuade her to. give up her fight for integrated 
schools. She advised that she believed that PIERCE resided 
somewhere in the community known as Edmonston, Maryland. She 
pointed out that she has had no further contact with PIERCE 
since that time and could not furnish information as to the 
exact location of his residence. Mrs. KING described PIERCE 
as being a white male, approximately 6 feet tall, dark blond 
hair, and 25 or 30 years of age, ‘She indicated she had a 
news clipping, perhaps somewhere around the house, which 
identified PIERCE as heading a group known as the Maryland 
Petition Committee. : 


Mrs. KING promised to make a search for this clipping. 
At this time she was :hown photographs of the identified subjects 
of this case, but she was unable to recognize any of them as - 
having had any contact with her in the past, nor could she 
recall ever seeing them in the neighborhood of her residence. 
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She indicated that since the happening of the cross 
burning, she has been in close touch with her neighbors, 
many of whom have called to oLiain details of the incident 
from her and none of them apparently had noticed any strangers 
in the area preceding the incident who might have some 


connection therewith. 
MR \ 
On July 20, 1956, Mrs. EARL A.NQUAW, wife of the 


former Chief of Police, 5014 47th Avenue, dmonston, Maryland, 
was interviewed py SA FRANCIS X. JAHN. She said there was a 
man by the name of PEARCE, first name believed to be JOHN, 

who resided at 4810 48th Avenue with his aging parents. She 
said that PEARCE was not married and is about 25-30 years of 
age, and on several occasions it has come to her attention 

that JOHN PEARCE was interested|in pro-segregation. | She said 
she was quite certain of this because she had thought at this 
time that it was unusual for him to be interested in school 
policies since, as a matter of fact, he had no children of his 
own. The only thing specific that she could recall along these 
lines was that about a year ago his name had been in one of 

the area newspapers as having appeared before the County 
Commissioners in opEsertten. to appropriating public funds for - 
integrated schools. 


On July 21, tes Mr, EARL A. LAW confirmed to 
SA JAHN the information supplied by his wife and added that in. 
the May, 1956, town elections the JOHN PEARCE identified by 
his wife, had been at the ee talking to aca aa about 
integration problems. a 
hoary LR | 
On July 20, 1956) SA JAHN intervied the former 
mayor of Edmonston, ‘JAMES tN EAL, residing 4817 48th Avenue. 
He confirmed there was a PEARCE family residing at 4810 
48th Avenue,’ ‘pot he was unablé to supply any pertinent informa- 
tion with respect to JOHN PEARCE, except to say that he believed 
at one time he owned or drove a pick-up truck. 


On July 20, 1956, JESSE BAGGETT, Chairman of the 
Prince Georges County Board of County Commissioner, residing 
3709 Hamilton Street, Hyattsville, Maryland, was interviewed 
by SA JAHN. He ‘recalled approximately a year ago he was 
"tipped off" that an "agitator" by the name of PEARCE was going 
to come before the Board of County Commissioners to present a. 
petition in opposition to the appropriation of public funds to” 
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pay salaries and expenses at schoows where the students” were 


integrated. 


He did not recall the first name of this indivi-~ 


dual, but he furnished a description somewhat in keeping with 


that which had been given by ROWLEY. 


He had no information 


concerning PEARCE's activities since that time, nor did he 
know his address and occupation except that he believed PEARCE 
lived in or around Edmonston, and he was of the impression that 
-PEARCE claimed to be a lawyer. 


According to the 1954-1955 edition of Po 


's Directory 


for the MarylandeWashington suburban area, one JOHN/\PEARCE 
- is employed as a machinist at "Engineering Research", home 
address 4810 48th Avenue, Edmonston, Maryland. 


Mr. 


Car and Foun : Inc. , Riverdale, Maryland. Mr. ADANS made 
‘availabie personnel records reflecting the following infoma- 
tion: 


..KENNETH / 


Name 
Residence 


Birth date and 
Place 7 
Father 

Mother 

Sister 


Sister 


Education 
Marital Status 
Social Security 
Number 

Physical Descrip~ 
tion 


Previous Employ- 
ments 


, July 21, 1956, SAs JAHN and RIDGELY contacted 
ADAMS, Personne el Officer, 


ERCO Division, American 
b6 
DLC 


JOHN HERBERT BEARCE 
4810 48th Avenue 


Ednonston, Maryland 


July 20, 1923. 
Washington, D. C. 


“HERBERT T, PEARCE 


ANNIE R. PEARCE 

MARIE SCHANTZ 

Bethesda, Maryland 
HELEN STOTLER 

Seat Pleasant, Maryland 
Hyattsville High School 


White male, 5 feet 11 inches 

160 pounds, blue eyes, brown 
hair 

U. S. Navy Yard, Washington, D.C. 
June, 1941, to March, 1946 ‘ 
Self-employed painter 

March, 1946, to February, 1946 
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Railway Express Freight Handler 
September, 1946, .to December, . 1946 
Self-employed painter. 
Januay, 1947, to Decémber, 1947 
Laborer, ‘Potomac Construction 
Company 
January, 1948, to March, 1948 
Self-employed painter 
April, 1948, te November, 1948 
Machinist, Lofstrand Company 
November, 1948, to May, 1949 
Self-employed painter 

' May, 1949, to February, 1950 
Machinist, Aitchenson's 
Alexandria, Virginia, . 
February, 1950, to July, 1950 
Self-employed painter 

“July, 1950, to September, 1950 
Machinist, ERCO , 
September 27, 1950, to date 


The place of employment for all of the above, unless 
otherwise indicated, is Washington, D. C., and Edmonston, 
Maryland. 


A photograph of PEARCE was obtained from Mr. 
ADAMS. . 


On July Ql, 1956, SAs JAHN and RIDGELY interviewed 
Mr. and Mrs. GEORGE\\PAGE, 4907. 49th Street, Edmonston, 
Maryland. Mr. PAGE Ys mayor of Edmonston. | They were unable 
to’ add any identifiable background concerning JOHN PEARCE 
pertinent to this inquiry. 
Ee DM.6 bh Spe cl, ARYL ? 
On July 21, 1956, on calling at the residence, 4810 
gene Avenue; SAs JAHN and RIDGELY were informed by Mr. HERBERT 
EARCE that he was the father of JOHN PEARCE and his sor was ~ 
“then on the Eastern Shore of Maryland on a vacation, hig 
exact whereabouts being unknown, and he was not expected to 
return home before late Sunday night, July 22, 1956. 


Mr. KENNETH ADAMS, on recontact, verified that JOHN 
PEARCE was then on a two weeks vacation leave and not expected 
to return to work until July 30, 1956. 
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On July 21, 1956, on venontact with Mrs. KING, — a 
she advised she-had found the news clipping she had previously. 
referred to. This was an undated clipping which appears to 
be from the Washington Post and Times Herald. According to 
Mrs. - oe recollection, this was, ‘published about August, 
1855 ' he news clipping reads: f 


"Prince Georges County heads were urged yesterday 
to withhold 50 per cent of the school board's budget 
until integration policies are announced next September. 


"The request came from a delegation of some 80 
county residents organized by the Rete aoe eer Maryland 
Petition Coz ittee. ; 


* JOHN ‘al EARCE, of Eduonsten-"¥ ~ who eewadcu the : group, 
presented the c mmissioners with a petition which he said 
contained signatures of 1252 residents opposed to integra- 
tion. 

"Commissioners heard PEARCE and other spokesmen for 
the group without comment. 


"The county heads then went into a closed door 
session to discuss their proposed $25.9 million budget 
for the fiscal year beginning Juby i." 


The photograph cf JOHN HERBERT PEARCE supplied by Mr. 
ADAMS was delivered to the Washington. Field Office of the FBI 
on July 21, 1956, where it was exhibited by ASAC HOWARD B. 
FLETCHER to Subject ROWLEY. ROWLEY immediately identifed the 
Same as the PEARCE to whom he had reference as the contact of 
KASPER, who was to take care of things in Maryland. Z 

On July 22, 1956, SAs JAHN and RIDGELY returned to the 
address 4610 48th Avenue, Edmonston, Maryland. 


Mr. HERBERT ny euance verified that his son was 
present and the Agents were invited to the living room where 
Mrs.ANNIE R. PEARCE, mother of JOHN PEARCE, an invalid, was 
also present. JOHN HERBERT PEARCE declined to be interviewed 
except in the presence of his parents. 


At the outset, he was informed that the FBI was 
conducting certain investigations with respect to the burning 
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of crosses at or in the vicinity of the residences of certain 
persons in the City of Washington and at Beltsville, Maryland. 
He was told that in connection with the investigation, his 
name had come up on several occasions and it was desired to 
question hin to determine what connection with or knowledge he 
may possess concerning burning of the crosses. 


In reply JOHN PEARCE stated that he had no personal 
connection with the cross burning incidents referred to, nor 
did he have any foreknowledge that -they were to take place, 
nor was he acquainted with the identity of the person or 
persons who might be responsible.. He stated that the first he 
knew about the cross burnings was when he heard it on the 
radio or read it in the newspaper on July 14, 1956. 


It was made clear to him that the FBI was not investi- 
gating the White Citizens Council nor the Maryland Petition 
Committee, but it was explained that some information had come 
to our attention that one or more persons connected with the 
White Citizens Council were apparently involved in the cross 
burnings, and that on those occasions when his name had been 
mentioned, he had been identified as heading the Maryland 

. Petition Committee delegation in Prince Georges County. 


JOHN PEARCE then stated that he was not Bnd had 
never been a member of the White Citizens Council., He said 
that he is, in fact, Chairman of the Prince Georges County 
~ Chapter of the Maryland Petition Committee. He explained that 
he has on one occasion attended the meeting of the White 
Citizens Council. This was on or abou uk June 15, 1956, held 
“at the Annapolis Hotel at Washington, ~ «Ce which meeting was 
a public meeting he had attended with his ‘father. -He went to 
this meet after seeing an announcement in the Public Press 
that one ACKCARTER was to address’ a4 meeting of the White Citizens 
Council. He/Said that he understood ACE CARTER was from 
Alabama and was perhaps the head of a Citizens Council in 
Alabama. At the meeting at the Annapolis Hotel, CARTER was 
- Adntroduced by a man named JOHN KASPER, who apparently. had some 
connection with the Washington, D. C., White Citizens Council 
and it was at this time that he learned that KASPER had a small 
bookshop on Wisconsin Avenue in the District of Columbia, a 
block or two above M Street, 
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At some time subsequent to the June 15, 1956, 
meeting referred to, the exact date being not recalled, 
JOHN PEARCE said he went to KASPER's bookshop to talk 
to him about the White Citizens Council, including its 
aims and objectives. This is the only time he has been in 
contact with JOHN KASPER since the June 15, 1956, meting. 


- -- With respect to his whereabouts on the night of 

' July 13-14, 1956, JOHN PEARCE said that he was. that night 
attending a meeting of the Maryland Petition Committee at 

_ Jessup, Maryland (Howard County). This meeting was held ~ 

in a small building, like a one-room school house. Present 

we at ell, hte were approximately 20 individuals, including” 

' @ ROBERT SEMAN, who is State. Head.of the Maryland Petition _. 


. , Committee and "his assistant". Also present were the ‘county 


chairmen of the 7 or 8 counties represented by the Maryland 
Petition Committee. PEARCEmmed these counties as including 
Howard, Prince Georges, Montgomery, Baltimore, ‘Anne Rundel, 
Calvert, St. Marys, and Charles. He said he thoughtone’ 

of the last named counties has.an application pending for 
membership in the State Organization. This was a regulary 
scheduled monthly meeting of the Maryland Petition Committee, 
Meetings are usually scheduled for the second Friday of the 
month; the purpose of the meeting was to recount what was being 
done in the counties represented and to "distribute the mail. mi 


“PEARCE explained this as moming that those present 
were to pick up their copies of the monthly bulletin published 
by the Maryland Petition Committee for distribution among ‘the 
local members and associates. ~PEARCE stated that no repre- ~ 
sentative of the White Citizens Council was present at this 
meeting to address it. He stated some members of the White 
Citizens ‘Council. could have béen present without his specific 
knowledge.” He denied that anything was said or proposed at this 
meeting with respect to any cross burnings. ‘He went to and ~ 
left the meeting by himself. He said that he himself left 

the meeting and returned to his home, leaving the meeting . 
between 10 and 10:30 P.M. ‘He claimed without reservation that 
he was in his own home at or about midnight, July 13, 1956, and 
had been there for some time prior to midnight and did not 
depart therefrom until the following morning. In this last 
assertion he was supported by his’ parents, who said that they — 
knew he was home at” the time he stated. 
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JOHN PEARCE stated that. he had no objection to 
giving a written signed statement denying any: personal 
participation in or knowledge of the cross burnings referred 
to, but he did not want to include in it anything other’ than 
this. His statement reads: 


"4810 48th Ave. 
Edmonston, Md. 
daly 23, 1956 


- “YI, JOHN H, PEARCE make the following statement 
freely and willingly to FRANCIS X. JAHN and ‘JOHN P. 
RIDGELY who I know to be Special Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. I have been advised itis ~~ 
‘my right to make no statement at all and that what I say 
may be used against me.::. No threats nor promies have © 
been made to me to cause me to make this statement. I> 
have been advised I have” a right to consult a. lawyer before 
making a statement. 


"The first Ir heard or knew about | any cross burning in 
Washington, D, C., or Maryland on July 13-14, 1956 was’ when 
' £ heard it on the radio or saw it in the newspaper on = 
July 14, 1956, 


" I did not participate in any of the | cross burnings 
referred to in the radio and press zcounts, nor do I 
‘know the identity of any person or persons who- may have 
done this. oo 


my have stated that at or about midnight Friday, 
July 13, 1956 I” was at my residence in Ednonston, | Md. 


"This statement is true. 
JOHN H. PEARCE 


“Witnesses: 
FRANCIS X. JAHN, FBI Hyattsville, Md. 
| SOHN, P RIDGELY F F.B.I., Hyattsville, Md." 


The above signed statement is being maintained in 
the files of Washington Field Office. 
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On ity 23, ‘1956, SAs RIDGELY and JAHN verified 
PEARCE's presence “at the Maryland: Petition, Committee meeting 
at Jessup on the night of July 13, 1956, and his” approximate 
departure time of 10330 p.m., by himself, on July 13, 1956, 
through Mr. ROBERT Lk WISEMAN, \Route 1, Ellicott City, ° aa 
Maryland, President, Sna JOHN A\( MILLER, 2334 Jefferson 
Street, Baltimore, laryland, Treaty er, Maryland Petition 
Conimittee. p 
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INVESTIGATION IN THE VICINITY oF 3018 
DUMBARTON AVENUE, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D.. Ca: 

(CONT anes same ; 


The following investigat ion was conducted by 
SA WILLIAM C. CARR LL on July 2), 1956. 


Mr. E. T.“”WOOLARD, 3016 Dumbarton Avenue, 
Apartment A-3, upon : interview “advised he could not 
recall that anyone else was present at the time he went 
out to investigate the\ fire on the lawn of 3018 Dumbarton 
Avenue except Mr. LYNNAPETERSON who also resides in an 
apartment in 3016 Dumbadton Avenue, and a young couple who 
were being intérviewed by the police. He said this couple 
were apparently the first ones to arrive at the scene. Mr. 
WOOLARD stated that he would be unable to identify this 
couple and doubted that he could recognize their photographs. 
He suggested that the police, however, would have their 
namese 


Mr. WOOLARD further advised that after he had 
returned to his apartment he kept walking over and looking 
out of the window. On about his third og fourth trip to the 
window he noticed a young lady, Miss ate who also 
occupies an apartment at 3016 D barton Avenue, arrive at the 
‘scene. He pointed out that ye the time oy, young lady 
arrived everything was over. AES # aA, 


Efforts to locate, JEAN PIETRAS on ane 2h, 1956, 
were negative. 


On reinterview Mr. LYNN by ae Apartment C-3, 
3016 Dumbarton Avenue, advised that the only persons he had 
seen at the scene of the cross burning at 3018 Dumbarton (Wiflhaiere 
Avenue were Mr. WOOLARD, who is his neighbor, and a young 
couple. PETERSON stated he observed no one else present. 

He said the young couple were being interviewed by the police. 
On the way into the apartment house PETERSON noticed a 

young lady wearing a housecoat come up to the scene of the 
fire. When he arrived upstairs in his apartment he looked 
out of the window and at this time the young lady was no 
longer present at the scene. PETERSON advised that 

apparently the young lady had come out for only a few moments 
and had returned to her house or apartment. He was unable to 
state-which residence she had come from. ‘ 
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PETERSON advised that he would be unable to 

identify any of the persons he had seen at the location 

of the burning cross with the aia Mr. CLE 1/198: ae ee 
On July 25, 1956, Mrs. BETHEL WOOLARD, Apartment A-3, 

Dumbarton Avenue, advised SA LEO I. PROSISE that she 

believed Miss PIETRAS, who occupies Apartment C-2,.is 

employed by Georgetown University Hospital. She informed 

that Miss PIETRAS lives alone at the above apartment. 


Miss A. SMALL, Personnel Office, Georgetown 
University Hospital, advised that ey have no record of 
an employee by the name of JEAN B.,\PIETRAS. 


It was ascertained from the records of the Credit 
Bureau on July 25, 1956, that Miss PIETRAS was employed by 
Dr. LESTER NEUMAN, 1835 I Street, N. We, in 1949. Inquiry 
at 1835 I Street, N. W., revealed that Dr. NEUMAN retired 
in September, 1950, and no longer has offices at that address. 


An effort was made to contact Dr. NEUMAN at his 
residence, 2815 Brandywine Street, N. W., by telephone but 
it was ascertained that his telephone has been temporarily 
disconnected. 


a» 


+ 
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INVESTIGATION AT BRANDYWINE APARTMENTS, 4545 | 
Connecticut Avenue, N. W. 


The following investigation was ‘conducted by SA 
LEO r, PROSISE on July 24, 1956; 
Vf 


oo hd 
’ Resident Manager, Brandywine  .,-4,//fl" 

Apartments, 4545 Coi ecticut Avenue, N, W., advised that painshayFe 

no additional information had come to her attention since 

she had last been contacted regarding the burning of a 

cross on the lawn of the above apartment house. Mrs. 

BENNETT stated that she had been contacted by Mrs. WILLIAM 

MILLER of Apartment 313 since she had made an effort to. 

reach Mrs. MILLER on July 19, 1956, in regard to this 

matter. Mrs. BENNETT explained that Mrs. MILLER's apartment 

faces Brandywine Street and the occupants would be in a 

position to observe the cross burning. Mrs. BENNETT stated 

that Mrs. MILLER informed Kher that she had not observed 

anything unuSual on the night of July 13, 1956, and that she 

did not see the cross burning, nor could she furnish any 

information in regard to it. 


‘Mrs. BENNETT further advised that she had 
inadvertently omitted the name of DENNIS GLENN when requested 
to furnish the names of employees who nad been on duty on 
the night of July 13, 1956. She explained that GLENN is 
the night engineer and that his duties necessarily restrict 
him to tne boiler room. She was of the opinion that GLENN 
would be unable.~to furnish any informaiion 

as AEA THGT ELD ©. 

DENNIS’ G was located-at a1 residence, 865 21st _ 
Street, N. E., Apartment 6, Telephone Number LiIncola 353-8754. 
“GLENN” stated that he is the night engineer at the Brandywine 
Apartments and his tour of duty extends from 8:00 p.m. until 
8:00 a.m. He informed that on Friday, July 13, 1956, he 
reported at the apartment house as usual at approximately 8:00 
p.m. He parked his car in the basement garage of the apartment 
house and then proceeded to the boiler room which is in the 
basement. He stated he had no occasion to leave the building 
between that time and 8:00 a.m. on the morning of Saturday, 
July 14, 1956. GLENN explained that he brings his lunch 
with him and eats his lunch while on duty. He advised that he 
left the building at approximately 8:00 a.m, and.did not talk. 
with any of the other employees before leaving. He said the 
first time he heard of the cross burning was on the following 
night, Saturday, July 14, 1956, after he reported for duty at 
8:00 p.m. GLENN stated that since he learned of the cross 
burning no one at the apartment house has indicated to him 
that they had any Knowledge concerning it. 
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF WILLIAM SWAZE ELLIOTT 


_ "Thee following physical description was” obtained 
through observation and information obtained from the 
ayo of Motor Vehicles, Richmond, Virginia: 


Name: WILLIAM SWAZE ELLIOTT ; 
Adéress: Box 234, Merrifield, Virginia | 
Race; White — 
Sex: -Male 
Date of birth: December 24, 1899 
Height: 519" 
Weight: 170 pounds 
Eyes: Hazel « 
Hair: Graying i 
Complexion: ' Sunburned 
No apparent scars,-marks, or characteristics notie- 
worthy from an identification standpoint. 


- P- —_ 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


At the time JOHN HERBERT PEARCE was interviewed, 
there were obtained from hin as ‘exhibits with respect: 


to the aims and objectives oe the Maryland Petition Committee 
the following: 


{ 


1 - Pamphlet captioned "Principles and Aims of the 
Maryland EeerLtOn Committee, Inc., Jessup, Maryland. 


2- Application for membership in ne Maryland Petition 
_ Committee. 


3 - Maryland Petition Committee bulletin dated \ 
July, 1956. 


The originals of these exhibts are being placed in 


the Baltimore Office files concerning ‘the Maryland Petition 
Committee, Inc. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


WFO 89-42 


LEADS 


THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 


(1) Will endeavor to locate and interview JOHN 
KASPER, Cadmus Bookshop, 1246 Wisconsin Avenue, 
N. W. 


(2) Will continue to maintain contact with Mr. and 
Mrs. ALEX J. HANNA, Temple Treiler Park, Alexandria, 
Virginia, and display pictures of WILLIAM ELLIOTT 's 
truck and dog to hin. | 


Will endeavor to (obtain ‘photograph of WILLIAM 
SWAZE ELLIOTT. 


Will consider advisability of reinterviewing 
JOHN DAVID LEE, 428 N. Payton Street, eee 
Virginia. ; 


Will display pictures of ELLIOTT's eas truck 
and dog to RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY. | 


will continue efforts to locate and interview JEAN 
B. PIETRAS, Apartment C, 3016 Dumbarton Avenue, 

N. W. , telephone HU 3- -8871, concerning cross burn- 
ing at ’3018 Dumbarton Avenue, N. W. 


Will discuss facts of case with USA. 


In the event the USA at Washington, D. C. authorizes 
prosecution, consideration will be given to con- 
ducting an interview with ROBERT M. SMALL, 1304 

S. Thomas Street, Arlington, Va., and all other 
persons present. at time ROWLEY allegedly admitted, 

in presence of EDWARD L. STROHECKER and others, 

his participation in cross burning. 


REFERENCE: Report of SA LESLIE “B. CHISHOLM, JR. (A), dated 
7/21/56 at Washington, D. C. 
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The Attorney General — ssh “ Daly 27, 1956 


4e aia de ae | 
RONALD ‘RUGENS ROWLEY, Er eee . 
CHIEF JUSTICE HARIPWARREN,. ET AL ~  ECETMS : 
ASSAULTING A. FEDERAL OPFICER 


I am eae havewith a copy of an” 
Biveutigebivs report dated July 27,.1956, whieh. pis pee 
prepared by our Washington Field Office in connection 

with this investigation. Gopiea of this yeport are being 

furnished to Deputy Attorney General Rogers and Assistant 

Attorney General 0 aes with éopies of this memorandum. 
one 


yet 4 report reflects that Ronald Eugene 

Rowley, one,of the subjects, has identified » photograph 

ef Edgar FP @Johnston @ one of the individuals who te ; 
pa "In thefourning of crosses. on the night (5! ING: Sie ee 
956, In previous memoranda, you have tee 
. peén ady > Rowley stated that Johnston, identified oe 
ee F by Rowley as tenperery chairmen of the Southeast Washington -*: 
peer White Citizens Gouncil, accompanied John Kagper of the sige «RS 3 
do White Citizens Council in a caravan of four vehicles which e Of 8 


‘ proceeded from Southeast to Northwest Washington on the | oy 
h . night of July 13% 1956, aust = to the time the orosses - 
Ne | 


were burned. ase . 
: ; 2 a - 
ot Photographs of the. ped Studebaker plekup truck, ; fe = . 
\ | belenging to William Swaze Ellicott, mentioned in my 2 fy 
‘ - memorandum ef July 26, 1956, were exhibited to Rowley. m a 
Rowley advised that this ‘truck. ds the sams types and ‘looks: B Oly 
\. 6 very much like the truck whiqh\was in the caravan of few27 2 2 
\ 4 Meera | referred to isk 4 STs f hie 7% a ae 
| INDEED" a BE, 2 28 
“4nformetion obtained ohrengh $2.02. i faye ‘ b/ 2 ig oer 
Abr neighborhood of former Solicitor. cb a es, oe ,  @o 
if Additionsl information ‘te set forth: as furnis} by Alex J. 


Boardnan Barina who haabbeen in contact with John David. Lee end is 
— te induce Tee hea cooperat with this waedeaicisst 


. , ce 
Parsons 


Resen_og3 : leMp,: Nichols 
|, Szoo ces 1-Mr. Belmont 
4 interrow 


: Tele. Room ___ FGBsekd gu Mi = FB 


| Holloma 
1 Gandy Se 


t= 
' 
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e Ene leased report reflecta that this matter “-: 

: discussed with dszistent United States Attorney 

: Pret: tok G. Smithson, Washington, on July 26). ¥9S6. 
itheen advised that based on his review 6€ 

nvest igabive voperts in this matter, he doat nok Believe 

the cass has prosecutive merit. Mr. Suitheon advised be. 

hes conferred with United States Atte ver Gane! . 

and the Depertasnt with regard to this wetter and before 

rendering « final. presecutive opinion coneseming ‘the | 

disposition ef this gase, he is qwaiting & confirus : 
from the Department. Mr. Suitheeon was inferae’.— 


that contact will be maintained with 414; 

effert to ebtain a complete statement from Jonn David Lee 
 ‘peading his final decision but thet me further investigative 
efforts would be wade. Mr. Smithson replied the 

felt this would be proper under the oeirew: 


In vlew of Assistant United States Attorney 
 Swithwents coments, it will be epprectated if the matter 
of pessible proseemiion in this cage 1s considered as 
early as possible in order that Mr. Suithsen and this 
Bureen may Reve. the views of the Department, 


In the meantime, no further investigatien wilt 

be conducted in thia watter other than that outlined to 

Mr, Suitheom anless a specific request is received from 
i das or from the United States | in MaSTODEGOns 


ees ler. wiiagen } P. Regerea  ¢ 

Bepugy Attorney General 
ees adasivtans Atterney General cepa) 
Mere meg Tix 


Ve 


io : ; 


Ba 
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* “FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FORM No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT WASHINGTON FIELD 


MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
MADE : : 


jor 
WASHINGTON HE? | 7/27/56 7/25,26/56  |LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, JR.(A) 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


a 


™™ RONALD mame fa" ET AL 
AR 


ad 2 ASSAULTING FEDERAL 
Wy _ CHIEF JUSTICE EA REN, ET AL - VICTIMS OFFICER 


ROWLEY identified photograph of subject JOHNSTON. States 
photograph of subject ELLIOTT's truck looks very much 
like truck used in cross burnings. Interview of JEAN _ 
-PIETRAS, 3016 Dumbarton Avenue, N. W., negative. ALEX 

Jo HANNA states LEE and other associates having difficulty 
locating JOHN KASPER and think he is racketeer. States 
ELLIOTT went to see LEE 7/24/56 and inquired as to how 
FBI found out about him and located whereabouts. HANNA 
believes LEE softening and may soon tell all about matter. 
HANNA endeavoring to possibly identify another individual 
who may have been involved in cross burnings. AUSA FRED- 
ERICK G. SMITHSON advised he does not believe case has ~ 
prosecutive merit but will not render final opinion pend- 
ing confirmatory response from Department. 
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DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA LEO I. PROSISE: : 


On July 26, 1956, photographs of subject ELLIOTT's 
red Studebaker truck were exhibited to subject ROWLEY. 
ROWLEY advised that this truck is the same type and looks . 
very much like the truck used in the cross burnings. He 
potted out especially the slats on the floor of the truck. 
He is still of the impression that the truck used in the 
cross burnings had some type of covering on the chains holding 
the tail gate. ROWLEY was unable to identify a dog which is 
shown in the picture with ELLIOTT's truck. 


At @is time, ROWLEY was also shown photographs of 
subject HDGAR JOHNSTON. He readily identified an individual 
photograph of JOHNSTON, as well as photographs of JOHNSTON 
standing beside his Pontiac automobile. ROWLEY advised that 
this automobile also resembles the car in which JOHNSTON and 
KASPER were riding on the night of the cross burning. He 
now recalls that the automobile had two stips of chromium 
on the white hood, and for this reason he feels sure that the 
car which he saw was a Pontiac. 


JEAN Be@TETRAS, Apartment C2, 3016 Dumbarton 
Avenue, N. W., telephonically advised SA WILLIAM C, CARROLL 
on July 26, 1956, that on the night of July 13, 1956, she had 
been out with some friends and returned home around 1 A.M. 


Her friends dropped her off near the corner of 30th 
and Dumbarton Avenue and continued on. As she walked up 
Dumbarton Avenue toward her home, she saw a Metropolitan 
Police Department scout car pull away from the curb near the 
entrance to the apartment house where she resides. She stated 
the street was otherwise deserted and the fire had already been 
extinguished. Miss PIETRAS later learned about the cross burning 
from LYNN PETERSON, a neighbor. She could not recall having 
seen any other vehicles in the vicinity as she approached ; 
the apartment. ~ 
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Mr, ALEX sana , Temple Trailer Park, 
Alexandria, Virginia, was contacted by SA LESLIE B. 
CHISHOLM, JR., on July 25, 1956. HANNA advised he 
has endeavored through various assodates to locate 
JOHN KASPER with negative results. He stated he under- 
stands that many of his associates, including LEE, 
have been trying to contact KASPER without success | 
and are becoming somewhat disturbed over the manner 
in which KASPER is conducting himself. He stated that 
LEE has indicated to him that he believes KASPER is a 
racketeer and that LEE has been suspicious of him over 
the past three or four weeks, He stated that LEE told 
him on July 25, 1956, that ELLIOTT had visited him at. 
his home on the night of July 24, 1956, and had made 
inquiry of him as to how the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion had found out about him and where he lived. HANNA 
related it is his opinion that LEE is softening and may 
soon be in a position where he would make the full story 
available to the Bureau concerning hs activities. 


HANNA stated he understands that the White : 
Citizens Councils (WCC) is planning on holding a meeting 
someplace on Friday night and that he is endeavoring to 
determine the location of the meeting. HANNA related | 
based on discussions that _he has had with LEE and other 
members of the WCC that there may be another individual 
possibly. involved in the cross burnings whose name he cannot 
recall. He requested that the name of the individual who 
rented the room at the Annapolis Hotel for the June 15, 1956, 
meeting be obtained in view of the fact he believed this per- 
son might be another party involved in the cross burnings 
and with the name available, his recollections could possibly 
be refreshed. - cee . 


Mr. ABEL GIRAULT, Assistant Manager, Manger- 
Annapolis Hotel, 1111 H Street, N. W., advised SA WILLIAM 
H. WELCH, JR., on July 26, 1956, that the hotel's banquet _ 
book refiects that on June 15, 1956, the Seabord Citizens 
Council had a meeting in the Everglades Room. He stated the 
banquet book reflected the address of the organization as = 
1246 Wisconsin Avenue, N. W. (It should be noted this is the 
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address of JOHN KASPER's Cadmus Bookstore.), and that 
the amount of the reservatim was $125. GIRAULT stated 
the actual reservation was handled by ieciatant Manager, 
FRANK FLYNN. 


Mr. FRANK FLYNN, Assistant Manager, Manger-_ 
Annapolis Hotel, advised $A WELCH that he recalls mak- 
ing instant reservation and that two men came in together. 
to make the arrangements. He stated one of the men said 
he owned a bookstore at the address appearing in the banquet 
book and that the other party with him indicated he was from 
Alabama but did not give his name. FLYNN recalled that a 
check was issued in payment of the reservation. 


EVELYN PEEDIN, Bookkeeper, Manger-Annapolis | 
Hotel, advised SA WELCH on July 26, 1956, that a review 
of the check register of the cashier disclosed that a 
check in the sum of $125 was issued to the hotel on June Ly 
1956. PEEDIN related that the register reflected the name 
of the maker was “FLEMMING, " and that it was‘idrawn against 
a bank using the symbol number 15=-7/511. PEEDIN pointed out 
that it appeared this may have been the check which was 
issued for the reservation but bet it could not be estab- 
lished with finality. 


Assistant United States Attorney FREDERICK G. 
SMITHSON advised SA LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, JR., July 26, 1956, 
that based on his review of the investigative reports in 
this matter, he does not believe the case has prosecutive 
merit. He stated he has conferred with the United States 
Attorney OLIVER GASCH, and the Department, with regard to 
this matter, and before rendering a final prosecutive opinion 
concerning the disposition of this case, he is awaiting a 
confirmatory response from the Department. SMITHSON related 
he has maintained contact with the Department since the be- 
ginning of this case on all developments as they have been 
peponvede a aie 

Mr. SMITHSON was ayieea that contact will be 
astntalred with ALEX J, HANNAcin an effort to obtain a 
complete statement from JO EE pending his final decision, 
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put that no further investigative efforts would be 
made. Mr. SMITHSON stated he feels this would be 
proper under the circumstances. 


Inquiry was made of Mr. SMITHSON as to the 
possibility of obtaining a search warrant to search the 
premises of WILLIAM SWAZE ELLIOTT. Mr. SMITHSON advised 
that in order to obtain a search warrant, it would be 
necessary to have a criminal charge and that there appears 
to be no such charge in existence at this time. 


Zo 2p = 


WFO 89-42 


LEADS 
THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 


(1) Will maintain contact with Mr. ALEX J. 
HANNA, Temple Trailer Park, Alexandria, 
Virginia, with view to possibly obtaining 
a full statement from the subject, JOHN LEE, 


(2) Will maintain contact with the United States 
Attorney to obtain a final opinion with regard 
to this investigation. 


REFERENCE: Report of SA LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, JR., at 
Washington, D. C., dated 7/25/56. 
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RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, BT AL a oe 
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oe Ore as wae has pase ‘unab Cu te) develop, 
JOHN. LEE. AUSW, FREDERICK G. SMITHSON, advised 7/30/56 ~ 
conference ‘heia at zDépar tment 7/27/56 re instant case. 
Conferencé -attended: by AAG WARREN OLNEY III, ‘0 e 
assistants, Messrs. IRONS and COLLINGS, USA’ OLIVER GA 
and himself. .States* Department indicates agreement - 
his opinion: that case does not have prosecutive merit. 
However, OLNEY. desires to discuss with AG. prior to 
rendering of final pL aron: No further deyely 
date. —. eee - 
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ATRIEL 


TO: Arneovor, FBI 7/31/56 


FROM: SAC, WFO (89-42) O 
RONALD EUGENE HOWLEY, ET AL; CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN, 
BT AL - VICTIMS 4 
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OMPICER 
(00: WFO) 


For info ef Bureau and offices receiving this 
airtel, ALEX J. HANNA, Temple Trailer Park, Alexandria, 
Virginia, has advised that subject HOCKETT has two German 


lugers and carries a gun on occasions. For this reason 
if an effort is made to arrest ] con- 
sidered armed an angerous, LLL 
LAUGHLIN Out 


. Tolson__.... 

. Nichols___... § 
. Boardman... 
. Belmont... 


1-Baltimore finto} 
1-Richmond (Info) 
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AIRTEL 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM: SAC, WFO (89-2) 
RONALD BUGENE ROWLEY; Et Al 


Chief Justice EARD-WARREN; Et Al - VICTIMS 
AFO 


Fee, 


i Mr. Tolson 
din oe] 
ny “ ‘hols. : 
Mi B area 


ALEX J. HANNA, Temple Trailer Park, Alexandria, //- : 


Va., advised as follows 7/26/56: 


On Sat., 7/7/56, FRED HOCKETT, JOHN KASPER, 


RONALD ROWLEY and himself went to Chesapeake Beach, Md., 
to distribute White Citizens Council literature. 
returning to WDC, the Negro problem was under discussion 
and HOCKETT stated he was former member of Kk, Klux Klan 
and someone ought to burn some crosses around;-here, and 


While 


KASPER replied he could look up some good add#esdes if wh set 

they wanted to do it. HANNA states he belieyes this aw iver 
was inception of idea to burn crosses. HANNA,states rye GC4 § 
HOCKETT then stated he had builf# crosses before and “athe 


described in detail how crosses could be constructed. 
It is to be noted the description of cross construction 


“cep | 


which HANNA attributed to HOCKETT is practice€ly in exact ak? 
detail with the construction of crosses actually burned. F634 


"HANNA related the final plans for cross burnings: 


apparently made between 7/7/56 and 7/13/56. 


Stated on 


Wed., 7/11/56, KASPER telephoned him and asked if he was 
coming to meeting on 7/13/56. States he told KASPER he 
could not because it was their anniversary end wife wanted 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 7/26/56 | 


RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY; Et Al 
Chief Justice EARL WARREN; Et Al - VICTIMS 
AFO 


to celebrate. Relates KASPER inquired as to whether 
HANNA recalled the discussion they had Sat. about cross 
burnings, and said we may carry it out Friday the 13th. 
States had calls from both HOCKETT and KASPER on Thurs. 
night said week. States KASPER told him if he plsenned 
to come to meeting to bring JOHN LEZ. HANNA relates at 
meeting on 13th HOCKETT met him as he was leaving and 
in presence of HANNA's wife said he sure wished HANNA 
would stay around awhile in a manner that indicated he 
was going to do something. States thinks HOCKETT was 
afraid to say anything about cross burnings in presence 
of his wife. 


HANNA relates KASPER called him about Wed., 
7/18/56, and said there was to be meeting of WCC on 
Ga. Avé., Silver Spring, Md., on Fri. night, 7/20/56, 
end they might set off a 30-foot one this time. HANNA 
believes KASPER was referring to a 30~“foot cross. 


' States LEE told him that last Sat. night, 
7/21/56, HOCKETT, KASPER, and either JOHNSTON or ROWLEY 
came to his house and they were discussing LEE's changing 
neighborhood. States LEE says HOCKETT suggested they go 
out and cut tires on Negroes! autos and put sugar in gas 
tanks to freeze engines. Says LEE protested because too 
close to his home but agreed to go to WDC sand help. HANNA 
states does not believe plan was executed. 


HANNA states understands HOCKETT has 2 German 
Lugers and carries gun occassionally. 


Det. Sgt. J. ¥. CHENNAULT, MPD, WDC, advised 7/27/56 
that Deputy Chief of Police SCOTT ordered the execution of the 
warrant for HOCKETT's arrest for driving vehicle with 
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EMO: DIRECTOR, FBI 7/27/56 


RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY; Et Al 
Chief Justice FARL WARREN; Et Al - VICTIM 
AFO 


improper license plates. HOCKETT arrested this date; released 
on $25.00 collateral, CHENNAULT further stated that HOCKETT's 
station wagon will have to be inspected by D. C. Seth orst lee 
and probably will not meet requirements. 


- CHENNAULT states MPD ‘considering obtaining warrant 
for KASPER!s arrest for being delinquent in D. C. Sales Tax 
returns. Will advise wro of action taken, 


- MPD was advised of possibility of cutting of 
tires and placing sugar in gas tanks of Negroes! cars. RH 
and BA should poy suburban Washington ppts of this 
possibility. 

WFO maintaining contact with HANNA re LEE. 


LAUGHLIN 


na 


Pee nn ere OF INVESTIGATION 


FORM No. 


THs CASE ORIGINATED at WASHINGTON FIELD 


REPORT MADE AT - DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE | REPORT MADE BY 
MADE : ; pee ee 


WASHINGTON FIELD a 7/30/56 | 7/26, 275 30/56 LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, JR. 
| ™™* RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY ET AL en Cre 
be CHIEF JUSTICE BEART; ARREN , ET AL - VICTIMS] ASSAULTING FEDERAL 
= OFFICER 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


ALEX J. HANNA states while returning to vasuine tod: D.. es: 
from Chesapeake Beach, Maryland, on 7/7/56 with FRED 
HOCKETT, JOHN KASPER and RONALD ROWLEY a discussion was 

held concerning negro problem, Relates HOCKETT stated 

he was former member of Klu Klux Klan and that someone 

ought to burn some crosses around here, and KASPER replied 
he could look up some good addresses. HANNA states he 
believes this was inception of idea to burn crosses. 

HANNA stated HOCKETT then stted he had built crosses be- 

fore and described in detail how crosses could be con- 
structed. HANNA relates final plans for cross burnings 
apparently made between 7/7/56 and 7/13/56. Relates KASPER 
telephoned him 7/11/56 and inquired as to whether HANNA — 
recalled discussion on previous Saturday about cross’ burn- 
ings and indicated it might be carried out on Friday, the 
13th. -AUSA FREDERICK G. SMITHSON advises he is not ready 
-to furnish final prosecutive opinion concerning. case, HOCKETT 
REPORTEDLY HAS TWO GERMAN LUGERS AND CARRIES A GUN ON OCCASIONS. 
ACCORDINGLY, HE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS, 


ADDITIONAL, COPIES 


2 - Baltimore (Info) 
‘Je 1 - Richmond (Info) 


- USA wesniiueor. De.Cs 16 AUG 3 1956 
_ (Attention: Mr.’ FREDERICK Ge] : 
: SMITHSON) | 
4 - Washington Field (89-42) 


>’ Bnd eae nor its contents are to be 
ie" d istr ibuted ou is ide the agency to which loaned. 
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> WFO 89-42 
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. ALEX J. HANNA, Temple Trailer Park, 
Alexandria, Virginia, was interviewed by SA LESLIE 
B. CHISHOLM, JR., on July 26, 1956. He stated that 
on Saturday, July 7, 1956, FRED HOCKETT, JOHN KASPER, 
RONALD ROWLEY and himself went to Chesapeake Beach, 
Maryland, to distribute literature of the White Citizens: 
Councils (WCC). He stated while returning» to Washington, 
D. C., the negro problem and integration were ‘under dis- 
cussion. He related that HOCKETT stated he was a former 
member of the Klu Klux Klan and that someone ought to 
burn some crosses around here, and KASPER replied he could 
look up some good addresses if they wanted to do it. HANNA 
stated he believes this was the inception of the idea to 
burn crosses. HANNA related HOCKETT then stated he had 
built crosses before and described in detail how the crosses 
could be constructed. 


According to HANNA, HOCKETT stated they could 
take two pieces of wood and put them together with a bolt 
so they could be folded and conveniently transported. HANNA 
stated HOCKETT said iron pegs sharpened to a pencil point 
could be placed at the bottom of the crosses to stand them 
up in the ground and that cotton could be wrapped around’ 
‘them which could be doused with kerosene to provide the 
flames. HANNA added that HOCKETT said Energine could be used 
as a quick starter to ignite the kerosene. ; _ 


Inquiry was made of HANNA as to whether the purpose 
of the burning of the crosses was clearly stated at this - 
time-and whether conversation was had as to the significance 
of the burning of the crosses, HANNA stated no clear-cut. 
purposes were stated and that he believes the significance 
of it was to show dissatisfaction with regard to integration. 


- HANNA related the final plans for the cross burn- 
ings apparently were made between July 7, 1956, and July 13, 
1956. He stated on Wednesday, July 11, 1956, KASPER tele- 
phoned him and asked if he was gang to attend the meeting 

of the WCC on July 13, 1956. He stated he told KASPER he did 
not think he would be able to attend the meeting because it 
was his wedding anniversary and that his ‘wife wanted to 
celebrate. He related KASPER..inquired as to whether HANNA 
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recalled the discussion they had the previous Saturday 
about cross burnings and said we may carry it out on 
Friday, the thirteenth. HANNA stated he had calls from 
both HOCKETT and KASPER on Thursday night, July 12, 1956. 
He stated KASPER told him if he decided to come to’ the 
meeting to bring JOHN LEE with him. HANNA related at 

the meeting on the thirteenth, HOCKETT met him as he was 
leaving, and in the presence of his, HANNA*'s, wife said 
he surely wished HANNA would stay around for awhile in a 
manner that indicated to HANNA that something was going to 
be done. He stated he thinks HOCKETT was afraid to say 
anything about cross burnings in the presence of his wife. 


HANNA related KASPER called him about Wednesday, 
July 18, 1956, and said there was to be a meeting of the 
wec on Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland, on Friday — 
night, July 20, 1956, and that they might set off a thirty- 
foot one this time. HANNA believes KASPER was referring 
to a thirty-foot cross. HANNA stated that LEE told him that 
on Saturday night, July 21, 1956, that HOCKETT, KASPER and 
either EDGAR JOHNSTON or ROWLEY came to his house and were | 
discussing LEE's changing neighborhood. He stated LEE said _ 
' HOCKETT suggested they go out and cut tires on negroes* autos 
and put sugar in gas tanks to freeze engines. He stated that 
LEE protested because it was too close to his home but agreed 
he would be willing to go to Washington, D. C., ahd help. 
HANNA stated he does not believe the plan was éxecuted. 


HANNA stated that he understands HOCKETT has two 
German lugers ers andcarries a gun on occasions. 


Detective Sergeant J. Y. CHENNAULT, eeeopo as 
Police Department, Washington, D. C., advised July 27,4, 1956, 
that Deputy Chief of Police SCOTT ordered the execution of 
the warrant for HOCKETTts arrest for driving a vehicle with 
improper license plates. He stated that HOCKETT was arrested 
on July 27, 1956, and released on. $25 collateral. 


Assistant United States Attorney. ‘FREDERICK G. 
SMITHSON advised SA CHISHOLM on July 30, 1956, he is not 
ready to furnish a final prosecutive opinion concerning this | 
case. 
as 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


-AUSA FREDERICK G. SMITHSON advised on 7/30/86 
that a conference was held at the Department of Justice 
on Friday, 7/27/56, concerning this case. He stated 
the conference was attended by Assistant Attorney General’ 
WARREN OLNEY III; Mr. OLNEY's assistants, Mr. DAVID IRONS, 
and REX COLLINGS; USA OLIVER GASCH; and. himself. He related 
that his opinion, which is that this case does not have 
prosecutive merit, was generally concurred with but that 
Mr. OLNEY stated he desired to discuss this matter with the 
Attorney General before a final decision is reached. 


LEADS 
THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 

(1) Will maintain contact with Mr. ALEX J. HANNA, 
Temple Trailer Park, Alexandria, Virginia, with 
view to possibly obtaining a full statement from 
the subject, JOHN LEE. . 

(2). Will maintain contact with the United States 
Attorney to obtain a final ppEton with regard 
to this case, 


REFERENCE: WFO airtel to Director dated 7/27/56. 
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The Attorney General 


previous discussion about cross burnings and said the activity 
might be carried out on Pridey, July 13, 1956. Hanma advised he 
received later telephone calls from Hockett and Kasper about his 
attendance at the meeting on July 13, 1956, and Kasper requested 
Hanna to bring John David Lea to this meeting. 


Hanna advised that he and his wife actually did go to 
this mesting and that es he was leaving, Rockett expressed the 
hope Hanne would remain around a while in auch a manner as to 
indicate to Hanna that Hockett was referring to the burning of 
CPOASSS. . 


Hanne advised that Kasper telephoned him about July 16, 
1956, to advise that a mecting of the White Citisens Council was 
scheduled on the night of July 20, 1956, in Silver Spring, 
Maryland. Kasper made several remarks which indicated to Hanna 
that a 30-feot cross might be burned at this time. 


Hanna advised that John David Lee had infermed him that 
on the night of July 21, 1956, Hockett, Kasper and either subject 
Rowley or Edgar Franklin Johnston came to his home in Alexandria. 
At this time Hockett suggested they go out and cut tires on 
automobiles of Negroes and put sugar in gasoline tanks of these 
automobiles. Hanna does not think this plan was executed. Our 
Agents have informed the Metropolitan Police Department and police 
departments in suburban aress of Washington as to the possibility 
that such activity as this may have teken place. 2 


The Metropolitan Police Department hes advised that 
Hockett was arrested on July 27, 1956, on a charge of driving « 
wehicle with improper licenge plates. He was released on $25.00 
e@lleteral. The Metropolitan Police Department {s considering 
obtaining a warrant for Kasper's arrest, as he is delinquent in 
his District of Columbia sales tax returns. With reference to 
information supplied by Hanna, aa set out in the enclosed report, 
that he understands Hockett has two German Lugers end carries a 
gun on occasions, this information has been furnished to the 
Metropolitan Police Department. 


Our Washington Field Office is maintain eontact 
with the Metropolitan Police Department and with meee who is 
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The Attorney General — 


endeavoring to obtain additional information sancerning the 
council of the members of the een White Citizons 
oune * 


wilh 


cc: leMr. William P. rele eesti) 
Deputy Attorney Goner 


ect l-Assistant hecaney General taney 6) 
Warren Olney ITI 


NOTE: Instant Washington Field report reflects that 

ATex J. Hanna has advised that he understands that subject 
Hockett has two German Lugers and carries a gun on occasions. 
On 8-1-56, ASAC,Fletcher, Washington Field, advised this 
information has been furnished to Deputy Chief of Police Scott 
and Detective Sergeant J. Y. Chennault of Metropolitan Police 
Department. for appropriate action. 
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WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL OF 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
INTERNAL SECURITY = X 
 Buftle 100423395 


L-ROWALD EUGENES ROWLEY, et al 
CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN, et al - VICTIMS 
ASSAULPING A FEDERAL OFFICER 


Reference {3 made to memorandum to. Mr. Rasen dated 
7/16/56 concerning Ronald Bugene Rowley, e¥ al, oa which the 
Director noted "We should try te get a line on White Citizens 
Council in Wash., D. C2." 


"The Washington News" in its June 6, 1956, isaue 
contained article re formation of White Citizens Council (wee) 
in D. CG. By letter 6/8/56 Washington Fteld Offiee was instructed 
to initiate inquiries concerning this organizatten. oa 7/13/56 
a@ repert was recetved in this matter and Aas been disseninated 
te Assistant Attorney General Tompkins and intelligence ageneies 
of the Armed Forces. 


The report indicates WCC was formed 6/4/56 with head- 
quarters at 1246 Wisconsin Avenue, N. W. Published purposes 
of the counci? are (1) stop integration process in Washington, 
reverse tt and re~establish segregation; (2) get the National 
Association for the Advancenent of Colored People (NAACP) on 
the Attorney General's liat of subversive organizations; (3) 
publicize commerectal contributtonas to the WAACP and Urban 
League; aad (4) wipe out “rock and roll" :muste. Only activities 
of this organization te date are distribution of anti-Negre 
literature and publie meeting 6/15/56 at Annapolis Hotel. 


“SAC Laughlin of Washington Field office has advised 


additional data re WCC is betng developed where possible in 


connection with tnueatigation of croas burnings and that the 

case on this organization will receive preferred attention. The 
three individuals involved in the cross burrinags will be 
questioned specifteally with regard to any instructions received — 
from the WEC concerning these cross burnings. 
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Memorandum for Mr. 1. Fe Boardman 


officers of CC ares 


Executive Secretary and Organizer ~ Frederick John 
Sasper, age 28, proprietor of Cadmus Bookshop where WCC head- 
quarters are located; Chatrman « Floyd H. Fleming, age 59, a 
painter employed at Uf. S. Naval Air Station; and Secretary 
freaaurer ~ Hrs, Hora Deverau, age 20 to 25, "girl friend” of 
Kasper, an employee of Cadmus Bookshop. 


Total membership of #CC has not been determined; 
however, according to the presa, ¥CC was organized by 12 
individuals and at 6/15/56 neeting an estimated 20 individuals 
signed membership applteations,. 


In the referenced menorandum Mr. Telser noted and 
the Director agreed that a copy of the repert relative to the 
cross burnings should be sent to Assistant Attorney General 
Oiney. This was done 7/16/56. 


RECOMMENDATION? 


This memorandum ie being submitted tn response to 
the Director's comment. We will continue to follow closely 
activities of the WCC and will promptly furnish interested 
hedinow gag agencies and offieisla pertinent information 
received. 


* UNITED STAT@ GOVERNMENT 


Mr. Le Ve nay AY DATE! July 16, 1956 


> Mr. A. He Belmont e 


WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL OF 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 
Bufile 100-423395 


& 

RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, et al 

CHIEF JUSTICE EARL™WARREN, et al - VICTIMS 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER 


‘Reference is made to memorandum to Mr. Rosen dated 
7/16/56 concerning Ronald Fugene Rowley, et al, on which the 
Diregtor note 


d "We should try to get a line on White Citizens 
Council in Wash., D. Cc.” 


"The Washington News" in its June 6, 1956, issue 


contained article re formation of White Citizens Council (Wee) 
in D. Cw. By letter 6/8/56 Washington Field Office was instructed 
|e’ report wa inguirtes concerning this organization. on 7/13/56 


a report was recetued in this matter and has been disseminated 


to Assistant Attorney General Tompkins and intelligence agencies 
of the Armed Forces. 


“fhe report indicates WCC was formed 6/4/56 with head- 
quarters at 1246 Wisconsin Avenue, Nw. W. Published purposes 
Jar the council are (1) stop integration process in Washington, 
reverse it and re~establish segregation; (2) get the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) on 
the Attorney General's list of subversive organizations; (3) | 
publicize. commeraial contributions to the NAACP and Urban 
League;.and (4) wipe out "rock and roll” music. only Piven 
IX this organization to date are distribution of anti-Negro 
literature and public meeting 6/15/56 at Annapolis Hotel. 
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‘SAC Laughlin of Washington Field Office has advised — 
additional data re WCC is being developed where possible’ ine 
connection. with. ‘investigation of cross burnings and that the 
case on this organization will receive preferred attention. The 
three individuals tnvolued in the cross burnings will be 


. questtoned- Peonverning with regard to any instructions recetued 
Bikes the ve opera ng these cross burnings. 
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Memorandum for Mr. L. ¥V. Boardman 


Officers of WCC ares: 


: _ Ezrecuttiue Secretary and Organizer - Frederick John 
Kasper, age 26, proprietor of Cadmus Bookshop where WCC head- 
quarters are located; Chairman - Floyd H. Fleming, age 59, a. 
painter employed at U. S. Naval Air Station; and Secretary- 
Treasurer - Mrs. Nora Deverau, age 20 to 25, "girl friend" of 
Kasper, an employee of Cadmus Bookshop. * 


Total membership of WCC has not been determined; 
however, according to the press, WCC was organized by 12 
individuals and at 6/15/56 meeting an estimated 20 individuals 
signed membership appltcattonsa, 


In the referenced memorandum Mr. Tolson noted and 
the Director agreed that a copy of the report relative to the 
cross burnings should be sent to Assistant Attorney General 
Olney. This was done 7/16/56, 


RECOMMENDATION: 


This memorandum is being submitted in response to 
the Director's comment. We will continue to follow closely 
activities of the WCC and will promptly furnish interested | 
Government agencies and officials pertinent information 
received. ; 


VA 
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| a *No record of Mrs. Nora Deverau was located in Bufiles. 
'.. Réferences to Frederick John Kasper and Floyd H, Fleming were 
| “reviewed . and contain no pertinent information other than showing 
sthat“Fleming was one. of, three incorporators of National Protective- 
“2 Tadividual : Rights,” Inc..,- a; prosegregation organization in Virginia. 
“on which we are | ‘edaducting g| inquiries.” oe - _ 


the Attormey General | August 7, 1956 


Director, FBI 
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4sais orney Gene th copies ol 
‘this memorandun. | _— 
This reeves sets forth the ts of the 
interview which our Agents had with John arid Lee on a4 
August 1, 1956, which was summarized in my memorandum 
to you dated August 3, 1956. 
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NOTEs_ All of the speciation contained in vevetenced WFO 
report was furnished to the Attorney General with copies o 


Rogers and Olney by memofandum dated August 3, 1956. Report is 
being transmitted herewith since we have forwarded copies of 
“all other movestaenerye eS nO the a dani ‘ 
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TO: Ses __pargcror, FBI 8/2/56 


FROM: WFC (89 42) 


RONALD. EUGENE ROWLEY. ET AL 
CHIEF JUSTICE “EARL WARREN, ET AL 
VICTIMS 


bat atin e Fedevel OfCreey . 


JOHN DAVID ..LEE interviewed 8/1/36 ‘and den 
member of White Citizens Councils (WCC)... ‘States’ went? 
meeting 7/13/56 with ALEX J. HANNA and wife with. thought in 
mind he would organize WCC in Alexandria, Va. States HANNA 
left meeting early and after meeting he approached JCHN KASPER 
whom he had met once previously and asked for ride home. LEE 
relates -KASPER told him RONALD ROWLEY would take. hin home. 


‘States got in car with ROWLEY and drove: ‘te s. station 
and returned to Legion Hall. Upon return. three veh is formed 
caravan which consisted of FRED HOCKETT in his station wagon, 
(FNU) ELLIOTT in his red pickup truck, and he and ROWLEY in 


- ROWLEY's car and proceeded down Nichols Ave., S. E., and across. 


lith Street bridge where stopped for light. At. this ‘point 
KASPER came across street and went to HOCKETT' s cay’ where they 
talked and then returned across street. 


& Unable to recall whether KASPER or fourth yenicie ” 
joined. carayan, .. “Caravan continued to Conriecticut Ave., N. W. 
LEE does not recall when or where ELLIOTT turned off but recalis 


en: rouge ROWLEY told him they were going to burn crosses and 
‘purpose.was. demonstration of their objection to Supreme Courts ee 


decision, on. ‘integration, 


& 


3 ‘States HOCKETT and ROWLEY drave to ‘Sheraton ‘Park 

Hotel and stopped. States'he walked down street from car and 

when returned saw two crosses  buriing, .. Denies assisting in 
burning. crosses. or having seen them prior: ‘to time burneds 0. 
Admits ges ing to Virginia. with ROWLEY where cars changed, an 
States i Lavi ung j hm group was‘ going to: meet again at Legion 7 
Hail after erence burned, After chan; ing | , be and ROWLEY 
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RCNALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL 
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States 7/15/56 KASPER came t ae home and discussed 
cross burning but LEE declined to fupfhish details of discussion 
other than KASPER queried hin as toAvhat happened, States KASPER 
told him not to talk to Poltce or FBI and gave him names of two 
attorneys to contact who were (FNU) NEWLON and (FNU) SIMMONS, 
States while KASPER there HGCKETT came in and discussed cross 
burnings in general and toid him not to answer any inquiries 
for anyone and get one of two attorneys. 


States (FNU) ELLICTT came to house 7/24/56 and said agent 
had taiked with him and he wanted to contact attorney. 


LEE throughout interview declined to furnish specifics, 
and stated purpose of appearing for interview was to cidarify 
his position. Stated he previously said he participated, and 
now desires to clearify position that he was duped into going 
along and did not participate. LEE attempted to mislead Agents 


mw 


and made faise statements from time to time during interview 
Some of which he retracted and was very vague, evasive, and non- 
“specific. 


ALEX J. HANNA advised 8/1/56 he will endeavor to obtain 
more information from LEE and wiii try to establish who burned 
crosses at SCBELOFF's and FRANKFURTH#Y' mes, 
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The Attorney General Mr. Boggan August 3, 1956 


Director, FBI 


O 
RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET Al 
CHIEF JUSTICE BARL vlog tr an - viorINs; 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER 


In connection with my previous memoranda concerning 
this case, I wanted to advise you of the results of an inter- 
view which Agents of our Washington Field Office had with 
subject John David Lee on August 1, 1956. It will be recalled 
that Lee was one of the individuals who participated in 
burning crosses at the Sheraton-Park Hotel on the night ef 
July 13-14, 1956. | 


Lee denied that he is a member of the White Brcsze Zeng, 
Council. He said he attended a meeting of the White Ci t4z@n 
Couneil on July 13, 1956, with Alex J. Hanne and wife 
the thought in mind that he would organise a White fee ae 
Council group in Alexandria, Virginia, Lee stated that‘tre = 
and Mrs. Hanna left the meeting early, and after the metiie = oS 
was coneluded he approached John Kasper, whom he had met ae 
one previous oecaaion, and asked for a ride home. He e oleted 
that Kasper informed him saat Ronald Eugene Rowley would take 


3028 | 


him home. 
cod Lee said thet he then got in a car with Rowley and ss 
re" | they drove to a service station, later re to the: 
« 22 2] American Legion Hall, where the meeting was held. Upon: thein. 
§ <> g| return, three vehicles formed a caravan, which consisted of.) 
< %\ Fred Plant Hoekett in his station wagon, an individual ‘named.’ 


who were in Rowley's car. This caravan eoded owt Nichols’ 


oo | Elliott, who was in a red pickup truck, and Rowley and. himself, 
_.! Avenue, Southeast, and across the Eleventh Street Bridge, 


spanning the Anacostia River, where the caravan stopped for 
a traffic light. Lee advised that at this point, Kasper came 
from across the atreet to Hockett's car, where ae talked. 
Kasper then ret  RCTQSE: bab aca o. 
“. 4 . “C: . “f ig 
Ly y ; eS . HED, 
ra Cs ps Nichols (ole te thige t rh | “S £ 
sean « Belmont hel Ge GB es ihe: ° *) 7 ge CL ay, 
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The Attorney General 


Lee was unable to recall whether Kasper or a fourth 
individual joined the caravan. He related that the caravan 
continued to Conmecticut Avenue, Northwest. He stated he 
did not recail when or where lott, the man in the red 
pickup truck, turned off of Connecticut Avenue. He said that 
en route Rowley told him they were going to burn crosses, the 
purpose being to demonstrate their objection to the Supreme 
Court's decision on integration. — 


Lee advised that Hockett, in his car, and Rowley 
and himself, in Rowley's car, drove to the Sheraton-Park Hotel 
and stopped. Lee related that he walked down the street from 
Rowley's car, and when he returned he observed two crosses 
burning on the property of the Sheraton-Park Hotel. He denied 
that he assisted in burning the crosses or that he had seen 
them prior to the time he observed them burning. He said that 
Rowley and himself drove to Virginia, where Rowley obtained 
another antomobile. Lee related that Rowley told him the group 
was to meet again at the American Legion Hall after the crosses 
were burned. After he and Rowley changed cars they returned 
to the Legion Hall, but no one else showed up. 


. Lee advised that on July 15, 1956, John Kasper came 
to his home and discussed the matter of eross burnings, but 
Lee refused to furnish details of this discussion other than 
to state that Kasper questioned him as to what happened. He 
said Kasper instructed him not to talk to the police or the 
FBI, and gave him the names of two attorneys to contact, whose 
names he only knew as Simmons and Hewlon. Lee advised tnat 
while Kasper was at his home, Hockett visited him, discussing 
the cross burnings in general, and instructing him not to . 

_ answer any inquiries for anyone. He said that the person he 
knew only as Elliott came to his house on July 2+, 1996, and 
informed him that Agents of this Bureau had talked with him, 


Throughout the interview Lee declined to furnish 
specifics, and stated the purpose of appearing for interview 
was to clarify his position, He said he had previously 
advised Agents that he had participated in the burning of 
erosses and that he now desired to state that he was duped 
into going along, and did not participate. During the inter- 
view Lee attempted to mislead interviewing Agents, and made 
false statements, some of which he retracted when his attention 
was calied to these false statements. 


The Attorney General 


Alex J. Henna, who now appears to be cooperating with 
Agents of our Washington Field Office, advised on August 1, 1956, 
that he will endeavor to obtain additional information from 
Lee, and will try to establish the identities of the persons 
who burned crosses at the residences of former Solicitor General 
Sobeloff and Justice Frankfurter. We will continue to main~ 
tain contact with Hanna, and you will be advised of any further 
developments. 


ec: leMr. William P. Rogers 
Deputy Attorney General 


ec: leAssistant Attorney General 
Warren Olney III 


NOTE; Information furnished to the Attorney Ge | 

neral, wit 
copies for Rogers and Olney, which is set out in this eee ae 
has ee to the Bureau in Washington Field airtel of : 


FD-72 
(3-9-54) 


. “‘FEDERAL @UREAU OF INVEMIIGATION 


rom mt at WASHINGTON FIELD 


REPORT MADE AT BATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


MADE . dek 
WASHINGTON FIELD ad. 3 1956 7/31;8/1/56 LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, Jr. (A). 


RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL | : 
CHIEF JUSTICE EARL. WARREN, ‘ET AL = VICTIN ASSAULTING FEDERAL. 
OFFICER 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


“ JOHN DAVID LEE denies bein member White Citizens Councils 
(WCC). Attended meeting 7/13/56, with ALEX J. HANNA and 
fwife. States HANNA left meeting early. and he arranged ride 

‘£ home through JOHN KASPER with RONALD ROWLEY. “States caravan 
' formed outside American Legion Hall consisting of station 
wagon driven by FRED HOCKEIT; red pickup truck driven by 

_(FNU) ELLIOTT and ROWLEY's car in which he was passenger. © . 

Caravan proceeded down Nichols Avenue, S.E., over llth Street, 
_S.E., Bridge where stopped for traffic light and KASPER 

apbenred and talked with HOCKETT. States ROWLEY told him 
ey were going to burn crosses to demonstrate objection to 

Supreme Court's decision on integration. States HOCKETT 

and: ROWLEY drove to Sheraton Park Hotel and he walked away 

and upon pees 3 noted two crosses burning. Denies 

participation or having seen crosses before. LEE ‘then 

drove to Virginia with ROWLEY, cars changed, and returned 

Legion Hall where ROWLEY had Said: group was going to meet 
; mee cross burning, but no one showed|up. States KASPER 

and HOCKETT came to his house 7/15/56, .and discussed cross 

burnings. LEE declined to furnish specifics. states told 

not to discuss matter and names’ of two!attorneys furnished — 

for-his assistance. LEE admits ELLIOTT visited him 

7/24/56, and said Agents had talked to him, LEE was 
. evasive and dhe will nonspecific throughout interview. ry WO 
HANNA er Be Li endeavor to obtain more information 
HOCKETT REPORTEDLY HAS TWO GERMAN ERS AND ‘ 
! IN ON OCCASION ACCORDINGL 
IDERED ee D) AND DANGERO és 


SIDERED ay 
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DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D, C, 


' Mr. ALEX J. HANNA, Temple Trailer Park, Alexandria, 
Virginia, advised SA LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, Jr., on July 31, 
1956, that he had been in contact with JOHN DAVID LEE and 
that he felt LEE was now in a position where he would be 
more cooperative with Bureau Agents and furnish them the 
benefit of his knowledge concerning the cross burnings. 


Mr, JOHN DAVID LEE was hed td dapatacany Mh contacted 
on July 31, 1956, by SA CHISHOLM and he agreed to come to 
the Alexandria Resident Agency on August 1, 1956, for an 

' interview. 


Mr. JOHN DAVID LEE, 428 North Peyton Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia, was interviewed at the Alexandria 
Resident Agency on August 1, 1956, by SAs JAMES F. DURKIN 
and LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, Jr. 


' At the outset of the interview LEE stated that — 
his purpose for coming in for the interview was to clarify 
‘his position. He related he had previously advised Agents 
;that he had participated in the cross burnings but had 
‘declined to furnish any specifics concerning this matter. 
LEE indicated he had been duped into going along with the 
cross burners but did not actually participate in the 
burnings. LEE pointed out that his wife and family had 
been very concerned and nervous about this incident and had 
urged him to reveal the part he played in the cross burnings 
to the proper authorities. 


Mr. LEE stated that on July 13, 1956, Mr. ALEX J. 
HANNA and his wife came to his home and invited him and 
his wife to go out and celebrate the HANNA's wedding 
anniversary. He related that HANNA told him of the meeting 
of the White Citizens Council (WCC) to be held that evening 
and indicated that they would attend the meeting first 
and then celebrate. He said his wife was not interested 
in attending the meeting because she was unable to get a 
baby sitter and told him to go ahead with the HANNAs. 
LEE denied that he was a member. of the WCC and stated he 
went to the WCC meeting with HANNA primarily to see how 
the organization functioned with view to possibly organizing 
a WCC in Alexandria, Virginia. 


Pe ae 
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LEE advised that during the course of the WCC 
meeting held at the American Legion Hall on Nichols Avenue, 
S. E., that evening,HANNA decided to leave before. the 
meeting ended and asked him if he was ready to go. He 

stated he told HANNA to go ahead and that he would find a 
way to get home. He said the: HANNAsthen left the meeting 
and were not seen again by him that night. At the conclusion 
of the meeting LEE went to JOHN KASPER,whom he had met about 
July 1, 1956, through ALEX HANNA, and asked him for a ride 
home to Virginia. He stated that KASPER told him that 
RONALD ROWLEY, who was also at the meeting,would give him 

a ride home. He indicated that he had not met ROWLEY 

prior to this occasion. He stated he got into ROWLEY's 

car with ROWLEY and drove to a gas station near the Legion 
Hall where ROWLEY purchased some gasoline. He and ROWLEY 
then drove back to the Legion Hall and upon their return 

a three vehicle caravan was formed which consisted of 

a station wagon operated by FRED HOCKETT whom he had met 


for the first time at the meeting; a red pickup truck 
driven by a Mr. (FNU) ELLIOTT, whom he had met with HANNA 


in Falls Church, Virginia, about rag! 1, 1956, and whom he 
understood lived in the vicinity of Falls Church, Virginia; 
and ROWLEY's car which was occupied by hm and ROWLEY. He 
stated the caravan proceeded down Nichols Avenue, S. E., 
and across the llth Street, S. E., Bridge, where it stopped 
for a traffic light approximately across from the Navy Yard 
and in front of a fishing tackle store. During this stop 
Mr. KASPER came up on foot to HOCKETT's station wagon and 
held a brief conversation with HOCKETT, not within hearing 
distance of LEE, and returned on foot across the street. 
LEE pointed out he was unable to see or determine which 
vehicle KASPER was driving or riding in. 


Inquiry was made by Agents at this time as to 
whether LEE was acquanted with EDGAR JOHNSTON and a picture 
of JOHNSTON was displayed to LEE, but he:deftied:either 
knowing JOHNSTON by name or from his picture. 


LEE stated he was unable to recall whether KASPER 
or a fourth vehicle joined the caravan at this point but 
that it possibly could have been ahead of them. He stated 
the caravan proceeded across town to Connecticut Avenue, 

N. W., and that while proceeding to Connecticut Avenue, 
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ROWLEY told him they were going to burn some crosses and 

that he interposed no objection nor made any effort to 

leave the group. He stated ROWLEY told him the purpose of 
the burning of the crosses was to demonstrate their 

objection to the Supreme Court's decision on integration. 

LEE related the caravan proceeded down Connecticut Avenue 

and tht up to this point from time to time he had seen 

the red pickup truck. However, sometime before the station 
wagon which he and ROWLEY were following down Connecticut 
Avenue, turned right on Woodley Road, the red pickup truck 
driven by ELLIOTT had left the caravan. He stated he and 
ROWLEY followed HOCKETT and his station wagon down Connecticut 
Avenue to a point where they turned right on Woodley Road 

in front of the Sheraton Park Hotel. He stated HOCKETT 
pulled his station wagon up and double parked behind some’ = 
other vehicle and that ROWLEY backed into the curb and parked. 
Upon parking the vehicle ROWLEY got out of the drivenienke. — 
side and started to cross Woodley Road toward the front of 
the Sheraton Park Hotel. LEE states he got out of the 
passenger's side and started to follow ROWLEY but when he 

got to the middle of Woodley Road, le turned back across 

the street to ROWLEY's car and stood on the sidewalk 

looking away from the Hotel entrance. He, therefore 

pointed out that he did not see the crosses being carried 

to the front of the Hotel; did not see them being set up; 

did not see who set them up, and first saw the crosseSis. 
after they had been ignited and were burning. LEE: stressed 
at this point that when the crosses were burning this is 

the first time he had seen them and was unaware how they had 
been transported to tle scene, and further that he had not 
abe any thing which resembled a cross in any of the other 
vehicles. 


He stated HOCKETT apparently left the Hotel and 
departed in his station wagon as he did not see him again 
that evening. He stated ROWLEY anqiired of him as to the 


best route to take to get back to Virginia. LEE suggested 
that ROWLEY continue on Woedley Road in the direction his 
car was facing, to turn on to Garfield Street, N. W., and 
eventually via Wisconsin Avenue, to cross Key Bridge into 
Virginia, which they did. They drove to a White Tower 
Restaurant in Clarendon, Virginia, where they purchased 
some food. He stated ROWLEY then drove to what apparently 
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was his home in ‘apeineeen. Virginia, and changed automobiles 
having told him that the group planned to meet back at the 
American Legion Hall after the crosses were burned. LEE 
related he was unaware as to why ROWLEY changed cars and 

did not ask about it. He statec he and ROWLEY then drove 
back to Wasnington, D. C., where they stopped at a seafood 
place on Maine Avenue, S. W.,ijand had some beer. LEE pointed 
out that this was the only alcoholic beverage he had consumed. 
during the course of the evening and that he and ROWLEY then 
returned to the Legion Hall but were unable to locate any 

of the members of the group. He stated ROWLEY then drove him 
back to Alexandria, Virginia, where he let him out approximately 
one block from his home. LEE pointed out that he read about 
the cross burnings in the Washington Post on auty 14, 1956. 

He stated this was the first time that he had full knowledge 
as to where the crosses had been burned and that he did; 

not know who was responsible for the burning of :the® crosses 
at FRANKFURTERS or SOBELOFF's residences but that he did 
recall all of the names including WARRENSand LEHMANs being 
mentioned by ROWLEY. 


LEE related that the next happening in the sequence 
of events occurred when he was interviewed on July 14, 1956, 
by FBI Agents. He related that on July 15, 1956, JOHN KASPER 
came to his home and discussed the cross burnings with him fr 
approximately thirty minutes, LEE was very evasive at this 
oint and declined to furnish details of the discussion he 
ad with KASPER other than to point out that KASPER queried 
hii as to what had happened. He stated HASPER told him not 
k to the police-or FBI and gave him the names of two 
attorneys whom he-could contact. These names were (FNU) 
As EWLON and (FNUY7SINMONS. LEE related that while KASPER 
“was there HOCKETT came in and also discussed the cross 
burnings in general and told him not to answer any inquiries 
for anyone and to get in touch with one or the other of 
the two ae bed be named by KASPER. LEE was once again:ivery 
evasive and declined to furnish the full particulars of his 
discussion with HOCKETT. He did point out that he believed 
HOCKETT and KASPER had not come to his house together because 
they were in separate vehicles. 


'’ LEE-stated that Mr. ELLIOTT came to his house on © 
July 24, 1956, and visited with him for approximately 
forty-five minutes. He stated ELLIOTT told him he had talked 
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with Bureau Agents and inquired of .s}BY as to where he 

could contact Mr. NEWLON, one»of the attorneys. He said 

that ELLIOTT told him that the Bureau jAgents had requested 

to make pictures of him, his truck, aad a circular saw, 

but that he had refused to permit them to obtain such 

pictures, LEE once again was very evasive and did not disclose 
the nature of the specifics discissed at this meeting. ; 


ie During the entire interview, LEE was evasive, 
vague, and tached ts fell back on such\phrases as "I told- 
you all I. know or "I can't remember," or "that's possible," 
when he Was pressed for details of what he did, what he 
saw, and what was discussed among the group participating 
in the cross burnings. He advised that he was not afraid 
oF ony member of the group, and: had not been intimidated by 
then. . at: 


- ALEX J. HANNA advised SA CHISHOLM on August 1, 
1956, after LEE was interviewed by Agents that he would 
endeavor to obtain more information from LEE and will try 
to establish who burned the crosses at SOBELOFF's and 
FRANKFURTER's homes. HANNA related he is confident that 
LEE possesses such information. 


Detective Sergeant J. Y. CHENNAULT, Metropolitan 
Police Department, Washington, D. C., advised SA CHISHOLM 
on July 31, 1956, that FRED HOCKETT appeared in Municipal 
Court for the District of Columbia, on July 31, 1956, 
on the charge of operating a vehicle with improper license 
plates and told the Court that he had come to Washington, 
D. C. from Florida and was actually a resident of Florida. 
CHENNAULT related that HOCKETT stated he made his home 
principally at a trailer camp on Lawler Road and Columbia 
Pike, Laurel, Marylani. CHENNAULT stated that HOCKETT 
further advised the Court that he was in Washington, D. C., 
only for the purpose of settling“an estate. CHENNAULT . 
stated that Judge GEORGE NEILSON dismissed the case against 
HOCKETT on the basis thai he had reasonable doubt as to 
whether HOCKETT had violated the provisions of th local 


Will maintain contact with Mr. ALEX J.- 
HANNA, Temple Trailer Park, Alexandria, 
Virginia, with view to posse obtaining 

a full statement from the subject, JOHN LEE. 


2. Will maintain contact with the United States 
Attorney to obtain a final opinion with 
regard to this investigation. 


REFERENCE: Report of SA LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, Jr., at 
Washington, D. C., dated 7/30/56. 
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Office Mem#indum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


! DIRECTOR, FBI | B: 8/15/56 


RONALD SUGENE BOWLIRY et al. 
Chief Justice HARUWARREN et al. - VICTIMS 
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICERS 


Relet of WFO to Bureau dated 7/27/56. soy 


On 7/31/56 the information that certain members of the White! 
Citizens Council were talking about slashing tires and 
putting sugar in the gasoline tanks of Negroes! automobiles 
in the Washington area, was furnished to the Police of the 
Maryland County in the Washington Suburban area. Captain 
CHARLES THCMSON, NA, Prince Georges County PD, advised by 

SA FRANCIS X. JAHN and Inspector CARROLL MILLER, NA, Mont- 
gomery County, °D, was advised by SA LEROY W. GRiEN. 


In re laboratory report dated 7/15/56, the last paragraph 
reflects that the remains of burned crosses delivered to the 4. 
lab, four (4) from the WFO, and one (1) from the Baltimore 
office were being retained until called for by representatives 
of WFO and Baltimore. 


On-s7/18/56 while talking to the victim, Mrs. DOUGLAS KING on 


. &nother matter, it was determined by SA FRANCIS X. JAHN that 


she has,no desire for the exhibit obtained at her residence 
to be. returned to her. 

On 6/3/86 Lt. EARL HUBER, Pringe Georges County, PD, stated 
he knew no. reason why the burned crosses obtained from 

Mrs. KING ‘should be held for evidence and he mew of no 
contempiated state prosecution. 


Accordingly, it is suggested however, that when a decision 

is reached 4s to the ultimate disvosition to be made with 

the charred remains of the five burned crosses in this case, 
that all five of them be disposed yof: at the same time by WFO 
or the lab. 


There being no remaining. investigation to be conducted by 
the Baltimore Office, at this time, this case is being marked 
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“Office nal enovandunt * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


: Mr. Tolson eo pats July 27, 1956 


Toises —_.__ 
room : UL. B. Nichols \w// , 7 


be ee Mason 
supyect: HONORABLE SAMUEL RAYBURN | oo = aa 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 
CROSS BURNING ON LAWN OF HOME TION — \ Nense aNd 
Tele. Roce DY : 
With 's memorandum of July 27, Se 
reporting the call of stating she had the names of two b7D 
suspects if we would investigate the case, I wish to advise that I talked to Ye 
% 


I told her that we are keeping in close touch with the situation 
in Bonham regarding the cross burning at the Speaker's home and that so far >) 
it would not appear there was jurisdiction but we are keeping in close touch yg n 
with the local authorities. 


She stated that she had a few ideas that she would like to pass on ’ D 3 
confidentially as "local atmosphere." By way of background, she stated that Ny I" . 


there has been considérable criticism of Rayburn by Southern congressmen it ae 
for letting the Civil Rights Bill come up and also for not signing the manifesto. 2, 
She stated that one cf the chief lobbyists for the White Citizens Councils is ey 
Howard "Slim" Suttle who lives at the LaSalle Apartments in Washington. She A 


did not think that Suttle was a legitimate newspaperman. She knew he was down 
in that part of the country. She called his wife this morning. His wife told her 
that Suttle was at Monroe, Louisiana. She a Fo. s j a down there helping 
to organize the White Citigens Councils. cel 


There is another individyal known tis : Hf EPR : 
lives in Kilgore, Texas, who is‘anseil may and whort 
personally. Suttle amd Long worked together and she thinks at, if we would 
check up on Suttle and Long, wisinigh : ted tit theaah em in the background some place 
in the cross burning. She stated that the j in Sherman, Texas, are very 


? 
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much aroused over the integration situation, that they are a "bunch ‘of hotheads" 

and it would be a simpie matter for Suttle or Long to organize individuals in 

Sherman to go over to Bonham. Y 

Ghe stated tat one of F ay Du Pot e et a pe ING PE ee 
. ony gat ‘ar 


Sherman, 


88 ybody 


Ee opdiinetiien ie So 


She is not so certain but that Slim" Suttle might be back of the 
cross burnings in Washington at Chief Justice Warrgn's andi Judge Sobeloff's 


cer - Mr. Boardman 


homes. I usked her if she had any precise information. She saia tha’ she uid 
not, that she just thinks that way and she does not trust him. Sne stated that 
recently Suttle had jumped her about some of her articles and told her how the 
White Citizens Councils were being organized. She finally concluded thiut, 
while she thought Suttle would be capable of something like this, she has no 


infor volved but that we might just check to see. In other 
words s in a feud with Suttle and she does not like his 
activities. oe 


b7D 


/ ‘susyecr: . RONALD’ ‘BUGENE’ ROY RT AL 


“of the pamphlet recently distributed by JOHNY 
| Of the White Citizens Councils to the Gran 
He stated that as an excuse to-present it to ‘the Grand Jury - 


| would. be. called. ‘béfore- the. Grand Jury and it was hoped that he 


-- pamphlet. recently prepared and distributed by ‘KASPER and thers® 
- ‘at Alexandria. and: Charlottesville,: Virginia. If. this would. occur, © 
‘ . then there would: per a definite. charge which could be utilized for 
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CHIEF JUSTICE EARIMWARREN, ET AL - ‘VICTIMS . 
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER’, 
(WFO 89-42) © 


"| WHITE CITIZENS COUNCILS, OF D. C., aka 
INTERNAL SECURITY = X | AED 
(Bufile 100-423395), ronon CATE 


7 ALLAN 

piste Tae aa ~ WERELNL Sake “nee oy, L . : 
eee a ates ae 

OLIVER DIBBLE: of ihe epartment. calle 


to take the cross buxnings case and the prin ng and publication | sy 
SPER and others,/ ox 
ury “on 9/11/56. Poe a 


they were considering Section 1461; which relates to the mailing t 
of obscene or-inciting material. “Section 1507, which relates to .— 
picketing or. parading ‘to ‘influence Courts: or judges, and als Se 
Section 875, “which. relates to interstate ‘communication. of * 


‘threatening: ‘communications, all. set’ out in: ‘Title 18 of Ghegoge.  Y 


~ a a 


“Mr; DIBBLE: also: made tetereice to Section Bbek sake 


, Sectioi* 1503, but’ he - apparently dismissed. these. as nag in ay oY 
papaner aoe <7. A ak ae as fe. . 


_ : He indicated. that: ‘he. mented Sa Sa) ‘LESLIE B? CHISHOLM 

‘and: SA- “RICHARD B.. LAVIN..to appear before the Grand duryas it: El 
appeared. that ‘they are completely conversant with all Yamifications Q 
of this matter. He: was: informed that these» two zoned would ‘be. A 


available if Recomsary. 


: “A, 
‘Mr. ‘DIBBLE “remarked. that it was. ‘enned ‘that KASPER = : 


would ‘commit perjury; for example, that he would deny that: he 
‘had any part in the printing, publication; or distribution of the’ 


2 
7 


a 
* yectoram, copy 


af 
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*< go: DIRECTOR, .F FBI Rh a were pos ee .. 
RE: RONALD. EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL - tees ~~ 
|, CHIEF. JUSTICE EARL- WARREN, ET AL = VICTIMS | 
ARO 


“Froin the remarks of Mr. ‘DIBBLE, it did not appear 


that: he expécted any indictment to be returned for violations ..- =« 


of, Say: of The Beretotore, listed. ‘Sections of Title 18. 


ue 7 ee 2 2 otic 
i ae ah. 


Lee was’ named by Ronald Rowley as 1 ine a 
‘participant in the cross@yraings: at the 
Sheraton Park Hotel on e y morning of 
| 7/14/56. On interview of 7/1/56 Lee admitted . 
being member of the White Citizens Council and. 
that he participated in the burnihgs af the 
Sheraton Park Hotel but declined to identity’ 


his” associates. 
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a 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
“© "UL, 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
| JUL 16 1956 | 


“| TELETYPE: Mr. Winterrowd. | 
; Tele. Room___. } 
- a, i ie Hollomay 
1246-56 TX 5409 PM — Fe 
RECTOR, FBI ‘AND: -SAC WASHINGTON FIELD URGENT 
eo 7.2) 
RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, JOHN DAVID. LEE, UNSUB PAREN ONE END 
‘GY Bek Sie p 
PAREN, CHIEF JUSTICE FARL WARREN, ET AL, VICTIMS, ASSAULTING oA HY 


AS FEDERAL OFFICER. RE PHONE CALL SAC LAUGHLIN, WFO, TO. 


ALEXANDRIA RESIDENT, AGENCY TODAY REQUESTING INTERVIEW Ae 
SUBJECT LEE, LEE CONTACTED WHEN HE RETURNED HOME AT FOUR a 
FIFTY PeMey: AT WHICH TAME HE DECLINED INTERVIEWED, 
lanswer A ANY QuEstiems, Oar COOPERATE FURTHER WITH acca Sle-§9 
his 9 GR 8 
oe 
- END AND ACK ‘PLS. 


14 JUL 201956" 
ee 


Poca eae 


ae- INVESTICATIVE Diniston/ 


“UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


ow DIRECTOR, FBI oot ee ee “DATE: 10/30/56, 


= ste, Fo 69- 2) 


RONALD ane ET AL. 
CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN , ET ive VECTINS , 
ASSAULTING. FEDERAL’ OFFICER 
oe, chy 
In accordance: with SAC Levver No. 56-51 - 
“dated 1.9/25/56, ‘there is submitted the following data: 


(A) BRIEF, STATEMENT OF- FACTS: 


7 ~ The Pere was. obtained at time that J 

“five crosses were burned in front of residences of. 
- ~ iChief Justice: EARL WARREN, Senator HERBER 4 2HMAN, 

“ “Associate,, Jsustice ‘FRANKFURTER and Judge” OBE LOFF. 
-sTn front of some of the ‘crosses ‘were placed signs: ag 
_. designating the. identity of the person. for whom the. : 

_ cross. was.burned.. .:The five crosses were submitted to ‘the. Aes 
oe ee FBI Laboratory for: examination. | 


“Q), DESCRIPTION OF. THE BYIDENCE:- 


Five wooden crosses Br. ens made of a. by QM. 
slumber. - 
. Three hard. “board signs. 
Ve eOne- metal. oa a 


ae mateniad. was, (eeiaed as Wevidonee: in n this _ se 
‘case. “and is being held on“instructions of. Ue oe BECOREGY.. - 
~until appren: Lave: disposition. of unis case. 


“(Dy STATEMENT. OF. RULING OF U. ‘3. ATTORNGY: 


7 MUSA: FREDERICK co SMITHSON savisad orally on: 
eke eee he desgired evidence. described herein be::. 
retained until ‘such time: as. case is concluded. The- 

_ evidence was turned over to. Deputy.U. S.. Marshal. 

- CHARLES H. WARD after. consultation - with. end ee 
“WAS optained » from AUSA SMITHSON. 


y Bureau hoe 
WFO a oe 
we BSARERK +e a 
ac So 


ae Nove 650° : ues 


cee a ; 


WFO .98-42. 


; < (2) EDBVELNEcarzoM. oF U. S. MARSHAL: 


“Deputy - Ue Ow Marshal CHARLES’ H. WARD ‘has been se 
" sdyteea of the U.S. Attorney's opinion and is holding the 
ees cc aun te! Wee ene 
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ae ae “WW FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION” 
ha ce UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | oe | 


Laboratory. Work Sheet 


: i > : . 
: Walter Kugene Rowley, Subject File # ro YIb or ‘ 
Uhsubs, Lab. # PC- 45544 BX 


Féliz Frankfurter, #arl Warren, — I£ 
Hebert Eehman, Simon Sobeloff, <4 CC 
Mrs. Douglas King, Victims - GR. 
Assaults Federal Officers, Mise. e¢ 

Examination requested by: WFO Sac Ey oc. Ce : 


ee Baltimore,: 
Date of reference communication: Personal delivery Date received: Pel dn56 
SAs Wolter Heucke,Eeo I, Prosise,Paul £rtzinger(#FO) 


'_ Examination requested: SA Francis X. Jahn (BA) fe 


Result of Examination: Tika < Spevtive Examination by: Fiéater 
Reserrd , Ch my heat . Se E' Italien 
; 4 panies 

Ino ; : Donaldson 


oe ition’ nt to: mmisinun ° AMP TG 
ga Wooden eross recovered d tabronedp hone _ of Feltz Fran urtgr, Sn 
seen * ooh atitad,, “oer 


3 ji " " ee a. 
_ 7 4 7) 7 aa ; 3 ee seciinerebweses 2 Sateen —aaaet 3 cBper et Park Fark Hotel | ae 
gq s- fe seb be | ae ‘ ot J 5 hp - Gouglas King 
@6 ree Sign bearing tnoortption. "= SOBELOFF JEW" 
= : : a Ri EARLE WARREN NIGGER LOVER! 


Hoth, ioctaiemmaeertnemtanet 


See N ANREP AE ENO Haniceane tine, 


co | hae ae : reais le 
Fane - AU So ph Mis Llamebd tin Grete)» 


Cross pacee | Plat svat byp 8 Oa 


i ott VPRO ete 


——[ — tn vedpe baad Z 9) CIS side 


ka fala = 352-389 Ma is, eu pts row. a os 2 hed # er 


a ary) 1B 7 
Rae 


; ea 
~ Uneawe Mom aes Ee oy ak Oe? maces 


? 7 ae 
ar Tene 


_ stk ne S¢ bend a 


_ No eerie x , 
1. (Fabhe with wpe it 


ite somal, pad Meth Gila (onal) } fe 


FS ata ae AE a EE Re ee 


i ttt ee es 


AOS rye Wy vis iy a ae 


ee reece SO (1 Dr ee 
arene i. Ls PES ep ere, 


re err 


j 


ba FEDERAL BUREAU OF xo 
‘UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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gy on a8 = 216 RY po . 
ire. Dousten King, Victine - mice - 
Assault of-Federal Officers; Mises mo 


Sxamination requested by: PFO Sac 
ce Baltimore, Met PD 


; Ly . 
Date of reference communication: Personal del tvery af reBived: Pel 4-56 


SA Walter Heucke,Eeo 2, Prostee Paul Ertzinge "O) 
Examination ‘requested: SA Braneta X, Jahn (BA) 2 Paul Ertztnger(HFO) - 


Result of Examination: .— an Examination by: Frazter 


Specimens submitted for examination 


ow 
Wooden ‘oross recovered peices Ss 2 Of FelLtzs Frankfurter, Gow § A. 


QE 
s it , 
: = moti = y. Sheraton Park Hotel Stan © 


crite &9 


# " ” "  " Mrs. Douglas Kin 
Hasonite etgn bearing tnsertptton "he SOBELOFF vent’ 
ef . a" . "EARLE WARREN NIGGER LOVER" 
|. “HERBERT LERMAK Jey 


¢ ~ ab SA Watts fo 
aan eta 7 7 34 A nt Maa 
not SAs Lea £ Pevrevie aud Pork Rgigen 


@ 
g 
q 
@ 
@ 
g 
g 
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ms) 
Qs- 
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Laboratory Work Sheet 


File # et. ei: © 


gene soniey, Subject 


ras  Oppiesre, iiee. 
Examination requested by: ere Bae 
Son sinore, Hut #2 Faaies 0 Reived: 


Date of reference communication: Pe ‘ i Galt Polen 


aa verter sennke ao 2, Pr 
a ~ ead) oetee, Paul Breainger(#P0} 


Examination mequenteds &s & 


ae Result of Examination:. a ee — Examination by: Frasier 


e 


2 BNA HA tw to 


near te Hac 7 a Park foted, lheun O 


XZ) Rhy hy 


Meta Rod Sound ab Shenk ae ea 


7 ‘spproxtaately five cuble centineters, er one sixth of an eunee, of 


a mixture of flenmable petroleum hydrecarbens were removed fron portions: 
_£ ca 
of the cotton batting on the crosses listed as: (prone aa ae 


removed from 
No flemmble fluid was frxxd ta the cotton on the crosses listed as 


Autres Bodoos | ‘The absence of any flemnable 
fluid in these specimens does not oe colGae the possibility thet it 
was present at the tine of the burnings The fliuids used te initiate 


their 
and accelerate burning because of ths ready flemmbility are usually 


destroyed in the initial stages ef a fire, It was not possible te 


-identify the specifie grade of petroleum hydrocarbons removed from 


seBbs hus’? Lor Sais because of the very limited 


snounts found present. The standerdé teste used to identify the 


petroleum 
vir toie grades of ever ocer bene require emountea of specinens far in 


excess: of the quantities found in the sotto on these iteme The 


oder of theg flammable fluids removed fromt hese: itens suggested p, nemever, 
or light fuelLerk® 
thet merenens see ugaa the fluid used, 
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Laboratory Work Sheet 


Re: Walter Bugene fowley, | _. File # Bl | “ 
mises, een nuley, Sunjeot Fl 1 Sie ieee 


lire. 5 baie ving, "¥ Zine. Me 
Assault of Federal Officers, Wee. 


‘Examination requested by: BPO Sac 


' Date ‘of reference comminicetton nes ; eerie seteltrivea: 


qs 
@ 
@: 
q- 
q 
2 
- 
q ¢ 


tinore; | 
<<. ae 
84 Falter x . 

Examination requested: SA Brancte erahee Frestee, Foul, bvtzinger( IP) 


Result of Examination: oo . Examination by: a 

AA ittaS ton — 
Goraley 
Honsidsen 


_ Specimens submitted for examination 


roan oross ‘Pecovered tngront. 2 of home of Peliz Frankfurter 


bea a , a 


a oa 
* ira. Douglee Kita 
Masonite sign. bearing ineortption “ince a Jee" 


” @ .. « rea 
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Laboratory Work Sheet 


Date of reference communic Date received: 


ee Saitinere, #et FD Fash. Dee 
Pereenal dai ivory 


oi. 
roots of Braninacion: Sf false Reeehe, Lee F."trgees dna sréetager( ero 


: Pieobins 
Aosanlt af Federal ¢ stones iifaes 


Examination requested: 


Specimens submitted for examination 


= Heeden eress Fecuvered ta/ront fl home af Felts Fraankfarter 
¥ Ghevaten Park sotel 


5a fe 2 aes, sougiae zing 
Masonite ston se aad snscrt ption ae SOBSLOYF Jé 


ae EARLE FABRIN BIOGLA LOVER" 
| SERBSRT LEBER SEY" 


A atake. Line C. Mee one 
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Office Memorandum - - UNITED D STATE GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 12/21/56: 


2 : DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM :. i. SAC, WO (89-42) 
eee ee ne 4 . 
. i Jee oe. : ae Gf 
suByecY: } 4 RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL i a 
. “4 CHIEF JUSTICE FARIZWARREN, ET AL. - VIOTINS // af 
rc OFF ICER Be 


neuer oes ; 


; Rerep SA LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, Washington, De sCc% 
‘dated 12/21/56 » and WFO letter to Bureau dated 10/30/56. 


ate - It is to be noted in referenced report that the 
‘USA, Washington, D. C., advised disposition of the evidence. 
collected in this case should not be.made without ee 
Dene approval. 


“It is suggested the Bureau contact the Department ee 
and determine when disposition of the evidence in this case \ \ 
can be made. The evidence is described in referenced letter | \ 
and is presently in custody of the U. 8S. Marshal, Washington, \ . 

~D. C. The Bureau may consider it. advisable to have the 
Devartment notify the U. S. Marshal when disposition can be 
made of the evidence. 


(2) - Bureau 
Ll = WFO 
LBC:cea 
(3) 


’ 99. 1 SIb- g a 


iO DEC 2 1958 


Mens ee ot 3 cen 


7 ox PARKED - 


o 


_ CB:idlg (4). 


SAC, Washington Pield (9-42) rt © Jawaiey 9, 2957. f 
‘Director, rBI (89-816)— 4 was 
wus EUGENE setae: BT AL.; 
CHIEF JUSTICK EARL WARREN, ET AL. - VICTIMS 
_ ASBAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER ¥ 


- Reurlet 12/21/56, aa report of SA Leslie B. 


Chisholm, Jr., dated 12/21/56, in captioned matter, 


You. should contact AUSA Frederick G. Saithson 
and suggest that he take up with the Department the 


. disposition to be made of the evidence in this case, 


namely the five charred crosses presently in custody. 


| of the U. 8. Marshal, MASDLBETONs Bd. Cc. 


fe 4 . oy 
| yan” 1957, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Investigative Period 


12/12/56 


Date 


Office of Origin 


Reporting Office 


WASHINGTON FIELD 
TITLE OF CASE 


12/21/56 


Report made by Typed By: 


LESLIE B, CHISHOLM, JR. 
“CHARACTER OF CASE 


cea 


RONALD sobs ET AL , 
CHIEF JUSTICE aaa WARREN , ET AL 
VICTIMS 


Ph/ 


ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER 


Synopsis 
AUSA FREDERICK G. SMITHSON advised 12/12/56, he cootings | ae 
paceecu co regard to instant case, 


~C- 
DETAIES: AT WASHINGTON D.C. 


Assistant United States Attorney FREDERICK G. SMITHSON 
advised SA LESLIE B, CHISHOLM on December 12, 1956, that the 
United: States Attorney's Office, Washington, D, C., had de- 
cided to decline prosecution with regard to the subjects of this 
investigation. Mr. SMITHSON stated the reasons for the declina- 
tion were that the case lacked prosecutive merit and might only 
serve to martyrize the actions of the subjects with certain of 
their more fervent supporters, 


pra ‘Mr. SMITHSON stated a letter was being forwarded to 

at neh the Department of Jystice advising them of the opinion of the 
a United States Attorney's Office and that unless contrary instruc- 

typ tions were received, his office was ereeine its file in this 


matter, 


Approved. Mes ge a 
ras eK L~ fT) 
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USA, qastineten: D.C, 
(attention: AUSA FREDERICK G. 


SMITHSON) 
1 - Richmond (105-632) (INFO) 
RP - BaLttAdrs2lINFo) 
1 - Washington Field (89-2) 
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in Charge 
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Inquiry was made of Mr, SMITHSON as to thé disposition 
to be made of the evidence collected in this case some of which 
is presently in the custody of the United States Marshal, Mr. 
SMITHSON advised that the evidence cannot be disposed of at this 
time in view of the fact the Department of Justice may subse- 
quently decide to take action against the subjects and use 
this case in showing a conspiracy. Mr. SMITHSON advised that }. 
permission to dispose of the evidence should be obtained fron / 


the Department of Justice. 


= oe 


WFO 89-l2 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
Qne copy of this report is being submitted to 


both the Baltimore and Richmond Divisions in view of their 
interests in this case and the White Citizens Councils. 


REFERENCE 


Report of SA LESLIE B. CHISHOLM dated 
August 3, 1956, at Washington, PD. C. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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_"- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SOUSTUIay oeFiCe ? airice of Origin . 
«aSSHINGUON FIELD ASHINGTON PISLD 


> 


Investigative Period 


_ 12/12/56 


Report made by 


IRSLTE B, CHISHOLM, JR, can 
“CHARACTER OF CASE z 


TITLE OF CASE Typed By: 


RONALD 2UGIN ROWIOY, EY AL 
CHIP JUSTICE EARL WARREN, BT AL eek Sa | 
VICTINUS _ | ASSAULRING PEDSRAL OFPICSR 


Synopsis: 


AUSA FREDURICK G, SMITHSON advised 12/12/86, ho declines 
prosecution with regard to instent cage. 


wo» € ~ 
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. ¢. 


. Assistent United States Attorney FREDSRICE G, SNITHSON 
advised £4 LESLIE B. CHISHOLM on Decexber 12, 1956, that the 

United States Attorney's Cffiee, Washington, D, C., had dew 

sided to decline proesscution with regard to the subjects of this 
investigation, Myr. SMITHSON steted the reasona for the declina- | 
tion were thet tho case lacked prosecutive nerit and wight only 

serve te nartyrize the actions of the subjects with oortain of 

their sore fervent supporters. 


Mm. SMITHSON stated a letter was being forwarded to. 
the Department of Jystice advising. then of the opinion of the 
United States Attorney's Gffice and that unlesa contrary inatruc- 
yes were. received, his office was closing ite file in this 
MALLE? » , . ; 


Approved , te cance a Do not write in spaces below 


Copies made: 


(3) Bureau oe 4 
il ~ USA, Washington, BD. Cy, 7 
(‘ttention: jUSA FREDERICK G, 
SEITHSON) ay 
1 » Riehmond (105-632) (INFO). 
1-Baltimore (INFO) - 
1 - Washington Field (89-l2) 
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Inquiry was made of Kr, SMITHSOY as to the disposition 
to be made of the evidence. collected tn this case some of which 
is presently in the custody of the United States Marshal, My. 


‘SMITHSON advised that the evidence cannot be disposed of at this 


time in view of the fact the Tepartment of custice may subse~- 
quently deside to tate action ageinst the sub‘ects and use 

this case in showing a conspiracy, Er, SMITHSON advised that 
pernisasion te dispose of the evidence should be obtained from 


the Department of Justice, 


a Om 
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ADMIN ISTRATIV:: 


One copy of this report is betng submitted to 
both the Raltimore and Richmond Divisions in view of their 
interests in this ease and the White Citizens Councils. 

RIPIRINCE 


Report of fA LESLIE B, CHISHOIM dated 
August 3, 1956, at Washington, D. Cc. 
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"ANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office — <7 ° UNITED — » GOVERNMENT 


TO Oo: lian FBI (89-816) ? pate: 1/2/57 


FROM den 3 WFO (89-12) 


a 

SUBJECT: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL.; 
CHIEF JUSTICE RARKAWARREN, ET AL-VICTIMS 
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER 


SR ee 


: mi i 


Rebulet 1/9/57. 


AUSA FREDERICK G. SMITHSON confidentially advised SA LESLIE Be 
CHISHOLM on 1/21/57 as follows: 


He participated in a discussion of the facts of this case with 
the then Acting Attorney General WARREN OLNEY III in Aygust, 1956. Mr. 
OLNEY at that time stated he would advise the USA, Washington, D. C., 
whether or not any further action should be taken in this jurisdiction 
but that as of that time it appeared there would be no federal prosecution. 
The matter was left that should Mr. OLNEY's opinion be reversed the USA's 
Office would be so informed. 


Mr. SMITHSON advised the USA's Office took it upon itself to 
render a final prosecutive opinion insofar as this jurisdiction was con- 
cerned; however, he pointed out that the Department might desire at some 
future date to take some form of action, pssibly charging the subjects 
with a conspiracy; therefore, he suggested the Department be consulted 
as to the disposition to be made of the evidence. SMITHSON stated the 
Department was advised of the position taken by the USA's Office, 
Washington, D, C., and nothing further has been heard from them. 


SMITHSON stated he does not désire to further communicate 
with the Department concerning this matter inasmuch as he considers the 
matter closed insofar as his office is concerned. It is pointed out for 
the information of the Byreau that Mr. SMITHSON is highly cooperative 


with the Bureau, but appears not to desire _to pursue this matter, further. 


It is suggested the Bureau direct a letter to the Department 
referring to the USA's opinion, set forth in the report of SA LESLIE B. 
CHISHOLM, Washington, D, C., dated 12/21/56, and point out that insofar 
as the Bureau is concerned the matter is closed; further that it be 
pointed out that certain evidence obtained in this case, namely the charred 
crosses, are in possession of the U. S. Marshal, Washington, D, C., and 


mV te 
ee EX 168 
* 2/— Bureau 
1 = WFO 
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WFO 89-2 


that the Department advise the U. S. Marshal when disposition can be made 


If this course of action is taken, the WFO can then 


advise the U. S. Marshal and the Bureau will be relieved of the responsibility 
in this matter. 


of these crosses. 


one 


A‘ RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL.;_ 


> 
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_ Assistant Attorney General January 31, 1957 


7 responsibility in this matter. 


7 ee, ce L rm NK 


Warren Olney III 


Director, FBI 
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CHIEF JUSTICE KARL WARREN, ET AL. - VICTINS 
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER 


Reference is made to the report of Special 
Agent Leslie B. Chisholm, Jr., dated December 21, 1556, ° 
in captioned matter, a copy of which was previously. 
furnished to you. 
oa 
Instant report reflects that Assistant 
States Attorney Frederick G. Smithson hag ége 
decline prosecution with regard to the .g@piaj: 
investigation. In view of Mr. Smithson!s:.d@e Z 
further investigation is being conducted’: me. on Bureau. 


It would be appreciated if you would advise the 
United States Marshal, Washington, D. C., when disposition 
may be made of the evidence obtained in this matter, namely, 
the five charred crosses, which are presently in the custody 
_of the United States Marshal, Washington, BD. C. 


“> Oc: 1 = Washington Field 


NOTE SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD: Advise the United States Marshal 
Office that the Department has been requested to advise them 


when disposition may be made of the evidence in this case. 


NOTE: Assistant United States Attorney Smithson, who is highly 
cooperative with the Bureau, advised on January 31, 1957, that, 
while he took it upon timself to render a finai prosecutive 
opinion in captioned case, he felt the Department at some 

future date might desire to charge the subjects with a conspiracy 
(in connection with their activities us members of the White 
Citizens Council). Mr. Smithson therefore suggested that the 
Department be consulted as to the disposition of the evidence, 
namely, the five charred crosses. Washington Field suggests 
that since Mr. Smithson considers the matter closed and is not 
himself desirous of pursuing with the Department the matter 
of the disposition of the evidence that the Bureau direct a 
letter to the Department requesting them to advise the lniteg 
States Marshal, Washington, D. C., as to whan disposition ma 
made of the evidence, thus relieving the Bureau of the 
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"FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
_ Ts CASE ORIGINATED at "WASHINGTON FIELD 
rar "REPORT MADE AT ae? aor, rae Y DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR anlint WADE REPORT MADE BY e Pe 
" , WASHINGTON: FIELD . 7/21/56 7/19, 20/56 LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, ., S oe 
“RONALD EUGENE "ROR ET. AL". ’ Deg aout Ee “ASSAULTING ‘FEDERAL 


‘CHIEF JUSTICE EAl WARREN ET AL. | OFFICER 
VICTIMS | Ea rare | . 


| SYNOPSIS. OF FACTS: 


<a Subject. JOHNSTON, Me: “gna. lies. ALEX J. HANNA, “EDWARD | ‘Le ey, es ee 

"= STROHECKER | interviewed with negative results except. that. ae 
_ STROHECKER advises ‘that subject ROWLEY had admitted to ee 

him that he had participated in the burning. of ‘the sromeess 


» . persons’. ttending meeting night “of “13/56. Both’ ‘gtate | . 
.. they: have no. information ‘concerning = burning of crosses. ee 
.,, Neighborhood investigation in. the areas of 4545. Connecticut » 
' Avenue, N..W., 3018. Dumbarton Avenue, | N. W., and at. 
| ‘American Legion Hall where meeting 7/13/56 held, conducted _ 
oo With negative’ résults... Subject ROWLEY furnished. detailed. 
” - gtatement concerning his participation. . Subject. PIERCE. 
“..: - (FNU) member of the’ Maryland Petition Committee involved | 
ae Berateg of cross at pelea tte. Maryland.” ; 


nares , “Po x 
ADDITIONAL, cnt eS Bee n.: tho 
a ee | wn uN 
1 ~ Baltimore (Info) , ra w. ~ 


1 = Richmond ¢ Or ol is ~ +" 


3. = . Bureau (Enes. 3) fe 
1 - USA, Washington, D. c. (Bae. pb Ro JUL 24 i556 
(Attention Mr... FREDERICK . G. 


4- wasn peetanl Oe 48% 42) 


PROPERTY OF FBI—This report is icaned to = by the FBI, and neither it. nor she contents are to be . 
distributed outs ide. the’ ane | to which loaned. 
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Protective Iindividusia Righte Ausociation. There wag aiso a 
eoppie ef women whe were frieads of Mra. WOUSS. In ali, there 


were about 12 people there, but 1 cannot now conember whether 
they wera mon or wosiem, nor cam I describe them. 

Wee. MUSE was aloo wf the Anaapolla Bote] rooting 
and wag alse at one or both of the July 4 and July 12, 1956, 
weetbinga at the Ameriean Legion Mindi. IF weuld desoribe her 
as being in her 40s, with dark hair becoming a little gray. 
She woighe 149 rounds, ic 2 feut ¢ inches tall, and is a Little 
pluny. She algo woars glasses. Ure. HUSS lives in southeast 
faehington., She hag 4 round face and | would’ aay a iriendiy 


dleposition. 
I have been shown pictures of John David Lee and John H. Pearce 


and identified them as pictures of the men whom I have referred to in this 
statement as Lee and Mr. Pierce. 


T have read the above statement consisting of thirty-seven (37) 
pages and to the best of my recollection and belief, it is true and correct. 


( Signed ) Ronald E. Rowley 


Witnesses: Leo I.Prosise, Special Agent, F.B.I. 7/21/56 
Richard B. Lavin, F.B.I. 7/21/56 
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INTERVIEW WITH ALEX JANES HANNA — 


2 On July 19, 1956, ALEX JAMES HANNA was interviewed by SAs 
RICHARD B. LAVIN and LAURENCE E. DANBUM, at his place of employment 


“near Riggs: Road and" University Lane , Hyattsville, Maryland. 


HANNA remarked that he had no further . comment to make to the 


FBI unless we had a warrant and he would accompany the agents to the 


court house. He commented, however, that JOHN KASPER had called him 
last night and KASPER had indicated to HANNA that he, KASPER, might ; 
go to the FBI since he had been told that, the FBI wanted to talk to . 


HANNA volantertly offered a description of KASPER as follows: 


Height: 6! 2" to kw 
_ Weight: 190 pounds 
“> Hair: Dark 
Age: Approximately 26 years. 


‘HANNA: also stated that he believed that KASPER could be staying 


at the bookstore. 


"When asked about information regarding a red truck parked in 


a front of his trailer, HANNA stated that it is owned by the DUPRE HENDERSCNs’ 
| who. are’ friends of his wife. He stated that HENDERSON went to Sumter, — 
| South Carolina Friday night, July 13, 1956, to move his wife (HENDERSON's) 


back. there. He stated he does not know where HENDERSON is living or 
working, but, added he is not. living with him. 


. , HANNA said that he would not answer any additional questions © 
and desired to discuss the interviews with his wife, who he said also 
had been interviewed by the FBI. ; . 
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| REINTERVIEW WITH MRS. _ ALEX: JAMBS _(LAWANDA BRYAN) HANNA 


Mrs. ALEX HANNA was reinterviewed on July 19, 1956, 
outside: her residence, which is a trailer on Lot 145, Temple. 
Trailer Park, Telegraph Road, Alexandria, Virginia, by SAs 
W. WILLIS FISHER and JAMES F, DURKIN, JR. It was pointed 
out to Mrs. HANNA. that- the information furnished by her on a 
| previous interview: was in conflict with that furnished by 
her. husband on an ‘interview with him by Agents of this office. 
She immediately stated that she refused to discuss this 
incident further and that. she felt. it was their own personal © 
business ag to. what she and her’ husband did on their anniversary | 
of July 13,1956. (She further advised that prior to Agents: 

. arrival she-had received a telephone call from her husband at 

- work, at which time he instructed her not to answer any further 
questions or to discuss this incident any further with anyone. 
. He further. told her, she stated, that he would talk. with her © 
when ‘he got home from work that ante about what further action 
they 6 would takes 77 


“Prior to. Chis: interview with Mrs. HANNA on this date, 
. there was no response to a knock.on the trailer door in-which . 
j she. resided. “There was observéd in the driveway adjacent to | 
Jher- trailer, a -réd, late-model, one-half ton, International 

| pickup trucks On. ‘the other side of this truck in the next 
trailer a woman was observed ‘in the doorway. Agents, without 
identifying themselves, asked this neighbor lady’ if:.Mr..HANNA 
owned the red truck. She stated that the truck belonged to 


-.& manwho -worked with Mr. HANNA and did not belong to the 


HANNAs. She advised that she had seen Mrs. HANNA leave the 
_ trailer shortly prior to this contact with another woman but 
. she. did- not know: how long she would be gone. 


oe Later a Ene ‘day when Agents conducted the above 
peécorded interview with Mrs. HANNA, she was asked who owned 
the red pickup. truck. She called inside the trailer to 
“Mrs. ‘DUPREE." ss ae . 


cps . A woman ‘then came out of the trailer and Gwen 
: eants identified themselves to her, she appeared quite 
' frighténed and declined to furnish any information, not even 
her identity. She.stated that. she saw no reason why she had 


. to answer any questions whatsoever. When it was pointed out 


to. her that Agents were interested ‘in knowing the whereabouts 


- of .the red pickup truck on the night of Friday the thirteenth, 


eG “she immediately:stated that her husband had driven it 


a ae 
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down to Sumter, South Carolina, shortly before dark on a 


evening July 13, 1956, had picked her up at their home.in ; 
Sumter-the next.morning, and that they had both driven back. - 
in the pickup truck to Alexandria, Virginia, arriving at the . 
latter location late Saturday night July 14, 1956, or on © 


early Sunday morning July 15, 1956. After this recitation 
she refused to furnish any more information. 


The red ateinis truck was..observed to bear 1956 
Georgia license tags AP ai 7° 


abe 
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INTERVIEW WITH EDWARD Lb. STROHECKER 


On July. ‘19, 1956, EDWARD L. STROHECKER was interviewed 
py SAs BERNARD E. BUSCHER and CHARLES M. BEALL, JR. STROHECKER 
- advised that. he is presently residing at 1116 Portner Road, 
_ Alexandria, Virginia, telephone number King 8895). STROHECKER 
further advised that he is presently working for a business 
“ engineering company © with main office in New York.. It is his 
‘job to solicit business houses in the Washington area and 
attempt to sell them a survey of their business in an effort 
to improve business. STROHECKER was advised that any. ; 
questions relative to the WCC would be in line to attempt 
to determine persons responsible for the burning crosses 
" ineident. It was impressed upon STROHECKER that the WCC 
was. in no way under investigation as an organization. . STROHECKER | 
related. the following: 


“He stated that he has been in the past and still 
is interested in the various movements to protect the rights 
‘of the white people. STROHECKER further stated that he, 
however, is in no way interested in any organizations. that 
do not conduct themselves in a legal, orderly’ fashion. He 
. stated approximately five or six weeks ago he had telephonically 
- contacted KASPER and made arrangements to talk to K\SPER 
. regarding she "situation in Alabama.” STROHECKER continued - 
that on the same evening -KASPER came-to his house and, in . 
fact, talked to the early ours of the morning. At this 
meeting. KASPER discussed the WCC and, in fact, asked STROHECKER 
tO organise a chapter in Alexandria, - Virginia. STROHECKER 
advised that he was not at all impressed by KASPER or the 
handling of the WCC by KASPER and declined tc become associated 
with this organization. STROHECKER advised that he has, on 
' several occasions, visited.the bookshop operated by KASPER on 
Wisconsin Avenue, However; these visits have been merely "to 
look. for books" and not to contact KASPER. STROHECKER was’ 
- questioned as. to: his possible. attencance at any meeting 
_ of the WCC.. STROHECKER stated that he had heard about the 
meeting at’ the Annapolis Hotel, however, had not heard of 
any other meetings of the WCC. He denied having attended any 
meetings of that organization and specifically the meeting 
on July 13 at the American Legion Hall in Congress Heights. 
‘It was pointed out to STROHECKER that he had been possibly 
identified as being at the July 13 meeting and STROHECKER 
emphatically. denied this, stating that he had, in fact, - 
attended a movie that night with his wife. 
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- When ausetionsd: relative to his. “eauteie acquaintance-_ 
ship with ROWLEY, STROHECKER advised that he had talked -to” 
ROWLEY on either the night of Saturday, Julygh or Sunday,’ 
July 15. He explained that he had visited a friend of his, 
one ROBERT M.*° SMALL, 130) South Thomas Street, Arlington, 
Virginia, proprietor of a building supply company located 
Jat Mill Road and Roberts Lane, Alexandria, Virginia. At 
{this residence STROHECKER stated he met ROWLEY and another 
f imdividual upon his arrival. At this point STROHECKER was. 
‘shown a picture of ROWLEY and he immediately identified the | 
picture as being that of the person at SMALL's home... 
Relative to the individual with ROWLEY, STROHECKER did not 
- know his name but described him as. approximately 35 to ho 
years having red, close-cropped hair, an employee of the © 
“Potomac Electric Power Company, residing in a trailer camp, 
Telegraph. Road, Alexandria, Virginia. STROHECKER continued - 
that ROWLEY described, but not in-detail, the burning ; 
of the crosses and his’ subsequent — arrest. STROHECKER was 
‘Questioned as to. ROWLEY's story and he advised that 
ROWLEY. did not use names and. described the. people as 
““Person A, and Person B, et cetera. STROHECKER explained: 
-that the windows of the SMALL residence were open and they 
‘were of. the opinion some people were try ing to hear the .. 
conversation. -STROHECKER could furnish no further: information| 
of the. ‘burnings | from ROWLEY ''s description. 


STROHECKER stated that: ‘he would aeoparate with the 
Far. and in the event any “information came into his possession - 
> Pegarding instant CLoss burnings he would eect) 
cones the FBI. 


During - a isubsenuent ibentieve of ‘FLOYD FLEMING, 
who ‘admittedly attended the July 6 and 13 meetings: - “FLEMING 
stated definitely that STROHECKER was not present at either. 


meeting. FLEMING is _Bequainted with STROHECKER. 


_ CMB: vir. 
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INTERVIEW WITH ERNEST R. _ CUNNINGHAM 

’ onducte uly: 
, “Pursuant: to’ efforts to. locate an ERNEST : 
CUNNINGHAM, mentioned by both ROWLEY and JOHNSTON as 
' being present at the July 13, 1956, meeting of the WCC, 
_ one ERNEST R. .CUNNINGHAM was located at the Naval Gun 
_ Factory, Washington, D. C. Mr. CUNNINGHAM advised SAs 
‘CHARLES M. BEALL, JR., and LAURENCE. E. DANBOM that he | 
“isa ‘planner = and. estimator at the Naval Gun Factory and 
resides at 1821 18th Street, S. E. Mr. CUNNINGHAM further 
stated that he was present at the WCC meeting of July 13, 
1956, at the American. Legion’ ‘Hall in Congress Heights, . 
Maryland. 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM further related that this was 
the only meeting of the WCC he had ever attended, however, 
he had known JOHNSTON in regard to other organizations. 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM stated that JOHNSTON, in fact, had asked him 
- to be Secretary-Treasurer of the local wcec and he had. 
refused this position, however, had consented to act as 
Secretary~Treasurer at the. July 13 meeting. He advised 
that the meeting began approximately ‘8:40 P.M., and lasted 
until / approximately 10:45-or 11: 00 P.M., the same evening. 


- CUNNINGHAM advised that he had taken minutes of 

the meeting and also passed a pad around for the attending 
members to sign, however, at the conclusion of the meeting, 

he had turned this over to JOHNSTON. CUNNINGHAM further stated 
there were approximately seventeen or eighteen members. present. | 
However, he stated the only ones he knew were JOHNSTON, 
KASPER, Mr. and Mrs. HOCKETT, and a Mr. 0. L. BELL, employed 
at the Naval Gun Factory. 


CUNNINGHAM furnished a description of Mr. and Mrs. 
HOCKETT, which generally fits their true description. 
Mr. CUNN INGHAM further stated that at the conclusion of 
‘the meeting, for approximately ten or.fifteen minutes, he aided 
JOHNSTON in putting out the lights and otherwise closing up 
the ball. He also stated that when he left the hall, the only 
ones remaining were JOHNSTON, KASPER, a man he believes to. 
be named FLEMING, and possibly one. other individual he cannot 
in any way identity. .. 
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' CUNNINGHAM stated Hate after his duties had been 
performed, ‘he immediately. proceeded to his. automobile ny 
parked in the ‘vicinity. and proceeded home. He further in- 
formed that he saw absolutely no activity around the hail 
and when’ questioned. specifically regarding a red pickup — 
truck, was most . definite in his answer that” he had never 


Seen one in the neighhorhood. CUNNINGHAM further stated ~~ 


that he believed that it was mcessary for JOHNSTON to advise 
the real estate office in the near vicinity, which handled 
the hall. rental, of the fact that the meeting had been © 
concluded in order that they might lock the door. | 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM was asked the specific question 
whether. ‘or not at any time during the ‘meeting of the WCC 


he had attended, he had heard the question of burning crosses : 


either discussed or planned. Wr. CUNNINGHAM answered in 
the negative. ‘Mr, CUNNINGHAM. stated that he did not, in fact, 


_ know of the burning of the crosses until the resulting news~ — 
- paper’: publicatims, and had not beén contacted. by any members 


of the WCC since the July‘13 instance. Mr. CUNNINGHAM. 
volunteered the information that he is not sympathetic with 
‘the cross burning and does not believe that any illegal . 


activities should be conducted by. any group or organization. — 


INTERVIEW WITH OLLIE LINWOOD BELL 
(Conducted July 20, 1956) 
.' °-This. interview was conducted on the basis of 
information furnished. by ERNEST CUNNINGHAM that BELL 
was in fact present at the July 13, 1956, meeting of. the 
wec. Mr. BELL was: interviewed by SAs CHARLES M. BEALL, JR., 
and LAURENCE. By DANBON at the Naval Gun Factory. 


BELL ‘ented: that he is employed at the Naval Gun 
; Factory as an engineer and resides at 1301 U Street, S. E., 
Telephone LUdlow 4~5382. BELL stated that he arrived at 
the WCC meeting on July 13, 1956, approximately ten or 
fifteen minutes after it had started and stayed only about 


twenty minutes. He continued that: KASP ER was making a talk - 
at his arrival, and when he left KASPER ateit had the floor. 
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BELL further stated that he. had been interested 
in the past in movements for protection of the white race, — 
however, had not been at all. militant in any organizations. 


In response to a specific question, Mr. BELL 
stated that he had never heard the burning of crosses or 
any plans to burn crosses discussed at any WCC moeting and, in 
fact, the July Az” Beer ens was the ae ‘one ‘he had ever 
attended. 


BELL advised that ‘there were no | activities 
in the neighborhood of the hall while he was there and, in 
fact, he had parked his car with the lights on in front of 
a drug store across the street from the hall, as he had not 
intended to stay-any length of time. Mr. BELL stated the — 
only thing he knew of the burning. was the publicity it had. 
received in. the newspaper and he had not been contacted by — 
any members of the WCC since the July 13 meeting. 


ee : 
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_ INVESTIGATIGN VICINITY 4545 
CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N. W. 


. “The following investigation: was conducted by SAs . 
‘LEO i: -PROSISE and WILLIAN C. CARROLL on July 19, 1956: or 


‘Mrs. EVA BENNETT, Resident Manager, rae 
Aparcnieats, 4545 Connecticut. Avenue, N. W., was recontacted 
on July 19, 1956, but could furnish no further information 
' concerning "the fire that had taken place on the front lawn 

of the Brandywine Apartments. ; 


aS Mr. EARL WRIGHT, Porter, Brandywine Apartments, 
was contacted for information concerning the fire and advised 
that he had worked from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on July 13, 
1956, and was not-in a position to observe any activity. Mr. ©) 
WRIGHT advised that he had been on duty the following day and. . 
everyday since the fire but had not pyerheerd any conversation 
concerning the incident. oe 


Miss NETTIE | ABERNETHY , Apartment 511, Brandywine 
Apartments, advised that she lives alone. in her aS and 
had been home all: evening watching TV on July 13, 

She advised that she had probably retired sometime ieee : 
11:00 p.m. and midnight, and inasmuch as she always keeps her 
venetian blinds down, she was not in a position to observe 
Ree activity going on outside of the apartment. Mrs. _ 
ABERNETHY advised that she had not been made aware of the 
fire incident until the Agents mentioned it to her on 
July. 19, 1956... Mrs. ABERNETHY could furnish no information 
con cerning any aulitomoviles or trucks in the vicinity of the 
Brandywine Apartments on July 13, 1956 


- Mr. ISAT 2 S. FELD, Apartment 911, Brandywine’ 
Apartments, vice. “that. he “had been at the Carter Barron = 
Theater until approximately 12:30 a.m. on July 14, 1956, 

and had arrived at the Brandywine Apartments approximately’ 
1:00 a.m. He advised that he had parked his car in the park- 
ing garage underneath the building and had gone to the lobby 


| put. had noticed nothing unusual. He advised that he had specu. 


jin. the. lobby. right around 1:00 a.m., and that_the onl n 

| that he had_observed was the might man_and that.this “tidividual 
had not said anything to iim. 2 out” the ire incident BLD 
could furnish no information-concemiing trucks or automobiles 


. in. the vicinity of the apartment. 


~ll-.- 
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Mrs. ELEANOR 5 KEISER a Telephone Operator and occupant . 
of Apartment 209, in the. Ee ontenne Apartments, 4550 Connecticut - 
Avenue ,. N. OW. was recontacted but could furnish no informa- 
tion concerning the fire incident and advised that she ‘had. 
not observed any unusual vehicles. in the vicinity of. the 
% eid Apartments on July 13, 1956. 


Mrs. "THYRZA EVANS, Telephone. Cperator and Desk Clerk 
at the: Brandywine Apartments, advised that she had worked. from 
“3:30 p.m.’ to 11:00 p.m. on: Jaly 13, 1956, but had left very 


- shortly after 11:00 p.m. to go to her home at 1898 Irving 


Street, N.W., eae D.-€. She advised that she had 
observed nothing unustal happening in the vicinity of the 


. Brandywine Apartments aaa had received no inquiries bythe 


tenants of the Brandywine | since the fire incident. Mrs. 
EVANS could furnish no information concerning auvonob i tes 
or trucks in eRe vicinity of the Brandywine Apartments. 


INVESTIGATION IN THE VICINITY 
“OF 2018 DUMBARTON AVENUE, N. W. 


7 a The following investigation was “eeuadeted by SAS. 
LEO I. PROSISE and. WILLIAM C. CARROLL on July 19, 1956, in 


oe _ the WACINIEY., of 3918 Diitharton Avenue, N. W.: 


Miss NANCY PYFER 2921 pinbaiton Avenue, was 

“recoritacted on July 19, 1956, but could furnish no informa- 
' tion concerning the burning of the cross at the residence of. 
Supreme Court Justice FELIX FRANEPURTER, Miss PYFER advised | 
that neither she nor her fiance, RICHARD L. CLEVELAND of | 
1907. 37th Street, N. We, had’ observed any movement of vehicles 
-. in the vicinity. of 39th and Dumbarton Avenue, at the time 

-- of the fire incident. ‘ 


“Hr, NICHOLAS: LEPAK 3018 | Dumbarton Averite, was 
“eeeentacted but could furnish no information concerning ‘the 
fire incident. 


me -HIPOLITO PAZ, 3015 Dumbarton Ave nue, was contacted 
aca ‘the fire incident and. advised that he was out of 

- town from approximately 6: oe P- m. on Suly 13,. 1956, until 
aed evens mae 1s, 1956 


ee ae 
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Mrs. BETHEL WOOLARD cee tseit A- 3,. 3016 pibarton 
Avetiue, ‘was contacted but ARD furaish no information con-_ 
cerning the fire incident. She advised that she. had gone to 
- sleep approx c<imately 12:15 a.m. on the night of the fre 
' incident and had. been awakened by some noise around 1:00sa.m., 
- July. 14, 1956. She advised that: she had then looked out the 
window and noticed a crowd had. gathered in the front of 

2918 Dumbarton Avenue. Mrs. WOOLARD advised that she could 

furnish no further information. concerning any activity that . 
had OnE on: prior to or after the fire. ; 


| Pr. EDGAR THOMAS WOOLARD, - "3016. Dumbarton Avenues 

was contacted 2 Bi or Standards where he is employed 

and. advised that he had been watching TV on the night of . - 

uty 13, 1956, and that sometime between 12:50 and 1:00-a. re 
he chad. smelled ‘smoke and had gone to the window where he | 
saw some flames: . Mr. ‘WOOLARD. "advised that. he had watched the 
flames for awhile and ‘had. then. gone.downstairs and out into 
_the ‘street. He advised that when he had gotten to the 
immediate vicinity of the flames. the. police were. already there’ 
and. that the pieces. of burning material were almost Bots 
extinenvished. He advised that he could furnish no informa-.. 
tion concerning atitomobiles or trucks in the vicinity of the 
fire, either. before” or. after the incident. 


Mri LYNN: PETERSON, Apartment C- 3. 3016 Dunbarton 

_ Avenue, was contacted and. advised that he had been watching 

_ TV. on. ‘the evening of July 13, 1956, and that sometime around 

1:00 avm., he could. not recall the exact time but did know 

that it was somewhere between 12:56 and 1:10 a.m., he had 

smelled smoke and had observed the reflection of flames 
utside of the apartment. He advised that he had gone to the 


. window and had proceeded outside where he talked to the 
police and other persons milling around the fire. He 


advised. that he could not recall the number of individuals 
that were present but that he did know that no one seemed 


to. know how.it started.. Mr. PETERSON could furnish no . - 


information concerning any vehicles in the van hee of. the. 
3018 “Dunbarton “Avent. wresidence. . 


aa ee irs. ADRIAN FI SHER 3012 Dunbarton Avenue, advised | 
that neither she nor-her husband could furnish an informa- 
tion concerning the fire. incident inasmuch as both she and > 
her-husband were both asleep, having retired around 11:90 p.m. 
- and ° nee not become aware of. ‘the. fire incident. until: the next » 


ogee” 


ae Ge Spaccetives Re &: nae CHENNAULT, ‘ie eonoieess 

'* Police Department, advised SA LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, JRe, ON - 
July 16, 1956, that T. PERRY LIPPITT, Marshal, United States 
Supreme Court, had advised him Justice FELIX FRANKFURTER had 
told LIPPITT on July 16, 1956; that the janitor at 3016 — 

“Dumbarton. Avenue, N.W., had obtained the license number . 

- of the car, the Occupants of which had burned whe eross in 
front of _FRANKFURTER' s homes 


en The following investigation was sonaueesa. by Detective 
. Sergeant Jo Y. CHENNAULT 5; Metropolitan Police Pe perenan es: and 
SA LESLIE B. CHISHOIM, Tey on: July 16, 1956. 


; Pes Mrs. Be Ts WOLLARD, ‘Resident Manager, apamenant ae 35. 
- 3016 Dumbarton Avenue, advised she and her husband had -been — 


“iv awakened by the burning of the cross at FRANKFURTER's home but 


-- did not’ observe it until after it had been burning for sometime. - 
She stated she nor her husband had the opportunity of observing 

the parties responsible for this and that she knew of no-one ~- 

else who had seen the responsible parties. She stated Mr. : 

and’ Mrs. JAMES De DAWSON handle the ea duties ‘at the 
apartment. 


_ “Mrs. ODDESSA DAWSON, Basement har tuanee “3016 | 
Dumbarton Avenue, N.W., advised she and her husband handle - 
the janitorial duties at instant apartment. She related she. 
and her husband were at: home asleep at the time the cross 
was burned and she -has no knowledge of her husband having 
obtained the license, number of: the (ear. 


. Mr. ‘JAMES: D. DAWSON, Janitor, 3016 punbaeton Avenue, 
N Wes advised he was asleep at the time the cross was burned 
-but discussed the matter with Justice FRANKFURTER's maid — 

(name. unknown) the next’ day... He related he told her he had 
héard on the radio that someone had obtained the license number 
of the car at. the hotel but was apparently misunderstood by 
the maid to have said that he obtained the license number. 

He stated he did not see the car’. and did not know of any 
persen who had seen the . CALs 


NEIGHBORHOOD. INVESTIGATION IN VICINITY OF AMERICAN 
| LEGION, KENNA-MAIN PC MAIN POST 1ST, 3201 NICHOLAS AVENUE, S.E. NICHOLAS AVENUE, S. ® 


The following Gaeastepetion was conducted by Detective 
Sergeant Jo Yo CNA EE and. SA EEOL TE B.- CHISHOIM,. alias 


rs 
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- ROWLEY has tavtousiy advised he Selva mation ‘FRED 
HOCKETT Bnd an unknown individual to the end of a dead-end 


street where a tower is located directly opposite the 
American TeetOn Hall where they placed kerosene on the (Crosses. 


“Neighborhood investigation in this area disclosed 


Soe Street, S.E., is directly opposite the Legion Halland 


comes to. a complete dead end approximately one block south 

of Trenton Street, S.E., at the Department of the Air Force's 

MARS (Military Affiliate Radio Station) transmitter site. .. . 
The only building located in. this - area is the MARS transmitter 


and» ‘radio. ‘tower. . * 


‘Start rer HOMER ce BEDWELL, MARS bratentthen: 


_site, who resides at Apartment, 10; 4,203 Fourth Street, S.E., 


advised on July 17, 1956, he was ‘the. only individual on-duty 


-at the station the night of July.13 and 14, 1956. . He stated. 
he neither saw nor heard any activity outside the radio 
eee ee during the auaved period... 


ae ‘large Sere of enpronimately eight feet by ‘three 


” feet, resembling grease or gasoline, was noted on the asphalt 


street in front of the station and it was believed this might _ 
possibly ‘be thé location where the crosses were treated with , 


kerosene. Sergeant BEDWELL. advised he noted the stains on - 


the asphalt when he reported Monday, July 16, 1956, but had 
not seen ene the prior noo. Mme 


Sergeant CARL SCENE LIDER , LAP 3y 146 152; MARS trans- 


 mitter site; advised July 18, 1956, -that the stains on the 


asphalt were put there by him on. July 14, 1956, when he changed 
the transmission on his car. He stated he had used gasoline 


_and oil to- eigen one: transmission. he removed. 


: ae A enean was made of: the’ general. area surrounding. 
the MARS transmitter on mat, E7s 1956, and au 18, . 19565 
with seen nesults. 


: - Imiedtately acces ‘to. the Legion Hall ‘is Teeated 

Truck. company Number Eight and Engine Company Number Twenty- 

five of the D.C. Fire Department. Chief W. B. JAMES, Third 

eta gore aa Chief, D.«C. Fire Department, made available on July 
1956, ‘a list. ‘ofall the.firemen*on duty the night of July 

as thy 1956. ‘All but one of ‘these. firemen have been contacted 

and uhe results. are setforth. below. 
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.  . The following firemen were contacted on July 18, 
1956, and July 20, 1956. They were on duty during the 
pertinent period but had no Pusenraveon pertinent to this 
investigations 


Captain C. Je, CLARK. 
Fireman G. E. BLAYLOCK. 
-. Fireman J. E.- FOOTE. 
sa "os. Bipeman’ T,. Se HESS. 
Ox - Fireman J. F. MILLER, 
~. Fireman T. B. NELLIGAN.. 
Fireman N. W. SIMPSON . 
' Fireman J. Le THUME. 


Fireman T. J. LO ‘MEDICO advised on July 18, 196, 
that. while on watch. from 1:00 aeme to 2:00 a.m., July ih, 
1956 5 he Saw a delapidated stationwagon circling the area 
in front of the firehouse sometime between 1:00 a.m. and 2: 00 
aem. He stated he believed he could Adentifythisstation- 
wagon if he saw it again. ay hs 
nme ne ACRE 

On July 20, 1956, pictures of HOCKEPT and his station= 
“wagon: together with pictures of ‘LEE, JOHNSTON and ROWLEY were’. 
displayed to LO MEDICO.. He advised he.could not identify 
HOCKETT's stationwagon because it was his recollection the 
‘stationwagon. he saw was darker in color. He also was } unable | 
to Posie any of . the other individuals. 


-: ‘Sergent: P. J. MAGLIO’ advised July 18, 1956, ‘that 
Bowe. 10:00 p.m. July. 13, 1956, he briefly observed the WCC 
meeting through one of the windows of the Legion Hall but 
_ Was unable to hear any of the discussion which was being ; 
held ‘in low tones. He statéd to the best of his recollection 
there were about ten persons, inedudine one woman and nine | 
men, | Beceen ta: ; a 
- ae. 2 Aeeoahes were made after. current seo eeeneees of LEE, 
HOCKETT; ROWLEY, and JOHNSTON were obtained to reinterview. 
MAGLIO. but it was determined he was off duty July 20 and 21; 
1956. ‘Attempts’ ‘were mad6. to" contact him at his home on July 
20, 1956, which is located at 3354 Hieogs Drive, S.E., with 
negative Mina cen " ; a 


heer It was determined through Chief JAMES that: ‘the only. 
; other fireman. on duty instant night was J. K. WHITE, who. 
, resides: 6733 Allentown Roads i eas and who is. now on annual ban 


aot 
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leave in West Virginia. He will not return until July 2h, 
1956. ys 


“IumeRv aH OF JOHN FRED HOCKETT 


FRED PLANT HOCKETT during. ‘the course of this 
ivestibetion indicated he: had a son by the name of JOHN FRED 
HOCKETT and intimated JOHN eae have meen involved in instant 
matter instead of him. . 


JOHN FRED HOCKETT, tae twenty-seven, Linesman, 

. Potomac Electric .Power Company, Benning Road, was interviewed 
on July 18, 1956,:-by Detective Sergeant J, Y. CHENNAULT and 
_-SA LESLIE B, CHISHOLM, JR. He advised FRED P. HOCKETT is 
his father but that he has not seen him since 191 or 192... 
He stated he (JOHN) .is not a member of nor is he associated © 
with. the WCC. He stated he was at home, 405 Irving Street, 
Glass Manor,- Maryland, with his wife, LEONTEEN wW. HOCKETT, - 
the entire evening and night of July 13, 14, 1956. He stated 
he does not get along with his father and. that their disagreement 
' stems from his father’s mistreatment of his mother during. 
eniidnegd 8 


- JOHN advised he is acquainted with JOHN LEE put 
that. ne has not discussed any matters pertaining to the wee 
or cross burning with LEE. — 


PHOTOGRAPHING. OF HOCKERT! S STAT TONWAGON 


- On guiy 19, 1 1956, Detective Sergeant Je Y. CHENNAULT 
and SA. LESLIE B.. CHISHOIM went to the alley behind HOCKETT's 
home. at 1115. Maryland Avenue, N.E., and photographed HOCKETT's 
-stationwagon.. During the course of the photography, HOCKETT. - 
appeared on the’ scene and calied the investigating officers 

"newspapermen." When HOCKETT appeared. he also was. photographed. 
Sergéant CHENNAULT: and SA CHISHOLM. stayed in the public 

alley at all times and. there was no. trespass on HOCKETT's 
premises at. any time. — 


a INVESTIGATION A. We T. GALLTHER LAND BROTHER, ING. wae. 


, ‘During the course: of instant. investigation it was 
noted that the subject HOCKETT visited GALLIHER's lumber yard. 
Invéstigation was conducted at GALLIHER's with view to 
détermining whether the naterials used. in the construction of 
the crosses and signs may have. been purchased from CLs 


ae cei 
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oe .- The saiiewine ee en was conducted by 
Detective Sergeant J. Ye CHENNAULT and SA LESLIE B. CHISHOLM 
on July 20, 1956 


Mr. Se Se WATERS, IRs, President, W. T. ‘Galliher: 
ane Brother, Ince, Thirtyth and K Street, N.W., advised. that 

‘all sales are recorded on invoices. He stated if the sale 
is made on credit the. customer's name is written on the invoice 

and it if is a cash transaction only "Cash" is written on 

the. invoice and there would be no further identifying data 

other than the. ‘material purchased, He stated his records 
reflect no information. concerning. HOCKETT and he does not have- 
a credit account with his company. 


— 2 Keyied. was made -of all cash sales invoices for 

. the patos July 1, 1956, to July 13, 1956. The review did- 
“not disclose any sales invoices which appeared. to reflect the. 
’ sale of materials of the naturé used in-the construction of . 
the crosses or signs as described by the Laboratory. _ 


os le Phetures of HOCKET? and his stationwagon were aiagiages © 
to the following employees: of GALLIHER's who bend Peucueyomer 
sales ‘on July 205. 1596 5: with moey EUs results: 


RALPH E. DOVE. 
W. A. H. CHURCH. 
F. W./RADUE. | 
H. A.- CARSON. 
WALTER A. SMITH.. 
JOHN ELIFF, JR. - 
CHARLES .GALLIHER. 


ait, The pictures were also displayed to JOHN BUCKHOLTZ, 
verdsnais. ‘who handles the eT eae of all yard orders with 
Beeee Ne meshed. 


HOWARD pay, truck seieoee 4 who resides at 334 Eleventh 
Street, N.E., was displayed the pictures of HOCKETT and 

he stated. he believes he saw HOCKETT and his stationwagon = 

in the yard of GALLIHER's Tuesday, July 17, 1956, about 

11:30 asm. He was unable to. a aa identify HOCKETT 

or the sual lonye got 
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-INTERVIEN WITH RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY a 


on the evening of. July 19; 1956, RONALD EUGENE ROWEEY 
appeared at the Washington Field Office accompanied by his 
Aunt, Mrs. RUBYE G, FOREST. ROWLEY was interviewed in the. 
presence of Mrs. FOREST’ by SAs RICHARD B. LAVIN and LEO I.- 
PROSISE on July 19 and 20, 1956. At this time he. furnished 

a. detailed statement ° consisting of the following information: 


_ He “became interested: in the White Citizens: Councils 
(woo) by. going. to the Cadmus Bookshop, where he met. JOHN KASPER, 
»the organizer for the WCC in the Washington, D.C., area. He . 


'- attended. the meetings of the WCC- at the Annapolis Hotel on 


_ June. 15, 1956, and at the American Legion Hall, 3201 Nichols. 

Avenue, S.E., on July 6 and 13, 1956. At these various meetings © 

. he met EDWARD: JOHNSTON, FRED: HOCKETT, JOHN DAVID LEE and other 
persons who are associated with the WCC. 


“The. was no mention thade at any of these meetings. 
concerning. the” burning of crosses. During an intermission 
.. at the July 13, 1956, meeting,» JOHN KASPER approached him in... 
the presence of FRED HOCKETT in regard to the burning of. crosses 
and. he agreed to assist. While the meeting was still in’. 
progréss, he and HOCKETT and an unknown man left the meeting | oo. 
and took what later turned out to be four crosses from HOCKETT's 
stationwagon and drenched them with kerosene... They then placed 
two in HOCKETT's stationwagon and two in a red ‘truck belonging 
to the unknown.male, After the meeting a caravan was formed ; 
consisting of four vehicles ‘occupied by KASPER, JOHNSTON, HOCKETT, 
LEE, the: unknown. individual and himself, which proceeded first. 
. ‘to the vicinity. of 4545 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., whére two. 
- . vehicles dropped off and the other two proceeded to. the vicinity 


., of, the Sheraton=Park Hotel,- where two crosses were ignited. 


. - KASPER had ment toned: ‘to: him on July 135 1956, that : 
a Mr. PIERCE. (phonetic) was going to take care of another one, 
meaning a cross, in Maryland. © -PIERCE is supposedly. connected 
with, the. Maryland Petition Committes. 


_ . Copies. of the detailed statement of ROWLEY are © | 
enclosed. . 
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UNSUB; EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY RED ONE-HALF TON PICKUP TRUCK 


_. On July 20; 1956, SAS We WILLIS FISHER and JAMES F. 
DURKIN, JR, conducted an investigation at Falls Church in | 
Fairfax County, Virginia, in an effort to locate the red, 
one-half ton pickup truck which reportedly was in the caravan - 
that proceeded to the places where the crosses were burned 

on July 13, 1956. -It will be recalled that information was 
Furnished that the driver of this vehicle was believed to be 
retired from some occupation, to presently reside in Falls 
Church, Virginia, and to be employed as a janitor or custodian 
in a school in Falls Church or Fairfax County, Virginia. 


Agents interviewed Chief of Police. ELLOIT HOWE of 
the’ Falls Church, Virginia, Police Department, who was unable 
to recall.a person fitting the description of the unknown 
sub ject. or anyone driving a vehicle of the description, who 


be was in any way. connected with the public school system in 


Falls Church. At Fairfax County Court House, Fairfax, Virginia, 
Agents interviewed Mr. ROY DUNN in charge of transportation for 
the County School Board covering the entire county. He advised 
. that there are sixty-five schools in the county and that he has 
no recollection of any of the custodian or maintenance employees 
fitting. the description of the unknown ee or porscee ine 

a enters such as described as above. 


; - Mr. DUNN, in Agents presence, checked with the 
following other officiais of both Falls Church and Fairfax 
County, Virginia, in an effort to poet this unknown Seger 

with ee results: 


Mr.’ ERVIN SCHMIDT, Sapam imeeaaent of. School, Falls 
Church. Mr. HERMAN FIREBUGH, Director of Maintenance, . a 
Fairfax County. Mr. JOSEPH STARRY, -Chief of Custodians, 
Fairfax County. Mr. JOHN McCAULEY,s Superintendent -of Maintenance. 


Mr. DUNN advised that all of the school board and 
county vehicles in Fairfax County and Falls Church are painted 
yellow with black markings. He advised that through the 
above coverage he feels that if any of the maintenance or 
custodial employees had a personally owned one-half ton, red 
pickup truck that he.would be racers 
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- DISPLAY OF PHOTOGRAPHS OF -RONALD EUGENE nowiky, 
JOHN DAVID LEE AND- FRED PLANT HOCKETT TO -MRS. 
'. JOYCE M. LONG, LEROY LONG, JOHN WESLEY STONE 
ci AND FLOYD | BLEM ING - 


4 Photographs of RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, taken guly lu, 
- 1956, JOHN DAVID LEB, taken July lj, 1956, and FRED PLANT 

HOCKETT, taken July 7, 1937, were displayed to Mrs. JOYCE M. 
LONG and LEROY LONG, residing 513 Wheeler Road, S.E., and 
to JOHN WESLEY STONE, ‘residing 700 Virginia Avenue, S.E., by 
SA WARREN L. LOVE on July 19, 1956. They denied recognizing 
the photographs of the above individuals or having ever seen 
Prone who appeared similar to Epo: photographs. 


' The above photographs were also dicprazed: to FLOYD: - 
FLEMING residing 905 Quincy Street, N.E., by SA LOVE on July 
19, 1956,. and FLEMING dented recognizing the photographs of 
. LEE. or HOCKETT, or having ever. seen. anyone who appeared 
-gimilar. Regarding the photograph of ROWLEY, FLEMING stated 
‘the photograph ‘appeared similar to. the individual who joined 
him, JOHN WESLEY STONE and C. T.’ TINCHER when they arrived . 
at the White Citizens Council meeting of July 13, 1956, and 
proceeded to a nearby tavern prior to the meeting. While. 
at the tavern and during. the White Citizens Council. meeting 
of July 13, 1956, neither the individual who appears: similar 
to the photograph of ROWLEY -or anyone else mentioned or in any- 
Way Suggested the burning..of crosses, according to FLEMING. — 
FLEMING added he. does not recall the individual who appears | 
similar to the picture of ROWLEY participating in the White 
Citizens Council meeting of July 13, 1956. This is the only 
occasion SSNS ee ever seen. the above individual. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


as By. memorandum dated July 19, 1956, the FBI 
iatseatee advised that the ‘handprinting appearing on the 
signs bearing the inscriptions, "SOBELOFF Jew," "EARLE b6 
WARREN Nigger Lover" and "HERBERT LEHMAN Jew" contained 

a limited number of significant identifying characteristics 7c 
go that it was not determined whether or not the hand- 


printing was prepared by one. individual. 


The. following is a description of the santece> 


. EDGAR FRANKLIN JOHNSTON : 


Name 
Race. 
Sex 


arene 


Height 

' Weight 

Eyes —_.. 

Hair 
Social Seeupiee: Number 
Seas picid 


; Navy ‘Serial Number . 
wReybes , 


oy 
‘Wife 


Occupation — 


Scars and Marks ~— 
Automobile ; 


EDGAR FRANKLIN JOHNSTON - 
White 


. Male 


September 14, 1926 
Shannon, Georgia 
Six feet 


“170 to 175 pounds 


Brown . 
it 


United States Navy 
September 28, 1943 to 


SP. JOHNSTON 


- Number 7 Paris Drive 


Rome, Georgia 
IRENE WALTER JOHNSTON 


- Number. 7 Paris Drive | 


Rome Georgia ae 
MARY CATHERINE JOHNSTON 
Apartment 201 
1103. Bellevue Street, S. E. 


: Washington, D. C. 


Engineer, NBC . 


| Sheraton Park Hotel 
‘Tattoo on left arm 


1956 Pontiac, Catilina Coupe, 
two tone green and white, 


Serial Number W756S-1541 
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Residence oS Feed os D paces 201 = Ae 
oe ; ‘ 1103 Bellevue Street, Ss. E. 
‘Washington, D.C. . 
ENCLOSURES : 2% TO ‘THE BUREAU 
Three copies of statement. of RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY. 


TO UNITED STATES ATTORNEY _ 
| WASHINGTON, D. C, 


one copy of statement of RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY. 
- Boat 
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a LEADS" : 
BALTIMORE OFFICE _GNFonuarron) 

= ve ~ A copy of this report is. furnished to the | 

Baltimore. Office because of relevancy to investigation 
being conducted concerning the burning of the Cross» at 
Beltsville, Maryland. 

"RICHMOND OFFICE |" CINFORMATION) 

i A copy of this report is furnished to the 
Richmond Office because of investigation conducted in 
pr eeeacEse, Virginia, and srhinetee and Fairfax Counties. 

| REFERENCE . 


Gece’ of SA KENNETH T. DELAVIGNE dated 
7/20/56 at E Wash sete: D.C. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE _ 


3 we - es ws : . 
% A 
oa 
y : 
—. 
© Cae < & 


Washington, D. C. 
July 21, 1956 


| I, RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, make the following 
voluntary statement to RICHARD B. LAVIN and LEO I.. 

PROSISE who have identified themselves to me as Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats, 
promises or inducements have been made to me to obtain 

this statement. I have been advised I am not required to 
make a statement and that any statement I do make can be 
used against me in a court of law. I have also been advised 
of my right to consult a lawyer. 

I first met JOHN KASPER at the Broyhill Auditorium 
on Lee Highway, Arlington, Virginia, during the spring of 
1956. I believe that it was in May. I met KASPER at a 
‘meeting of the Defenders of State Sovereignty and Individual 
Liberties. I knew that such rt meeting was taking place be- 
cause I had read an advertisement in the newspapers. I was 
probably introduced to KASPRR, but I actually Havé no recol-. 
lection as to exactly how I met him. I remember that he 
stated he had just returned from Alabama after a one or two 
month visit. He stated that he had been campaigning for 
an Admiral CROMMELIN (ph). KASPER stated also that he ran 
the Cadmus. Bookshop on Wisconsin Avenue. At the time of 


this first meeting with KASPER, no mention was made of any oy 


- future meeting that I might have with him. 


et 


Sometime after this meeting, I saw an excerpt 
from a book entitled "Iron Curtain:oer America" by Colonel 
JOHN BEATY in the letters to the editor section of the 
Evening Star. I was interested in obtaining this book, 
so I went to the Cadmus Bookstore, 1246 Wisconsin Avenue, 
N. W., Washington, D. C., and asked for the book. This 
was probably sometime in May. At the time I talked to 
KASPER, he had the book and I bought it. I had also 
visited the bookstore at this time to browse around and 
see what KASPER's attitude was concerning Communism and 
integration. I wanted to find out what his ideas were 
to combat integration and Communism. 

I made other visits to the bookstore, and I 
believe that it was during one of these visits that KASPER 
mentioned the White Citizens Councils (WCC). 

KASPER stated that the program of the White 
Citizens Councils was to demand that politicians do some- 
thing about reversing the Supreme Court decision on integra- 
tion. 

The next man that I met was ED JOHNSTON whom 
I would describe as a slow-moving, quiet-speaking man. 

I met him in the Cadmus Bookshop sometime, perhaps two or 
three weeks, before a White Citizens Councils meeting on 
June 15, 1956, at the Annapolis Hotel, Washington, D. C. 


a De 


KASPER introduced me to JOHNSTON. !.At this time, I am 


_ unable to recall whether anyone else was present. I 
 Temember KASPER said JOHNSTON was from Georgia and JOHNSTON 
Said his grandfather or great grandfather was a General 
JOHNSTON in the (Civil War. 

I recall that JOHNSTON stated he was against . 
integration and I believe that was the reason KASPER — 
introduced me to him. Other than the romarks about inte~ 
gration, 1t was more or less general conversation at the 
time, I believe that when I met JOHNSTON it was during 
the evening hours. I have seen JOHNSTON on approximately 
six occasions. I also recall that one time KASPER, JOHNSTON 
and myself got. a "bite to eat" at Heons Restaurant at M 
: Street and Wisconsin Avenue. — 

I next met Mr. FLEMING. I met him in the Cadmus 
Bookshop about one week after I met JOHNSTON. Actually, 

I am not sure ‘whether I met JOHNSTON or FLEMING first. TI 
recall that KASPER was present and introduced me to FLEMING. 

I cannot recall now if anyone else was prasent. FLEMING © 
mentioned that he was opposed to both Communism and inte- 
gration. I have seen him on approximately five or six 
occasions, I also visited Heons Restaurant with KASPER and 
FLEMING on one afternoon. 

Another man that I mot in connection with the 
Whi te Citizens Councils was a FRED HOCKETT. I may have met 
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PRiop To THE ANNAPOLIS MEFTING 
hin at the Cadsus Bookshop Sirst, but I am not sure. T . 


know I definitely met him at the White Citizens Counclis 
mesting at the Annapolis Hotel on June 15, 1956. 
I have been shown photographs of 'R:i0 HOCKUTT, 

and I hav: identified them as being the Fh > HOCKITT con- 
garning whom I am furnishing information. T have initialed 
these photographs on the reverse sida. 

| I have seen HOCKSTT on approximately four occasions. 
One of thes: occasions may have been at th: Cadmus Bookstore. 
i know I sow him at the Annapolis Hot 1 White Citizens 
Councils ma sting on June 15, 1956, ani I also saw him at 
ma tings of the White Citizens Councils on July 6, 1996, and 
July 13, 1956, at the American Legion Hall on Nichols 4venus, 
S. c., Washington, Db. C. After the June 15, 1956, mecting, 
I drov: HOCKAT?Y home to his residence in my brother ALLAN's 
car. iI dropped him off near the front o: his house. Ho 
directed me to it. This house was on Maryland Avenue, Ke Sey 
in the 1100 block. Th: house was on the right~hand side of 
the street as you would go out of Washington, Db. C., and it 
was situated about halfway in the block. 

I don't remember how I actually met HOCKSTT. TI 

believe that KASPGR had mentioned HOCKuTT to me. In this 
connection KASPER onee statsd te me that he knew some man 


who had 500 members in some union, whom KASP'.4 thought it 


om hw 
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would be possible to enroll in the White Citizens Councils. 
I know that I had heard the name HOCKETT someplace, but I 
don't know who mentioned it actually, or if the man with 
500 members was: identical with HOCKETT. ‘I believe that 
KASPER mentioned the 500 men to me in the bookshop. 
a: don't ‘vseall now whether HOCKETT or someone | 

else told me that HOCKETT was a. former member of the Ku 
Klux Klan. I can't recall when I learned this piece of 
information, || I do recall that HOCKETT mentioned some houses 
he had built around Washington, D. ey and specifically. men- 
tioned one around 13th and Newton Streets. He mentioned that 
this was the first house that he had built, 

| With regard to HOCKET?, I should mention that last. 
evening, July 18, 1956, I visited HOCKiTT at his home just 
to see what he had to say. I visited him sometime between 
7230 and dark. I was accompanied by. my aunt, Mrs. RUBYE G. 
FOREST, and my brother, LAURENCZ DUANE ROWLEY. HOCKETT was 
home and his greeting was "Oh, I am not supposed to know you." 
I asked HOCKETT "Why," and HOCKETT stated "Because FBI men 
have been hare to question me." I asked him how he was feel- 
ing and other small talk. I: gathered the impression from — 
his demeanor and attitude that-he was unfriendly. : We dtd 
not go into his home and stayed-only a few minutes. While 


we were standing there, a woman in @ bathing suit came out | 
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of the apartment and went downstairs. I would describe 
this woman as being 40 years of age, approximately five 
feet tall, 125 to 130 pounds, with dark hair. I believe 
her bathing suit was a combination of red and gray. I 
know that it was not his wife because I had previously met 
his wife at the Annapolis Hotel on June 15, 1956. However, 
I should mention that I did not drive his wife home from 
the meetint that night because she left earlier. The other 
night when :.I visited HOCKETT, I noticed that his address was 
1115 Maryland Avenue, N. &. 

Sometime in June, 1956, KASPSR told me of a 
White Citizens Councils meeting to be held on June 15, 1956, 
at the Annapolis Hotel, Washington, D. C. KASPER mentioned 
that he had associated the Washington, D. C. Councils with | 
"ACE" CARTER, Executive Secretary of the White Citizenp 
Councils, which have their headquarters in Birmingham, Alabama. 
KASPER also informed me that he had contacted "ACE" CARTER 
and that CARTER was coming up to Washington for the meeting. 


At this meeting I met the following individuals 
in addition to KASPER: ED JOHNSTON, Mr. and Mrs. HOCKETT, 
FLEMING, A man by the name ef ATCHISUN (PH), who is a. 
doctor from Takoma Park, Maryland, There were also 
approximately five persons present whom | cannot identify, 
but whom I recegnized as persons who had previously attended 
meetings of The Defenders of State Sovereignty and Individual | 
Liberties. 1 also met ACE CARTER and his brother. | 

1 have been, in the past,te three or four “Defen- 
ders" meetings in the Broyhill Auditorium sometime around 
April or May, 1956. 

At the Annapolis Hotel June 15, 1956, White 
Citizens Councils meeting, KASPER was the first speaker, 
ATCHISON was the second, and CARTER was the third and 
last. 

KASPER stated in his speech that he was going 
to "force" politicians to reverse the Supreme Court 
decision on integration or do something else about 
integration to stop it. By "force," I=thought him te 
mean organizing a vote so that politicians would have 
to take notice. I think he meant that a kepresentative 
of Congress is supposed to be a representative of his | 
people. KASPER stated that on one hand we have a radical 


driving force waich is supposed to represent the Communists, 
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and on the other hand, up ta this time, the politicians. 
He stated that the politicians were Yelling back, while 
the hasd of Communism moves forward, driving the politicians — 
back, ‘hat is needed, HASPER stated, is an equal out. | 
opposite force on the politicians’ Sand, or side, ta drive 
back Communism. XASPER, sometine during his speech, 
quoted a phrase from GENJIMIN DISRAMLI to the effect that 
"Race is the key to history." | 
The next spesker, ATCHISON, spoke on all kinds 
of subjects, for instance, race, inoculations : are) Cutter 
police vaccine. He was against the vaccine. He montioned 
the combination of Jews and Communists. This was the first 
time at this Annapolis Hotel meeting that I had heard 
Jewish racial issnes brought up, that is, as related to 
Communism. The Jewish question in relation to Comapnism 
had been brought up before in the Cadmus Bookshop, The 
feeling at the Bookshop was that Jews and Communists werk 
together. As best as 1 can recall, when this subject 
came up at the Bookshop, KASPEK, PLOMING, and Mrs. 
. DEVEREAUK were there. It had been mentioned on a couple | 
of occasions. 
ACE CARTER wes the hext specker, and spoke on 
the history of the white race, the Wugna Carta, and 
. patriotic Americans. Among those he mentioned was . 


DOUGLAS MacARTHUR. He alse mentioned Civil War people, 
such as NATHAK BEDFORD FORREST. He mentioned FORREST 's 
achievements, among which was one that he had been a 
farmer who had laid down his toels te go te war and had 
won numerous battles, even though outnumbered. CARTER 
also mentioned something about our forefathers being 
hard men, illustrating his point with a story of a family 
cressing Death Valley whe killed oxen to drink their 
blood. I do net know what he was driving at with this 
story. 

. After the speeches, I met ACE CARTER and his 
brother at the Annapolis Hotel. I also spoke to EASPER 
and criticized ATCHISON's speech to him. KASPER agreed 
with me, After the meeting 1 drove FRED HOCKETT home 
and then went back to Mrs. DEVEREAUX's apartment. The 
meeting at the Annapolis ended at 11:15 or 11:30 p.a. 

i reached Mrs. DEVEREAUX's apartment abeut 1:00 a.m. 
on June 16, 1956. 

Twe other sen who had come to Washington, 
D. C., from Birmingham, Alabama, with ACE CARTER drove 
over to HUCKETT's home with me and returned with me to 
Mrs. DEVEREAUX's, iI went in and there were approximately 
ten people, all males, in the apartment. Mrs. DEVEREAUX 
was not there. A man by the name of HANNA was there and 
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this is the first time that I met him. KASPER was there 
and ACE CARTER, FLEMING, CARTER's brother, and the remaining _ 
four wen were from Birminglen, 7 | 

_ ACE CARTER, his brother, and the other four 

men from Birmingham were stsying at the DEVEREAUX apart- _ 
ment. I believe she was staying someplace else. Mrs. | 
DEVEREAUX's apartment is on Glive Street in Georgetown. | | 
The men in the apartment were talking about a boycott 
and a steel strike. Someone mentioned that 25,000 workmen 
were being kept out of work by a handful of pickets who 
were being paid by the company anyway. 

Some time after being at the DEVEREAUX apartment, 
two cars went up to the vicinity of Mth and U Streets KF. 
to take photographs. I took my car and the twe men who 
had gone with me to take HOCKETT heme. CARTER, CARTER's 
brother, and KASPER, plus twe er three others, went in — 
‘another car. 1 believe that the camera was in CARTER's 

‘car. Both cars stepped at a gas station in the vicinity — 
of the intersections of Ninth Street, Florida Avenue, 
Sherman Avenue, and U Street. This gas station was on 
the east side of the street near a corner, 1 remember 
that CARTER" s car, or rather, the other car, which Was. 
a 1951 four door, twa tone, green Mercury, backed into 
me and knocked out my parking Mast. I was driving ny 
brother, ALLAR'S, car. 
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After stopping at the gas station for a soft 
drink, we drove to the vicinity of I4ih and UY Circets, 
where the other car stopped sud perked opposite the 
Fidelity Storage Company. The men in the other car went 
into 2 Donut Shep and the two men vie vere with nc stayed 
with me in my car, I took them bach to Mrs. ULVERDAUX's, 
dropped them of f, and then went te ny own home. 

I can furnish the following description for 
the two men who were in my car: One was Tive feei, sever 
inches, 160 pounds, 25 years old, blond hair, and blue 
eyes, The other was five feet, nine inches, 156 pounds, 
25 years of age, with reddish hair and bine eyes. He 
alse wore glasses. In the other car there were the two 
CARTER brothers and, I believe, two other men besices 
RASPER, One of the men was six feet, 19° pomnds, 26 years 
old, with dark, curly hair. It was mentioned that he was 
enrolled in an interracial coumittes to see what was 
happening in the committec. The other man who was with 
the CARTER brothers I cannot remember. . 

HANNA and PLENING did not vo vith as to dita 
and U Streets, I believe that they left Mrs. DIVIREAIN Ts 
apartment, but I do not retlember when they did Teave. 

The fellowing day, June 34, 1956, we were to 
nave had a meeting at the Veterans of Forciun Mars Cal 
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at 19th and Uhle Streets, Arlington, Virginia, This was 
to have been a public meeting, 1 made the arrangements 

to have this meeting there with a Mr. MUSSELMAN (PH) 

on June 14, 1956. Mr. MUSSELFAN, who was in charge 

of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Hall, called my brother, 
LAURENCE, and stated that his wife had received harassing 
phone calls abowt renting the Nall, pcople wanting to Enow 
when they could rent it, and, due to these phone calls, 
MUSSEIMAN's wife became nervous. MUSSELMAN cancelled 
this meeting. 

The general public was supposed to knew abort | 
this meeting becanse of advertisements appearing on a 
piece of paper which had on one side the expression 
"See, hear ACE CARTER." Underneath this was the address 
of the fiall and some other statement. On the reverse 
side of this writing there was 2 picture of three Negroes and 
white women, G@ne er two of the Negroes and the white 
women were kissing, KASPER gave these advertisements 
to me on that night, June 14, 1956. 1 came into the 
Cadams Bookshep te pick np these advertisements, 

KASPER mentioned to me, and I em not teo sure 
about this, that the pictnre on the advertisenent was | 
taken st Fort McClellan, Alabewa., KEASPER mentioned that 
he had had these advertisements printed semeplace on. 
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Pennsylvania Avenue and 18th Street N.W., near Gawler's 
Funeral Home. The place was supposedly on the same side 
of the street as Gawler's, 
The address of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Yall was typed in on these advertisements, but the rest 
of the announcement was printed. i handed one of these 
papers to some people who were in a car in Clarendon, 
Virginia. Aman in a Mobilgas Station st Greenbrier 
Street and Wilsen Boulevard, Nerth Arlington, stated that 
he wanted some of these advertisements. 1 gave him about 
two dozen, ALL ToGeTHeER LT GAVE OUT ABbuT FIFTY SHEETS, 
AS best 1 can estimate, KASPER gave me about 
& two or three inch stack of these advertisements. 
Those that I did not give ont 1 threw in the trash. Most 
of these advertisements were not actually for the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Hall, but were for the Annapolis Hotel 
meeting on June 15, 1956. 
I bekieve that CARTER and his group left on 
Saturday, Jime 16, 1956, to return to Birmingham, Alabama. 
After the June 15, 1956, Annapolis Hotel meeting, 
i probably dropped over to the Cadems Bookshop on other 
occasions and then subsequently KASPER called me on July 5, 
1956, about a meeting to be held July 6, 1956, at the American 
Legion Hall on Nichols Avenue S.Z., next to a fire hall. 
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RASPER requested me to come to this meeting. 1 believe 
that it was during this phone call that he mentioned he 
had been to La Plata, Maryland, trying to organize a 
White Citizens Council . He may have mentioned names, 

but at the present time I cannot recall any, He stated 
that be had te ge back to La Plata te see some man who 
hadn't been im town when he visited there. KASPEK wentioned 
that he had bees talking to some man who owned a farm 
machinery equipment business, whe had referred hin te 

the man who wasn't in town. i believe KASPER stated that . 
HOCKEYT had gone with him on this trip. KASPER stoted | 
that at La Plata he had also speokem to a barber in a 
barber shop who had referred lim to the farm machinery 
men, 1 know that this trip was made sometime after the 
Annapolis Rotel meeting. 1 do not know how they went to 
La Plata, 1 never saw JOUN KASPEK In a car, but he stated 
that he has one. I coulda't figure this out, because he 
wasn't doing too well in his business, He claimed that 

he was being “boycotted.” Be didn't mention by whom he © 
was being boycetted, | 


am 14 - 


| I weat to the July 6, 2953, meeting of the white 
Citizens Councils an wy brother, ALLAN'S, car. ‘This meeting 
was held at the American Legion Hall oa Bichols Avenue, 
S. E., Washington, D.C, i arrived there at approximately 
8:30, before the meoting commenced. At the time that I 
arrived, there were approximately eight or tea persons 
present. At the time that I arrived, ED JOHNSTON, JOKE 
KASPER, aad % man whom I later ascertained drove a red 
truck, were Siready there, I will explain iater in this 
gtatemmnt about this aan ia the red truck. I am not gure, 
but I believe that FRED HCCKETE war also there. ir. HANNA 

The red truck that I later wav on July 13, 1936, had 

board sluts cn the bed of the truck. ‘These boards were about 
two inches wide aad they were separated by abuut an inch. 
Tupreased on the tail gate of the red truck was the name of 
the menafacturer, but I canact receil that came now. If 
venember that the tail gate chains had some wort of & covering 
ot them, perhaps rubber. and I believe that the truck came ac 
equipped. I do not believe that the coverings of the tail 
gate chins were homenade. Thia truck alae bad spots ali 
over it as if it had been dusty aad then rein had Xalien on 
it. 


It believe that vOUR DAVID LEE was aieo at the 
July G, 1906, meeting. but I an aot sure. There was an 
elderly red-haired wouau at this meeting whom I would 
describe a6 being 50 years old, 3 feet 6 inches, weartag. 
glasses which bad clear plastic rims. She was also a little 
heavy, This woman wae weariug a beige colored dress at the 
meeting and, as far as 1 remember, she sat by herself. 1 
veenil that I spoke to thig wor:an during the evening, aad 
eho monticaed sonsthiag about ‘Lock” magazine and ae article 
I ought te read, % do not recall tae aame of the article. I 
do not recali if she spoke to anyous alse. I believe that 
she may have spoken to JOMM TASER. | | 

KASYER spoke at this meeting nid stated that he was 
going to file, domething with the Starve Legielature is 
Virginia and alsc is the DPigtriet of Columbia, somuthiag 
about voting requirements. SASPER nlsu mentioned pictures 
he bad taken at Harry ‘s Tavern, which is opposite tie | 
Greybound Bus Station tn Washingtes, D.C. KASPEA stated 
that this place was integrated, had a valgar fleer chev, 
Negroes accompanieg by white people Hegry waltresmes aad 
entertainers, and a white bustey . Hementioned that beex 
was left on the tables after closing tise gad tbat he wis 
going to do sumethiag about this place, Ho alge sentioned 
aquething about prostitution im conacction with this tavern. 
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I believe Se mentioned that either he or someone else had 
neon approached on the subject of prostitution. f have the 
recollection that KASPER mentioned that someone elise vas 
With bim at the tavern. | . 

ED JOHNSTON alwo spoke at thia meeting, tut 221 | 
that he did was to introduce KASPER, Before the seeting — 
ended, JOBNSTON stated that there would be socther meeting 
the following week, but he did not kaow the exact date. 


. WAs PASSED 
ta this connection, do yellow tablet around a 


aad everyone put his or her nae and phone sumber upon 40. 
Someone was to be appointed te cal) these people. Y believe 
that the red-haired woran, mentioned rbove, finally had 
possession of the tablet and kept it, | 
The following week on July 13, 1956, there was 

another seoting of this White Citisens Couseiis at the same 
Amer iean Legion Hall, and at thie time, the same yellow 
tablet was in possessioa of a man by the name of CUIDTINGHAN 
(ph). i know thie was the same yellow tablet becaue ay 
name and phone number were #€113 writter upon it. J saw 
CONHINGRAM taking notes on this tablet during the meotiag. 
it was passed around again and everyone again signed it. 

The red-haired woman was oot at this meeting. IF do act know 
if she was Mes. CUNNIRGHAR. because she looked quite a bit 
older than CUMMINGHAZ, 
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I would describe CUNNENGHAM ag folicws: 5 feet 
2 inches, 3& years cid, 260 pounds dark curly heir. and 
having a heavy tag. i believe that he may have bad a 
noistache, but 1 am wot sure. 

« Gpkag back to the July 6, 1996, mite Citinens 
Cougeila meeting. the wan whom I described an the maa in 
the red truck stood up and staied that he bad deen talking 
to Gomme woman about the Waite Citiseas Counctia. and she 
asied if it were submergive. lie stated that he tvld her to 
pick up the phoue aad “te #111 find ovt right row." Be 
mentioned that he aud tae wouan were Babout tye cali the PET 
or geome other opaniagtien: i gataered from the maa's 
talk that the womax actually wade aoomll. Fo de eof know whe 
they called, and I casnct recollect aw whether be said that 
the person called did aot state eve: the phous whether tie 
White Citizens Councila was subversive referred biw tc the 
Attorney General's Office, «c aetated thai it wae act 
subversive. The impressicu that 7 geised was that the mac 
ix the red truck aud the wouns bad found cut that the white 
Citisess Councils was vot subversive . 

Im geounesticou with the abowe gerier toe thie meeting 
Vere. DOVEREADZ, whom I heave pruvicusiy aeitivcned and who 
works at the Cadsus Beek Skhup with JO “ASPIn, ae well as 
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JOHN MASPER, have wenticned many times at the book shop 
that it tw all right for Goverment employees to belong to 


. the White Citizens Councils, 


¥ recali that FRED BOCKETT etovd up at the July ¢, 
1956, meeting and stated that he had moved away from | 
Yashingtos, D, €., six years age te go to Florida in urder. 
te get away from liviag around Negroes. ROCKETT stated that 
be stayed for five years to escape integration. HOCIETT 
commented that after staying five years he found out that 
he could not escape integration, even in Florida. Actually 
what HOCKETT said amounted tothe tact that you cannot 
emcape iutegration, you just bave to face it. The lapressios 
1 received from his speech was that he wanted to halt — 
integration. | 

Another man at the July 6, 1955, meeting wan a 
Sergeant GLATZ who was uot ia his Army uniform. 1 knew bis 
to be an Army Sergeast because I had seen him previcuely 
Gn One cecamion in the Cadmus Book Shop before the Aunapolis 
Hotel meeting. Re alec spoke at the July 6, 1955, meeting 
gad mentioned the Communist Party, GLA’: etated that we 
should not get the misconception that the Communist Party 
wae a political party, Ams far as I can recall, he only _ 
spoke about Communism. GLATZ told me thet he was stationed 
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at Fort Devons. Massachusetts, I vecail that, whea I saw 
him weardag bis aeiferm. on beth shuuider loops he bad a 
green band about one inch wide as weil ae two aenll seta! 
Shieids. He meaticned that be had deen overseas in Tarupe 
and Afriva for a period of tes years and that he could 
speaks three, Zour, or five different languages. Ye alec 
weationed that be had tees, or eae. in counter~-intelligonce 
Work. X would dewerike bim aw being five feet nine inches. 
450 pounds, black ox browa bair, straight. parted on the 
iwft. He wan approximately 325 years old. of mediwe cun- 

| plexion. and he montioued that his parents Live in Peansyivanta. 
SIATZ mentioned that he was trying ta vet statioved here in 
YVasuingten, OB, C. 

I alec said something at thie eeeting. % aaked 
JCH8 SASPER what bie plans were aghout organiaing. I alec . 
agked him abowt taking road trips and if he ons goiug to 
take acy and make speeches. R atated that it was « 
good ides but be could aot de it just yet, 

After the July G. 1955. weatiag, GLATZ and T went 
to the Bavarian Restaurant cu Lith aad # Streets. ¥. ¥.. 
apposite the Gas Company. I believe that we arrived thece 
at about 12:00 p.m, and atayed for ose-half an hour. Then 
i lett GWT? and went howe. <TASPER was supposed to join us 
there, wat he did uot while 1 waa there. 
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t bad no contact with an¢one connected with the 
‘nite Citizens Councils agin .otil SASPE! called we the 
{i Llowing week aud told me the next meeting would be on 
daly 13, 1956, at the same place. | 

tm Jaly 15, 1956, at approximately € «'eloak, I 
arveived at the American Legion Nali un Hichele Avenue in 
ay brother, ALLAN*’s, car. Thig oar i# a 1655 yellow and 
black ford Victoria carrying Virginian License Rumsber 390<529, 
it iu vegietered te my brother, ALLAN LOSING ROWLEY, 605 
K. Jefferson Street, Arliagtoa, Virgicia. 

—«L entered the American Lezion ail aad met KASPER 

@au 3D SEHNSTON, sad they iutreduced me to « wan whom 1 
would deacrine ag beluy eix feet, approximately 170 pouads, 
is hia middie 30's, light brown hair. fe was woartag a 
brown coat and a breeu pel; of pante, cut the coat wad a 
darker shmdo than the oeats. 

fae next wav J daw was FLEMING. and he iatroduced 
ae to & men by the same wi GTONS er SLOAN. whom 3 would 
Gessribe a6 being if kage outa. & feet § imenes 190 pounds. 
® £411 bead of graying Beir, wemring born-rimmed glasses. 
Buc chubsy. 3 believe Chat thie man worked with FLEEING. 

Your of up. FPLERGNG, STONE or SLOaAH. the wiz-foot 
mist, Od 1 weat to the Novmaady frist of Bichols Avenue 
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shout & biock or two away from the Americas Legion Hall 
toward downtowns Wauhiagtos, 5. C, I rackil that the eis~foot 
mas and XY iaght a bottle of beer, FLEMING had two draft 
beers, and STONS Or SLOAN bad one draft beer. While 
drinking, we jest bad general conversation, 

After the beer. we wout back to the Americas 
Legions Hall where the meeting, I believe.was already in 
procregt@. FASPER spoke. and save the urual tala thet he — 
had gives previowsly. fe sentioned Macey @ Tavera agin 
aud the prposaia to the State Logistature Nethias wae 
disferest jn this spoech that T che eval] No mention 
was made by KRASDER during bie speach of crome beraiyy or 
anything lee that waa to happes that atcht. 

We took a break ia the meeting at approxisete iy 
So@lusk and I recall that HOCKETT and FRASPER were standiag 
yack by the soft drink machine an the crear of the bali. 
SOCKET? motioned for me fo same cover tc joia them aad I 
did. The following conversation took place on the fsllowiag 

words as beet ae F can vaca: 

SASPER stated to me. “Bo go ant acme action 
tenight?* Famed him “‘hat i the action to bat” KASPED? 
stated “Fou will have (6 anawar ‘seo of wot before I . 
tell you." YT anawered “CC ,, let's ‘var what it i¢ * 
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KASPES atated, “We're going to burn some crosees tonight." 
i know that I have previously stated that it wae BOCKE?TT — 
who asked se to join in the burning of cromses, but after — 
| fall reecllection, x aow recall that if was RASPER who — 
aotenliy asked me te join in the burning of crosses. 

“AS this point, the conversaticn vas totecrapted 
Rethuse Nr CUMUINGIAM. whos 2 have previously maitionad. 
came walsiag by 2 left FATPG? and “OOrT 


Tand oot @ 
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pepedecola. At thie pelot alg: PEON came bac, and jouined 
the group gad 2 veturasd baok tate fia main gortiim of the 
hail. 


The moating Gecaa cece nvein «=Almoat tamediateiy 


ETT came by where = was seated scbianed ti: wa fad 
gaid, “Some on.” Thea BOOESTT aad 1 1.0% the Hail. We 
Were jolund outeide the Gai2 by = men whow T world domertbe 


aS appromimately 5 facet 8 isches 4 hia middle 40 9 dae’: 
heir partialiy bald. fe feo had « hea tec and Bae 
with @ elight southern acceat. bat ot a deep auuthora 
geceeet. f believe be was about 256 powods. Be appeared t: 
we & laborer. and hie teeth eppeared t: be in good whape. 
At the time he was weacine a white deuse shiet y-lled « 
couple of times at the wrist. 


ROCKET and I went to bis station wagra which was 
parked on Nichole Avenue om the same side of the street ag 
the Hell on the northweat corner. At this time it was 
TT and & got inte hie etation wagon «a L647 or 
4946 Piyecuth. I believe the color of the metal was beige 
and the wooden parte wore tn bad condition. 


2 tave been shown chotocraphe «f a atation waron, 
aad I jave indftialed them on the bec) to show that these 
photographs are of the station vagou t have just deseribed. 

. In the etatict vagan. reeting a the sents 
extending from the fxyont to the rear of the vehicte. wae a 
bundia wrapped up in whet appeared t: be a bedspread. This — 
bedspread had some red bad blue “odor in Lt 

RYT and 2 drove down the street which is Strectiy 
eeruss from the Americas Logics Mall. Thies street is 
approximately two biceke lowg and enda ic a dead end. There 
Are some sort of radio towers at the ed of this street. As 


EBOCRETT and i drove down thie etreet. Io n-tiead a red piek-up 
€euck, approximately a 2835 wodel which T have previously 
dexoribed ia this statenRat parked about a blogs down Prom - 
Biehole Avenue As wc approached i+ this truck moved to | 
tae ood of the etreot ead ageia baited. HOCKETT aod I. 
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pulled up alongside of 48 See @ mowent aud then BOCKETS 
moved his station wagon forward down a dirt woad which was 
at tie end of the street, dhe red truck turned around 
somehow and baek wp wo that the truck and station wagon 
were back to bash, but approximately 15 feet apart. ey 
bad gone On to this dirt road approxiuately 100 feet. 
“ROCKETT then unwrapped the bundle in the station 
‘wagon and placed feur objects shout eight feet long on . 
the grovad behind the station wagon. these objects wore 
individually #rapped with what appeared to be a ehect, . 
and aleo wrapped around with some iiad of white tape, 
At the end of these objects, there was s metal poiat about : 
wiz or eight inches jong. These metal points were tapered 


7 from shout one aud one-half inches in diameter to a point. 


Just above the metal point I could wee some mew wod 
which appeared to be 3 x 2's, | . 
“AOCKETT took a gallon glass jug of Kerosene from 
cua “Gaak “be died euacied “aes ‘Me then dreached the objects 
ou the grownd with kerosene, He mentioned to me that it wae 
| kavosene, 1 delieve aleo that a gallos can ww used for | 
gasoline was also used to drench the objects. 
HOCKETY placed two of the objects beck in the 
“gtation wagon, and the other two objects vere put in the 
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“Sed truck by Hockerr, the other wan, and myself, The objects 
in the rod truck were then covered by a black covering which 
epptared te be a rubber floor eat torn in helt, or it may 
have beon building paper. This covering came from BOCKETT's 
atation wages. At this time it wie almost completely dirk. 


Ge them drove back noth the station wagon containing 
HOCKETT and myself and the red truck containing the other man 
te the interseetion of this dead-end street and Micols Avenue, 
facing inte Nichols Avenue oa the sight-haad aide. There ta 
@& @all store on that oorner which was open at the time. I 
believe that i¢ wae a grecery store. The red truck was aeares 
the sorner. 

The three of us went back inte the hali aud 2 estimate 
that 3 had been gone frow the hall approximately fifteun 
winuted. When we retursed, oither ZASPER or JOMNSTON was 
speaking, Shertly thereafter the mecting ended aud the people 
congregated in small groups all] over the hall. I remember 
that 3 washed my heads and was accompanied by HOCKETT. 


The next thing that I recall ia that ROCKETT and I 
were in the back of the hail aad JOHN DAVID LEE was alwo with 
us. This waa the first time that I «sew that LES was going 
to bu a participant in the action of the evening. I do not 
recall exactly what was aid at this time but the topic was 
erosa burning. 

‘The next thing that I recall was that wo walked 
outside the hall. I do not remember if we walked out together 
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put outeide the hall BOCKETT, LEX, JOHNSTON, £ASPER and myself 
were standing arowad. I heard KASPER mention to JONBNSTON thet 
he was going to drive off some place and c#il the Asasectated 
Frese. I aseumed that he was Going to o“i1 concerning the 

It was either at thie time while we were outside 
the hali or just pricr to comiag out, that HOCKETT told ne 
that LEE and I were to go to the Sheraton-Park Hotel and burn 
two crosses, He also mentioned that Chicf Justiee WARREN and 
Senator LERMAN live thera, He stated that he waa golag to 
azop off the orosees and LES and [ ware going to ignite then. 

L&R and 1 went to my brother ALLAN‘'s car and 
preceeded to a gaa station tw blocks up Nichols Avenues, toward 
dowatoen Washington, and got some gas. Thia gas station was 
an the leftehaad side cf tae street as you proceed toward 
downtown Veehiagten, aad I believe 1t was an Amoco Station. 
3 bought $2.60 worth of gasoline. 

We dreve back by the ball to join the other cara. 
i de not recall sow when it was sentioned, but sometime during 
that evening, I know it waa mentioned that a caravan was to 
be formed. 1 drove around behind the Americas Legiou Mail and 
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teturned tc Mieple Avenus, facing toward downtown Washington, 
acrosa the street from the hall, Shortly thereafter, HOCKSTT 
in fis station wagon, alone, and the red track case oat of 
the aide atreet where they were packed and beaded toward 
downtown Washington. % f@lk in Yehind them. At this point, 
RASPER was standing oa Ricols Avenue across the street from 
the American Legion Halli. 

Wa drove down Nicole Avenue to the 11th street 
bridge, crossed it, and stepped at a traffic light at ith 
asd B Streets, S. £., Fight by the Havy Yard. 11 wae here 
that I aeaw JOBWSTON and EASPES in a car. This car wag a twee 
tone waite and brown 1955 or 1055 Pontiae or Oldsmobile. 1 
believe that it was «a two-tone sedan, and that it sad a white 
hood. JOHNSTON was dxiving. JOBNSTON and KASPER drove up 
alongeide the other three vehicles. It was here that they 
joined the caravan. We took some route through northeast 
Vashingtos and as best ag I can reéall, we drove on Miswourl 
Avenue, Military Soad, Nebraska Avenue, and finally reached 
Conaectiaut Avenue, HN. W, 

fe drove dowa Connecticut Avenue to a poiut which 
3 eatimate to be about fifteen biecks above the Sheratoa-Park 
Hotel. The caravan at thia polut took a left turn down « 
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side street and approximately 200 fect from Connecticut Avenue, 
the red truck aad the Peatiae or Oldsmobile pulled over. At 
the time that we turned off Conmecticut A4veauc, the atation 
wagon, was first in line, the red truck second, and the Pontiac 
or Oldsmobile third, aud I was last. After making the tura 
onte the side atreet, I noticed that the left side of the 
wtroct was aa open area aid on the right aide was a white 
‘erick building extending for approximately 500 or 400 fcet, 
asd being eight or nine storion high. f celieve that it was 
about 11:25 pom 

The red truck pulica over to the left and the Pontiac 
or Cidawobile pulled over to the right. I followed HOCKITT 
ta the end of the atreet, took a right hand ture, another eight 
hand tura, at the sext bleck, and returned to Connecticat 
Avenue. Yere we took a left hand turn and drove south on 
Connecticut Avenue approximately fifteen blocks to where the 
Sheraton-Park Hotel wag located. | Rere we teok a right hang tara 
and wont up this street approximately Luv feet. sOCKETT 
double parked his station wagon and I pulled inte 4 rarking 
T took the teo objects, mentioned previously in 
this atatemest out ef the station wages aad placed them over the 
hedge on the Sheraton~Fark Aotel gounads. Than BOCKETT told me 


place, 


to get 2 bag Gut ef the tack of the station wager. 


4 
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This bag was » b:own paper shopping bag approximately 
eag foot square, a put this beg over the hedge. I did aot 


geo what 4t contained. - 
at HOCKETT then stated. “Put thy evose ap,” aad I sisted, 
COMING 


Saat a minute; there are some care, up the strovt.” BOCES! 
waid “To heck with them,” or something to that effeet, 125 
wad XY tiseitated amd BOCKETT said, “Am I going te have to do 
it myscli.* Se eteeted te come cvar tu whece we wert standing 
on the lawn. I pieked up one of the objects aad walked onto 
the lawn approximately 25 test in fruat of the hedge, thruet the 
metal pointed object into the ground anu turned the shorter 
bar attached to it so thet it formed 2 cross. I tightencd a 
Wing nut ws that this piegs would wtay tu position. Thea EF 
Sgaited it with a match. 2 then jumped over the bodga and 
poturned to my car. I did not gotice what HOCEETT aad LEE 
were doing while I was igniting the crows. I do know that 

I sew another cress burning about ten feet from tac hedge. 

i did ast ave thie crosa oreveted ex ignited, altheuga J did 
any, “Light it.” | 
i did net know that sight wiything about any signe 


bear SO ty eb 


botug placed on the dawn, bul after reading in aewsapagcrs about 
gigns baying beea placed, I asguned that they were f4 the paper 
age» 


~ 2 Gi 3 Ze 
éo® ‘ 3 ; 
Py ‘ : 
BK a . + 
a P 
4 : 


LEE rejoined we in my car and we ieft, By this . 
time, qOCKETT ia.his atetion wagon had gone. There was a | 
@ar @Gouble parked behind sc aud it seemed to me that this 
ear had stopped aad backed wp behind ma. I beliew the 
eceupant tech my License plate, gusber. As best as 1 can 
rovall, this car was a black Chevrolet. It was sow about 
12:15 a.m., Saturday moraing, July 14, 1996, | 
“bRE and I drove to Clarendon, Virginia, to s Waite 
Tower Meacacrane, the only White Tower Restaurant in Clarendos 
‘that I know of, and we Akad a cup of coffee. It was now about 
2:45 ao. The counterman in the White Tower wae ALEX. This 
wd Knows mo, ut always refera to me as JOMRSOM, X do nat 
bolieve that he knew LEE. here was no oue eles iu the Waite 
Yowor at thie tine. After we left the White Tower, we went to 
my house and changed cars. I teok mp brother LAUSENCE's car 
and retamed to the vicinity of the Amerioan Legion Hall on 
Nicols Aveque, #8. %, LES was with me. I changed cars because 
I believed that the occupant of the black Chevrolet at the 
Sheraten~Park had obtained ay License number. 
| Yo returned to the vicinity of the American Legion 
Mall because I had heard some sention that we were ali to 
‘Fendezow back there. I heard this sume time or other that 
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aigat when we had the conversations about wuraing <roaaes., fT 
sagsot eccall whe said we should xoadeZvous. 

Befers actually returning te the wielnity of the 
jmerieas Leglea Hall, LEE and 1 atupped at a seafood glace 
on Maiae Avenue in Washington, >. C., opposite tha Now Angland 
daw Gar. YF vremembor the seafood piace had two large lobatexr 
CseWa in the window. We stopped for a -chet-ef beer. After 
thie bagr, we drove te the vicinity of the American Legion 
Waih aad juaet drove oy it. There waa a policeman at the call 
Bex at the Junction of Alamama Avent and Nicolls Ayeaur, sO wo 
juat drove around the usighborhoed, passed the hall oace more, 
gid oot ace any of the other wen ang then drove over to 
Tiegisia. . 

= drove LER to the vicinity of hia howe iu 
mhexandeia, near Peyton Strepi. FT aatually dropgd: ule about 
ano vlock Ivom hie home. I rocall that whiic driviag arouad with 
LES that ovaaing, he Stated that thia was his first exp sionce. 
t belfieved hie to mean first experience in buratag cvrosgaes. tT 
told Sim thet it waa wine algo. Someties during the cvyouing, 
Las wenkionod that bis lett acre had bewn prokom and wag beat, 
tuaveuch ug it had never bows set, RIGHT. 

After I dropped eff LSt, I wont home. On Saturday, 
daly 14, 19a6, after having boon interivewed by the Metropolitan 


me Bm 


in - 
a a 


Police Depurtesat of Vashiagton, 5. 6., I returned bom. Uy 
mother told moe that Ur, EAGUES had boom onbbing me 321 day asd 
waited me to call Rim, Wi left bin tclephone namber, which 
had a MObart exchange. I galied ZASYcA «8a he aagd, “1 as 
or “we are prowd of pou.” Ey wigo wtated that mes waa 
eollestiag 3 defenpe fund for e:. | vile taled tu bin for 
a ahort tiee. 

comuermiog the crome that was burcaed in Eaylead, 
1 reoall that on daly 15, 1056, at the legion Bali, bsdPsu 
sentiqued that a Mr. PILSCS (95) wes going to taxze gary oF 
ene gos glace eles. When by wationed Mr. FTdics, 1 saew 
him tc quan a Me. PIZMCEe whe was affiliated with « Barpland 
betition Gomeittes. T bad previgualy met Br. PLACo on Savy 35, 
133, at the Anmapolia Gotel. § would deserise hia aa welag 
& feet, 1%) pounds, 38 years oid, dark blend bair, bhue eyes 
aad baving « fair ecompliaxios, Tae aight that i wet him be 


AG very, Well dreweed, 1 bejieve that he Livew in Eosigumery 
County, Karylamd., I have down, la the past, letters in the paper 
Which have Seen @igmed With icat the sage “Mavylaod Petitioa 
Commi ties. § 

&4cather waa who wad st the 4unapolis Hotoi sad 
sanected with the Raryland »otition Committee wag b7lQuTT 


ene : 
“ re. a : : ‘ 
BI -—: 


SEVERE (ph), and I believe this man is connected in some way 
with the National Broadcasting Comgany. I would describe hin 
as being in hie late 9408, 3 feet 28 inches, 175 pounds, 


dark gray hair, gray at the temples. de hua a jolly disposition, 


and a3 far ag IT kmow, mey be tic Chairman of the Hargiaad 
Fetition Comaittee. Anotinc man who was at the Asaupolis 
Hotel meacting of June 15, 1956, was Er. PISGCE's father, 
who I would describe ag being OO year's of aga, & feet & inches, 
LES pounds with gray ais, glightiy uald, blue eyes and of 
wmediiga complexion. | 

in thinking back, I nelieve that HARNA 
the sen who drove the red truck because at both the July 6 and 
Joly 13, 1956, meetings, these three men seemed to know cach _ 


and LEE snow 


i amat a member of the White Citaigens Council, oven 

though I have had a let of agsociation with the White Citizens 
EMBER 

Gouacile oy attendance at their aeetings. a ie ne or 


gp ANY SUBVERSIVE ORGANIZATION. 


¥ sige recollect aow that I heard HOCKETT say that 
he would get the crosses, uut I am not sure. 

on daturday eventag, July 14, 1956, after I had 
dinner aad after the teleplose call to JOHN KASPER whercia he 
said he Was proud of wo, I drove over to a ROBERT SEALL's 
aparteent in the Sarcroft Avartmonts, Virginia. 1! was invited 


at ; , 
Ja eee 4 . ; ; _ 


there by EUGENE COLLTOS, whom I have kaown for @ loag time. 
fie went to sehool with me and he was im the serviee with me. 
ite called we up and favited wo to SMALL's apartment. At 

the apartment, the following persons wore present, OSALL 
aad big wife, SUGEME COLLTON, wy girl iciend, GERDA POFLER, 
and another man and his wife. This man was identified to ne 


ae fi 
as bedeg the ex-Viewe President of the National Asavciationu for 


the advancement of White People. They all wasted to know about 
the ccogs burniag and I told them what T cowld comester at 
that time. iI «liewe that I meatioucc the names of CUCESTT aad 
LEY to thea poople. | | | 

i should mention niso that pricr te the Asnapolis 
Hotel setting, perhapa a week or two bofore, KASPES stated 
that wo bad ta Rave a reagon to have ACK CARTSS come to 
Waghington, 0. C. Mo stated that he would have to heve a 
eouncil here sefere ACK CARTER would come. 

ln order to establish « eouncil, RASPER beid a nooting 
at the Cadmus Book Shop a week or ao prier te the Ausapelig 
Hotel sectisg. At this socting the following persoas wre 
present. EASPER, Bre, MUSE, Sorgcaat GLAT?, SUGEN" COLLTON, and 


| an elderly gentioman whe ideatifvied hiwseli with the National 
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INTERV DEW WITH EDGAR: JOH STON 


On July 19, 1956, BDGAR JOHNSTON was interviewed by SAs 
RICHARD B. LAVIN and LAURENCE E. DANBUM. JOHNSTON stated that he 
has not seen JOHN KASPER since Saturday night and added, "I won't 
say where he (KASPER) was Friday night after the meeting, that 
will come out at the ‘Broper time." 


JOHNSTON stated that one ERNEST CUNNINGHAM acted as the 
Secretary -. Treasurer of the WCC meeting on July 13, 1956. JOHNSTON ~ 
further commented that he is not permitted to discuss the number 
of .members in the WCC, nor any of the officers. He was advised that 
the FBI is not investigating the activities of the WCC but only trying 
to determine the persons who were responsible for the burning of 
the crosses on July 13, 1956. He voluntarily added that he works as 
an. organizer for the WCC and he is at the present time attempting to 
compose some proposals for presentation to the Virginia i asec ¢ 
Rome bie in August or September. 


Sore tHe. concluded by i re does not know where JOHN - 
KASPER is at the present time, where he resides or visits. JOHNSTON 
stated he has always contacted JOHN KASPER at the Cadmus Bookshop. 


EDGAR FRANKLIN JOHNSTON was recontacted on July 19, 1956, 
by Detective Sergeant. Je Y. CHENNAULT and SA LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, 
JR., at a parking lot at the. Sheraton-Park Hotel, Comiecticut 
Avenue and Woodley Road, NeW. .. JOHNSTON was requested to permit 
photographs to be made of him for identification purposes. He 
voluntarily consented to being photographed. After.the photographs 
were made, JOHNSTON reiterated his previous stand that he would net: 
discuss the case further. He did, however, state at this time. 
that he and KASPER were busy. completing ‘the By-laws. and applications © 
for membership and that as soon as this job is ics KASPER 
would be’ available bios interview. 


| “knowledge concerning the burning of the crosses, ; 
2 


July 16, 1956 . 


The Attorney General 


Director, FBI =~ “ 
Ve 


Me 


ROWALD EUGEN: ROWS ET Als 
CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN, ET AL. - VICTIMS 
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER ee . 
a f 
This is submitted with further reference to my yf 
56, captioned as above, and with “‘ 


memorandum of July 16,) 
reference to your inquiry as to whether the three individuals 
involved in the burning of the crosses were all members of 

the White Citizens Council and, further, whether there had 
been any discussions at meetings of this organization 7, 


concerning the burning of croases,. 


As indicated in my earlier memorandum of this date, 
Ronald Eugene Rowley demied being a member of the White 
Citizens Council, but mother has advised Agents of this 
Bureau thet Rowley isa a merber of this organization. 
fi 
John David Lee, who has admitted participation in 
the burning of the trusses, stated he was a member of the 


White Citizens Council of Washington, D. G., and that he had 
mpts to establish a branch in 


made unsuccessful atte 
Alexandria, Virginia.“ In thia connection, 1t is to be noted 
hat Rowley admitted’ to Agents on interview that he had met 
ee and Fred Plant’Heckett, the third individual involved, a 
t a meeting of the White Citizens Council at the Annapolis 
tel in Washington about a month before the incident of the 
ing of the crosses. 

Pred Plant Hockett has denied to Agents that he was 


member of any organisations. He denied that he was 
quainted with Rowley and Lee and further denied any personal - 


To date, no reports heve been received that there 2 Or we 
have been discussions of the burning of crosses at meetings = beg rar 
‘of the White Citizens Council in Washington, D. C.j however, a by 
“in connection with our inquiries, every effort is being made 5 pose 

»__to_ determine whether discussions concerning the burning of a Ss as 

ima -eposses were in fact engaged in at meetings of this > S&S 

ont organization.,, In further. inte ows with these individuals ? s a 

— Ok D . fleges ; e .* ? a» 2 " 
EHW:mfb S 4 ble wo Fay s 
(11) af F 8 

terrowd ec: >) - Mr. Nichols “ HO Qu 1? case. oe ~~ @ Sd 

le. Room ___. ae ~] pir. 2, Bapmont se _ ~ bog f hte, page 2) | ae 


SF et ebigim Ls 
ay * 


Memorandum for the Attorney General 


they will be specifically questioned as to whether or not 
there have been dlacussions with regard to the burning of 
eroases at meetings of the White Gitizens Council which 
they have attended, 


You will be advised of 411 pertinent developments 
in this matter. 


ec: 1 = Mx, William P, Rogers 
Deputy Attorney General 


Note: The information in this memorandum has been verified 

: telephonically with SAC Laughlin of the Washington 
Field Office. SAC Laughlin has also been instructed 
in connection with further interviews with the subjects 
to specifically cover whether any discussions concerning 
the burning of crosses were held at meetings of the 
White Citizens Council. . 
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‘FORM: No, 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED a W i SHINGTON FIRED | 


REPORT MADE AT : oe - T ramon ron sauce sana [ornare 
ne ee o 


Hasrworon, os Ce - 
CHANGED | _ 


“| nop, SUGENE ROWRAY, JOHN. payeo* f) PRED | ASSAULTING. FEDERAL 


PLANT® LOCKETT yas.» "Fred Plot Hackett s ‘Ered | OFFICER: $e 


{ OCR aTES Ep a* 


| LEHMAN, SOLICITOR ‘GENERAL SIMON. E.. SOBELOFF, 
‘pMrs.. DOUGLAS KING - VICTIMS | > gGy onal i 


fez 
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SXNORSISOR RAGES: JUSTICE EARL WARREN, "ASSOCIATE Hee 
JUSTICE FELIX FRANKFURTER, SENATOR HERBERT He... 


AYNOPSIS. OF FACTS: J Railee® iN. 


ef fednond of meget ye: 


ag “ROWLEY posed Collateral. and released. - "ROWLEY 
cf entened statement. “to: ‘MPD and FBI implicating himself, LEE and. HOCKETT . 
in the burning .of~ crosses and placing of placards at . residences of: 


“s{WARREN and LEHMAN at Sheraton Park Hotel. HOCKETT interviewed by FBI 


and he denied. participation. LEE interviewed by FBI. and he admits —— 
being present at. burning of crosses and placing placards at Sheraton 
Park Hotel but refuses. to name associates. MPD will file similar charges 


[(Title 22, Section 1113, D.C. Code) against LEE and HOCKETT on 7/16/56. 


Evidence found at scenes of cross burnings deélivered to FBI pavers very: 
Laboratory. advises portions of all five crosses cut from same board. 


[Facts presented to AUSA FREDERICK G. SMITHSON, WDC, 7/14/56 who. ‘advised 

_cJthat, after being furnished with full. results of investigation, he ( 
‘|Jwould take under consideration. ‘appropriate. action. under the Federal 
Statutes specifically Sections 111 and. 1503, ‘Title 18,.U;S. Gydee ab 


Pesan irre eye) ete, Denveronne oe Te. ieee set. oute 


USA, Washington, D. Cee 
Baltimore. (Info) 

Richmond (Info) a = 
Washington. Field (89-42). — 


PROPERTY OF FBloThie report is loaned to you by the Fel, and Telther it nor its contents 2 are stot be 
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DETAILS: AT NASHINGTOD 


The title of this case is being changed to 
reflect the following: the deletion of "Unknown Sub- 
jects (2);" the inclusion of FRED PLANT HOCKETT, was 
as a subject; the inclusion of JOHN DAVID LEE as a 
subject. 
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BASIS FOR INVESTIGATION: 


Investigation in this matter was initiated on 
July 14, 1956, on the basis of reports received at Bureau 
Headquarters stating a number of crosses had been burned 
and placards placed in the front of the residences of 
prominent individuals residing in Washington, including 
members of the Supreme Court of the United States. 


INFORMATION DEVELOPED AND ACTION TAKEN BY 


WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT | be 
PRIOR TO INITIATION OF FBI INVESTIGATION: © DIC 


Kb OF CLPS3SéS 

On July 14, 1986" AA A Gea YANT , 

8th Precinct, Metropolitan Police Department, advised SA 

JOSEPH I. WOODS that at about 12:30 a.m. on July 14, 1956, fe 
ARTHUR A. FREDETTE, House Officer, Sheraton Park Hotel, 2 bao We é 
telephoned the 8th Precinct and advised that WILLIAM COATES; Poe 
Doorman, Sheraton Park Hotel, observed two white boys erecting 

what he thought to be decorations on the lawn of the *’: ite pote Jy 
hotel near the entrance to the drugstore on the Woodley — 

Road side. According to FREDETTE, COATES, a few moments 

later, observed two crosses burning and the two boys leave 

in an automobile bearing 1956 Virginia tag 306-529. 

FREDETTE advised that COATES notified him and he and COATES 

removed the two burned crosses and two painted signs from 

the lawn of the hotel. 


hod 


Lieutenant BRYANT advised that these two 
wooden crosses and two painted signs, one reading 
"FARE WARREN4 NIGGER LOVER" and the other "HERBERT LEHMAN #: 
JEW,” were turned over to the 8th Precinct by FREDETTE. ~ 


a 
a 
44 


Lieutenant BRYANT advised that he had sguised Ae a7 
id= 


the Arlington, Virginia, Police Department, 
that 1956 Virginia tag 306-529 is listed to 
605 North Jefferson Street, Arlington, Virginia, for a - 


1955" black and yellow Ford. Victoria. BRYANT further advised 
that the Arlington Police Department had determined that 

the automobile described above was parked in front of 605 
North Jefferson Street, Arlington, and that the motor was 
still warm. Lieutenant BRYANT advised that the Arlington 
Police Department stated the automobile was operated by 
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KLTV I -fO 
ieutenant BRYANT further advised that CHARLES 
ADKINS, colored, 64 years oid, residing 1717 Wilder 
Street, N. W., Engineer at the Brandywine Apartments, Spe 
4545 Connecticut Avenue, N. W., reported to the 8th buh MAMELE be 


Precinct about 1:00 a.m.. on July 14, 1956, that some. 
unknown person set fire to a wooden cross on the lawn 

in front of the Brandywine Apartments. Lieutenant 

BRYANT advised that this cross had been removed from 

the lawn by ADKINS and turned over to officers of the 

8th Precinct. 


Lieutenant BRYANT further advised that the 
burning of the cross at the Brandywine Apartments was 
witnessed by a Mrs. DESMOND, 3945 New Dale Drive, Chevy 
Chase, Maryland, who was driving past the Brandywine 
Apartments at the time and opserved an automobiie 
fitting the description set out above, parked on 


Brandywine Street aiong side the Brandywine Apartments. b6 


Lieutenant BRYANT stated that his otficers b7C 


had been told by ADKINS that he had given a sign reading 
a2... SOBELOFF ¢ JEW" to-some young people who were 
going by as the cross was burning. 


Lieutenant BRYANT advised that he had 
determined from FREDETTE that Senator HERBERT LEHMAN 
and Chief Justice EARL WARREN reside at the Sheraton 
Park Hotel. Lieutenant BRYANT turther advised that 
Solicitor General SIMON SOBELOFF resided at the 
Brandywine Apartments, 4545 Connecticut Avenue, N. W. 


Lieutenant BRYANT further advised that at 
approximately the same time he had been advised by the 
7th Precinct that a cross had been burned in front of the home 
pt Justice FRANKFURTER, 3018 Dumbarton. Street, N. W. 
CE ew ie OF COrosSes vaste DC, 
eyo Sergeant ROBERT A. RICHMOND , Acting Lieutenant, 
7th Precinct, advised SA JOSEPH I. WOODS on July 14. 1956, 
\ that at 1:02 a.m. on July 14, 1956, they had received 
‘a call from an anonymous person that a cross was burning 
at 3018 Dumbarton Street, N. W. Sergeant RICHMOND advised © 
that Squad Car 71, with Officers Privates REVERDY ORME and 
ARMOND BOOTH, found a cross burning at the above address, 


~4- 
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put the fire out and brought the cross to the 7th 
Precinct. Sergeant RICHMOND advised that nothing had 
been damaged at Justice FRANKFURTER's home. Sergeant 
RICHMOND further advised that nobody was occupying 
the home of Justice FRANKFURTER at the present time. 


Sergeant RICHMOND further advised that when 
the police arrived on the scene, the following two 
people were standing in the vicinity of the burning 
cross: 

RICHARD &. CLEVELAND, 1907 37th Street, N. W.; 


NANCY PYFER, 2921 Dumbarton Street, N. W. 


wy 
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INVESTIGATION VICINITY SHERATON PARK HOTEL: 


: The following investigation was conducted by 
‘SAs WALTER E. HEUCKE and JOSEPH I. WOODS on July 14, 
1956. 


ARCH J. OLIVER, Jr., Resident Manager, Sheraton 
Park Hotel, 2660 Woodley Road, N. W., advised that the 
. doorman of the Sheraton Park Hotel, who had been on , 
duty, was JAMES 4,/COATES, 1507 Varnum Street, N. W. misside PE 
telephone number TAylor 9- 6995. adele MeN MeO 


JAMES A. COATES was interviewed at the Sheraton 
Park Hotel. COATES advised that he had worked until 
almost 12:30 a.m., July 14, 1956, as a doorman at the 
Sheraton Park. COATES stated that when he left to 
go home as he drove out of the hotel entrance he noticed 
two’ white people who were putting up what might be a 
flag or decoration on the lawn about ten feet from the 
Sidewalk, directly in front of the drugstore on the 
Woodley Road side of the Sheraton Park Hotel. COATES 
advised that due to the lateness of the hour, he stopped 
his car and got out to see what these individuals were 
doing. COATES stated that as he got within fifteen feet 
of the individwals he noted that these two men struck 
matches and lit what turned out to be fiery crosses. 
COATES said that he believed the crosses had been soaked 
in gasoline or keroséme due to the speed with which the 
flames shot over the entire height and width of the 
erosses. COATES stated that after the crosses were 
lit the two men ran away from the crosses, jumped the 
hedge, crossed Woodley Road, and got into two automobiles. 
COATES stated that he was unable to give an accurate 
destription of either automokile as he was concentrating 
on the license number of the automobile in the rear, the , 
one nearest him. COATES stated that he memorized the 7 Pe 
number as 306-529, a black and white 1956 Virginia tag. ne 
COATES stated that these two automobiles went west on 
Woodley Road at a high rate of speed and disappeared. 


COATES stated that he immediately went into 
the hotel and wrote the license number on a piece of 
paper so that he would not forget the number. Thereafter, 
he called Mr. FREDETTE, the house officer, and he and 
FREDETTE put out the crosses and pulled them down. COATES 
stated that he observed the individual who got into 
the car bearing Virginia license set out above. COATES 
described this individual as white, male, 45 to 50 years 
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. of age, wearing a white short-sleeved sport shirt, about 


5' 11" tall, 170 to 180 pounds, wearing a straw hat. COATES 
stated that hé. had not attempted to obtain a description of 
the other man as he was trying to watch the Virginia license 
number and the individual getting into this car. 


COATES accompanied SAs WOODS and HEUCKE to the 
spot where the crosses were burned and there were observed 
charred marks on the ground about twelve feet from the 
hedge on the Woodley Road side of the Sheraton Park Hotel. 
There was also found a metal rod, 3/8 inch; in diameter 
and fourteen inches long, which had been bent, possibly 
due to the kicking down of the crogses by COATES and 
FREDETTE. “ 
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RE: INVESTIGATION VICINITY 4545 CONNECTICUT 
“AVENUE, N.W.t~=C=‘“SOSNCtststs«t~* 


The following investigation was conducted by 

SA LEO I. PROSISE on July 14, 1956: 

SY FISHBEIN, City Desk, Washington Post and 
Times Herald Newspaper, advised that two young men giving ,, 
the names of MONK’\CASPER, 72 Rittenhouse Street, N. E., jure 
Telephone RA 6-2707, and MARTINYROSENSKY, 341 Gallatin “'" p7c 
Street, N. W., Telephone RA 6-5925, had turned in to he 
JOHN RISELING, Night City Editor, a fiber board sign which 0/D 
they allegedly had obtained from the lawn at the Brandywine 
Apartments, 4545 Connecticut Avenue, N. W. Mr. FISHBEIN 
turned over the above placard to Agent PROSISE, and it was © 
delivered by him to SA ROBERT FRAZIER at the FBI Laboratory. 
This placard measured approximately 193" by 133" and was 
burned along the top border. It bore the following inscription 
printed in white letters: 


ON \ 
SOBELOFF 
JEW 


JACK EISEN, Reporter, Washington Post and Times: 
Herald Newspaper, advised that the newspaper had received 
a_call at approximatiy 4:00 A.M. from onef ae 
, Silver Spring, Maryland, // 
Telephone reporting that he had seen a burning 


cross on the lawn at 4545 Connecticut Avenue, N. W. EISEN 
stated that he had talked with he telephone at 
approximately 10:00 A.M., and that said he was’ 


passing by and saw the burning cross. He stopped his car 
and went over to see what was happening and then noticed 


that there card or sign having reference to Mr. 
SOBELOFF. [Pe _fteid him that he went over to the 
burning cross and kicked.it do turned to his 
automobile. EISEN stated that} requested that 
his name not be published. 
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. The following investigation was conducted by / 
SAs LEO I. PROSISE and PAUL E, ERTZINGER: a aye oe 


Vee ith a 
_uonats\caspa, 72 Rittenshouse Street, N. By | | 
: advised that at approximately 1: -00 a.m., on July 14, 1956, he 
-and-~ MARTIN ROSENSKY were driving up Connecticut Avenue, 
with two young ladies whom they were escorting home. He 

said at that corner of Brandywine Street and Connecticut 
Avenue he saw a burning c¥6ss which had beenerected on the 
lawn of the Brandywine Apartments, 4545 Connecticut Avenue, 
N. W. He stated that they parked the automobile and went 
over to see what was going on. They found the burning cross 
located approximately 10 feet inside the hedge along 
Brandywine Street and at the base of the eross was a sign-— 
on which was printed in white paint the inscription SIMON 
SOBELOFF JEW. CASPER said that they sent the two girls 

into the apartment house to notify the manager of the fire. 
In the meantime, he and ROSENSKY waited at the scene. . 

While they were there, a man who apparently came from an 
automobile, after looking at the fire, made some remark 
indicating that he strongly disapproved of it. This 
‘individual then jumped over the hedge and kicked down 

the cross, which-was then still burning. The placard 
apparently then caught fire from the flames which were 

coming from the cross. CASPER said that he and his com- 
panion were afraid the fire would spread so they began to 
stamp on it with their feet. He said the janitor and another 
man came from the apartment house and assisted in putting out 
the, blaze. 


CASPER advised that the man who had kicked the: 
cross down immediately left the scene, He advised that there 
was one other car which apparently had stopped momentarily to 
watch the fire. He was unable to describe this automobile. 
He stated that none of the tenants from the apartment house 
came out or looked out of the windows. CASPER advised 
that the whole incident was over in a matter of minutes. 

He said he and ROSENSKY picked up the placard which had been 
partly burned, and that they subsequently turned it over to 
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the Washington Post and Times Herald osdotber: CASPER 
- was unable to furnish the same of the person to whom the 


placard was delivered. He said he could identify the 
placard as to shape and size and the . fact that the top 
portion of it was burned off and also from the inscription 
which was on it. 


CASPER informed that the young lady who was 
with him is CAROLE HENKIN, . 6504 Western Avenue, Chevy 
Chase, Maryland. NG 

MORIS ‘BERNARD\ROSENSKY, 341 Gallatin ‘Street, TN. ", 
furnished substantially the same information as Mr. CASPER. 
He advised that he was accompanied by. NANCY RUBIN, 3556 
presen Street, N. W. : 


ns ‘Mrs. ERMELINDA DESMOND, Apartment 3, 3945 Newdale 


‘Road, ‘Chevy Chase, Telephbne OL 6-4407, was interviewed in. 


the presence of her escort, DANA M. MOORE, 4542 Montgomery 
Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland. Mrs. DESMOND advised that she 
and Mr. MOORE were driving up Connecticut Avenue at approxi- 
mately 1:15 A.M., on July 14, 1956, when she observed a © 
burning cross on the lawn near a large apartment building. 
She stated the cross was burning “fiercely" as she passed by 
and she could see that there was a sign underneath the cross 
on which she noticed the letters S and OFF. She also noticed™ 


‘that there was double parked on the side street which she 


later determined was Brandywine, a tan convertible automobile 
which was probably a Ford or other small car. She said the 
automobile was a late model. She also observed a young man 
wearing a light colored suit running across.,.the. street 

toward the burning cross. She did not observe anyone else 

at the scene. Mrs. DESMOND said when they passal the Chevy 
Chase circle she noticed a Washington Police Department cruiser 
parked there, and she reported to the occupants that there 
was a burning cross in front of an apartment a short distance 
down Connecticut Avenue. She then decided that she should 
determine exactly where the fire was located and she had Mr. 
MOORE return to the scene. At that time she determined that 
the cross was located on the lawn of the apartment house at 
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Connecticut Avenue at Brandywine Street. She said at 
this time a man who apparently was the janitor was 
dragging the upright part of the cross across the lawn. 
Another. man was stamping on the placard which was on the 
ground. Mrs. DESMOND and Mr. MOORE did not get out of 
the car, but she returned to her home and reported the 
matter again to the Police Department, giving the exact 
location. 


Mrs. DESMOND informed that she is employed by 
Drs. GEORGE HUFFMAN and E. HERBERT BAUERSFELD, 1912 R 
Street, N. W., Telephone DE 2-3090. 


Mr. MOORE informed that he is in the U. S. Navy 
stationed at the Naval Small Craft. Facility, Annapolis, 
Maryland. His Navy Serial Number is 7979165. 


‘Mrs. EVA BENNETT, Resident Manager, Brandywine 

Apartments, advised that she first learned that there 
had been a fire on the lawn of the apartment house on the 
morning of July 14, 1956, when the night telephone operator, 
CLAUDE ESTWICK, advised her ‘of it. Mrs. BENNETT said that 
at the time she did not know the significance of the fire, 
but that she later was advised of it. She said ESTWICK did 
not disturb her during the night because he did not think 
that it was anything of importance. She advised that © 
there had been no inquiries from the tenants of the building, 
and that the entire incident seemed to have transpired without 
causing any anxiety. Mrs. BENNETT advised that in addition to 
“ESTWICK the only other employee on duty was the janitor, 
CHARLES ADKINS. Mrs. BENNETT was unable to furnish the address 
for ADKINS. She informed that ESTWICK resides at 1919 3rd 
Street, N. W., Telephone AD 2-9798. 

/ Mrs. BENNETT informed that MBR.SIMON E. :SOBELOFF 
resides in Apartment 226. .She pointed out that this apartment 


the. ‘burning: OSs could be seen. She informed that there had | 
been - “no inquiries regarding Mr. SOBELOFF prior to the incident. 
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Mrs. BENNETT pointed out that her apartment is along the 
Brandywine Street Side, and that she did not see the fire, 
nor did she hear any commotion or unusual noises from 

her apartment. 
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An examination of the lawn of the Brandywine 
Apartments, 4545 Connecticut Avenue N.W,, revealed that 
the point at which the burning cross was located is approxi- 
nately 15 feet in from the hedge on Brandywine Street, 
25 feet from the Connecticut Avenue sidewalk, and 49 feet 
from the apartment building. An area of approximately | 
5 feet by g feet was burned and scorched. A search of © 
the immediate area was made, but no @vidence of significance 
was located. It was noted that on the opposite side of 
Brandywine Street there is a vacant lot and the nearest 
building on that side is the Chesapeake Apartments, 4607 
Connecticut Avenue N.W. It was also noted that the North- 
west corner of Connecticut Avenue and Brandywine Street is a 
vacant lot. The nearest apartment onthe west side of 
Connecticut Avenue is the Frontenac, 4550 Connecticut Avenue, 


CLAUDE ESTWICK, Room 161, Slowe Hall, 1919 
Third Street N.W: Telephone, ADams 2-9798, advised that 
he is the night clerk and telephone’ operator at the 
Brandywine Apartments. ESTWICK furnished the following 
information. Sometime between 1:90 avm. and 1:30 a.m. 
on July 14, 1956, two young ladies contacted him at the 
desk and advised him that someone was burning something 
outside on the lawn of the apartment house. They told 
him that they feared the fire would spread, and thought 
that something should be done about it. “ESTWICK said he 
called the janitor, CHARLES ADKINS, and sent him out and 
he followed shortly thereafter: On the Tawn at the corner 
of Brandywine Street and Connecticut Avenue he observed 
two pieces of wood which were burning.” There were two 
young men attempting to stamp out the fire with their 
feet. He and ADKINS joined in attempting to put out the 
fire and he then went into the building to obtain some 
water. ESTWICK explained that he was worried about the 
switchboard, which he was supposed to attend to, and he 
therefore stayed inside after giving the water to ADKINS. 
He informed that one of the pieces of wood had a piece 
of metal which appeared to extend from One end of it. 
He also advised that one of the young men had a placard 
or small piece of fiber-board in his hand, which had 
apparently been burned to some 6xtent.°  ESTWICK said 
he did not question the young men about this item, and 
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that he did not see what inscription, if any, was written 
on it. 


few minutes and he did not think it was important enough 

to awaken Mrs. BENNETT, He also stated there had been no 
inquiries at the desk since he came on duty at 11:00 p.m. 
and nothing unusual had occurred. He also informed that 

none of the tenants had made inquiry as to what was going 
De ps apparently they did not know that there had been 

a fire. 


CHARLES ADKINS, 1717 Willard Street N.W., advised 
that he has been the janitor at the Brandywine Apartments _ 
for three years. ADKINS advised that he was present when 
two young ladies came into the lobby and reported that there 
was a fire on the lawn. When he went out, he observed 
a young man who was standing near the fire. When he 
approached, he noticed that there were two pieces of wood 
which apparently were in the form of a cross on the ground. 
The wood and the grass surrounding it were on fire and he, 
along with the young man, attempted to put it out by 
stamping on it. After a while, he noticed that the end 
of the cross was attached to the ground by a piece of metal 
and he then pulled this metal from the ground and dragged 
the cross across the lawn toward the front of the building. 
In the meantime, Mr. ESTWICK obtained a bucket of water, 
which he gave him, and ADKINS potired’it on the smoldering 
cross. He said he then placed the remains of the cross 
on a vacant lot which is next to the apartment house 
property. ADKINS also informed that when he first went 
out there was a placard or sign on the ground. The young 
man who helped put out the fire picked up this placard and 
took it with him when he left, ADKINS said he did not 
read the wording on the sign. He stated that there were 
no other spectators at the scene, other than the two young 
ladies and the young man, 


ADKINS further informed that some time later 
a police car came by and the occupants asked him whether 
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he worked at the apartment house and whether there 

had been any. trouble. He said he told them there was 

a little fire on the lawn and showed them where he had 
placed the burned wooden cross. The officers told him to 
move it back a little, since it was too near the sidewalk. 
ADKINS said that some time later a’ patrol wagon came arotund 
and the officers in it picked up the wodden cross and took 
it away. He said that neither the officers nor anyone ¢clse 
questioned him or inquired as to what had transpired. 


The following persons were contacted, but were 
unable to furnish any pertinent information: 


Mrs. FLORENCE EDNA SEAGREN, Apartment 405, 
Brandywine Apartments. 


Mrs, ELEANOR KEISER, Telephotie Operator, and 
occupant of Apartment 209, the Frontenac Apart- 
ments, 4550 Connecticut Avenue NW. 


GEORGE JOHNSON, Assistant Janitor, Frontenac 
Apartments, 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA PAUL E. ERTZINGER. - 


Mrs, MARY BROWN, Telephone Operator, the Chesa- 
peake Apartments, 4607 Connecticut Aveneu N.W., advised 
that she had no knowledge of the incident at the Brandy- 
wine Apartments, and that notie of the tenants at the 
Chesapeake had indicated knowledge of this incident. 


WILLIAM WRIGHT, Elevator Operator, the Chesa- 
peake Apartments, advised that he had no knowledge of this 
incident, and that none of the tenants had reported having 
seen the fire on the lawn of the Brandywine Apartments 
on July 14, 1956. . 


On July 14, 1956, SA RALPH VOGEL of the Baltimore 


Division telephonically furnished the following information 
to SA GRANT E, NANNA of the Washington Field Office. 
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Silver Ing, Maryland, telépn 

who is employed as a salesman at Mann Motors; Silver Spring, 
Maryland, advised that between 12:20 and 12:40 a.m., 

July 14, 1956, he and a male friend, whom he refused to 
identify, were driving on Connecticut Avenue when they 
noticed a fire which resembled a‘burning cross in front 

of an appre aya in the 4500 block of Connecticut 


Avenue, said the cross was seven or eight feet 

high ana four feet across. He stopped his car and walked bb 
over to the cross and then noticed a sign which he believed 

said "SAM SIMONLESS, Jew." He stated there were four or b7C 


five young couples and some adults standing around and that 

no one was doing anything about it, and it looked ridiculous = 7! 
to him. He said he went over and kicked down the cross 

and then went back to his car ‘and drove off. He claimed 

he overheard someone in the group say, "That guy might 

burn the building down." 


|__| infornea that at about 3:00 or 4:00 a.m. 
he called the Washington Post and Times Herald newspaper 
and left his name. He said he was informed by the person 
with whom he talked that crosses were being burned in 
other places. He later received a call from a Mr. EISEN, 

a reporter of the Washington Post and Times + L 
whom he furnished the above information. ~ | 
that he had requested Mr. EISEN not to publish his’ name 
in the newspaper, 


OC 
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INVESTIGATION IN THE VICINITY OF 
3018 DUMBARTON AVENUE, N. W. 


Information furnished by the Metropolitan Police 
Department indicated that Miss NANC \PYFER, _2921 Dumbarton 
Avenue, N. W., and RICHARD L. ‘CLEVELAND, 1907 "S"87th- oT 


Street, “NvT-W., were witnesses’ to the cross burning at psu or 


'~the- ‘above address, which is the residence of Supreme 
Court Justice FELIX FRANKFURTER. 


After repeated attempts to contact the above 
witnesses on July 14, 1956, by SAs WALTER W., SMART and 
WARREN L. LOVE, SA LOVE managed to telephonically contact 
Miss NANCY PYFER on the evening of July 14, 1956. Miss 
PYFER stated that she and her fiancee, Lieutenant RICHARD 
L, CLEVELAND, were returning from a party during the early 
morning hours of July 14, 1956. They were proceeding north 
on 30th Street in Lieutenant CLEVELAND's automobile and 
turned east into the 2900 block. of. Dumbarton Avenue where 
she lives. Upon alighting from the automobile Miss PYFER 
and Lieutenant CLEVELAND observed what appeared to be a 
brush fire in the middle of the 3000 block of Dumbarton 
Avenue, N. W. They proceeded approximately half of the 
distance to this fire and upon being satisfied that it 
was burning at considerable rate, they returned to her 
residence at 2921 Dumbarton Avenue, N. W., where she 
telephonically notified the Police Department of the above. 


At no time did Miss PYFER observe any individuals 
in the vicinity of the fire nor did she observe any 
individuals or automobiles leaving the scene or the area. 
She was unable to give additional information. 


Considerable effort was made to contact Lieutenant 
RICHARD L, CLEVELAND, 1907 ~ 37th Street, N. W., b” 
SAs SMART and LOVE, ‘Lieutenant CLEVELAND was telephonically 
interviewed by SA CHARLES M. BEALL on July 14, 1956, and 
he could not offer any. additional. information to that 
related by Miss PYFER above. 


A search of the area at 3018 Dumbarton Avenue, 
N. W., was made in order to locate a placard and any other 
item pertinent to this matter. A search of this area by 
SAs WALTER W. SMART and WARREN L. LOVE failed to disclose 
a placard or any other physical evidence relating thereto. 
It was noted that the ivy on the bank in the front of the 
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residence at 3018 Dumbarton Avenue, N. W., was scorched in 
an elongated manner; however, there were no particles or 
other fragment relating to this situation in the vicinity. 


The following individuals residing in the 
neighborhood of 3018 Dumbarton Avenue, N. W., were inter- 
viewed on July 14, 1956, by SAs WALTER W. SMART and WARREN 
L. LOVE for any information concerning the cross burning 
incident at 3018 Dumbarton Avenue, N. W., on the night 
of July 13 - 14, 1956. 


Mrs. ODESSA DAWSON, 3016 Dumbarton Avenue, N. W., 
who resides in the basement apartment, stated that she 
retired at approximately 10:30 on the night in question. 
She stated that she heard no commotion and did not 
observe the cross burning and knew nothing of the incident 
until the morning of July 14, 1956, at which time she 
heard it over the radio. 


Miss RAYMONDE TCHAROUTCHEFF, ROBERT TCHAROUTCHEFF , 
and Mrs. M. TCHAROUTCHEFF,.Apartment . AA, 3016 Dumbarton 
Avenue, N. W., stated that they retired on the evening in 
question at approximately 11:00 P. M. They stated the 
apartment is located on the second floor and to the rear 
and because of this they are somewhat removed from the 
street frontage and have but little visual contact of 
same. They stated that they heard no unusual noises 
nor did they observe anything unusual as they slept the 
entire evening without incident. They had no knowledge 
of any incident that occurred in the vicinity of their 
apartment. 


. Miss JEAN BJORKLUND, Apartment B4, 3016 Dumbarton 
Avenue, N. W., stated that she retired at approximately 
11:30 P. M. on the evening in question and slept undis- 
turbed. She could offer no information concerning this 
matter. 


Miss CORNELIA VAN HORN, Apartment B4, 3016 Dumbarton 
Avenue, N. W., advised that she returned to her residence 
at approximately 2:00 A. M. on July 14, 1956, and remained 
in her residence until approximately 10:00 A. M. When she 
returned to her apartment she did not observe that a fire 
occurred at 3018 Dumbarton Avenue, N. W., and did not know 
of same until the morning of July 14, 1956, when she heard 
it on a newscast. On her return to the apartment she did 
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not observe any individuals in the vicinity of 3018 
Dumbarton Avenue, N. W., nor did she observe any automobiles 
passing or any unusual activity. — 


Mr. ADRIAN FISHER, 3013 Dumbarton Avenue, N. W., 
stated that he was home on the evening of July 13 - 14, 
1956, and retired about 11:30 P. M. He stated his bed- 
room is located to the rear of his residence but with a 
view of the street. He added that his sleep was not 
interrupted and was unable to furnish any information 
concerning this incident. 


Mr. NICHOLAS LEPAK, 3015 Dumbarton Avenue, N. W., 
advised that he retired. at approximately 9:30 on the 
evening in question in a front bedroom of his residence. 

He stated he had no knowledge or information concerning 
any unusual activity in the vicinity of his residence. _ 
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INVESTIGATION OF 3URNING AT RESIDENCE OF MRS. 
DOUGLAS KING, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR 
a ee oc COLORED BeOENE SLTSVILLE._NARYL : 


The following javestigation< was conducted’ b 
SAs FRANCIS X. spree GENE S. .. WETHER on July 14, 1% 6: 
Beg a THe Por hoy é oO ae 
<2 Mrs, povdas” KING, 5402“ Odell Road, ‘Beltsville, 

Maryland “was interviewed.” She is” “"Presidént of Prince ~~ 
“Georges County Branch, National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored” People” (NAACP). Shé residés in a two story ~~ 
frame housSe-in a sparsely settled heighborhood. “At~11:50°p.m., 
July 13,° 1956, she was in an upstairs bedroom rida She 
‘héard’ an” automobile” drive past her home and Stop. She ~~ ~ 
turned out hér ‘Light: and looked out. “A car was stopped near 
the’ edge" of fier” broperty.” ‘She heard a car door slam but: 
could not seé héew many ope cons were in or out of the car, — 
nor whether ‘they’ were ite or colored. In a minute’ or two” 
the ‘car movéd’ on. ‘She put the light” back on: and” prépared for 
bed. AsS”’she layin“ bed she “heard ‘laughter but did not look 
out.” “The” laughter" sotinded “like that of ‘"teen-agers or” : 
Mes oh ‘She Could not ‘tell if they were boys or girls. 

he’ car: she had” seen” was light colored ‘but ‘she’ could not say 
if blue, gray, or green, et cetéra. She believed it was a- 
late: ‘mode Car, possibly’ a Plymouth or Ford.’ Because of the 
oF the in front of her lawn she could see aie ‘the top portion 
of the car... 


~ About’ 12: 15. a. im, ~ galy “4 1956. ber: nnsband who 
was ‘Tying’ in bed said,” "What' ‘8 that. “lignt?"™ They” both” 
looked “Out to See“ a’ Cross” burning ‘in front of” their: fer: 
The cross stood “at the west corner of the hedge ont 
public” Yoad sidé, the road beifg a country dirt road with no ~ 
Sidewalk." The cross was at the point where she had previously 
seen the car ater before moving on. 


“Mrs. KING then asked the’ phone's operator to” “call 
the: police” and the fire department. A Prince’ Georges encney 
Police truiser anda Béltsvillé’Firé Truck responded, the 
latter extinguishing the burning cross. . - 


~ ~~“ ARTHUR KING; son, said the burning Cress” ‘stielled~ 
like eraser He and DOUGLAS KING, his father, were unable 
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to” ‘supply”a any further. pertinent information. They advised 
Some fifteen or ‘twenty heighbors were attracted to the scéne 
by the arrival of the fire engine, but none indicated they 


had heard anything or ‘Seen anything prior to the noise of . 
the (engine. — — a b6 


‘Mrs. KING in answer to questioning regarding” ” ee DIC 
possible suspects mentioned she had received several 


The KINGs advised. no notes, letters, lacards, or 
other items were left with the burning cross. Crime scene 
search was negative. 
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Officer WILLIAM J. MULLIKIN, Prince Georges County 
Police Department, who responded to KING's call, said he~ ~~ 
talked with spectators at the scene, all of whom were Neéegroés, 


but none had seen the cross placed and he developed no suspects. 


; The following individuals who are neighbors 
residing in the vicinity were interviewed but none had any 
information which would serve to identity the subjects. 
These are: 


Mr. and Mrs. JOSEPH L. BROSCOE 
5407 Odell Road. . 


Mr. and Mrs. WILBERT MATTHEWS 
5502 Odell Road.” 


LEON J. GAITHER 
11540 Old Baltimore Pike. 


MARGARET WEEMS and JOSEPH M. WEEMS 
5414 Odell Road. _ * 


EMILY ROSS | 
5410 Odell Road. 


IRENE and ALONZO GROSS 
5406 Odell Road. — 


FELIX C. and ALICE ROSS, 
5404 Odell Read. 


Mrs. MARY BREWER 
11501 Old Baltimore Pike. 


All the above are of Beltsville, Maryland. 


The following filling station operators were 
contacted to determine if they made a sale of kerosene or 
gasoline to a group which might be identical with the subjects 
of this case at or about midnight the ‘night before but none 
could remember having served any automobile or person which 
might have a connection with this case. These are: 
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Mrs. AGNES GINGELL 
Amoco Service Station 


RAE GORDON 


“ESSO Service: Station 


C. C. KANE 
Sunoco Service Station 


All the above are of Beltsville, Maryland. _ 


Inquiries were likewise made at the following ~~~ 


business establishments where the subjects might have stopped 
for food or refreshments ‘at or about the time of the offense 
but the following had no information which would serve to 
identity the subjects: 


JAMES E.~ PEARMAN 
Beltsville Tavern 


AUGUST CORTESINI 


Delicatessen 


Both are of Beltsville, Maryland. 
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INFORMATION FROM POLICE DEPARTMENT 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 


On July 14, 1956, Captain DUDLEY RECTOR, Chief 
of Detectives, Police. Department, Arlington County, 
Virginia, advised SAs SAMUEL W. WEST, JR., and WOODROW 
P., LIPSCOMB tiat the notes of the Dispatcher for that 
Police Department reflect that at 1:27 A. M., July 14, 
1956, the Dispatcher on duty at that time, Sergeant JOSEPH 
HEATH, dispatched Cruiser Number 11, in which were riding 
Privates JAMES PAYNE and HUGH BLACK, to the address of 
605 North Jefferson Street, Arlington, Virginia. Captain 
RECTOR stated that this inquiry was being made on behalf of 
the Metropolitan Police Department in an effort to check the 
location of 1956 Virginia License Tag 306-529 which had 


been reported as having been issued to a 1955 Ford, the yf Act 
property of ALLAN LORING\ROWLEY, 605 North Jefferson |< ¢/ 
Street, Arlington, Virginia. | be 

Je bb BPW Rae tt LES 


Captain RECTOR stated that /Jt 1:44 A. M. \the 
Dispatcher asked the occupants of Cruiser Number 11 to 
determine if the motor on the 1955 Ford bearing Virginia 
License Tag 306-529 was still warm. Captain RECTOR also 
advised that at 2:12 A. M.. July 14, 1956, the Dispatcher 
for that Police Department requested the officers in 
Cruiser 11 to return to the address of 605 North Jefferson 
Street and make further efforts to determine the location 
of the individual who had been using the 1955 Ford bearing 
Virginia Tags 306-529 during the night of July 13 and 
the early morning of July 14, 1956. 


Captain RECTOR stated that there were no other 
written details concerning the above contacts at 605 North 
Jefferson Street inasmuch as the inquiry was being made at 
the request of the Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, 
D. C. He further commented that the information developed 
at the above address concerning the 1955 Ford bearing 
Virginia License Tazs 306-529 had been furnished to the 
Metropolitan Police Department by telephone. 


oe ae 
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ATTEMPTED INTERVIEW WITH 
RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY 


At 11:00 A. M., July 14, 1956, SAs SAMUEL W. 
WEST, JR., and WOODROW P. LIPSCOMB attempted to interview 
RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY at his residence, 605 North 
Jefferson Street, Arlington, Virginia. RONALD EUGENE 
‘ROWLEY declined to be interviewed by the Agents and he 
stated that he would consult with his attorney before he 
would permit himself to be interviewed. He identified 
his attorney as WALTER NEWLON, whom he said maintains 
offices in the Clarendon Trust Building, Arlington, 
Virginia. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MEMBERS OF 
FAMILY OF SUBJECT ROWLEY 


On July 14, 1956, Mr. ALLAN LORING ROWLEY, who 
identified himself as a brother of RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, was 
interviewed by SAs SAMUEL W. WEST, JR., and WOODROW P. 
LIPSCOMB at his residence of 605 North Jefferson Street, 
Arlington, Virginia. 


Mr. ROWLEY stated that he is the owner of a 1955 
Ford Victoria to which sas assigned Virginia License Number 
306-529. He described this automobile as having a yellow 
top, a black center, and a yellow bottom. Mr. ROWLEY 
related that he had loaned this automobile to his brother, 
RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, for use during the evening of July 13, 
1956. 


Mr. ROWLEY furnished the following signed 
statement concerning his recollection of the account of 
events during the evening of July 13, 1956, and the 
morning of July 14, 1956. 


"Arlington, Virginia 
July 14, 1956 


"], ALLAN LORING ROWLEY, make the following 
statement voluntarily to WOODROW P, LIPSCOMB and 
SAMUEL W. WEST, JR., who have identified themselves 
as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. No threats or promises have been 
made to me. I have been told I do not have to 
make a statement and any statement I do make 
can be used against me in court. I have been 
told I can have a lawyer present. 


"I am 27 years of age. I am employed as 
transit analyst, General Accounting Office, 
Washington, D. C. I reside at 605 North 
Jefferson Street, Arlington, Virginia. 


"TI am the owner of a 1955 Ford Victoria. 
This car is assigned Virginia license number 
306-529. My car has a yellow top, black center 
and a yellow bottom. 


e866 
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"Yn the late afternoon, about 5:30 P. M. 
July 13, 1956, i gave my brother, RONALD, 
permission to use my 1955 Ford during evening of 
July 13, 1956. I do not know to where he was 
driving the car. I left the house before 
RONALD, so I de not know at what time he left 
home in my car. I returned home a little after 
8:00 P. M. at which time RONALD was not there. 


"I was in the neighborhood until 10:00 P. M. 
when I went bowling at the Arlington Bowling 
Center, Columbia Pike. I returned home at 
11:30 P. M. My mother and father were already 
in bed, 


"TI went to bed about 11:45 P. M. I was 
awakened about 1:30 A. M. or 2:00 A. M. July 14, 
1956 by our dog barking. I got up to investigate 
why the dog was barking. I did not see anyone 
outside the house. I did notice that my car 
was parked in front of the house. My brother, 
RONALD, was not at home. I thought my brother 
had left my car there and had gone off in another 
car. 


"I went back to bed and before I got to 
sleep the Arlington Police came to the house 
and talked to my parents. The police inquired 
as to where my car had been during the night. 


"Y did not hear RONALD come home during the 
night, but when I awakened about 8:00 A. M. 
July 14, 1956 RONALD was in the other bed 
asleep in our bedroom, which we share, 


“When RONALD got up about 10:00 A. M. on 
July 14, 1956, I .asked him where he had been in 
my car last night and he said he had been ‘in 
the District.' Before I could ask him further 
questions he was called .to the telephone and I 
left the house before he finished the call. I 
have not asked him any further questions con- 
cerning his whereabouts on the night of July 13 
and July 14, 1956. I do not have any information 
as to the activities. of my brother, RONALD ROWLEY, 
during the night of eas 13, and early morning: 
July 14, 1956. 
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"TI have read this handwritten 
statement consisting of 
this and two other pages 
and the information stated 
is to true and correct 
to the best of my 
Vite knowledge. I have 
wy Oe initialed corrections 
Fo and the bottom of each 
meg page. 


“ALLAN LORING ROWLEY 


"Witnesses: 
WOODROW P. LIPSCOMB - FBI. Richmond, Va. 
SAMUEL W, WEST JR., FBI, Richmond, Va." 


Mr. ALLAN ROWLEY went on to say that his brother 
RONALD is employed as an installer with the American 
District Telegraph Company, 14th Street, N. W., Washington, 
D. C. He further commented that RONALD ROWLEY is a member 
of the White Citizens Council, Washington, D. C. ALLAN 
ROWLEY asserted that he does not know the location of the 
White Citiz ns Council in Washington, D. C., or the 
identity of any of the other persons connected with that 
organization. He did say that he estimates that RONALD 
ROWLEY has been a member of the White Citizens Council for 
a ported of approximately three months. 


: Ny k } ; ‘ 

De? Mr. ALLAN ROWLEY further stated that he does not 
know any of the activities of RONALD ROWLEY in connection 
with the White Citizens Council. .. 4 


ALLAN ROWLEY advised that the only friends and L 
associates of RONALD ROWLEY whom he knows is EUGENE; COLTON, | 
; , Approximately 24 years of age, who resides somewher€’ in — . 
\y )) arlington County. He mentioned that EUGENE COLTON is an 
& Ve employeé in the Automobile Inspection Division for the 
oe District of Columbia. He further said. that one ROBERT 
SN ‘MURPHY, age 24 years, who also-resides at an unknown 
a '. address in Arlington County, is a friend of RONALD ROWLEY, 
He added that another person named reo |Esr, age . 
- approximately 24 years, who resides ge An unrecalled 
\ address in Arlington (County, Virginia, is a friend of 
RONALD ROWLEY. acai 
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| Mr, ALLAN ROWLEY averred that he does not 
know if any of the above mentioned individuals have any 
knowledge of the activities of RONALD ROWLEY. 


ALLAN ROWLEY also stated that RONALD ROWLEY 
has a girl friend whom he described as GERDA DOERR, who 
resides at an unrecalled address in Washington, D. C. 


On July 14, 1956, Mrs. NEVA GILMORE ROWLEY 
advised SAs SAMUEL W. WEST, JR., and WOODROW P. LIPSCUMB 
that she is the mother of RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY and that 
she resides at 605 North Jefferson Street, Arlington, 
Virginia, 


Mrs. ROWLEY related that RONALD ROWLEY left home at 
approximately 7:30.P. M. on the evening of July 13, 1956, 
driving ALLAN ROWLEY's 1955 Ford Victoria, yellow and 
black in color. Mrs. ROWLEY .asserted that RONALY did 
not tell her where he was. going or whether he was meeting 
anyone during the evening. He did not tell her anything 
concerning his contemplated activities for that evening. 
Mrs. ROWLEY also said that she did not hear RONALD place 
or receive any telephone calls. She added that his 
disposition and temperament were normal at the time he 
left home on the evening of July 13, 1956. 


According to Mrs. ROWLEY, her husband, LAURENCE, 
retired at approximately 9:30 P. M. and that she retired 
at approximately 11:00 P. M. on July 13, 1956. She said 
at that time RONALD ROWLEY was not home. She added that 
she heard her son.ALLAN.come into the house at approximately 
11:30 P. M. and from.that time until approximately 2:10 A. M.. 
on July 14, 1956, she did not hear anything as she was 
asleep. Mrs. ROWLEY relates that at approximately 2:10 A. M. 
on July 14, 1956, uniformed officers of the Arlington . 
County Police Department came to the house to inquire as 
to the identity of the person who was driving the 1955 
Ford Victoria which is the property of her son, ALLAN ROWLEY. 
Mrs. ROWLEY stated that she and her husband spoke briefly 
with the police and informed them that their son, RONALD 
EUGENE ROWLEY, had been driving this automobile during the 
evening of. July 13, 1956. 


Mrs. ROWLEY went on to say that the Arlington 


Police returned to.the house at approximately 2:30 A. M., 
July 14, 1956, and wanted to know the license tag number 
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for the 1956 Ford sedan, color blue, on is the oa, 
of another son, LAURENCE DUANE ROWLEY Mrs. ROWLEY 

stated that LAURENCE DUANE ROWLEY is visiting out of town 3"! 
and was not present at the time the police called at the 
house. Mrs. ROWLEY stated she made available the license 

tag number of the 1956 blue Ford which was then parked 

beside the residence of 605 North Jefferson Street, which 
number is 306-530. Wirs. ROWLEY also stated that at that 

time the police informed her. husband and her that they 

were making the inquiry concerning the license tags and 

the 1955 yellow and black Ford for the benefit of the 
Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, D. C. 


Mrs. ROWLEY related that at some time during 
the early morning she heard an automobile stop in front 
of the house but that she did not hear any voices. She: 
said she did not hear any footsteps and after looking out 
the window and seeing the yellow and black Ford in front 
of the house she went back to bed. 


Mrs. ROWLEY went on to say that the next morning 
July 14, 1956, when she inquired of RONALD ROWLEY as to 
his activities during the evening of July 13, 1956, he 
made a statement that "we just burned some crosses." 


In connection with the conversation Mrs. ROWLEY 
had with RONALD ROWLEY on the morning of July 14, 1956, 
Mrs. ROWLEY furnished the following signed statement. 


"Arlington, Virginia 
July 14, 1956 


hs veva|oruxone\howey, make the following 
statement voluntarily to SAMUEL W. WEST, JR., 
and WOODROW P, LIPSCOYB, who have identified 
themselves as Special Agents of the Federal ay 
Bureau of Investigation. No threats or. promises ye 
have been made to me, I have been told I can 
have a lawyer present. .I have been told I do 

‘not have to make a statement, and that any 

' statement I do make can be used against me in 


court. We Vi ENRo ld at 


"I reside at 605 North ‘Jefferson Street, 
Arlington, Virginia. ey 


. fey INE VLE! slp. 
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"On the morning of July 14, 1956, when I 
asked my son, RONALD ROWLEY, where he was last 
night or very early this.morning, he told me he 
was in the District, meaning the District of 
Columbia... When I asked him where did he go, 
he said, 'We' just: burned some crosses.' He 
did not say where the crosses were burned other 
than, 'just over in town.' When he says 
‘over in town,' I think he means Washington, 

D. C. RONALD did not mention any names of 
persons he may have been with last night. He 
gave no further details. 


“When I asked him why he brought home the 
black and yellow Ford and took the Blue Ford, 
RONALD said, 'I had te take a fellow home.' 

He did not identify that person. 


“RONALD did not give me any more information 
as to his activities on the night of Joly 13 or 
early morning of July 14, 1956. 


"TI have read this statement consisting of 
‘this and one other page and the information I 
have given is true and correct. 


"NEVA G, ROWLEY. 


Witnesses: 
WOODROW P. LIPSCOMB, FBI Richmond, Va. 
SAMUEL W. WEST, JR. , FBI, Richmond, Va." 


Mrs. ROWLEY went ‘on to say that her son RONALD 
has been a member of the White Citizens Council in Washington, 
D. C., for a period from two to three months. She said 
it is her recollection that he attended a meeting of the 
White Citizens Council in Washington, D. C., some time in 
June, 1956. She further commented that she does not know 
the identities of any of the other persons connected with 
the White Citizens Council nor does she know anything 
concerning the activities of her son with that organization. 


Mrs. ROWLEY stated that RONALD ROWLEY has a y 
friend, Miss GERDA’ DOERR, who resides with Mrs. MARY E.j, |, ° 
GOODE, 3425 Newton Street, Mt. Rainier, Maryland. She ° 
said that 1 MiSs DOERR is an “employee of the Government 
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Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D. C. Mrs. 
ROWLEY stated that she does not know the identities 

of any friends of her son RONALD other than the persons 
known as FRED BEST, ROBERT MURPHY and EUGENE COLTON, 
persons, who were in school with RONALD and who reside 
at unknown addresses but believeu to be in Arlington 
County, Virginia. 
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On July 14, 1956, SAs SAMUEL W. WEST, JR. and 
WGODROW P. LIPSCOMB interviewed Mr. LAURENCE’ McKINLEY 
SROWLEY at his residence, 605 N. Jefferson Street, Arlington, 
| Virginia. ow P Royle eee acne Se 

HI: ° N\« [ Rowse RS? 

nr. ‘ROWLEY stated that he is. ‘t e , father of 
ALLAN LORING ROWLEY and RONAVD EUGENE ROWLEY and that 
both of these sons reside at the above addréss. | “Mr. 
ROWLEY related that semetime during the early evening of 
July 13, 1956, his son RONALD left the residence by which 
means Mr. ROWLEY does not recall. He said he believes 
RONALD left in the automobile of ALLAN ROWLEY because 
ALLAN left at a later time in the automobile; a blue 
1936 Ford sedan, the property of another sen, LAURENCE 
DUANE ROWLEY. 

4, 


| Mr. Laurence|/ROWLEY we went on to say thet he 
went to bed at 9:30 p.m. on the night of July 1956. 
He said he slept soundly and did not hear anything until 
approximately 2:00 a.mwwhen the Arlington Police ; 
Department uniform men came to the house and asked as to 
the location and us@ef the 1955 yellow and black Ford, 
which is the property of ALLAN LORING ROWLEY. Mr. ROWLEY 
asserted that the police officers asked his wife end hin- 
self questions as te where is Ford automobile had been 
during the nigh. of July 1956, end the early morning 
of July 14, 1956. Mr. doitey said he told the police 
officers that the automobile had been’ used: by one of his 
sons, either ALLAN or RONALD. He went on to say that 
apparently it had been used by RONALD as his son ALLAN - 
was then at home asleep. 


Mr. ROWLEY stated that the > police | returned 
to the house at a later time in the early morning of 
July 14, 1956, at which time the family dog barked loudly 
and this awakened ALLAN ROWLEY, whe got out of bed to. 
investigate the dog barking. Mir. ROWLEY said he dees net 
knew what ALLAN did when he got out of bed to. see what 
was causing the dog te bark. 


Mr. ROWLEY stated that his son, ~ RONALD, cane 
home at a later time, but the exact hour of his arriva al 
is net known. 
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According to Mir. ROWLEY; on the morning of 
July 14, 1956, he asked RONALD what he had’ been doing 
on the evening of July 13, 1956, that weuld’ catise the 
police to come to the house and inquire about him, at 
which time RONALD told him he weuld take care’ of the — 
matter himself. Mr. ROWLEY said that RONALD at no time 
told him anything concerning his activities during the 
evening of July 15, 1956, er early morning of July 14, 
1956, or why the police would be wanting to talk to 
him about his activities. 


Mr. ROWLEY remarked that RONALD owns a 1947 
Ferd club coupe, color black, which was at that time © 
-ineperative because it has defective front wheels. Mr. 
ROWLEY added that the automobile was at that tiie up on 
blocks in the family perece ot wee address, and that no 
current license tags had beer issued for the car. This 
fact was confirmed by observation by SAs WEST and 
LIPSCOMB who saw the 1947 club coupe “up on blocks in 
the garage and rear of 605 N. Jeff .rson Street, 
Arlington, Virginia. . 


According to Mr. ROWLEY, he does not know 
anything concerning RONALD's activities en the night of 
July 13, 1956, and carly morning of July 14, 1956, and . 
that RONALD has not given him any information about 
his activities during that time. Mr. ROWLEY went on to 
say that RONALD did not receive any telephone calls or 
make any telephone calls from his home which would in any 
way give Mr. ROWLEY an idea as to his son's activities 
during the pertinent period. é 


Nir. ROWLEY stated he does net know the 
aden tretvs ef any organizations te which RONALD ROWLEY 
_ belongs. 


Gn July 14, 1956, Mr. LAURENCE M. ROWLEY and 
his wife, NEVA, gave written’ permission to SAs WEST and 
LIPSCOMB to search the premises located at 605 N. 
Jefferson Street, Arlington, Virginia. 
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A search of the premises at 605 N. Jefferson 
Street, Arlington, Virginiz, was made by SAs WEST and 
LIPSCOMB and items ef evidence, the description of which 
is set out hereinafter, were obtained. A receipt for 
these items taken was given to Mr. ROWLEY 


eee 


RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, “605 N.’ on Street, 
Arlington, Virginia, at_ the request of Detective EDWARD W. 
CHAILLET, Metropolitan Police Department, Rs eae) 
came to the office of Deputy Chief EDGAR E.. SCOTT 
Metropolitan Police Department, on July 14. "$956, 
RGWLEY was interviewed by Deputy Chief SCOTT, Detective 
CHAILLET, and ‘SA LESLIE B. ChISHOLM. 


9 


ROWLEY executed the following signed + statement, 
the original ef which is being maintained in the files of 
the Hasheneten Field Office: 


"Wa shidiesae D.C. 
‘July 14th, 1956 


"T Ronald Eugene Rovley hake the following: free 
and voluntary statement to Deputy Chief Edgar E. Scott, 
Detective Edward W. Chaillet; of the Metropolitan Police” 
Department and Leslie B. Chisholm who has identified himself 
to be a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigatien. 
No threats or promises have been made to obtain: this state- 
ment from me and I have been advised Ido’ hot have to make 
any statements. I have been advised any statement I de- 
make can be used against me°in cotirt afd that I have the 
right to obtain the services of an attorney. 


its Srartee 
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INTERVIEW OF FRED HOCKETT, 1115 MARYLAND AVENUE, N.E. oe 


Investigation in’ the 1300 block of Maryland prenUele N.E. 
on the afternoon of ATuly Ly 1956, was negative. 


‘Investigation in the 1100 block of Maryland Avenue, 

N. R., disclosed that.an individual possibly identical with FRED 
HOCKETT resided on the second floor o® 1715 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
This individual allegedly owned a 1947-4.8 Plymouth station wagon. 
While SA SMART remained at the front of tne above address, SA 
LOVE and Detective ZERWICK proceeded to the rear of 1115 Maryland 
Avenue, N.E., in an effort to locate HOCKETT's automobile to aid 
in his identification. SA LOVE and Detective ZERWICK observed a 
1947-8 Plymouth station wagon bearing Florida license plate 
numier 7-21399 parked in the rear of 1115 Maryland Avenue, N.&E. 

SA LOVE and Detective ZERWICK observed the glove compartment of 
this automobile to contain Various articles of paper and rags. 
They further observéd an empty Coca Cola bottle on the front seat 
floor of ‘this automobile and the aroma of kerosene. No entrance 
to this automobile was made or attempted, nor was anything removed 
or extracted therefrom. SA LOVE and Detective ZERWICK moved away 
from the automobile whereupon Detective ZERWICK rejoined SA SMART 
leaving SA LOVE to the rear of the residence of 1115 Maryland, 
Avenue, N.E., should an individual possibly identical with HOCKETT 
attempt to depart before interview. . 
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__ On July 14, 1956, SA WALTER W. SMART, Jr., and Detective 
WILLIAM ZERWICK, Washington, D. C., Metropolitan Police 
Department, went together to the apartment located on the 
second floor of 1115 Maryland Avenue N.E. 


Detective ZERWICK knocked at the door to the 
second floor apartment and identified himself as a police- 
gian, Gisplay 10g his badge to a young boy who came to 
the door. The boy called for his father, advising him 
that a policeman wanted to see him, and a voice from the 
rear of the apartment said, "Come in." 


SA SMART and the Detective entered the apartment 
and a man, who later identified himself as HOCKETT, came 
into the front room and, before SA SMART could identify 
himself, demanded to know what was wanted. The Detective 
answered, saying that it would be appreciated if Mr. HOCKETT 
would go to the station and answer a few questions, 

HOCEETT demanded an explanation as to the nature of the 
questions. SA SMART at this time identified himself 


pone ee for these acts. He said that he had not left 
his home the previous evening and, furthermore, he could 
prove this by his wife, his children, and some relatives 
who were visiting. He added that he was in complete 
accordance with the burning of the crosses and stated 
that if he knew who burned these crosses, he wouldn't 
say who they were. 


HOCKETT repeated that he had not left his home 
the previous evening and that he could prove this by 5 
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his wife and children and relatives, whom he had picked 
up at the train station at 11 o'clock (he did not say 
am. or pems). ee 


HOCKETT then demanded that the Agent. and the 
Detective leave his home. His wife, who was talking at 
the same time, said that HOCKETTis munemployed carpenter 
and had been sick in bed for: the past two weeks with 
asthma. She said he also suffers from a heart condition 
and that she would refuse to allow him to leave the house 
with the policeman or with the Agent. She also demanded 
that SA SMART and the Detective leave, saying they had 
no right to barge into her home. It was explained that 
they were invited in, but both Mr. and Mrs. HOCKETT 
continued their demands for SMART and ZERWICK to leave. 


During the above, both SMART and ZERWICK had 
asked HOCKETT on several occasions to accompany them to 
their office and he had refused, finally saying that he 
had been a policeman once himself and had studied some 
law and knew that he did not have to go with any officer 
unless he had a warrant for his arrest. He said, "If 
you want me to go with you, get a warrant." He also 
said that he intended to call his lawyer concerning this 
matter. 


All the time that Mr. HOCKETT was talking, 
he was practically shouting and was using profane language. 


After HOCKETT and his wife had demanded 
that the officers leave his home unless they had a warrant 
for his arrest, SA SMART and Detective ZERWICK departed. 


During the course of the above interview, the’ 
odor of alcohol could be detected atid HOCKETT gave every 
outward appearance of being under the influence of alcohol 


Subsequent to the above interview, Detective ZERWICK 
and SA LOVE observed HOCKETT to depart his residence in the 
above described Plymouth station wagon and proceed to a gasoline 
station at Lang Placé and Bladensburg Road, N.E., where he made 
a telephone call in a sentry-type telephone booth. Thereafter 
he made a purchase in a liquor store and returned to his residence. 
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RE INTERVIEW WITH FRED PLANT HOCKETT 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs CHARLES M. BEALL, JR., and JOSEPH I. WOODS: 


$2 On the morning of July 15, 1956, Ae FRED 
PLAN HOCKETT was located at his apartment, Apartient 2, rae aes 
_1115-Maryland Avenue, N. W. Mr. HOCKETT responded-to. be 
a knock on the joor by reporting agents, at which time eee 
agents identified themselves as behg with the FBI. Mr... os 
HOCKETT then, after a short wait, invited the agents to the.-~- 
porch of his’ apartment, where the interview took place. é! 
It should be pointed out at this time that at no time did: 4/ af 
agents actually enter Mr. HOCKETT's apartment. The porch, 
above described, is in the front portion of the building. 
Present at most. times during the interview,besides eee 
agents and HOCKKTT was his wife, one uaup \cHaMBERS\i OCKETT. 

Mr. HOCKETT was questioned relative to his. 

alleged participation in instant-matter, and at this point 
HOCKETT became somewhat incensed and questioned as to why 
the FBI was participating in this matter. It was pointed 
out to him that a complaint had been received by the FBI 
relative to the possible violation on his part of a Federal 
Statute, and this was the reason for the interview. 


It should be noted at this point that during 
most of the hterview HOCKETT was apparently co-operative 
however, at all times when pointed questions were asked 
of him, such as background information, etc., he refused to 
_ answer same. All background information relative to HOCKETT 
and his wife was, in fact, secured through pretext. From 
observation, HOCKETT is quite apparently controlled by his 
wife and she, on some instances, advised him not to furnish 
any information whatsoever. 


All during the interview, HOCKETT expressed 
vehement anti-semitic and anti-Negro feelings. He also 
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expressed complete displeasure at the action of..the. Supreme 
Court relative to anti-segr@atio and was most critical ‘of 
the Government's viewpoint concerning anti-segregation. 
HOCKETT's wife, from appearances and statements she made 
during the interview, is even more anti-semitic and anti- 
Negro than her husband, and on at least one occasion became 
incoherent in her hatred of the Negro Race. , 
HOCKETT stated that he had read in: the newspaper 
regarding the incident of the burning of the crosses and 
quite frarmiy agreed with what the people had done. He 
stated, however, that he had not in any way participated in 
this burning or in any way been involved. He volunteered 
the information that he thought that the method was rather 
childish, and that he had planned to do something about 
anti-segra@aton, however, was going to take it up through the 
Legislature. HOCKETT stated’ that as anatter of fact, he had 
been suffering from asthma and had spent all day Friday, 
Friday night and Saturday morning at home’ in his apartment. 
He stated that in fact he had left his home, for approxi- 
mately an hour on Friday evening,at which time he picked 
up his wife, who works at a local business establishment. 
HOCKETT advised that. he had numerous witnesses to his 
activities on Friday evening and Saturday morning and 
started to name them, however, was interrupted by his wife. 
His wife advised that she did not wish anyone else inyolved 
in this matter. HOCKETT then stated that his wife and two 
children would be enough witnesses as to ae activities. 


HOCKETT was) advised that certain statements had 
been made by another individual that he, HOCKETT, had in 
fact participated in a mapr way in the preparing and burning 
of the crosses and HOCKETT categorically denied any such 
connection. HOCKETT at this point advised that he would have 
been proud to have become a part of this activity and in 
fact, he would probably not furnish any information if he had 
it in his possession. He was questioned at this point 
whether or not he would furnish information involving himself 
and he stated that he would not. 
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Mr. HOCKETT stated that in fact he saw ROWLEY's 
picture in the newspaper and, could state to the best of 
his knowledge that he had never/| seen ROWLEY. He was | 
questioned relative to his possible association with one 
JOHN LEE, and to this question he made the same answer. that 
he had never heard of and could: not recall ever havin 
seen JOHN LEE. HOCKETT was asked whether he would fats 
a written statement setting out the above information/and { 
he advised that he would. At this point his wife cautioned j 
HOCKETT against such a statement, characterizing it as I 
being illegal. At this poit HOCKETT overruled his wife and : 
a written statement was prepared for his signature. . HOCKETT 
read the statement and was satisfied that it was true to*~ 
the best of his knowledge, however,:.deferred signing same 
until he contacted his attorney. At his suggestion his 
wife attempted tq contact his attorney, whom he identified 
as one REWLAN (phonetic). HOCKETT stated that 
his attorney resides in Arlington, Virginia. Efforts to 
contact this individual by his wife were negative and 
-HOCKETT stated that he would contact the field/office after 
he had received advice from his attorney regarding the 
signing... of the statement. 


For purpose of record, the statement prepared: 
for HOCKETT's signature, which he ees erated: pee true, 
is set out as follows: 


Waly 15, 1956 


"I. FRED P,. HOCKETT, make the following voluntary 
statement to JOSEPH I. WOODS and CHARLES M. BEALL who have 
identified themselves as Special Agents of the F.B.I. U. S. 
Dept. of Justice. I have been advised that I do not have to 
make this statement and that it may, be used| in court. I have 
been advised that I have right of c ursel. ‘This statement 
is given free from any threats or P omises. \ 

"I had nothing. whatsoever to do in Siannihe 
ov setting fire to the sses that were burned early Sat. 
morning July 14, in frént of the residences of Justice 
FRANKFURTER, Chief Justice’ WARREN, Senator LEHMAN, 

Solicitor Gen. SOBELOFF, and irs DOUGLAS KING. 
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"I was at home all day Friday July 13, 1956 
and all Friday night and Saturday morning July 14, I did 
pick my wife up at about 5:00 P.M. July 13, however returned 
home immediately. 


"I. do not recall meeting RONALD ROWLEY and 
to the best of my knowledge I have never seen him. 


"I do not recall ever meeting JOHN D. LEE and 
to the best of my knowledge I have never seen hin." 


Unsigned 


A check of the D. C. City Telephone Directory 
reflects that there is an attorney, one WALTER J. NEWLON, 
Clarendon, Virginia, Telephone Number JAckson 8-4355. It 

is not known whether this attorney is identical with 
HOCKETT's claimed attorney, however,it is the only name 
Similar. HOCKETT also stated that he has an attorney by 

the name of MORRIS PERSON: however, is not using him in this 
case, 


There is no record in the Washington Field Office 
indices of WALTER J. NEWLON, 


There are two Dies Committee references on a 
MORRIS BENSON. It is not known whether these references 
are identical with the attorney of HOCKETT. 


As to the question of the signing of the statement 
HOCKETT made the statemefit to interviewing agents that after 
he had been interviewed on July 14, 1956, by a Police Officer 
and FBI agents, he had contacted his attorney, NEWLAN (ohone tte) 
and NEWLAN advised him not to sign anything without~his 
advice and also not to accompany any Police Officers or FBI 
Agents unless they had the proper legal warrant. - 


HOCKETT was questioned as to his membership in 


any organizations and he stated that he belonged to no~ 
organizations. 
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It should be pointed out at this time that 
at the conclusion of the interview, HOCKETT reiterated 
that he had not participated in instant cross burning 
and at this point he was again asked the question if he 
had been implimted would he advise’ reporting agents of . 
this fact. At this point he then stated that he would | 
advise of his participation if he had been involved. This 
was completely different from his attitude at the start, of 
the interview. 


HOCKETT stated that in the event he had any 
information he would furnish it to interviewing agents and 
requested how he could contact them, and he was furnished 
with the appropriate information. 
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A review of the Street Directory for the City 


of Alexandria by SA LIPSCOMB reflected that a person by 


the name of JOHN D. LEE, an. employee of the Potomac ~ 
Electric Pewer Company, resided at 428 N, Peyton Street, 


Alexandria, Virginia. 


A review of the records of the Police Depart- 
ment, Alexandria, Virginia, by Officer BENJAMIN LESTER 
failed to reveal any record fer JOHN D. LEE, 428 N.. 
Peyten Street, Alexandria, Virginia. 


“ 


On July 14, 1956, SA LESLIE B. CHISHOLM and 
WOODROW P. LIPSCOMB interviewed JOHN DAVID LEE at the 
Resident Agency, Alexandria, Virginia. At that time, 
Mr. LEE advised that he'was one “ef the participants in 
the burning ef two crosses at the Sheraton Park Hotel, 
Washington, D. C., during the night of July 13, 1956, or 
early morning of july 14, 1956. LEE stated he was present 


-#t the burning of those crosses, but he denied taking any 


active part in the burning of the crosses. He declined 
te identify the two other persons whom he said were 
present at the time those cresses were burned. He did 
say that he met those two persons et an unrevealed place 
in the Southeast area of Washington, D. C., earlier in 
the evening of July 13, 1956. JOHN DAVID LEE further 
stated he has no knowledge -f where the crosses were 
built, where they were oftzined, by whom obtained, or 
how they were transported to the Sheraton Perk Hotel. 
Subject, LEE, denies handling or igniting any the 
crosses, and he asserted that he has ne knowledge 
concerning the burning of other crosses in the District of 
Columbia and the State of Maryland during “he night::of 
July 13, 1956, and early morning of July 14, 1956. 
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Subject, LEE, went en to state thee the crosses 
were burned to signify a ‘pretest of the Supreme Court's 
decision concerning integration, _ 


LEE declined’ te furnish ‘a sipned s statement 
concerning his activities during the evening of July 13, 
1956, and early morning of July 14, 1956. 


Subject, LEE, admits that” he is gecbelatea® 
with the White Citizens Council and that he hes attended 
a meeting of the White Citizens Council in Washington, 

D. C., in June, 1956, LEE went on to say that he has 
endeavored to establish a White Citizens Council in ~ 
Alexandria, Virginia, but thet he has net been successful. 


Fingerprints and palit prints were obtained from 


JOHN DAVID LEE and these have been hand=carried to the 
Identification Division of the Bureau on July 15, 1956. 
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NNCHOLS AVEND AT AMERICAN LEGION, KENNA-MAIN POST, 2201 
4 HO! 2 AV SNUE Skee . a . — ~— iat erahimaaenaatDaCnne EN 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA RICHARD B. LAVIN on July 15, 1956. 


Mrs. NEALE BIGGS, 3125 Nichols Avenue S.E., 
advised that her brother-in-law, CLEM TRUNNELL, maintins 
a real estate office at 3123 Nichols Avenue S.E., and is 
responsible for the rental of the American Legion Hall 
located at 3201 Nichols Avenue S.E. Mrs. BIGGS advised 
that she herself knew nothing concerning the rental of the 
American Legion Hall and that her brother-in-law will not 
return to Washington, D. C.; until either sometime late 
in the evening hours of July 15, 1956, or on Monday, 

July 16, 1956. _ 


Mr. MARK M, MOORE, 312° Ninth Place S.E., Assis- 
tant Adjutant of the American Legion, Kenna-Main, Number 32 
Post, located at 3201 Nichols Avenue S,.E,, advised that 
CLEM TRUNNELL, a real estate agent, is responsible for the 
rental of the American Legion Hall. Mr. MOORE stated that 
he had received a check from’Mr. TRUNNELL on July 14, 1956, 
Mr. MOORE exhibited this check, which réflects that it 
was drawn on the National Bank of Washington, Washington, 


., dD. (., payable to the Kenna-Main Post, Number 27, Inc., 


in the amount of $10, .The drawer of the check was listed as 
E. F.\WOHNSTON, White Citizens Couticil (WCC) of the District 
of Columbia, Southeast Council, The date of the check 

was July-6, 1956. Mr. MOORE stated that he believed the 
American Legion Hall was rentéd: of oné other occasion and 

in checking through his records, he found the notation 

that the Hall was rented to EDGAR’ F.\ JOHDSION on July 6, 
1956. Mr. MOORE explained that neither le .ior TRUNNELL 
was aware of exactly what type of an organization the WCC 
was and that they had had no prior dealings with JOHNSTON 
until he commenced to rent the Hall. As far as MOORE 

knows. the Hall is not rented to the WCC as a regular 
occurrence. MOORE supplied the information that the Hall 

was tiot rented to the WCC during the week of July 8-14, 
1956, inclusive. 
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Mr. MOORE stated that the names JOHN D, LEZ, 
FRED HOCKETT, and RONALD E, ROWLEY were unknown to him 
and that they were not members of the American Legion 
Post. Mr. MOORE also stated that there is no carpenter 
shop or any kind of a workshop on the premises of the 
American Legion property. 


Mr. MOORE explained that THOMAS E. CRANE, 
2513 Southern Avenue S.E., was the Sergeant at Arms 
and general caretaker of the property anc pers would 
know something concerning the rental of the Hal 


Mr. THOMAS ©, CRANE, 2513 Southern Avenue S.E. 
advised that he is the’ Sergeant at Arms of the Kenna- — 
Main American Legion Post, as well as the ed 
of the building. CRANE stated that he has no recollection 
of any organization meeting at the American Legion Hall 
under the name of the WCC. He stated, however, that most 
of the time he comes in the ‘day after an organization has 
used the Hall and just cleans up. CRANE also stated that 
there is no carpenter shop or workshop of any kind on the 
premises of the Post. 


The June, 1956, Wachineeon, D. C., Telephone 
Directory lists an EDGAR F. JOHNSTON, residing at 1103 
Bellevue 5.E. 


The physical appearance of the neighborhood in 
the vicinity of 1103 Bellevue Street S.E, reflects that 
it is an apartment house located in the Bellevue Terrace 
Apartments. An examination of the immediate vicinity 
did not reflect any garage or outbuilding which would 
indicate that a workshop could have been contained therein. 
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wor EFforts were made to locate this individual ‘since 
investigation had disclosed that she is the girl friend of 

and had ‘been’ going’ steady with RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, and” 

might be familiar with his associates or any organizations 

that he might be a member, oa 


oes On JuTy 15, 1956,°Mrs. MARY GOODE, 3425 Newton | 
Street, Mt. Rainier, Maryland adviséd SAs KENNETH J. °°" ~~ 
CLIFFORD and ROBERT’L. SHACKELFORD that shé rents a room to 
GERDA DOERR FOWLER. Mrs. GOODE said that she knows this 
pérson° to havé béén married and that she is presently ~~ 
séparated from her husband.” She stated that she believes ~ 
Mr. FOWLER résidés”° somewheré in Northern Maryland, and that 
as far as she knows GERDA usés thé’ surname of FOWLER. Mrs. 
GOODE stated that GERDA had béen going steady with RONALD’ 
EUGENE ROWLEY for the past two months and that she has met ~~ 
ROWLEY On Sévéral occasions. She said that she does not know 
anything about GERDA's personal background or does not’ ~ 
know anything about ROWLEY‘s background. “Mrs, GOODE further 
stated that GERDA DOERR FOWLER visits a girl friend named 
MARJORIE REED in Arlington, Virginia, on various week ends. 
She said that GERDA had stayed at home on Friday evening,  —— 
July 13, 1956, but that she was not at home Saturday, July 14, 
1956, or today and presumably -had stayed with her girl friend 
in Arlington, Virginia. Mrs. GOODE said that GERDA is a 

very nice girl and that she is very quiet and considerate. 
She said that to her knowledge she had never been in any 
trouble. 


- Miss MARJORIE ANN REED, 5714 North 4th Street, 
Arlington, Virginia, advised SAs CLIFFORD and SHACKELFORD 
on July 15, 1956, that she is a girl friend and co-worker 
of GERDA DOERR FOWLER. She stated that she and Mrs. FOWLER 
had worked until 1:00 p.m. yesterday, July 14, 1956, at 
Government Emp Loyees Insurance Corporation, 14th and L 
Streets, N. W. Miss REED further stated that they returned 
to her home after work and that Mrs. FOWLER stayed until 
later on in the evening when Mr. ROWLEY picked her up. 

She stated that she believes Mrs. FOWLER accompanied 

Mr. ROWLEY and some friends on a trip to Virginia or West 
‘Virginia to pick up one of Mr. ROWLEY's aunts. She said 

“that she did not know when to expect Mrs. FOWLER back and 
would presumably see her at work tomorrow, July 16, 1956. 
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la. On daly - 155 1956, Mrs; “NEVA G. ROWLEY, 605 North 
Jefferson Street, Arlington, Virginia, advised” ‘SA LESLIE B. 
CHISHOLM that’ her’ son; ONALD, and’ several of his” friends 
went to Berkley Springs, Shed. Virginia, this morning. — ~ 
Mrs. ROWLEY stated that her son was not éxpected back until 
‘either’ late HOnEEIY or early tomorrow morning. 
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SEPARATE ACTION BEING TAKEN BY METROPOLITAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 


- ~ Deputy Chief EDGAR SCOTT: advised SA GRANT’ Ey ~NANNA 
on i duly 15; 1956, that the’ Hetropolitan Policé Depar thenit, 
Washington, ‘D: C.;~ on July 16, 1956, would file the same 
charges against subjects JOHN DAVID’ LEE and FRED HOCKETT™ 
that were filed against ROWLEY on July 14, 1956 (Violation ‘of 
Title 22, Section 1113, D.C; Code). “He Stated that in ‘the 
event HOCKETT was driving his station wagon with expired” 
Florida license plates, an additional charge could be placed 
against him. 


Deputy Chief SCOTT during the course of the day 
extended an invitation for LEE to come to the Metropolitan 
Police Department, but LEE could not do so until July 16, 
1956. Chief SCOTT did not feel that he could take any other 
course except to see LEE on July 16, 1956, since he did not 
have a warrant for his arrest. He aiso preferred not 
to attempt to have HOCKETT appear at the Police Department 
on July 15, 1956. 
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PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


The physical description of the evidence in this case 
is set out as follows; 


A. (Burning at the residence of Mrs. DOUGLAS KING, 
5402 Odell Road, Beltsville, Maryland) 


The remains of the cross which had been burned at this 
location was exhibited by ARTHUR KING, son of Mrs. KING, the 
same having been thrown on a brush pile in the rear yard. The 
cross was observed to be "two inches by two inches"wood. The long 
section as about eight feet and the cross section five feet. 
They are fastened together with a carriage bolt with wing nut. 
At the bottom is a twelve inch length of 3/8 inch steel rod by |. 
means of which the cross could be plunged into the ground and be 
made to stand erect. The wood had been wrapped with what appears 
to be raw cotton and cheese cloth, the same being stapled to 
the wood with metal staples. 


B. (Burning at residence of victim FRANKFURTER) 


A cross located at the Seventh Precinct, Metropolitan 
Police Department (MPD), Washington, D.C., was measured by SAs 
JOSEPH I. WOODS and WALTER E, HEUCKE on July 14, 1956. This 
eross was made of "two by two'lumber. The vertical beam was 
sight feet long with the cross beam measuring five feet. These 
two beams were joined by a bolt with a wing nut. The cross was 
covered with charred cotton batting stapled with 3/8 inch staples 
to the two by two's. In the bottom of the vertical beam was a 
3/8 inch metal rod fourteen inches long. A hole had been bored 
in the vertical beam in which this metal rod had been inserted. 


Co. 1. (Burning at the residence of victims WARREN and 
LEHMAN) 


.  . "wo crosses were located at the Eighth Precinct, MPD, 
by SAS HEUCKE and WOODS on July 14, 1956. These two crosses were 
identical in measurement to the one set out in B above with 
the exception that one of the crosses was missing the metal rod. 


C. 2. There was also found a placard which appeared 
to be made of tempered Masonite, dark brown in color, measuring 
nineteen inches by ten and one half inches on which was printed 
in white paint: 
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EARLE WARREN 
NIGGER 
LOVER 


C. 3. There was also found a placard of the, same 
material as set in C. 2. above measuring sixteen and one-fourth 
inches by fifteen and three-fourths inches, on which hed been 
printed with white. paint: 


HERBERT 
LEHMAN 
J HW 


Ca he There was found by SAs HEUCKE and WOODS, a metal 
rod of 3/8 inches diameter which had been pent and measured 
approximately fourteen inches. ; 


De (Burning at the residence of victim SOBELOFF) 


One cross located at the Eighth Precinct, MPD, was 
measured by SAs WOOD and HEUCKE on July 14, 1956, and found 
to be identical in measurement and description to the cross set 
in B above. 


. D. 1. A placard which appeared to be made of tempered 

Masonite, dark brown in color, measuring nineteen and one-fourth 
inches by thirteen and one half inches on which had been printed 
in white paint the following; 


ON 
SOBELOFF 
JEW 


The first three letters of the name SOBELOFF had been 
underlined with white paint. The top portion of the placard had 
been burned out apparently eliminating the letters SIM. 


The above placard was obtained by SA LEO I. PROSISE 
from SY FISHBEIN, City Desk, Washington Post and Times Herald 
newspaper on July 14, 1956. 


On July 14, 1956, at S3 10 pom. “Station Clerk DONALD 
A. SMITH, Eighth Precinct Station, MPD, Washington, D.C., 
turned over to SA‘HEUCKE the crosses designated above as C. l. 
and D. and the placards designated at Cc. 2. and Cc. 3. It is to 
be noted that these crosses.did not .bear-any mark of identification 
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as to whether they had come from the Sheraton Park Hotel or 
45u5 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. SMITH stated 
that he did not know which had come from which place nor 

was there anything in his records to identify them. 


Officer PAUL G. RESIGNATO, MPD, Washington, D.C., 
who was in the patrol car which answered the call at 45y5 
Connecticut Avenue, N.W., advised SA HEUCKE on July 15, 1956, 
that he had not marked the cross found at that location for 
identification and that there would be no way for him to pick 
it out from the two found at the Sheraton Park Hotel. He 
stated that a patrolwaggon from the Seventh Precinct had 
actually taken the cross from 4545 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., 
to the Eighth Precinct, Station. 


Officer PAUL F. REESE, who was in the patrol car 
Which answered the call at the Sheraton Park Hotel, advised 
that he had not marked the two crosses for future identification 
and as a result would not be able to pick these two crosses 
out from the cross located at 545 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 


On July 14, 1956, at 5:45 pom. Officer JAMES ST. 
JOHN, Seventh Precinct Station, MPD, Washington, D.C., turned 
over to SA HEUCKE a cross which bore an identification tag 
revealing that it had been picked up from in front of JUSTICE 
FRANKFURTER!s residence, 3018 Dumbarton Street, N.W. Officer 
ST. JOHN advised that Officer REVERDY C. ORME had turned 
this cross in to the Seventh Precinct Station. 


The above four crosses and placards were taken by 
SA HEUCKE to the FBI Laboratory and turned over to SA J. T. 
FREEMAN at 6:02 p.m. 


On the evening of July ly, 1956, the cross burned 
in front of the home of Mrs. DOUGLAS KING, 5402 Odell Road, 
Beltsville, Maryland, was delivered personally by SA FRANCIS 
JAHN to the FBI Laboratory where itwas turned over to 
SA ROBERT FRAZIER. 


The following investigation was conducted by SA WOODROW 
P. LIPSCOMB, Richmond, Virginia. - 
The following items were obtained from the garage 
located at 605 N. Jefferson Street, Arlington, Virginia, 
July 14, 1956. This address is the residence of LAURENCE M. 
ROWLEY. 
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l. 
es 
3x 
h. 


5. 
6. 


A stick used for mixing paint. 
A small scrap of cotton waste. 
Partly used roll of electricians tape. 


A sample (approximately two ounces) of white 
paint. 


A large electricians staple. 


A small staple. 


The above items were delivered to the FBI Laboratory 
at 2:25 pem. July 15, 1956, by SA LIPSCOMB. 
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RESULTS OF LABORATORY EXAMINATION CONCERNING PHYSICAL 
EVIDENCE 


Concerning the items mentioned above, the following 
analysis by the FBI‘Laboratory has been made; 


The five crosses haw the same general appearances 
and construction and consist of vertical pieces approximately 
sight feet in length to which are bolted horizontd pieces 
approximately five feet in length. Each of the crosses with 
the exception of one received from the Eighth Precinct Station, 
MPD, Washington, D.C., had an iron rod approximately 3/8 inch 
The four horizontal pieces of the crosses with the 
exception of the cross received from 5402 Odell Road, Beltsville, 
Maryland, recovered by SA FRANCIS JAHN from ARTHUR KING, were 
identified as having been sawed with a circular saw from one 
board. The four vertical pieces of the crosses except the one 
received from ARTHUR KING and the horizonté pieces of the 
cross received from ARTHUR KING were identified as having 
been sawed with a circular saw from one board, 


The vertical section of the cross . received from 
ARTHUR KING is of one and 5/8 inches by two inches Sourthern 
Yellow Pine board and is different in dimension from all of 
the other boards submitted which are approximately one and 
9/16 inches square Sourthern Yellow Pine. 


The vertical and horizonal pieces of the crosses 
received from the residences of JUSTICE FRANKFURTER, Precinct 
Hight, and ARTHUR KING are fastened taqgether with one-fourth 
inch by four inch machine bolt and wing nut. A lock washer 
is present under each wing nut. The two pieces of each of the 
crosses received from Precinct Eight are fastened together 
with a one-fourth inch by four inches carriage bolt. and wing 
nut and a lock washer is present under ‘each of the wing nuts. 


‘Tt was not possible to associate these bolts, washers 
or nuts with a particular manufacturer or to associate any 
two with each other. 


Approximately one-sixth of an ounce of a mixture 
of flammable petroleum hydrogen carbons were removed from 
_ portions of the cotton batting on the crosses received from 
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the residence of JUSTICE FRANKFURTER, one of the crosses from 
Precinet Bight and the cross received from ARTHUR KING. 

No flammable fluid was removed from the cotton on the other 
two crosses. It was not possible to identify the grades of 
the petroleum hydrogen carbon used, however, the odor of the 
flammable. fluids removed from these items suggested that 
kerosene or light fuel ofl had been used. 


The crosses received from the residence of JUSTICE 
FRANKFURTER and received from ARTHUR KING contained pieces 

of cotton cheese cloth. The one received from the residence 
of JUSTICE FRANKFURTER has an approximate yarn count of forty- 
three times thirty-seven while the count of the cheese cloth 
on the cross received from ARTHUR KING has an approximate 
count of sixty-two times fifty. Pieces of pink colored fabric 
composed of pink cotton and. white filament viscose rayon 

yarns were found attached to ome of the crosses received from 
the Eighth Precinct Station. This fabric is similar to some 
decorative fabric used for curtains, overdrapes and upholstery. 
Pieces of cotton sheeting or shirtinghaving an approximate 
yarn count of seventy-four by seventy-four was found on one 

of the crosses received from the Eighth Precinct Station. 
Cotton batting containing considerable plant stems,, leaves, 
blossoms, seed hulls, etc., was found on all specimens. This — 
batting is similar to that used for packing and by upholsters. 
Horse hair similar to that used by upholsters was found on 

all crosses except one of the crosses received from the 
Eighth Precinct Station. . 


The material comprising the lettering on the placerds 
which stated "SOBELOFF JEw " "EARLE WARREN NIGGER LOVER " and 
"HERBERT LEHMAN JEW" was found to be a glossy, white alkyd 
enamel, pigmented with titanium dioxide. The enamel present 
on these placards is similar in color, texture and composition 
and could be from the same source. The three placards were 
of 1/8 inch material but it was not possible to determine 
whether any two of these boards were originally parts of the 
same board. 


The items which were recovered from the garage of 
LAURENCE M. ROWLEY were examined and it was determined that 
the paint on the stocks used for mixing paint and the paint 
contained in the two ounce sample were flat non-alkyd, white 
paints and different from the white paint found on the placards. 
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The cotton waste was found to be different in 
composition from the cheese cloth and cotton batting which 
were on the crosses. The large. staple approximately one 
and one half inches in length is an electricians staple and 
found to be different than the staples on the crosses. The 
small staple which is approximately one inch in length is 
a fencing staple and was also found to be different from the 
. staples on the crosses. , 


The Laboratory determined that there was no evidere 


of any tape found on the crosses which could be compared with 
the sample of tape taken from ROWLEY's garage. 


7 
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as - Ot July a: 1956, “SA ‘KENNETH .T. DELAVIGNE- feceneed 
the facts in this case to Assistant United’ States Attorney 
. FREDERICK G. SMITHSON with relation to subject ROWLEY. ~It~ 
is to be noted that at the time of this ‘presentation ‘Subject 
ROWLEY was at the Washington” Police Department and that 
Department was ‘thei in the act of ‘charging ROWLEY with 
Violation of the District of Columbia Code. ° “Mr. ‘SMITHSON 
was informed by SA DELAVIGNE that the local police were” 
Filing two" charges” against ROWLEY’ involving’ thé kindling ~~ 
of a bon fire in connection with the two crosses burned at 
thé Sheraton’ Park Hotel; these charges” involving Title 22, 
Section 1113, of the District of Coltmbia Code.” It was 
poinees out to Mr; SMITHSON that the local police would) ~~~ 
peauite deposit by ROWLEY of collateral totaling $20.00; that 
OWLEY “then had such sum on his person and had itidicated~~ 
he would” Recetas d See taso this collateral” npen. ‘the filing 
of the” charges. Mr. SMITHSON Was advised the ocal police 
had indicated” they would” make no further attempt to hold 
indicat én e. was able to deposit the collateral 
indicate 


Mrs “SMITHSON: stated he believed ROWLEY shotld 


265: 
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WPL: gjr IDENTIFICATION RECORD AND DESCRIPTION OF RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY: 


A photograph of ROWLEY will be obtained. 
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The following 


° 


physical description of ROWLEY 


was obtained by SA LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, Jr. on July 14, 1956: 
i 


Name: 
Address: 


Telephone: 
Race: 
Sex: 

' Date of Birth: 


Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 

Hair: 
Complexion: 


Sears or Marks 
Social Security 


Education: 


' Occupation: 


Relatives: 
Father: 
Mother: 
Brothex * 


RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY 

605 North Jefferson Street, 
Arlington; Virginia 
JAckson ‘1 ~7286 

White \ 

Male 

November 14, 1931, at Springfiedd,  _. 
_Massachusetts 

5° 114 

tae peuade 

Blue 

Brown 

Fair 


:_ None eee HE 
High School graduate; b7Cc 
14 years of college University 

of Virginia Extension, ~ . 

13th and Quincy Street, 

North Arlington, Virginia 

Mechanic, American District 

Telegraph Company, 

609 I Street, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 


LAURENCE M. ROWLEY 

NEVA G. ROWLEY 

ALLAN L. ROWLEY, age 27; 
LAURENCE D. ROWLEY, age 33. 


IDENTIFICATION RECORD AND DESCRIPTION OF s 
FRED PLANT HOCKETT: 


EMORY A. MORGAN, Fingerprint Clerk, Identification 
Division, Federal Bureau of Investigation, made available 
to SA WALTER W. SMART, Jr. on July 14, 1956, the following 
-FBI Identification record #386675 for FRED PLANT HOCKETT: 
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Contributor af 
Fingerprints _ 


PD, Miami, Fla. 
SO, Miami, Fla. 


PD, 


PD, Wash., D.C. 


D.C. Jail, 
Wash, D.C. 


Dp. C. Jail, 
Wash., B.C. 


D.C. Jail, 
Wash., D.C. 


D.C. Jail 
Wash, D.C. 


PD, Wash., D.C. 


Commandant 
PRNC 


®e 


#.., SO, Miami, Fla. 12/15/21 rel.; not wanted. 


7 
4 
= 


42, 
Arrested or Charge Disposition 
Name and Number Received 
FRED HOCKETT #-- 7/16/21 Drunk 
FRED HOCKETT #-- 12/6/21 escaped convect 


Sketchy 


records indicate that subject was an escape from Boys' 
Reformatory, Mariagna, Fla.,at time of his apprehension 
per inf. rec. SO, Miami, Fla. 7/13/33. 


Ft. Wayne, Ind. FRED PLANT HOCKETT 6/10/33 


#5618 


FRED PLANT HOCKETT 6/10/33 
#44550 


FRED HOCKETT 

#656 
FRED HOCKETT 3/5/35 
#656 

FRED HOCKETT 6/8/35 
#656 
FRED HOCKETT 10/1/35 


#656 


FRED PLANT HOCKETT 5/7/37 
#63305 


7/13/33" 


threats 


Loit. and Inv.30 days 

Co. Jail 
inv. sent. to 60 days 
Wash. Asylum & 
Jail 


7/15/33, sent. 
to 60 das. D.C. 
WH, Occoquan, 
Va., rel. 
9/2/33. 


asslt. 


contempt 48 hrs. 


non support of 6/18/35, 3 
minor child -— mos. run 
asslt. concurr. 
with asslt. 
sent., on 
lst chg. 
6/15/35 sent. 
$25 or 25 days 
on 2nd chg. 


bond $500. 
180 days. 


‘housebreaking nolle 


prosequi entered. 


FRED P, HOCKETT applicant for 


carpenter 
7/8/42 
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Contributor of Arrested or 
Fingerprints Name and Number Received 
Commandant, PRNC FRED PLANT HOCKETT Carpenter 
#NY5-CP-RCP 12/30/42 
SOS, War Dept. FRED P. HOCKETT Carpenter 
#103-BOF~16 11/20/42 
. (prt rec 
4/5/43) 


A photograph of HOCKETT will be obtained. 


Precinct Detective JOSEPH P. LYONS, Special 
Investigations Squad, Metropolitan Police Department , 
made available on July 15, 1956, the MPD arrest record 
#63305 for FRED PLANT HOCKETT. That record reflected that 
he was born February 14, 1906, at Canton, Missouri. That 
record reflected numerous arrests of HOCKETT during the 
period 1928 to 1949, which included a number of assault 
and disorderly charges. A photostat of the MPD arrest 
record for HOCKETT is being maintained in the Washington 
Field Office file. 


A physical description of HOCKETT, as obtained 
by SA WARREN L. LOVE and SA WALTER W. SMART, Jr. on 
July 14, 1956, is as follows: 


Name FRED HOCKETT . 

Race -. : White ! 

Sexy: “Male — 

Age - 42~45 

Height 6' to 6'1" , 
Weight 215 

Eyes - Blue 

Hair Light brown, wavy 

Marital Status Married 

Build Heavy-muscular 

Marks Numerous tattoos on arms and chest 
Residence 1115 Maryland Avenue, N.E., 


second floor 

Complexion Ruddy 

Occupation Carpenter - unemployed 
Drives 1947-48, tan, wood 
body station wagon, 
(parked in rear), bearing 
Florida tags #7-21399 


Wife - MAUD CHAMBERS HOCKETT (2nd wife) 
-£rom Roxboro, North Carolina 
Children girl 9, boy 12. 
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Military record: Claims 6 years Army and 
Marine Corps, 1920's 
(A full description of HOCKETT could not be 
obtained due to his uncooperative attitude when asked 
questions regarding his background.) 
Miscellaneous: Numerous missing teeth. 
IDENTIFICATION RECORD AND DESCRIPTION OF 
JOHN DAVID LEE: 


FBI Identification record #$10057C for 
JOHN DAVID LEE, dated July 15, 1956, is as follows: 


Contributor of Name and Number Arrested or 
Fingerprints Received 
FBI Richmond, Va. JOHN DAVID LEE F.P. 
#--- 7/14/56 
inquiry 
SOS, ARMY JOHN DAVID LEE 4/9/43, appl for 
#111-POE lineman, Potomac Electric | 


Power Company. 
A photograph of LEE is being obtained. 


Precinct Detective JOSEPH P. LYONS, Special 
Investigations Squad, Metropolitan Police Department, 
advised SA JOHN J. GORMAN on July 15, 1956, that a check 
of the files of the Criminal Division and the Special 
Investigations Squad of the Metropolitan Police 
Department reflected no previous record for JOHN DAVID 
LEE. 


The folfewing physical description of JOHN 
DAVID LEE was furnished by SA WOODROW LIPSCOMB, who. 
interviewed LEE on July 14, 1956: 


Name . JOHN DAVID LEE 
Date of Birth . October 5, 1899, Norfolk, Virginia 
Race White 
Sex Male 
Height 5' 11" 
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Weight 165 

Eyes Brown 

Hair _ Black and gray - balding 

Complexion Dark - sun tanned 

Build Medium 

 egupation Lineman, PEPCO - Washington, D. C. 
' Military Service None 

‘Characteristics left arm 1" shorter than right arm. 
Marital Status Marrie re SE EGO, 

Wife LAVENIA\/ oo I, RS 
Children NLee _ MICHAEL, (14 years ;_ i 4 &. é 

yive€. PAMEL , Al years. _ fare / 


Admitted arrests None - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


As noted in body of report, the three crosses picked 
up at the Eighth Precinct Station cannot be positively identified 
as to which one came from 4545 Connecticut Ave., N.W., and as 
to which two came from the Sheraton Park Hotel. Inquiry has 
revealed that Officer CLYDE CARTER MPD, Eighth Precinct, was 
the patrolman on duty at the Sheraton Park vicinity and that 
he might possibly identify the two crosses coming from the 
Sheraton Park Hotel. Officers W. J. ANDERSON and ALEXANDER, 
Seventh Precinct, MPD, were the two individuals who drove 
the patrolwagon which picked up the crosses and delivered them 
to the Precinct Stations. Officers CARTER, ALEXANDER and 
ANDERSON have been unavailable for interviews as they either 
have not been on duty and/or at their residences. 


KTD:sa0 LEADS 
BALTIMORE OFFICE (INFORMATION) 
A copy of this report is being designated for 
the Baltimore Office for information inasmuch as this office 
conducted active investigation as reflected herein. 
RICHMOND OFFICE (INFORMATION) 
A copy of this report is being designated for 
the Richmond Office for information inasmuch as this office 
conducted active investigation as reflected herein. 


WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 


AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


1. Will rediscuss this case with USA relative to 
prosecutive opinion. 


2. Will follow with Deputy Chief EDGAR SCOTT, MPD, 
action to be taken concerning subjects LEE and HOCKETT., 


REFERENCES: Telephone call from Bureau to WFO 7/14/56. 
WFO airtel to Bureau 7/14/56. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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The Attorney General July 16, 195 
Director, FB 
cegRO cee 4 y) Y ae 
RONALD EUGENE RAY, io aie 
Oey, CML JUSTICE EARL WARREN, ET AL ~ VICTIMS; 
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER 
I wanted to furnish yeu the results of the 
investigation conducted by this bureau regarding the 
burning of five crosses in Washington, D, C., and Prince 
Georges County, Maryland, on the night of July 13 and 14, 
oe. 1956. Enclosed herewith is a copy of ef, investigative 


report carton July 15, 1955, prepared by ow-Washington Field 
Office, A copy of this report is also being wade available 


to Deputy Attorney General Ropers with a b GORY of this 
memorandum, 


Briefly, the ietropolitan Folice Department 
received information durinzg the Lete ote of July 13, 
1956, and the early morning of July 14, 1956, of the 
b of five crosses in this area, Two 6f the crosses 
were burned on the premises of the Sheraton+Park Hotel 
where Chief Justice Earl Warren and Senator Herbert Lehman 
reside. A third was burned at the Brandywine Apartmenta, 
e residence of Solicitor General Simon Sobeloff. The 
“e ourth was burned at the residence of Assoctlate Justice 
“Helix Prankfurter and the fifth at the residence of 
> ira, Douglas King of Beltsville, tiaryland, who is the 
: resident of Prince Georges Branch of the National 
4ssociation for the Advenceuent of Colored People. Smell 
$iens of anti-Semitic sand anti-intepretion neture were 
ound at the Sheraton-Park Hotel and in the vicinity of 


Solicitor General Sobeloffts home, 


PGB: CLMsrap: eka a 


Pafsons 


Rosen (11) ee (Attached memo Price to Resen, /;, . °’ 
ieee | 7-16-56, FGB:eus) poet 
Winterrowd o> ; Mee cg | oo ; vo 
Tele.Room—, Sd? wee a und 

Holloman iy aa 4 ~ {-, rik g r 
Bes FOG Uey age 3 “| 
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fhe Attorney General 
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Lee admitted being a member of the White Citizens 
Council, He stated he participated in the burning of the b7c 
crosses at the Sheraton-Park Hotel, but refused to identify 
his associates in such activity. Hockett denied any 
participation in the cross burnings and denied kmowing the 
tdentity of any other individuels involved in this matter. 
Hockett wes belligerent with the interviewing officers and 
ordered them from hia home on one occasion, He expressed 
Glapleasure concerning the decisions by the Supreme Court 
regarding segregation and expressed anti-Semitic and 
anti-Negro feelings, Rowley claimed his action waa based 
vpon his conviction that the decisions by the Supreme Court 
as to segregation were wnchristian and the actions of chief 
Justice Warren end Senator Lehman are destroying white 
Chistien civilization, 


The enclosed report seta forth details ase to the 
investigation conducted to locate witnesses who might be 
able to identify the individuals responsible for the burning 
of crosses at the homes of Associate Justice Frankfurter, 
Solicitor General Sobeloff and Mrs. King, The investigation 
did not reanlt in the location of any individuals who could 
furnish information te establish the identity of persons 
responsible for these actions. 


On July 1h, 1956, the Metropolitan Police 
Department charged Ronald Eugene Rowley with two vielations 
of the District of Golumbia Code, namely kindling a bonfire, 
Rowley posted collateral totaling $20. He was released by 
the Metropolitan Police Department, Assistant United States 
Attorney Frederick G, Smithson was advised of the facts in 
this matter on July 14, 1956. Mr. Smithson approved the 
release of Rowley on the basis of the collateral furnished 
in connection with the local cherges and deferred his 
opinion as to possible prosecution of the subjects until a 
complete investigation had been conducted, %r. Smithson 
atated that he would consider 411 possible violations 
including assaulting and intimidetion of Federal officers 
and obstruction of justice, 
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The Attorney General 


A cepy of the enclosed report is being furnished 
to. the United States Attorney!s Office in Washington, 
D, Ce, and that office will be followed closely for an 
oer as to prosecution, You will be advised of the 
PESuLtse 
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Ss : | 
ce: leMr, William P. Rogers oe 
Deputy Attorney General 
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Re: | rile # 99- S/o 


Lab. # 
PO AGERE BF IT EB 


4 Se: our aa 7 pct Ee : | a \ 
Date of reference communicate, Sitinewt [RPemew) date received: 
Examination requested: Let d wieds 0/18/00 1/18 gore Gal. 


Result of Examination: #elmark + Syaetra, ~ Meng. fmeby Cf & F) ? 


_ lo theo) is LA shlse /, 


aes f\- Soaiers submitted for examination i e 


b muehs convey ae eseeee tat 


x 
fer 


we 
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TO: “DERECTORy’ PBL a 
FROM: Sac, WFO : x 


RE: RONALD BUGENE” PRO ; 5 omen 
CHIEF JUSTICE ya oss a” a ae eae 
ASSOCIATE JUST] Aegan a 
SENATOR HERBERA 2." ST EEMAN, a ay 
SOLICITOR AL SIMON EB. SOBELOFF : 
MRS. DevRLAS KING - VICTIMS ‘ 

ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER 
_-~€00: WFO) 
K Crosses burned in vicinity of residences of 
victims during late evening of 7/13/56 or early morning 
of 7/14/56. 


oy Pursuant to instruction of Assistant to the 
oe Director L. V. BOARDMAN, investigation conducted in 
ys » concert with Metropolitan Police Department. 


Tee 


Ey Two crosses burned on premises of Sheraton 
‘a Park Hotel, residences of victims WARREN and LEHMAN, 
a These crosses of wooden construction, 2°x 2, approximately 
8t tall, 5' cross bar, bolted together in center, 
Metal pin at foot of cross for use in placing in ground. 
ae Cotton batting stapled to the wooden cross. From 
Ss describtion of witness, material apparently soaked with 
inflameble material. 


Je 


Two placards found in immediate vicinity of 
cross. Placard number one measuring 19" by 103" was 
composed of Masonite and bore in white paint the 
letters "EARLE WARREN NIGGER LOVER." Placard number 
two measuring 162" by 15 3/i." of same material bears 
inscription in white paint "HERBERT LEHMAN JEW.’ 


: JAMES A. COATES, Doorman, Sheraton Park Hotel, 

\ advised that about 12:30 aem., July 14, 1956, he was 
erf‘route home. As he left the Sheraton Park entrance 

he noticed two individuals placing two objects on the 

lawn in front of the Woodley Drug Store located at the 
Neusreess Park Hotel, COATES states that these individuals 
aroused his curiosity and he stopped his car, got out of 


his ee ee observed qhess individnals ‘strike, aie 
3 Balen Ly. S 49 & he 
7 a ~ ne etme aes Mg CARED - mc ol age 


shingtsn Field (89- 
- 100-33226) 
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RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY,.et al 
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OPFICER 
T/1L/56 


Light the objects subsequently determined to be crosses. 
The erosses, according to COATES, apparently were 
saturated with inflammable substance as theyburst into 
flame. Se, 


At time of observation, COATES stated he was 
15' from these two individuals and observed them jump 
a hedge and get into two different automobiles, COATES 
unable to furnish much information on second car, however, 
he said he was consentrating on the license number of 
the car closer to him. This car, a late model Ford, 
bore 1956 Virginia license 306-529. COATES described 
the man who entered the car with this tag as a white male, 
4S to 50 years of age, 5'11", 170 to 180 pounds, white 
short-sleeved sport shirt, straw lat. COATES was unable 
to furnish the description of the second individual. 


COATES stated he promptly returned to the hotel, 
wrote the license number on a piece of paper, and gave the 
license number to the house detective. 


MPD advised this license number listed to 
ALLEN L. ROWLEY, 605 North Jefferson Street, Arlington, 
Virginia, for a 1955 black and yellow Ford Victoria. 
MPD further advised that the Arlington Police had checked 
this car which was parked in front of the above address, 
and found the motor warm. MPD further advised that 
Arlington Police inquired of the occupant of 605 North 
Jefferson Street who stated the car was operated by his 
son who was not at home, 


Above details furnished to SAC GRAPP of 
Richmond and Senior RA WOODROW LIPSCOMB, Alexandria, with 
request that investigation be conducted in conjunction with 
local police. 


At request of Deputy Chief EDGAR SCOTT, MPD, 
ROWLEY voluntarily came to MPD headquarters where he 
was interviewed by SCOTT and Bureau agent. ROWLEY admitted 
that he was involved in instant matter. sPatgre te 
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ZONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, et al DTD 
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1/14/56 


House-~to-house canvas resulted in locating 
at 1115 Maryland Ave., N, E., in second 
, Lloor apartment. HOCKETT, who appeared to be drinking, 

tal displayed belligerent attitude, and refused to permit inter- 
TL view by Bureau Agents and local police officer. NCCKETT 
stated that if he did have any info concerning subject matter 
of investigation, he would not furnish it since he was completely 
in sympathy with attitude expressed by cross burnings involved 
this case. 


oe 


Following additional efforts by Agents and police 
officer to conduct interview, HOCKETT and his wife ordered 
officers out of their apartment with positive refusal to 
respond to questions or to co-cperate in investigation in 
any way. Throughout these attempts, HOCKETT was both pellicose 
and profane. 


Shortly thereafter, HOCKETT observed to leave 
vesidence in car and surveillance undertaken which, at this 
dictation, is still in progress and results unknown. Inves- 
tigation continued to determine whether HOCKETT actually 
participated in burnings as alleged by ROWLEY. { 

’ 

During the interview with HOCKETT, his wife stated 
he had been ill for the past two weeks with asthma and \suifers 
from a heart condition. mm 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, et al 
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER 
7/14/56 


At termination of interview, ROWLEY charred by WPD 
with two violations of Title 22, Secticn 1113, of District 
of Columbia Code (kindling a bonfire), in connection with 
burning cof two crosses at Sheraton Fark Hotel. Following 
this, ROWLEY posted a total of $20 collateral on these charges 
and was released by MPD. 


During filing cf MPD charges, facts concerning b6 
AGWLEY were presented to AUSA FREDERICK G, SMITHSON, SMITHS 
stated he believed 20"LEY should be released on the basis of 
ecllateral furnished MPD in connection with local violations, 1) 
that upou completion of the entire investigation, including 
that concerning HOCKETT and LEH, he would give a final 
prosecutive opinion following review cf all of the facts 
aeveloped and in consideration of all possible Federal 
violations, particularly including Title 18, Section 111 and 
Section 1503. 


Investigation concucted concerning crosses burned at 
residences of victims SOBELOFF and FRANKFURTER negative insofar as 
no positive leads indicating identity of persons responsible. 
Inquiries have consisted of interviews in the neighborhood and 
location, or attempted location, of all known witnesses without 
developing any info of assistance. 
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RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, et al 
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER 
7/14/53 


Crosses and placards involved in burnings in WDC 
obtained and submitted to Bureau Laboratory for appropriate 
examination, 


Crosses appear to be similar in construction. 
Consideration being given to possibility that burnings 
result-of organizational activity involving White Citizens 
Council. In this” connecticn, Bureau attention invited to 
report SA RICHARD B. LAVIN, WFG, dated 7/11/56, entitled 
"WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL, IS - X%,'"' which incorporated activities 
of June 15 meeting of this group at Annapolis Hotel. As 
reflected therein, according i perscus in attendance at this 
meeting, no violent means of attaining the objectives or the 
aims of the organization were discussed. Today SA LAVIN made 
a pretext call to JOHN KASPER, organizer of the White Citizens 
Council in WDC, at which time KASPER stated that he thoroughly 
disapproved of the burning of the crcesses which he had learned 
about from the radio and newspapers and that his crsanization 
was in no way involved. Fee tae TEE eS his organization 
interested only in bringing abo . wpe éihe Court decision &eE 
segregation by peaceful means and‘not by causing hatred. 


Investigation being continued, and Bureau will be 
advised of pertinent developments. 


LAUGHLIN 
ADDENDUM: 


Since the dictation of the above, it has been deter- 
mined that BCCKETT, upon ceparting frem his residence in a 1047 
Plymouth station wagon bearing Florida Tag #7-2150°, proceeded 
tc a nearby gas station where he was observed to make a telephone 
call lasting approximately ten minutes. The call was mace from, 
a sentry-type booth out in the open, and Agents were unable to 
obtain any information regarding the call. HOCKETT made a 
purchase at a liquor store and subsequently returned to his 
residence. 
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Metropolitan police Department for one millj n_dol lars’. 

‘Officers of Bureau “and Metropolitan Police had forced their way into 
his apartment on 7/14/56, and acted in a belligerent manner. He 
alleged that he observed a "cop" searching the glove compartment of 

his car and he later noted the contents had been scattered on the floor 


th r A 
of e ce e Fred @ . i é ae 


bid 
on 7/15/56; \fiocke tt was reinterviewed in connection” nhs 


instant. case by Bureau” Agérts’ and denied being involved in the case or|{— 
knowing the other subjects. Hockett stated individuals who interviewed 
him previously had forced their way into his apartment and were 
belligerent. Upon questioning Hockett admitted that the one who head 
identified a himself as an Agent had acted like a gentleman and polt 

officer was the ne” andividwal “who had had forced ote. ‘way 3 in and treated im in 
bebolitesmémner. In view of his uncooperative and bélligerent attitude 
Hockett was not. questioned further about the allegations as it was 
believed further discussion would prevent the possibility of ascertaining 
his position in instant case. y 


SA Warren L. Love’ and Detective William Zerwick 
the Metropolitan Police observed a 1946 station wagon in the rear of 
1115 Maryland Avenue, Northeast. SA Love stated neither he nor 
Detective Zerwick had entered the “GUEOMODIIS “OY Had physical access _to 
an of 3 “its. contents. They observed the odor of kerosene in thé vicinity 
the car. The ‘glove compartment was open and numerous articles were 
notea. being in the compartment, but Agent Loves nor the officer did not 


touch the contents. While Detective Zerwick and another Agent interviewed 
Hockett in the apartment Agent Love remained in the back, but did not 
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Hockett's apartment after knocking and after Te ade /b — them to come 
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Memorandum to Mr. kKosen 


in. He stated Hockett appeared to be under the influence of alcohol, was 
belligerent, profane and declined to furnish any infomation and des.:d 
demanded that the officer and Agent Smart leave the apartment. 


Detective William Zerwick was interviewed telephonically by 
SAC Laughlin of the Weshington Field Office because of the: pressure of 
Zerwick!s work on 7/16/56. Zerwick denied that there had been any 
untoward action of any sort in the contact with Hockett either on his 
part or on the part of Bureau representative. Zerwick stated he 
regarded Hockett, who was under the influence of liquor, as being a 
‘mental case." 


Statements of Agents and detailed memo from SAC Washington 
Field attached. . 


. it is noted that Washington Field has advised that the records. 
of the Identification Division and the Metropolitan Police Department 
reflect. that Hockett had been arrested on numerous occasions between 
1928 and 1949 on various charges including a number of assault and 
disorderly arrests. 


RCOMMENDA:! TON OF SAC: 

SAC Laughlin, Washington Field, recommends no administrative 
action in this matter. 
RECOMMISNDALIONS OF THE INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION: 


(1) Investigative Division agrees with SAC Laughlin that no 
administrative action should be taken in this matter. 


(2) In view of Hockett's actions in this matter and his 
belligerent attitude, Washington Field should not have an Agent 
recontact Hockett. to straighten him out regarding the conduct of Bureau 
Agents. If Hockett contacts a representative of the Washington Field 
Office and mentions the alleged mistreatment he should be firmly . 
advised of the actual facts. 
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Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


; Mr. Tolson 
- , hols. 
TO eo DIRECTOR, FBI 7 . DATE: 7/ tit-Beardman— 
: oe : . Belmont. 
; ; ; te Mason 
fam > SAC, WO (89-2) : “ ae ae Mr. Mohr. 
; . Mr. Parsons__ 
suBject: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ETAL; eae 
CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN; ET AL; ‘Viste Wintecrowd. 


VICTIMS - ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER Tele. Room... 
Mr. Hollioman___ ° 
Hy In the early evening of July lh, 1956, FRED MBsQiHpec 
one of the subjects in this case, was interviewed at JATS reside: 
(1115 Maryland Avenue, N.&.,.Washington, D.C., by SA 
Jr., and. Detective WILLIAM ZERWICK of the Notropolitan Police 
_- Department. 


ae, As ‘reflected in WFO airtel to the Bureau dated 1/14/86 
and the report of SA KENNETH T, DELAVIGNE dated 7/15/56, HOCKET? 
“appeared to be drinking at the. time, was belligerent and refused . 
to be interviewed by Bureau Agent. and the local police officer.: 
AS a matter of fact, HOCKETT and his wife ordered the officers 
out of their apartment, positively refusing to respond to: questions 
or cooperate in any way. ae the ae HOCKETT was belli- 
cose and profane. 


ee PeYLor to this attempted inkouy ten, SA WARREN L. ‘LOVE and 
‘Detective WILLIAM ZERWICK of the MPD noted a LOL or 19148 Plymouth 
Station wagon with Florida license plate parked in the rear of 
this address... It will be recalled that one of the items related | 
-by ROWLEY concerning HOCKETT was that he did possess such a vehicle. 
SA LOVE and Detective ZERWICK visually observed the station wagon 
and noted that the glove compartment was opened and stuffed with 
“ various items. They also observed an empty Coca Cola bottle on 
the floor of the front seat. Neither LOVE nor ZERWICK ePence the 
car or entered it in any. way. 


: Because of HOCKETT!'s alleged involvement in this case, 
it was felt that an attempt should be made to reinterview him. 
It was felt that HOCKETT, who appeared to be drinking last night, 
may. have sobered and. be in a better condition to. be ave tya Nees 


‘Today, Sas JOSEPH I. WOODS and CHARLES M. BEALL, Jr. 
of the washington Field office interviewed HOCKETT at his ‘pesidence, 
At the inception of the interview, HOCKETT stated he nee going to 
sue the FBT and the Metropolitan Police Department for $1,000,000, 00 
on:account. of their action-on the preceding day, July 1h? 1966. 
HOCKETT.was cordial, responded’ to questions although he denied 
ta participation in this case. During today's inker yaw; HOCKETT stated 
ae vw’ that he had been talked to ‘dn Judy 14,;1956, BY ‘an FBT Agent and 
ee noe representative of the Metropolitan, poles nargipat. / Yo asserted 
Vay Bure aur (Enole. 3)... 2 gage deD-S8 aya ea 7 
Oe oS 3 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI | 7/15/56 


RE: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL; 
CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN, ET AL; 
VICTIMS - ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER 


that these individuals practically forced their way into his 
apartment and acted in an antagonistic manner. 


The Agents questioned HOCKETT vigorously concerning 
this matter and specifically regarding the actions of the FBI 
Agent, asking him for particulars. HOCKETT then changed his story 
stating that the man who acted so forceful was the MPD representative 
and not the Bureau Agent. In fact, HOCKETT admitted that the 
Bureau Agent in no way acted out of line but in fact was gentle- 
manly. 


HOCKETT then stated that he had seen a "cop" searching 
his automobile which he described as a station wagon, and which 
he said was parked in the rear of his apartment. HOCKETT claimed 
that this "cop" had taken things from his glove compartment and 
thrown them on the floor. 


As noted above, Detective ZERWICK of the MPD and SA 
WARREN L. LOVE visually observed HOCKETT's station wagon but did 
not open or enter it in any way. 


HOCKETT is FBI number 386675 and MPD record number 63305. 
These records reflect that HOCKETT has been arrested on numerous 
occasions during the period 1928 through 1949 on various charges, 
including a number of assault and disorderly arrests. 


HOCKETT was the subject of an Impersonation investigation 
by the Bureau in November of 1938, on a charge of impersonating 
a Deputy United States Marshal. Prosecution was declined by 
Assistant United States Attorney, Richmond. 


This office will take appropriate steps to insure that 
the Bureau is notified promptly in the event HOCKETT goes through 
with this threat. 


Attached are separate memoranda prepared by SAs WARREN Le 
LOVE and WALTER W. SMART, Jr., incorporating the details of their 
actions in connection with their investigation of HOCKETT. Also 
attached is a joint memorandum prepared by SAs JOSEPH I. WOODS and 
CHARLES M. BEALL, JR., regarding the interview of HOCKETT today. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 7/15/56 


RE: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, ET AL; 
CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN, ET AL; 
VICTIMS - ASSAULTING PEDERAL OFFICER 


I personally talked to Detective WILLIAM ZERWICK on 

the telephone for the purpose of arranging an interview with him 
concerning this matter. ZERWICK stated that he would appreciate 
if any detailed interview might be deferred until tomorrow since 
he was short handed and they were busy at police headquarters. 

i: apprized ZERWICK of the allegations made by HOCKETT concerning 
the activities of him and SAs SMART and LOVE on 7/14/56. ZERWICK 
absolutely denied that there was any untoward action of any sort 
in his contact with HOCKETT, either on the part of himself or 

the Bureau representatives. ZERWICK ‘stated that he regarded 
HOCKETT, who was under the influence of liquor, at une time of 
contact with him yesterday, as being "a mental case." ZERWICK 
said he would be happy to cooperate with the Bureau in any manner 
regarding this charge. 


RECOMMENDATION: No administrative action. 


ENCLOSURES TO THE BUREAU: _ 


Memoranda prepared by SAs WARRUN L. 
LOVE and WALTER W. SMART, Jr., 
.incorporating 


details of their. 
actions in this case, 


Joint memorandum of SAs JOSEPH T; 
. WOODS ani CHARL'S 


NM. BEALL, Jr. 
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. Off Memorandum - UNITED. STATES GOVERNMENT’ 


pee Sy ee WFO (9. 42), 2 DATE: TAS/36 


PROM + SA WARREN H, LOVE Be . : ae os ee - 

7 supyger:. “RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, Er ALS in Arr ee 
a CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN, er AL ae oe oe ~ 
- VICTIMS, ASSAULTING. FEDERAL OF FICER | 3 iy ES 


it‘was determined. that one FRED HOCKETT who | 
-_ possesses a 1946 Plymouth: station’ wagon, bearing Florida. 
_tags, was ‘implicated along with ROWLEY in the burning of, 


_ crosses on the lawn ‘of. the once aron Park Hotel, ‘Washington, 
= C., on 7/13 and 14/56. ie | 


“SAs WALTER: W. SMART and: WARRE oN OL. LOVE were Se 
On 7/14/86 to locate and interview:the above HOCKEIT. ‘At the 
‘request of Deputy Chief EDGAR SCOTT, Dt. WILLIAM ZERWICK of 
the MPD accompanied. the above: ‘Agents on. the above assignment. 


ah & “Investigaéion: in the 1300 block: of laryland Avenue, 
fs “on the. ‘afternoon of. eens was “negative. 


. 5h LOVE. neat cede forthe rear se ‘the: above residence to: 
aes the presence of the -above described vehicle.” Dt. 
_».ZERWICK and SA LOVE arrived at: the rear of 1115 Maryland’ . 
_ Avenue, N. E., on foot at approximately 6:15 p.m. At the. Meg 
“rear of 1115 Maryland. Avenue, N. E. and adjacent to the alley, 
| Dt. ZERWICK and.5A LOVE observed | a 1946 _tan,. wood panel co 


C- WEO. ” ee ee ee ee 4 


ie Bureau. see ee ee a ee ee ee ee 


= : : - od ON Bots ae, Lo. naa se fro ie Tate eae CASE ED nu Goes ee 
7 ees P oa i ee ee eee - ~ ED Ae 
: a ee ee ee | “eahe snow : 


WFO cea 


hes 


‘looked into this acitomobi le. “tnrough the: window area of the 


‘right front door. “This Window was. down. 5A LOVE observed 
‘that the glove compartment door was down and its contents 


appeared to consist of several small cardboard boxes, some 
papers and rags‘all of which seemed “to completely. jam the. 
compartment. ‘It was not possible to sécure further infor-". 
Mation concerning the contents visually and no physicals y 


extraction of the contents was made.or attempteds ‘by SA Love. 


or Dt. ZERWICK. While standing at the right frond door of. 
this automobile, 5A LOVE observed mempty CocazCola bottle 
on the floor and noticed the aroma of kerésene. This was 
called to the attention of Dt. ZERWICK who verified the 


Presence. of ‘kerosene in the vicinity of the automobile. 


At ‘this point Dt. ZERWICK and SA LOVZ moved away” 
from this automobile to the alley approximately five feer 
away. It was agréed that Dt. ZERWICK and SA SMART would 
enter 1115 Maryland,Avenue, N. E., from the front and 
SA LOVE would remain in the rear of this address to cut 
of " any attempted escape by HOCKETT through the rear. 

Dt. ZERWICK immediately departed on foot at approximately . 


63 20) p.m. to join SA SMART for. the above JPHEDOSE! 5 


“SA LOVE remained at the rear of the residence at 
1115 Maryland Avenue, N, E., most of the time he Stationed. 
himself ‘on orbroperty which appeared to be the property at 
1113 Maryland Avenue, N. £., or in the alley at the rear of © 


‘1115 Maryland Avenue, N. E.. On one occasion 5A LOVE was” 


approached by an unidentified woman ‘who inquired as to his” 


identity and nature of his business. SA LOVE extracted his — 


credentials and made them available to this unidentified _ 
woman. She related, "Ohi" and then added something to the~ 


effect that you never know about strangers in the nei ghborhood.. 


SA LOVE inquired of this woman as to her identity since it 
appeared that she was headed into the rear of 1115 Maryland 
Avenue, N. Ey She replied, "I didn't say," whereupon she 
entered thesrear oF 1115 Maryland avenue, N. E. SA- LOVE 


i 
a re 
i 


-ah individual, whose identity was su 


ca 


renatned’ at the above stations ; until speoxinniely e 45 Dom. 

observing. no unusual activity. At appro ey 6:45 bom. 
sequently determined ~ 

to be: FRED HOCKETT, appeared at the screen door at the rear 

of 1115 Maryland Avenue N. E., accompanied by the above 

unidentified woman who 1s believed identical to HOCKETT's 

wife. HOCKETT, addressing SA ‘LOVE, . stated that. he could’ 

leave as-the others’ had left. SA LOVE remained at his station. 

not accepting the:wore of HOCKETT, “One minute later SA SMART — 

and Dt. ZERWICK approached SA. LOVE by automobilé and SA \ LOVE: 


. joined them and left the area. 


At no time during: the above nériods did SA LOVE or’. — 
Dt. ZERWICK enter the above automobile or have physically 
access to it ‘in any way. The investigation with: ‘respect 
to this automobile was visual only. . 


_. Mee 


+ was-theres-The--wri ter—-renained—in—the ~front- of -this-address- 


Re ae N. E. 
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= Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT a 
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"FROM. 7: sk NALA We SHARD, TRE 


suyecr:. RONALD EUGENE | ROWLEY, ET "ALS 
CHIEF JUSTICE EARL “WARREN, ET ‘AL, 
ee ASSAULTING HEE ‘OFFICER 


a: on 7/1/56 the weiter, along with SA WARREN L. ‘LOVE * 
and Detective WILLIAM ZERWICK; MED, - went. to.Maryland, N.E., : 
in an attempt to locate the suspect, FRED HOCKETT. After ‘several 
inquiries it was determined that. an-individual, possibly identical: . 

with HOCKET?, . resided on the -Beodnd | floor at 1115 Maryland, . 


--" One of the pone. of taentity. of HOCKETT was that 

a5 drove.a 1946 or 1947 Plymouth station wagon, with Florida 
license plates. It was reported that a similar vehicle was. 

Bankoe in the rear of 1115 Maryland Ave., N.H. 


. SA LOVE and Detective ‘ZERWL CK neoceeaen to the rear 
of iis Maryland, Ave., N.E. to determine if such an. automobdile- 


to aia HOCKETT if he should leave his mostdenee.s 


_. The writer did not see. the ‘station: ‘wagon until after 
an interview with HOCKETT, in his residence, which the writer. 
conducted with Detective ZERWICK, after ZERWICK returned from 
the rear of this address. 


Seton to the interview “With HOCKETT abeative. ZR JICK. | 
had knowked on the door to HOCKETT!s residence; a young boy 


~.. had come to the door to, HOCKET?!s residence, called to the rear 


that: the police wanted to see ‘his father, and a voice from: the - 
rear of tthe apartment said "Come: in." 


a “During the iateeeten with HOCKETT the Sdn of avechiel- 
was detected and HOCKETT appeared to be under the influence of 
alcohol. Also he was belligerent and profane and he terminated 
the interview by demanding that -the writer and Detective ZBRWI CK 
leave his house, which was done. ror 


ve WFO" 


FL ate 


Who Boba 


Following. the intenvetw with ‘HOCKETT the writer. 
and Detective ZERWICK drove to the rear of 1115 Mery send 
Avenue, N.E., and picked up SA LOVE. 


At no time did the writer see SA LOVE near oon car 
in. question. i ; 


I alse wish to state that at no time while in 
HOCKETT's home, in the. vicinity of his home or in his presence 


did I ever conduct myself in. any manner, other than that oF 
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; | Office Memorandum - 


- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 


TO nr SAC, WFO (89 ~42) a 8 pare: July 15, 1956 
mom’: SA CHARLES Mo 3EALL 
(2% SA JOSEPH I. WOODS” | 
“SUBJECT ° ROWALD EUGENE ROWLEY, .- 0S 
2 et aly CHIE? JUSTICE’ 9 
| EARL WARREN, et al.- ACT 


1) ASSAOLE OS PS =DERAL OFFICER 


we - - On FE ly 15, 1956, SAs- CURLS li, 3B 2ALL and JOSPU qT. a 
WOODS: interviewed FRUD F. HOCKETY a “his residence, WS 7 
Mary land Avonue N.W., Washington, 2. ©. At the inception. - 
of the. interview, "HOCICETT stated’ he was going to sue the 
‘FBI “and the Metropolitan. Police Department for $1,999, 399 

on account of their actions against him on the preceding . 
day, July 14,1956. MOCKETT explained that "they" nad 
- Forced themsélves into his apartment and generally acted 
in a belligerent manner,. He then stated that he nad, 

‘a short time later, noticed.a "cop" searching his, HOCIETT ''s 
‘autonooile; which was parked im the rear of is. residence. 

-He ‘continued that he had later.examined his car, and noticed 
the. contents: of his glove conpartnent ‘ were scatter red . over. od 
the floor of the car. © ae -_ , 


“spect Aces ree gS yee 
: aia: st 


: HOCKETT was questioned Sfeeificatty: yerarding~ 
‘the actions of the Special Agent. forcing his way into the 
apartment and’ HOCKEIT then admitted the man he knew to be 
a Special Agent of the FBI because of his identifica tion 
had. acted like a gentleman. - He then stated that the police 

: officer was the.one who had forced | his wey in and treated 

"him in an. impolite lanner. ve 


oy _ ' During the. remainder of the interview HOCKSTT - 
a impressed SAs. BEALL’ and WOODS as a very belligerent and_ 

- “- “prough" individual, although mo trouble was encountered 

ae in this int terview. ae a 

Noe ~ Et shold be ointed ‘out that-the above c allorations 
were not discussed. further with WOCKSTT, as he was, Aaetne 
tnost. of the. interview, uncooperative. and reluctant te 
furnish information. It was also believed that HGCIIUIT is 

he continually complaining. type .impossidle to reason with. 

“It was further believed that. any further discussion woulc 

. Ponly. tend to lessen. the possibilit ty of ascertaining his. / 

- posi tion. if instant offense. a - 
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—- SAC, WFO (89-42) . - July 15, 1956 


SA CHARLES M. BEALL” 
SA JOSEPH 1, WOODS 


RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, 
et als CHIEF JUSTICE . 
EARL WARREN, et al.-VICTIM 
ASSAULT OF PEDERAL OFFICER 


| On July 15, 1956, SAs CHARLES M, BEALL and JOSEPH I. 

WOODS interviewst FRED P, HOCKETT at his residence, 1115 
.Maryland Avenue’ N.W,, Washington, D. C, At the inception 

of the interview, HOCKETT stated he was going to sue the 

FBI and the etropolitan Police Department for $1,000,000 _ 

on account’of their actions against him en the preceding 

day, July 14, 1956. HOCKEIT explained that "they" had 
forced themselves into his apartment and generally acted 

in a belligerent manner. He then stated that he had 

a short time later, noticed a “cope searching his, HOCKETT's, . 

automobile, which was parked in the rear of his residence. _ 
He continued that he had later examined his car, and noticed 

the contents of his glove compartment were scattered over 

the floor of the car. 


ae _ 
¥ ee OR ORE! 


HOCKETT was questioned specifically regarding “~~~ —< 
the actions of the Special Agent forcing his way into the A 
apartment and HOCKETT then admitted the man he knew to be _ 7 
a Special Agent of the FBI because of his identification so 
had acted like a gentleman. He then stated that the police 
officer was the one who had forced his way in and treated 
him in an impolite manner. = | ia 


During the remainder of the interview HOCKETT / 
impressed SAs BEALLi.and WOODS as a very belligerent and 
"rough" individual, although no trouble was encountered 

in this interview. i 


~ 


a It should ke pointed out that the above allegations 
were not discussed further with HOCKETT, as he was, during. 
most of the interview, uncooperative and reluctant to : 
furnish information. It was also believed that HOCKEIT is 
the continually complaining type impossible to reason with. 
It_ was further believed that any further discussion would . 
only tend to lessen the possibility of ascertaining his <"" 
» position in instant offense. 
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t JULY 16, 1956 


Rerep SA Kenneth ™ Delavigne, Tel59565 
Washington Field, 


a 
You should follow U; S. Attorney closely and i 7. 

advise Bureau of opinion of JU, Se Attorney as soon as ay os 

available, 4G 


You should alae closely follow action taken by 
Metropoliten Police Department with regard to subjects Lee 
and Hockett and promptly edvise Bureau as to this action. 
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Evidence Receipt (to be used in lieu of correspondence covering evidence submissions to the Laboratory) 


7-16 (6-9-55) 6 6 


Agency submitting evidence . — Date 


SAC, Baltimore 7/14/56 
| Gass 44 BX 


Delivered by Accepted by 


Francts &. Jahn Frazter 
Suspect Victim 
WALTER EUGENE ROWLEY, UNSUB3; MRS. DOUGLAS ra, ET AL 


OG ULPING FEDERAL OFFICERS Place and date of of fense 
MI SCELLAN E0US 


Brief Facts covering case 
, SBR EE el 


Burning of cross in front of home of Mrs. Douglas King 
AN 


lEvid. located Report to be directed to 


Prev. exams this case 


LTyves Ltn 


Copies to 
Metro. PD (not typed on report) 
Rosen SAC, Baltimore 


Date of hearing, grand jury, trial, or reason why expeditious handling is necessary 


EXPEDITE 


WFO 


Evidence to be returned to 


Room # 7416 


Evidence 


Q5 Burned cross found at home of Mrs. Douglas King 
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Evidence Receipt (to be used: in lieu of correspondence covering evidence submissions to the Laboratory) 
7-16 (6-9-55)) a g he os é 


apenc ‘SabmTEt ing evidence . ore 


Washington Field ie 


Laboratory # 
PC 45544 BX 


Delivered: by 
SA Walter Heucke 


Suspect 


pone ee. Eugene) Rowley, Subject 


. Place and date of ieee 


oa, ULTING FEDERAL ride . 
“Washington, D.C. ‘y/14/ss ; 


_ MISCELLANEOUS | 
Brief Facts covering case 


Burning crosses, recovered by Metrop. Pa., picked up in groups, one 4 ape 
jptagged (. ar A), poe signs — Bf . 


Prev. exams this case. 


| ae [Ze ; 7 


Report to be directed to 


Washington Field 


Copjes;to . Rae Evidence to be returned to 
Us TPO De Pd. : BA Me a” ge 
Rosen tt Sa ee ose r3 WFO 

‘Date of. naar ins grand jury, trial, or reason Why expedite handing is necessary - 

EXPEDITE © 

Evidence | 


Ql. Burned cross found at home of Felix Frankfurter, 3018 Dunbarton RD,NW 
Q@2 Burned cvoss found 

Q3 Burned cross found at Park Sheraton Hotel (item ec) 

04 Burned eross 


N 


ee Hardboard sign reading parle. Warren Nigger Lover" pound at Park At 
Sheraton .Hotel 


Hardboard. sign meacing "Herbert Lehman Tew!" found at Park Sheraton ee 


AED 


, COPS : 
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- Agency submitting evidence | 


SAC, WFO | | = ae 3% : . 


Delivered by 


SYPRET ER BUGENENY ROWLEY, Subject | 
UNSUBS Nie 


offense Go Wie 


A 
“Brief Facts covering case - 


Compare wtth. aener signs 


Prev. exams this.case . _ 
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“Room # 
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SAS Leo I. Prosise & Paul Ertzinger 


Se ceed peDERAY OFFICERS, MISC. |4545 Conn. Ave. een 


jar sign recovered from Cy rpc: Washington Post Newspaper, 
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Evidence Receipt (to be: used | in vi ieu of- * correspondence cover ig evidence submissions to the Laboratory) 


Date 
| 2/14/56 
OC ade 
43544, BX 
Accepted by : 
: nba | 
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Douglas’ King 
fea ace and date of offense 
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Report to be directed to ~ 2S . 


WFO: 


Date of hearing, grand jury, trial, or reason why expeditious TandTing is necessary 


- 96 Hardboard sign reading 232r2£2"....0n S@belov Jew",13 1/2" x 19 1/4" 


we Director, FBI 


- ‘Asptetent Attorney General oe _— | Gh. 8 1956 7 


: | Warren Olney Iil 
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ASEAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER | 
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Attached hereto ig a copy ofa niemorandumt directed to the 


7 : Attorney General in connection with his inquiry of Fly. 36 1986. 


pertinent data will be brought to your attention, ¥ 


Tolson _— 


This is being submitted for your 1 
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SUBJECT: RONALD EUGENE “ROWLEY et pcfons = 
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS (¢ fall 
CHIEF JUSTICE BARL-WARREN - VICTIM Gandy 


SENATOR HERBSR ST EHMAN 3; VICTIM 

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE FELIXYPRANKFURTER - VICTIM 
SOLICITOR GHERAL SIMON’SOBELOFF - VICTIM 
MRS. DOUGLAS-KING (NAACP LEADER, 

BELTSVILLE, MARYLAND) - VICTIM 


ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER 


SAC Laughlin advised that Rowley has admitted to Deputy 
Chief of Police Edgar Scott of the Metropolitan Police Departmenf., 
and a Bureeu Agent that he made the two crosses which had been {/ 
[end at the Sheraton Park Hotel on the early morning of July ce 
1956. Rowley admitted being present with two other men whom he 
declines to identify. He stated this was a Rereenet matter and ha 
to do with the racial integration issue. 


On the night.of July 13, 1956, and the early morning of 
July 1h, 1956, four crosses were burned in the Washington area and 
one in front of the home of Mrs. King, head of the Prince George's 
Chapter of the National Agsocidetdon for the Advamceméeart of Colored 
People, who resides at 502 Odell Road, Beltsville, Maryland. Crosses 
consisted of pieces of lumber two inches by two inches and the 
upright was approximatdy eight feet long and the crosserm four feet. 
The wood was fastened together with a carriage bolt and a piece of 
iron was attached to the upright so that it’ could be driven into the 
ground. Raw cotton and cheesecloth were stapled to the wood so the 
material could .be readily ignited. 


The doorman at the Sheraton Park Hotel had observed individuals 
lighting ‘the: cross and leaving in a Ford which had Virginia license: 

tag. The license number was traced and was found to be registered 

under Allen Loring Rowley. Subject Ronald Eugene Rowley declined to 

ee interviewed by..Bureau Agent unless attorney was present, but oe 
Rowley accepted invitation by Deputy Chief Scott to proceed to the {;{/ 
[is tropel tan Police. Department where he was interviewed and made an 

oral admission. Signed statement being obtained. 


ACTION: 
Supervisor Delevaigne was instructed shat when Metropolitan 
Police present the facts in local prerees that, the féeu%s should be 
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Memorandum to Mre Rosen 


presented to the United States Attorney for possible violetion of the 
Federal Statutes and that the investigation should proceed vigorously 
to identify the individuals who were with Rowley. 


ADDENDUM: eam 


At 2:0 pem. SA Lipscomb, Alexandria Resident Agent, advised 
that interview with the parents of subject Rowley revealed that 
Rowley is a member of the White Citizens Council in Washington, D. C., 
and had told his mother when asked where he was last night "We just 
burned some crosses over in town" (by "in town" Mrs. Rowley understood 
her son to mean Washington, D. C.).. Rowley has been employed for two 


lyears by the American District Telegraph Company as an installer 
of burglary alarms and electrical detection devices. 
contained no information identifiable with Rowley. 
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I called the Attorney General with reference to the 
- recent incidents involving the burning of crosses on the lawns 
: of the homes of certain prominent persons in the city and advised 
wn. He him that we had secured a complete confession from one individual 
ae involved; that two others had refused to talk. I stated we were 
advised of the participation of the White Citizens Council on 
‘July 13, 1956, when at a meeting certain action was discussed and 
‘preparations were made for the burning of the crosses. The 
' Attorney General was advised that a memorandum was being sent 
to him tomorrow morning; that he might wish to consider a press 
release and alzo advising the United States Attorney and the 
Department in order to bring these individuals under oath before 
the grand jury. The Attorney General expressed appreciation 


for my call. 
pine Very truly yours, | - 
«io en pon a 8 
yee xe ee fs ch a, Se 
af : gl , a 
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Office Memoraf Uit + UNITED STATES ‘GOVERNMENT 


Tolson 
TO : Mr. Reeeayd DATE: July 14, 1956 erichiy 
tht : : - Belmont 
i 4 , ; . : Harbo 
» rom + Mr, Pricegyy Time of Call: 2340 pom, res 
iui : ; "Rosen _ 
SUBJECT: RONALD EBUGENS nS (4) ; Winterrowd 
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS (3: Ga aaiag 
CHIEF pte {42 ree # VICTIM . . Gandy 
SENATOR HERBER' HMAN &, VICTIM 
ASSOCIATE TUBT ICE FELIX ‘FRANKFURTER # VICTIM , 


SOLICITOR GEMBRAL SIMON“SOBELOFF © VICTIM hae 
MRS. DOUGLAS-KING (NAACP LEADER, a 
BELTSVILLE, MARYLAND) » VICTIM 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER 


SA Lipscomb, of Alexandria Resident Agency, telephonically 
furnished results of Interview with the parents of subject Rowley. 
The Rowleys' reside at 605 North Jefferson renee Arlington, 


' Virginia, 


Ronald Eugene Rowley served = the U. S. Navy from 
October 1+ 1950, until October 13 9 When he received 
honorable discharge. He is presen eg Za lore by the American 
District Telegraph Company in Washington, D. Ce, as an installer 
ef burglar~ alarm and electric detection. devices, His family 
advised that Ronald Rowley is a member of the White Citizens 
Council in Washingtd@ii;“D. C. 


On the évgning of July 13, 1956, Ronald used a yellow 
and black Ford belonging to his brother Allen Loring Rowley 
Virginia tags 306524. He returned bons during the night and left 
that car and took a!1956 biue Ford Fairlane belonging to his 
brother Laurence Duane Rowley. 


-Mrse Neva Rowley, mother of the subject, stated that she 
had auestianea Ronald about his activities and he had stated 

We just burned some crosses over in town}! By the expression 

"in town" Mrs. Rowley understood her son to mean in Washington, D.C. 
She stated that she had also asked Ronald about using the second 
car and he stated he had to take another fellow home. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 


Following is a description of Subject Rowley: 


Date of Birth: November 14, 1931 
Place of Birth: Springfield, Massachusetts 
Heights 5* 11" 
Weight: 155 to 165 pounds 
Hair: Brown . 
Eyes: Blue 
Education: Graduate of Washington and Lee 
High School, Arlington, Virginia, 19h9 
Navy Serial Number: 3309763 i 
Parents‘ Laurence and *TevasRowley Hie 
Brothers: Allen Loring Rowléy and Laurence Duand}RowLey. 
EE a cag 
_ Subject's father, LaurencéRowley, is employed at the 
Naval Gun Factory, and Allen LoringsRowley who was born November, 
1928, is employed by the General Accounting Office. 
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‘ Tolson 
TO +: Mr. roseyd - 3 DATE: July 4, 1956 Nevis 
i o a Pela 
i . : chad 
“FROM + Mr, priced  Qime of Calls: 5:05 peme Parsons 
; : 63:10 pee aerer, 
@ A Sizoo 
SUBJECT: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY | | te ee 
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS (2) ; Holloman = 
CHIEF JUSTICE BARI/WARREN « “victim: | ey 


' SENATOR EDREEET nan» =, VICTIM © 

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE FELDCRANKFURTER » VICTIM 
SOLICITER GE SIMONSOBELOFF # VICTIM 
MRS. DOUGLAS”KING (NAACP LEADER, 

BELTSVILLE, MARYLAND) # VICTIM 

“ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER 


a 
Kegs 


Supervisor Delevaigne, Washington Field Office, 
Rciepishieet advised Supervisor McGowan that Rowley was on the 
way to the Number 1 Station House where he would be charged 
with kindling bonfire in violation of Title 22, Section 1113 
of the District Code. Rowley will be charged with the two Fires 
at the Sheraton Park Hotel. Delevaigne advised that such charges 
would require total collateral i about $20 and that Rowley had 
that much money on him, 


Delevaigne was instructed to immediately contact the 
“Us Se Attorney for his views in this case and to advise the Bureau, 


At 6:10 p.m. Supervisor Delevaigne advised that Assistant 
U. S. Attorney Frederick Smithson had been contacted and Mr. Smithson 
said he would agree to the release of defendant Rowley on the basis 
of the collateral which had been posted in connection with the 
local violation, and that upon completion of the Bureau's investigation © 
he would give his final opinion as to prosecution for any violation 
of the Federal Statutes, including Sections1ll1 and 1503 of Title 18, 
(Section 111 concerns assaulting or intimidating a Federal officer, 
and Section 1503, part of the obstruction of justice violation,concerns 


_ threatening, intimidating officers of any court of the United States). 


SAC Laughlin was instructed to conduct the necessary Ge 
investigation to immediately identify the individuals involved in 
the cross burnings. Laughlin was advised that he should allow 
Rowley the opportunity of showing Agents the home of his accomplices 
and that if Rowley declined to cooperate in any way, physical 
surveillance ‘should be conducted as Rowley might en ndeavor to contact 
\ bts Aro ce Ber peat’ collateral on local glo-/ 
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, Tolson 
TO + Mr. Rosen f | pare: July 14+, 1956 Miron 
di} ; if | oe 
UFRom «= Mr, priced th Time of Call: 73:20 poem. ee 
7 thee 
Sizoo 
sunject: RONALD eucene “howney a | Winterrowd 
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS (3) ilar 
CHIEF JUSTICE a WARREN ~ VICTIM Gandy 
SENATOR HERBERT! VICTIM 7 a 
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE FELT RANKFURTER = VICTIM ears 
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rom oodr ow Tip scans of ren Lis candela Resident iesner. Lipscomb, 
SS at his own investigation, had determined that John Def e resides 
at 428 Peyton Street and is emp loyead Oy the Potomac Electric Power 


Company. = 


elevaigne sta appeare pscom 
the identity ay one of the accomplices and efforts Age Shetng made 
to locate and interview him. 


p 
canvasse these. blocks and located a Fred. Hockett residing at ve 
1115 Maryland Avenue, Northeast. They attempted to interview Hocketti / 


who immediately became belligerent and very profane.: Hockett indicatéd™ 


that he did not know who was responsible for the cross burnings 

denied that he was involved and said he was completely in emethg with 
the people who did burn the crosses. When the Agent and police officer 
attempted to further interview him they were ordered from his apartment, 
and left to preclude any incident arising. Shortly thereafter they. 
observed Hockett entering a Plymouth station wagon (Rowley said Hockett 
had a car of this type) and drive. away hurriedly. Delevaigne said 
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 


Agents are attempting to surveil Hockett but he has no further 
information concerning this at the present time. 


ACTION: 


Delevaigne was told that investigation should go 
forward to locate John D. Lee in order that he could be interviewed, 
and that this entire investigation should be pursued vigorously. 
He was told to keep the Bureau advised of progress of the 
investigation. 
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Q ) Tolson 
310 : Mre Rosen| _ DATE: uly My 2956. hee 
| Sc 
Mohr 
FROM 2 . Mr. Price ris ; deus 
AIG 
. : Sizoo 
SUBJECT : _ UM SUBJECTS $ . ; plat mae 
SS BURNINGS - "WASHINGTON, D. Ce J Holloman —____ 
va iy / 56 Fh tans 
Oz hee ; 


At 5:00 a.m. today Jim Barr, United Press representative, //-. 
telephonically contacted supervisor H. A. Fitzgibbong on duty in the|'° 7 
Investigative Division and inquired if Bureau had any interest in thé 
cross burning that had occurred at three locations in Washington, D. 6% 

uring the night. Barr advised it was his understanding crosses had 


.been burned on the lawn of the,Sheraton Park Hotel, at the residence 


of Su uprene Cour Court Sustice Felix rankfurter and at the residence of 
Simon!” Sobelof. @ acai apsase so 

Mr. Barn was thanked for his interest in contacting the 
Bureaue He was advised that no information could be furnished 
concerning his report at this time. Mr. McGuire of Mr. Nichols! 
Office was immediately advised concerning the BBONS's 
ACTION TAKEN: 


SAC Leo suena: Washington Field Office, was telephonically 
contacted and requested to determine through appropriate contact at the 
Washington Police Department if there was any truth to the report of 
cross burnings. 


SA. Kenneth T. Delavigne thereafter telephonically advised 
that the Washington Police Department was investigating three reported 
cross burnings. One occurred at the Sheraton Park Hotel where two 
placards had been recovered, one bearing the notation "Rehman is a Jew," 
the second "Warren is a nigger lover." The second cross reported 
burned in the vicinity of 545 Connecticut Avenue and a third cross 
in the three thousand block of Dumbarton Avenue. SA Delavigne advised 
facts were not substantiated at this time, but that inquiry concerning 
the matter was continuing in the Washington Field Office and that 
further information would be furnished as it is available, The in CY 


and developments in this matter were referred to the supervisor in 
charge, Domestic Intelligence Division, SA R. S. Garner, since the 
matter is one heing handled in that division. No further action appears 
necessary in the Investigative Division and this memorandum is 


- Submitted for record purposes. 
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Office Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Tolson 
TO Mr. nose(ft/ DATE: July 15, 1956 Boardman 
7 | a 
FROM + Mr, price ay Time of Call: 10:25 a.m. Bec 
i | oS 
yeyect: RONALD. BUCH Qounay | Winterowd 
JOHN DAVID VLE | Holloman 
_ FRED OHOCKETT wD = Gandy 
CHIEF JUSTICE EA WARREN - VICTIM 
SENATOR HERBERT!LEHMAN = VICTIM ( Ge / 
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE FELIX “#*RANKFURTER =- VICTIM 
SOLICITOR acne SIMONGSOBELOFF = VICTIM wy 2s / 
MRS. DOUGL KING (NAACP LEADER, ). < ie of 
‘BELISVILLE, MARYLAND) = VICTIM a1) jcoqainiion CONTAINED Da ad 


Alexandria and invite him to come to: the Metropolitan Police Department 


AN 
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pBeAUETING A FEDERAL OFFICER MERCIA (5 UNEL ASSiPED SPTMACIEM | ge ae 
DATE, 3248-09 .8Y> oa ; 
1 i 
SA Grant Nanna, me thar Office, a to 2 saves 
that he had talked to Deputy Chief of Police Edgar Scott, Metropolitan 
Police Department, this morning and Scott mentioned a news story in 
the Washington Post and Times Herald of Sunday, July 15, 1956, which 
appears on page B=3, and it quotes Scott as saying the FBI was called 
into investigation with approval of President Eisenhower. Scott 
told Nanna that he was completely misquoted by the press; that when 
the press asked him if the FBI was investigating matter he told the 
press this answer would have to come from the FBI that he could not 
speak for the FBI. 
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Nanna stated that Scott offered to call subject Lee in 


43S 


to be interviewed as to burnings of crosses. Scott pointed out that 
it was his intention if this was suitable with the Bureau that he \ 
would charge Lee,as well as Hockett, with kindling bonfire as he had 
done after talking to Rowley on 7/14/56. Nanna stated that two Agents q 
were interviewing Hockett at his residence this morning; that he 
intended to confer with Resident Agent Woodrow Lipscomb » Alexandria, 


Pel 


RECO 

Nanna pointed out that WFO was tn Ba Ane 5/6 asking for 
Buzeau approval to interview the officers of the Washington Chapter 
of the White Citizens Council. He sad that this was merely a 
thought and they were not asking for authority to make these interviews 5 
at this time but would consider néking a request later if they were not & 
able to develop. additional information concerning the burnings from the 
three subjects. He pointed out that both Lee and Rowléy have admitted™ E 


ee 2 meeting or meetings of White Citizens: Couneil of Washington 
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concerning Lee and he thought they would agree to Scott's proposal Hi 
and Agents would sit in on the interview which the cat tee ae i 
Police would have with Hockett and Lee. ee 
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 


and had stated that their action was motivated on personal feelings, 
and that it might be advisable later on to have an offieial statement 
from officers of the White Citizens Council as to the position of that 
group concerning the cross burnings. 


ACTION: 


Nanna was instructed to. proceed with further interviews 
of Hockett and Lee, and if no information was obtained from them that 
an Agent should be ” present during interviews with them when the 
Metropolitan Police called them in for interview concerning the cross 
burnings. 


It was pointed out to Nanna that the Director has stated 
it will be necessary to immediately complete the investigation; 
make copies of investigative report available to U. 5S. Attorney, 
Washington, and the Attorney General in view of the U. 5S. Attorney's 
opinion that. he will give a prosecutive opinion after the investigation 
.has been completed. Nanna was instructed to complete the investigation 
today and to submit a report so that it would be available for 
transmission to the Attorney General ahd the U. S. Attorney tomorrow, . 
July 16, B28 
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Office Nesiieandins : UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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. TO 3 ' Mr, noser\/ pate: 7/15/56 
FROM : FLL. pesca Time of call: 955 p ems Bowron 
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. Harbo 
SUBJECT: RONALD EUGENE “ ROWLEY, ET AL. Mohe 
. CHIEF JUSTICE EARLCWARREN = VICT IM, ET AL. Resta. 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER ‘ Tamm 


Sizoo 


Winterrowd 
Mr. Lee Nichols of the United press; Washington, D. Ce, Tle. Room 
Biecutive 3=3430, called for the purpose of obtaining any easly 
information the Bureau could give him concerning the captioned haf + 
case. He stated that Deputy Chief of Police Scott, Metropolitan “ 
Police Department, had said that eight detectives had been assigned 


to this matter to "work with the FBI. 
ACTION: : \)~ 


Mr. Lee Nichols was advised a check would ve made and 
he would be immediately contacted, 


Mr, McGuire in Mr. Nichols office was telephonically 
advised of Mr. Nichols? request and Mr. McGuire stated he would handle 
it. 
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Assistant Attorney Generel July 16, 1956 
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- RONALD saygae 2 fouss, JOHN DAVID LEE C) 
/ FRED PLA CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN - VICTIM, 
SENATOR HERBER EIMAN - VICTIM, ASSOCIATE JUSTICE 
| FELIXOVRANKFURTER - VICRDM, SOLICITOR GENERAL 
SIMONSOBELOFF - VICTIM, DOUGLAS KING ~ VICTIM oe 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL 0 orbcan : Nie ef 
pod 


'- * Bnelosed herewith. 4s a copy of an investigative 
report dated July 15, 1956, which has been prepared by 
our Washington Field Office. This report sets forth the 
results of investigation concerning the burning of five | 

_ ‘eresses in the vicinity of the residences of the victims 
7 = this case which occurred on the night of July 13 and 14, 


ene > 


Oo The report yeflects: that investigation has 
resulted in-the identification of three subjects. Two 
of these subjects, Rowley and. Lee, admit parficipation 
in the ‘burning of crosses at the. Sheraton-Park Hotel. 
The third subject, Hockett, denies participation in | 
cross~burning activity. 


‘This matter was presented to Assistant United 
states Attorney Frederick G. Smithson on July 14, 1956, who Ss 
deferred opinion as to prosecution of subjects until a, 
complete investigation had been conducted. Copies of the 
enclosed report have been made available to the Attorney — 

2 General and. Deputy Attorney General Rogers by memorandum | 

“es dated July 16, 1956. A copy of the investigative report 
© ds also being "made available to the United States Attorney's A 
ee ‘Office, Washington, D. C., and that office will be followed a 
“< Closely for an opinion as to. peqnecuetons: You will be — x 
ae aayped. o of the results. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Pennsylvania Aveme and 9th Biss Ne. W 
Washington, D. C. 


I sce by this mo 


. duly 155 195 a: 


g's issue of the WASHINGTON POST 


that a Mr. Ronald E. 


Rowley has been charged in the cross 


fires which occurred in Washington some days ago. A few 


weeks ago I entered the Cadms Book Store (1246 Wisconsin 


~—of the-Vhite Citizens Council.- 


Ave., N. W.) which appears to-be the Washington headquarters 


At that time.I. met the 


aceused and two of his friends (one who worked in the store) 


and entered into a discussion with them on their views on 


the. segregation issue. 


In the event that you have not 


already discovered Mr. Rowley's association with the eel ; 


Citizens Council, I thotight it might be helpful to you to “S 


have this information. Si“ 49 54 — it / 67 


I would, of course, prefer that my name name hae | 
RECORDED - 68 
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anonymous in anything which develops from thie Anforma tion. 
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ee - ~g *e 
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| INDEXED ae, WASHINGTON FIELD (89-42) ° DP 4 


EBA omarp EUGENE ROWLEY, et al; CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN, f 
et al. - VICTIMS, APO Deanna eens Se 


ted 7/15/56 from | 
orthwest, Washington. 


Correspondent points out she read in 7/15/56 issue of 
“Washington Post and Times Herald" that Rowley had been 
charged with cross burnings. 


Correspondent stated that a few weeks ago she was 
at the Cadmus Book Store, 1246 Wisconsin Avenue, Notthwest, 
which appears to her to be Washington headquarters of White 
Citizens Council. At that time correspondent related she 
met Rowley and two of his friends (one of whom worked in the 
store) and entered into discussion with them regarding their 
views on segregation issue. 


Correspondent suggests that if Bureau has not 
already discovered Rowley's association with White Citizens 
Council, this information might be helpful. Correspondent 
requested that her name remain anonymous. 


Immediately interview correspondent in connection 
with captioned investigation. Insure that she understands 
Bureau investigating eross burnings and not investigating 
activities of White Citizens Council. Acknowledge receipt of 
her letter at Bureau. ; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF Fy sSTIGATION. ae 
WASHINGTON - De : eG 
—  Saly 38,°2956 


To: 


SAC, Washt ine a 


. fae ¢ of 5 
Re: Ba aa. te a ae on mon ~or i 
: UNSUBS; | OD tee John Edgar Hoover, Director © 
Walte a ae 
Feliz? aa by YOUR FILENQ, =.” 
Hebert, FBI FILE NO.- 
Mra. Deugiee “LAB. NO. 2 ‘ 
Exayineeo ne sony: Federal Ofrieere, Wine. PO 5544 BY 
Reference: _ 2S : 
_ “Peraonal- vistte ohiayss, SA 's Valter Neucke; Leo I. 
. Examination requested: | : Proates, Pawl Ertz tnger i o} Biako te Xe. Jahn (BA) 
ra eee Peeluerks ~ Spectrographio ~ pied ab ad ‘Analyses 
os. “Neen , Guenter Analyses + Miscellaneous e 


:Y 91 Wooden cress revovercd at hone of Feltz Frakkfurter (Tten a 7 
: Q2 Wooden cross, erégin not stated (Item B) 
Q3 Wooden creeks recovered at Sheraton Park Hotel ( Iten Cc) 
Q4 Wooden erose, ertgin net stated (Iten BD) 
OS QS Wooden crosa, Peoovered at heme of ura. Dougl 2. .Ktng 
v, 4 Hard beard etgh beertng inscription." JEr" 
4, Q?7 Hard board etgn bearing inscription RARE WARREN NIGGER LOVER" 
7 Q8. Herd board etgn beartag tnecription “HERBIER? LEHMAN J vee aad 


Qo Metal reg found at phareren Park Hotel Te - 


RESULTS OF FAMMATT ONS: 


Me. Tolson Spee tuen Ql through (4, 07 and 9a were gelivered to the 
Mr. Boardman ao boratery by £A Welter Heucke of the Yashtngton Pield Office, ; 
Mr. Nichols Spec tmen QC wae &elivered to the Laboratory by SA'S Leo I. Prasise 
Mr. Harboe amd Paul srtaings of the Washington Field Offtoe. Epectmen 05 

| Me Mohr gas deltvered te ‘the Laboratory by cA Froncte Z..Jahn of the 


pees tome SE 4g 8 afl RO 
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MeVinewowd > | Baltimere A. a vis anes 
: 6 centenyed nest page 
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- Holloman ___ : 
ips ,Gpndy. ae 
: ~ Mr, Rosen. 


«Fhe ftve crosses, ci through 25, have the same general 
appearance and construction. They conatst of vertical pteces 
approzteately 3' ta length to which sre belted Aertsontal pisces 
approstaately S* in length. ech of the vertteal pteces ta <1, 
g@, (4 and GS hae an tron rod approximately 3/8" ta diameter 
inserted tn a hole ta one enc. 4 hole aleo ta present in one end 
of the vertical ptece tn (3. It ta posstble that the 3/38" rad, 
co, wae ortginaily taeerted tate thts Aole. Cotten batting Aas 
been stapled cuver the aurfacea of the vertteal and Aortwentai 
plecesa af the crosses with 1/4" long ataplee, The ataples are 
‘the type used ta automatic compresaion etaplera which witli 
accommodate etaples 3/5" in width. A few materescepte marke were 
J'ound on some of the ataples and tt may be poestbie te identify 
the stapling machine or machines used, 


The four Aertaontal pieces of the creesea, $1 through 
ud, were tdentifted ae Aaving been aawed with a circular saw 
fom one board. The four vertical pieces of Cl through ¢4 and 
the hortzontal piece of (5 were identified az having been sawed sf 
with a circudar eae frem one baard. Mo cencluateon could be reached — 
a8 to whether the hortwontal plecea of Ci through 74 were origtnaliy 
part of the game beard aa the vertical pieces of (1 through ¢¢ and 
the hortaontal piece of (5. The saw marka on the submitted doards 
contained toa few charactertatics for cemparteon purposes. 


| The 1 5/8" x 2" vertical Southern Yellow Pine beard 
of (3S ta different in dimenstona from all of the other boards 
subuttted, whteh are approsiuately 1 9/16" square Southern Fellow 
Pine, Phe vers teal board th (5 hag no freshly cut sidess Aowever, 
@ plese may Agave! been recently cut from one end, 


The vertiesi and horizontal pteces of each of the crosses, 
ad, G2 and <5 are fastened together with « 1/4" 2 4" machine bolt 
and wing nut. A leck waeher te preaent uader each wing aut. Phe 
two pieces of each of the croseca, 23 and (4, are faatened together 
with a i/é" 2 4" carrtage bolt and wing nut, A lock waeher te 
present under each of the wing aute, It wae not possible to 
assectate theese bolts, washers or nute wtth a particular acnufacturer 
er to aeeociate any two with each otrer. 


Approztuately five cubte centinetere, or one sixth of an 
ounce, of a mixture of flammable petroleum hydrocarbons were 
removed from portions of the cotton batting on the orosacs listed — 


fC MGSSEL BL . aig ee 
Continued next page 


ae Gl, C4 and (5. Mo flammable fluid waa removed from the cotton 

on the crosaca liated aa (2 and 93. Tae abeence of any flammabie 

fiuid in theae apectmena docs not preclude the pesatbtitty that 

it was present at the time of the burning. The flutds used to 

initiate and accelerate burfizg, because of thetr ready flanmabtl ity, 

are ueually deaetroyed tn the tatttal ateges of a fire. [4 wis 

not posatble te tdentify the apeetfic grade of eee Aydro} 

carbons removed from 21, <4 aad CS because of the very liaited 

anounte found present. The standard teats used to identify the 

various grades of petroleum Aydrocarbona require amounte af 

spectnens far tn ercess of the quantities found in the cotton 

on these items, The odor of the fienmmable flutda removed from 

these itema auggested, Aowever, that kerosene or light fuel oti 

mae the flutd weed. 

\Z a 
Spectmensa ¢2i and <5 contata pieces of cotton chesseclota., zn 

apecimen 7] Acs an approxrtaate yarn count of 45 2 27 wihtle 75 haa 

ah appreztmate count of 62 z SG. He cheesecloth was found 

adkertag to 22, (3 or G4. 


Pleoea of pinak«<colored fabric composed of pink cotton 
and white flianent vtscoas rayon yarns were found attached to 22. 
Thia fabric te stutlar to sons decorattud fabrica used jor 
eurtaina, overdrapes and upholiaetery. 


Plecea of cotton sheeting or ehirting havtag an 
approzimate yarn count of 74 2 74 were found om C3, 


| Cotten batting contatning conetderable plant stena;. 
deavee, bloeaoms, seed hulls, et ceters, was found on all apecinens. 
Thta batting t9 stmilar to that uged for packing aad by upholaterers, 


Herse hatr atailar te that uaed by upholeterers sag found 
on cl, 2, <4 and G5. Mone was found on 4, 


. The matertal comprisiag the lettering on the signe, 
gO through 08, ta ao giesay white alkyd enamel pigmented with 
titanium diozide, The enamels present on (6 through (4 are 
sintlar tn color, terture aac composition and could be from the 
#ame source. 


PCwASERE BE wid we 
Contiaued next page 


. The three 1/8" hard boards, 66, <7 and ©3, were 
compared with each other, but tt was not possible to determine 
‘whether any two of these epectnans were originally parte af the 
same beard. 


Speotmena (2 threugh 04 and <6 through (8 wtil be 
retained {a the Laboratory until cailed for by a representative 
of the Washington Field Offtee. Specimen 9S will be retained 
uatii calied for by a representative of the Baittnere Ufftee. 
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STANDArca FORM NO. 64 & 


Office Memor ndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


MR. ROSE pate: July 18, 1956 


This is to set forth instructions which have been issued to the 
Washington Field Office (WVFO) in this case, together with the action whiéh 
is being taken in the investigation of this matter. 


l. The United States Attorney's Office (USA) in the District of 
Columbia has been fully informed of developments to date, both by report and 
orally, particularly in connection with the additional information supplied 
by Rowley, together with the results of the interviews with Floyd Fleming 
and Edgar Franklin Johnston of the White Citizens Council,(WCC). 


2. The WFO has been instructed to keep the Bureau fully apprised of 
all developments and in this regard every effort is being made to prepare a 
report for transmittal to the Department today, 7/18/56. 


3. There are six teams of Agents in the District! of Columbia locating 
and interviewing members of the WCC. In addition, the Resident Agency at 
Alexandria has been instructed to expeditiously handle the reinterview of John 
David Lee, together with Mr. and Mrs, Alexander Hanna of Alexandria, 
Virginia, who are reported to have attended the meeting of the WCC on 7/13/ 58. 

LD - 


4, Reinterviews are being sought with Hockett and with Fleming. 
With respect to Fred Plant Hockett, who, according to Rowley, constructed the 
crosses, attempts will be made to make aah searches of his residence 


and his station wagon. S \ §9- Y/ (p olf 


5. Attempts are being made to reint Sew John Kasper, who at the 
present time, 7/18/56, has not been locat occur to the. WFO, Kasper 
appears to be endeavoring to elude intervie = 

JUL 12 1956 

6. Neighborhood investigation is being eondierns : at the dead end street 
near the American Legion Hall on Nichols Avenue, Southeast, aud-iathis regard 
a representative of the Lab has gone to the scene to determine if there is any 
possible evidence of kerosene or other items which might be tied in with this 


matter, _. Ts: 
— iy NUL ?) df he 
(6) 


Memorandum for Mr. Rosen 


7. Every effort is being made to locate the red pick-up truck 
involved in the caravan and to identify and interview its owner. 


. 8. The WFO will further interview Rowley in view of the fact that 
it appears he has additional information in his possession concerning this 
matter and in the event it appears he is not cooperating fully, consideration 
will be given to suggesting that Mr. Nichols get in touch with Rowley's aunt, 
Mrs. Walter Johnson, who is very concerned over Rowley's involvement 
in this matter. The WFO has been advised of this potentiality. 


9. The results of the investigation developed to date, as submitted 
by the WFO, will be incorporated in a memorandum to the Attorney General, 
with copies to Rogers and Olney. It will be insured that the WFO keeps the 
USA's Office currently advised ahdthat reports be submitted most promptly. 
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_ there is. being had oe ae to ‘the Laboratory today the eR a 

'. articles which were taken from-the premises of 605. North 

-. Jefferson Street, ‘Arlington, Virginia, w ey ip subject. Rowleyge/ It Le \ 
“resides. Mr. Laurence Rowley, father ‘of the subject, gave 

--written permission for these articles. He ‘said that these 
articles need not. be ‘returned- to hin, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Recava aed 9/18/56 nuie Laboratory Work Sheet 
Re: nomanp xuonte onan 7 tag t& q- el 6. oe 
aon PARED LES Od. # oe Seas BT IE GR 
gases (2) 


4ESAUL? OF PEDSIAL OFFICER 
Examination requested by: sae, Réoknond | (a9. new) . 

. . KeTE AS Pauewtsee: | WSLS F 
Date of reference communication: Let & visit 7/18 PR? received: P/IS pera ael. 
Examination. requested: Po2acré ~ Speetro. - Hicro. andl. (z & F} 

Result of Examination: V- 2O2-SC- . Examination by: By oe ae 


Gd Vs -¥ 
tal? #2 oe an 
Rea toted x 


Specimens submitted for examination 


Bi Stier bearing white point 
&2 Smali serap of cetten. saete 
£2 Partly used reli of eleetrictane* tape 
£4 Sample af white patat 

4 nati eleotticians’ staple 


Smell etapie 
Poon ae eae ot | . f a a 
eee a re oe a ee aE, , RE pes Ly 
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“FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Recorded 7/218 / 58 pHe. Laboratory Work Sheet 
Re: powALD EUGENE ROWLEY; File# 897. #/6.2 2 
JOHN DAVID LEE; Lab. # pong5545 BY If GR 
oysue..( 2) | . 


CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN, 
EY AL, WICPIUS 
ASSAUL? OF FEDERAL OFFICER. 


Examination Peauenred by: sae, Richnond (82enew) - 
Date of seeevence communication: Let & visit 7/15/38" received: o/1s: pers del. | 
Examination requested: Solmark + Spectro. + Micro. Anal. (H & FP) 


Result of Examination: ; Examination by: PRAZYER 
3 7 7 LY EPALIEW 
DOWALDSON 


Specimens submitted for examination 


Ki Stick bearing white patnt - 
£2 Snall ecrap of cotton waste 
XS Partly used roll of electric sans? tape 
#4 Sample af white paint 
a5 Large electt#cians* ee 
6 Suall staple 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Recorded 7/18/56 mMc Laboratory Work Sheet 
Ex a 
Re: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY; rite ee. rN, [Gop 


JOHN DAVID LEE; 

UNSUB (1) 

CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN, 
_ET AL, VICTIMS 

ASSAULT OF FEDERAL OFFICER 


Examination requested by: SAC, Richmond (89-new) 
; 4. fe. 


: Pires! | 
Date of reference communication? “net & arp 7/15/dé&e received: 7/15 pers del. 


Lab. #PC-45545 BX Iz GR 


Examination requested: #8olmark - Spectro, - Micro. Anal. (H & F) 


Result of Examination: Examination by: FRAZIER AC 
L'ITALIEN . 


Va gel Lad ) | ISG a Lok ——— | 


Specimens submitted for examination 


Kl Stick bearing white paint 

K2 Smali scrap of cotton waste 

K3 Partly used roll of electricians’ tape 
-K4 Sample of white paint : 

K5 Large electércians' staple 


ee Small Fined One: ePrrcsed Onfaied 
=e, or Corned Hoe Gere 
(Drees. eae Ate . to aahacighte 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D.C. 


To: 

SAC, Richmond tes duly 85, 1956 
a " fee followtag Laboratory report will confirn the verbdel 
report furniehed a representative of your office and the . 
Washington Field Office eon July 15, 1956, 


RONALD SUGENE ROWLEY: 
JOHN DAVID LEE? 

oNSUB (21) a YOUR FILE NO. 
CHIEF JUSPICE BARL WARKEN, FBI FILE NO. S9anew 
EB? AL, ¥WIeTimts 


Examinh TSAHES OF FEDERAL OFFICER (PCnd5545 BI 
Bichuond 


Relsience: RECORNEN.9W0 KF. 5 / b ; oe 


Letter and personal visit 7/15/56 
Tooluark -~ Spectregraphic - wren Analyses 
2 vi , 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 


Re: , ¢| ° Aoevrer 
LAB. NO. 


Examination requested: 


Specimens: 


Kl Stick bearing white patnt 

K2 Small scrap of cetton waate 

X3 Partly used rell ef electricians’ tape 
X42 Sample of white patat 

KS Large electrtetens’ stapl 

K6 Small staple 


Previously aubmitted by Baltimore and Washtagton Field Offices. 


Ql ~ QS Ftve eresses 
@6 - 08 Mree signs 


Beault of examination: 


Me. Tolson i. 
Mi Nichols he paint on the atick, X1, and tn the sample of white patnt, 
ae ¥4, are flat nenalkyd white paints and are different from the white 
“Noh paint found on the signa Q6 through Qo. Te white paint on the 
M fiiaetona, therefore, could not have come from the same source as the 
: ht ae and K4 paints. oss Wy ze fF yd 
Mr. Sizoo ye : 2 
ae ilar The cotten waste, K2, is dtfferent frou the cheesecloth, 
Me hn eatton betting and other matertals found on the five crosses, 
Miss Coy AL through 05. . 


HO 2 vashstagton Field office = hI, 2! 
a, L= Baktogre tie | P6 
Fanaa as . . a gf j 
| RAFSPOB = (7) a 3 a San a 


Page one 


There was no tape found on the crossea, Qi through @, for 
comparison with the roll of tape, X3. Me staple, KS, which is 
i4 tnchea in length, its an electrictan's staple and the staple, 
E6, which ta 1 tnehk in length, ta a fencing staple. The K5 and 
£6 staples are different from the staples faund on the crosaea, 
Qi through @5. Since Mr. Laurence Zowley, father of the subject, 
from whom Kl through X6 were obtained, stated that theae articles 
need not be returned to him, fPhey wiil be deatreyed in the 
Laboratory 15 days from the date of this report. Please advise 
the Laboratory immediately should you deaire the return of these 
specimens to the Richmond office, 


. Page two 
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: STANRARD FORM No. 64 


Office a: am - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : MR, BOARDMAN : DATE: July 17, 1956 


ee 1 3:30 P.M. 
mom ; A. ROSEND pees 


supject: RONALD EU gufeon ‘LEV; JOHN DAVID LEE; 
FRED PLANYAMOCKETT; 
CHIEF JUSTIC? EAR@ WARREN, Victim; SENATOR. HERBERT 


@ UEw LEHMAN, Victim; ASSOCIATE JUSTICE FELIX ion 

‘OFRANKEURTER, Victim; SOLICITOR GENERAL | Wiisne — 
SIMO ZOBELOFF, Victim; MRS. DOUGLAG@KING, Victim oy PY cant 

ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER or Ty O14 Shed 


Supervisor Delavigne in the Washington Field Office telephonically P 
advised of pertinent developments in connection with the burning of crosses/pn © nF -/ 
the night of July 18 - 14, 1956, at the Sheraton-Park Hotel; the residence o ea | 
Solicitor General Sobeloft; Associate Justice Frankfurter; and Virs. Douglas [ ae / 
King, National Association.: forthe Advancement of Colored People, a leader 
of Prince Georges County chapter of that group. Ce Gi WAT nt 


i 


laden, 


Ronald Eugene Rowley, who has already admitted, his’ participation , ~ 
in thé*purning of the crosses at the Sheraton-Park Hotel. ‘has now furnished’ 
considerable details reflecting that after a meeting of the /hite Citizens Council We J 

‘in Southeast Washington on July 13, 4956, a caravan of four motor vehicles g / 
picked up 5 crosses which were soAked in kerosene and, thereafter, 2owley, Pee 
Hockett and Lee proceeded to th bheraton, Plaza. A red truck in the caravan 

and an automobile driven by Johi\asper, organizer for the White Citizens 


Council, and Edgar: ohnston, its temporary chairman, proceeded in a different 
direction with at least two ¢rosses. The definite implication is that Kasper and 
Johnston, together with other members or adherents of the White Citizens Council 
are possibly responsible for the/ourning of the crosses before the home's of 

| Solicitor General Sobeloff, Associate Justice Frankfuy er. ROwiey shed no i ; 
light as to the person who may be responsible for t urning of the crosses \ 
at the home. of Mrs. Douglas King in Prince Georges County. He has reiterated 
that he heard no discussion concerning the burning of crosses at “the mecting 
of the Council. 


ACTION BEING TAKEN 


The Washington Field Cfiftice has been instructed to identify and interview 
other possible subjects involv? fhe various cross burnings and to interrogate 
[tem fully. They are to handle this matter on expeditio Ss basis_and to keep the 
Bureau fully advised. S$ ane MHL a) 4 
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Memorandum for Mr. Boardman 


The United States Attorney's Office has not yet given a final 
opinion in this matter; however, as soon as pertinent facts are developed 
they will be made available for the additional information of the United States 
Attorney. As soon as the full details of the interview with Rowley are 
received this afternoon from the *Yashington Field Office, a memorandum will 
be promptly prepared for the Attorney General advising him of the 
[eevetopment and the fact that additional intensive investigation is being 
conducted. 
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WON: DO TUGEAR ROWLEY, @ als sh 
CREEP JUSTICH BANL WAhobRy et al e Yiu de 
aout ULTIN A Maula OFFIC 


with further reference to my wo memorandums of 
Judy 15, 1956, I wanted te furnish te sou additional inforuge 
| sean which has been developed in our investigation concerning 
tha turning of eroases in the wigtrict of colunblie and rrince 
Georges County, Maryland, om the aight of July Ljel+, 1y56. 


Joon David Lee, one of tne individuals who has 
pYevViously admitted participating in the burning of crosses 
at Lhe cheratonerark Hotel, Was again interviewed on July 16, 
1356, subsequent to the submiasion of referenced menorandyys 
aud bas refused to answer any questions or to cooperate f ‘aa 
with our Agents, However, Howley, in interviews on July 8 
and 17, 1956, furnished additional information converning his 
activities ag well as the activities of others in connection 

with the burning of these crosses. 


Howley denied that there bad been any discussiot 
a6 to the buraing of crosses at any meetings of the White 
Citigene Counell which he bad atvcended. He said he attended 
@ geeting of this group at the american Legion Hall, 3201 
fp iachels Avenue, Southeast, kKashington, on July 6, 1:0, and 
i) oy jagalm om the might of July 15, 1946, which was the nighi 
_ S «/0¥esses Were burned in the area, With regard te tne latier 
~ jy meeting, dowley stated that it was attended by about 20 
~ 2! persons, iucluding Fred Plant Hockett, Lee, and himself. 
. G& Algo present, according to howley, vas John Kasper, organizer 
= “lof the Washington White Citizens Council, and Rdgar &. 
' ydohnaton, a member of this organization. 


' Rowley stated that the seeting of the organisation 
lasted about 96 minutes end after the close of the meeuing 
Hockett.Laquired whether he wanted to participate in cross 
k ngs, whereupen he agreed. Rowley stated that he 
ecompanied Lockett and an individual, whose identity. was. 
ot known to hin but whe was driving a red pickup truck, 

Oo # deadeend street opposite the American Legion Uall where 
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Hemorandaum to The Attorney Genatsl 


four wooden creases were ‘taken ent of Kockett's aoe wagon 
and drenched in keresens. ‘wo crosses were replaced 


' Hockett's station wagon and the other two crosses vere isso 


in the red pliekup truck. Kowley stated that thereafter « 
earavan of feur vehieles proceeded tc northweat washington. 
thie caraven consisted of Hockett, in hie station veers alone; 
the red piekup truck carrying two crodses, driven by the 

nown male individual who was alona; the third vehicle 
containing Rowley and Lee; and « fourth vehicle containing 
John Xasper and Edgar F, Johiieion, identified by Rowley as 
temporary chairean ef the Southeast white Citisens council, 

Pah ch ‘are 
This caravan eventually led ved. at the approximate 
vicinity of we, Cennecticut Avenue {Mni ley states he 
knew to be the vieinity of the resi Solieiter General 
Sobelert. the vehicles turned off of Connecticut avenue 
eras Aas the red pickup truck and the vehicle carry kasper 
ton pulled to the curbs and stopped, Rowley 

he did not again see these vehicles, He related that he 
followed Hockett back te Connecticut svenue and preceeded 
with him to the 3heraton-iark Hetel where they ignited two 
erogses which were being carried in Hockett's station wagon. 
Howley advised that he had no information concerning the 
erosses burned in Maryland or at the residences of Justice 
Prankfurter and Soliciter General Sobeleff. 


When questioned as to the circumstances under which 
Lee accompanied Howley, the latter replied that he presumed 
Lee had been ee Le accompany him. He said Lee apperently 
had prior knowledge of the plens and Lee wentioned this was 

the first time he — participated in such activity. Kowley 
related that Lee and himself returned to the vicinity of the 
American Legion Hall at about 2460 rer July 14, 1956, where 
be wxiersteod that the other individual invelvea were gupposed 
te rendezvous following their activity, * although none of the 

other persons appeared, 


Howley etated that be did not knew where the crosses 
were mage but was of the opinion that Hockett prebably made 
them. He said he received a telephone call from Jdehn Masper 
on the evening of July Lit, 1956, during whieh Kasper used 
words to the effect that “We ara proud of you." Kewler clained 
that ne mention wee made of the plans to burn tresses at the 
meeting of the White Citizens Council] on the night of July 13, 
1956, and he did not know of these plans until after the meeting 
Was eoncluded, 


Hemorandun to The attorney Goneral 


Floyd Fleming, identified by Rowley as chairman 
ke unite Citizens Couneil, was interviewed 


ronnell., He admitted attending a mest of ‘the organisation 
on July 13s 1956, at the invitation of 

Johaston. Be Sek ee ee ate ek Par eeteeteee the 
burning of oresses. 


| Prenklin Johneton was likewise interviewed 
on duly 17, 1956. He identified himself az ehairman of the 
southeast 74 svi ten White Citizens Connell. He denied 
knowledge ae chee the berning of croases other than what he had read 
in the presa and atated that to the best of his knowledge this 
activity was not sponsered by the White Citizens Ceuncli, ie 
Claimed he attended a meeting of tha organization on the night 
of July 13, *1956 but declined to furnish names of individnals 
in attendance Jeining that he was prehibited by action of 
the Board of Birecters and by the by: of the te Citizens 
council from identifying membera. Johnston stated te would 
consult the Courell and advise further as te the furnishing 
of additional information at a later date. In this connection, 
ow Agents will reinterview Johnston on July 1B, 1956. 


bat phan efforts were made to locate John Kasper, 


og } 

Council, up throu the late evening hours of July 17, 1956, | 

but Ota wineanboute : 

inveetigation ia cent in order to develop all possible 

information as to the identity of 211 individuals involved 

in the cross bur activities and to determine the extent 

. ta whieh tals activity waa inapired by the White Citizens 
Counei). The informatien which is being furnished to you in 

this nemorandum ig being made available to the United states 

Atterney in Hashingten, 


This matter is being given continuous preferred 
attention and you will be advised of the results. 


ee: 1d « Hp. Williem *. Rogers 
Deputy Attorney General 


oa + Assistant Attorney General 
Warren Olney Ili 
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ROWALD EUGENE "ROWLEY, ET ‘Als 


ONIEF JUSTICE EARL*WARREN, BT AL « ~ viovrms; 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER 


é 


aL 
In connection with my previous memoranda 
concerming the burning of crosses in this area on the 

night of July 13 - 1), 1956, I am enclosing herewith a 

copy of & report dated July 18, 1956, prepared by our 

Washington Field Office, Copies of this report are also | 
,_ being made available to Deputy Attorney General Rogers 

' and Assistant Attorney General Olney with eopies of this 

memorandum, The enclosed report sets forth details 
concerning interviews had with Ronald Eugene Rowley on 


July 16 end 17, 1956, and other individuals possibly | 


involyed in this matter which were. , Summarized in my 
memerandwi of July 18, 1956. 


Por yeur further information, additional . 
investigation has been conducted since the preparation 
of the enclosed report based on information furnished by 
Rowley aa to the identity of personas attending e meeting 
~~~ @f the Washington White Citizens Council in Southeart 
| 2 _ Hesningten on the night of July 13, 1956. 


va 
2 & 
as @n July 18, 1956, Mr. and Mrs, Lerey Russell © 8 
: ~ done, 5143 Wheeler Read, Southeast, Washington, advised os 4 oO 

3", Bhoy attended the meeting of the White Citizens Council amc 
= July 13, 1956, at the invitation of Floyd Fleming, op EF 
\ ae by Rowley as chairman of the Northwest White a ao 3 
-——-tAtizens Council, They stated the meeting waa of en eit zs 
organizational nature; that there wes no discussion a2 0°42. 
eoncerning cross purnings, end that they left early because A ©] © 

they were not interested, | 


>, OBED-45 TF S716 
John Wesley Stone, Py “painter at the Naval Air ‘ 
‘station, Washington, was in attendance at this meettmm 
~“fokon png @h interview denied that there was any discussion 
Se —ooneeralng | the purning of CrOBBEB, 
Harbo a_i 
Mohr 


age hh! & 


The Attorney General 


Myr, and Mrs, Alex James Hanna, residing at 
Temple Traller Village, Alexandria, Virginia, were 
interviewed on July 18, 1956. Rowley has previeusly 
advised that Mr. and Mra, Hanna were in attendance at the 
meeting of the White Citizens Council on the night of 
July 13, 1956. Mr. ond drs, Hanna were interviewed 
separately. Mr, Hanna advised that he attended this Pa 
riecting with his wife anc. John David iee who has been 
4mplicated in the crosa burnings by Rowley. Upon arrival, 
they observed John iesper, previously identified as the 
orgenizer of the Washington White Citizens Council, 
condueting the meeting which concerned recruitment, He 
denied Imowing the identities of other persons in attendance 
end claimed thet Lee, his wife and hinself left the meeting 
about 9:30 pem, He stetod that the three then visited 3 
nuuber of bars and resteurants in the Marylane suburbs 
before returning home to Virginia betweon midnight and 
23:00 asm, July 1b, 1956, 


Hanna denied that the burning of crosses was 
nentioned at the meeting and denied partieipation in or 
kmowledge of those who mey have been responsible for the 
cross burnings. Hanne atated thet he first joined the 
White Citizens Council in the Fall of 1955 at Williamston, 
North Carolina, He arrived in Washington in Deceber, 
1955, and attended his first White Citizens Council meeting 
in Washington in June, 1956. He said he has joined this 
organization for one ysar expiring July 6, 1957. 


Although Hr. Hanna admitted attending the meeting 
of July 13, 1956, Mra, Hanna dented thet they attended such 
@ mé0t or that she had ever attended a White Citizens 
Council meeting. She claimed that from 8:00 p.m,, July 13, 
1956, until 2:00 a.m, July 1h, 1956, she was in the 
company of her husband and John David Lee celebrating the 
Hennas?t wedding anniversary and that they attended numerous 
restenrants. She stated that her husband is ea member of 
@ South Caroline branch of the White Citizens Counell but 
is not a local member, 


Mm, ©. @. Tincher, mentioned to Agents by John 
Wesley Stone as hawing attended the July 13, 1956, meeting, 
advised on interview thet he attended at the invitation of 
‘Floyd Fleming but left the meeting early. He could not 
identify other persons at the meeting and advised that 
nothing was said in his presence concerning the burning of 
Crosses. 
4 
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the Attorney General 


. Rowley has previously stated that one of the 
individuals in the caravan of automobiles that proveeded 
from Southeast to Northwest Washington immediately prior 
to the cross burning activity on the night of July 13, 
1956, was an unknown individual driving a 1953 model red 
pickup truck, Exhaustive investigation has failed to 
identify this individual although information hes been 
developed that he may be employed as a janitor in a. 
school in Pairfex or Arlington Counties, Virginia, Every 
effort is being made to identify this individual in order 
that he can be interviewed, 


Edger Pranklin Johnston, referred to in my 
nenorandwua of July 18, 1956, hes refused te furnish 
. further information concerning this matter on the advice | 
of his attorney. John Dawid Lee, implicated by Rowley, 
was agein contacted on July 18, 1956, and refused to be 
interviewed, 


Fred Plant Hockett, implicated by Rowley, was 
reinterviewed on July 15, 1956, amd again denied 
membership in the White Citizens Council or attendance at 
any of this organization's meetings and specifically 
denied attend the meeting of July 13, 1956. Hockett 
refused to gr {uterviewing Agents peraission to search 
his house or automobile. Hrs, Hockett was interviewed 
separately and likewise denied attendance at meetings of 
the Council ond specifically denied attending the meeting. 
of July 13, 1956. She also denied any knowledge of the 

- burning of crosses until she observed newspaper publicity 
concerning the incident, 


Onr investigation has still failed te result in 
the location of John Kasper, allegedly the orgenizer of 
the White Citizens Council. Our investigation indicates 
thet Kasper is probably aware of our efforts to locate hin 
and is deliberately avoiding interview. 


; A neighborhood investigation conducted in the 
wicinity of the American Legion Hall, 3201 Nichols Avenue, 
Southeast, Washington, where the meeting of July 13, 1956, 
was held, failed to result in the development of information 
fdentifying the participants of the eross burnings. 


a 
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The Attorney General 


A copy of the enclosed report has been made 
svallable to Assistant United States Attorney Prederick G, 
Smithson, Washington, and he is being apprised of all 
developments in this case, Mr. Smithson stated that 
he is consulting with the Department concerning this 
case, In this connection, I would like to reiterate 
thet in wiew of the conflicting information we have 
obtained from persons interviewec, this matter should be 
presented to a Federal Grand Jory. 


This matter is receiving continuous preferred 
attention and you will be advised of all developments, 


ring} fille 
eet ‘debe, William P, Rogers — (andre) 


Deputy Attorney General 


cet lwkssistent Attorney General c2nb9 pee) 
Warren Olney IIT . 
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Office Memorandum « onirep svares GOVERNMENT 
TO : Mr. fen a DATE: me 16, 1956 


“ROM : Mr. Price ahi 
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a?) DB ~ Harbo 
SUBJECT:. RONALD EUG corey JOHN DAVID LEE, ey 
FRED PLANT ; CHIEF JUSTICE EARL, VARREN = VICTIM; 


SENATOR AERBERE RAMAN - VICTIM; ASSOCIATE JUSTICE Tani 
FELIXS#RANKFURTER = VICTIM; SOLICITOR. GENERAL % 
Hi 


bikelcowd - 
SIMON/SOBELOFF = VICTIM; MRS. DOUGLAS“KING (NAACP LEADER,’ !&- yer 


n 
7y oy fx, Gand E: 
6 129 é ice 


During late evening of 7/13/56, and early nooning of 
7/14/56, five crosses burned in vicinity’ of residences of victims. / / 
Two burned on premises of Sheraton-Park Hotel where Chief Justice\ |. . 
Warren and Senator Lehman reside, although not then in Washington; * ¢ 
third burned at Brandywine Apartments, residence of victim Sobelof so / 
fourth burned at residence of victim Frankfurter; and, fifth burned //-/ 
at residence of victim King, Beltsville, Maryland, who is president | 
of Prince Georges County branch, National Association for Advancemen nt, y, 
of Colored People (NAACP). Two small signs found in vicinity of crogsés 
at SheFatonePark Hotel, one having printed in white paint the werds 
"EARLE WARREN NIGGER LOVER"; the other sign reading "HERBERT LEHMAN 
JEW." Sign was found in vicinity of victim Sobeloff's home bearing 
inscription ",.0N SOBELOFF JEW," also in white paint. 


BELTSVILLE, MARYLAND) = VICTIM; 
ASSAULTING "A FEDERAL OFFICER 


Bureau instituted investigation morning of 7/14/56 
greunds of possible intimidation of U. S. Government officia s. 
WFO*advised of results of investigation in report 7/15/56. Doorman 
at Sheraton=Park Hotel observed two individuals in two cars about 
12:30 aem., 7/14/56, light crosses on hotel premises, He obtained 
license number of one car and this was given to police. Metropolitan 
Police Department (MPD) determined subject Rowley had used this auto. 
Interviews with Rowley's family by Agents reflected he has been member 
of Washington White Citizens Council and had told his mother mornin 
of 7/14/56, that he had burned some crosses in Washington. CO 
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen Bur 
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Subsequent investigation resulted in location of Fred Plant 
Hockett at his residence, 1115 Maryland Avenue, Northeast. Hockett 
in interviews 7/14,15/56, denied being involved in case or knowing 
identities of other subjects. He expressed displeasure of action of 
Supreme Court relative to segration and expressed anti-Semitic and 
antiaNegro feelings. On first interview he smelled of alcohol and 
became bellicose. and belligerent, ordering Agent and MPD officer to 
-qleave premises. 


Subject Lee determined to be John David Lee and was inter~ 
viewed 7/14/56, by Agents. Lee admitted burning crosses at Sheraton= 
Park Hotel with two others whom he refused to identify. Lee admitted 
membership in White Citizens Council of Washington and unsuccessful 
attempts to establish council in Alexandria. 


WFO advised both Rowley and Lee have no known criminal 
records although Rowley has traffic record. WFO advised Hockett has 
record reflecting numerous arrests from 1928 to 1949, including 
number of assault and disorderly charges, His FBI record likewise 
shows arrests for drunk, investigation, non-support and housebreaking 
with several convictions. 


PROSECUTIVE ACTION: 


On 7/14/56, MPD charged Rowley with two violations of 
District of Columbia Code for kindling a bonfire. Rowley posted 
total of $20 collateral and was released by MPD. On 7/15/56 
Deputy Chief of Police Scott advised that he, not having jurisdiction 
over Lee who lives in Virginia, invited Lee to come to MPD that date 
for interview by Scott and an Agent. Lee declined and made appointment 
for 7/16/56. MPD advised could not arrest Hockett without warrant 
7/15/56 and Scott advised he preferred to bring him in for interview 
7/16/56, and plans to file similar charges on Lee and Hockett on 
that date. 


auolved | ae ee 
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 


‘During filing of charges by MPD against Rowley, facts 
of case presented to Assistant U. S. Attorney (AUSA) Frederick Ge 
Smithson, who approved Rowley's release on basis of collateral 
furnished and deferred opinion as to prosecution of subjects until 
omplete investigation conducted, AUSA advised he would consider 
all possible violations including assaulting and intimidation of 
Federal officers and obstruction of justice. 


INVESTIGATION OF OTHER CROSS BURNINGS : 


Investigation consisting of interviews in neighborhood 
‘and location of witnesses conducted by WFO concerning crosses. burned 
at. residences of victim Sobeloff and Frankfurter did not result in 
location of witnesses observing persons responsible. Victim King 
advised Agents that she first heard activity in front of home about 
ll: po Pols y 7/13/56, and noted cross burning about 12:15 a.m, 
7/14/56. She called police and fire departments who responded and 
extinguished burning cross. No suspects developed or witnesses 

_ located as results of interviews with neighbors. 


LABORATORY FINDINGS: 


All crosses and signs examined by FBI Laboratory 9/15/56. 
Laboratory determined that four cross arm pieces of crosses burned in 
District were cut from one board. The four-upright parts of crosses 
burned in District and cross arm part of cross burned in Maryland were 
cut from one board. Crosses were wrapped with cotton batting and 
cheesecloth which was stapled to wood and had been saturated with an 
inflammable liquid which had smell of kerosene on light fuel oil. 

The three signs were prepared from 1/8" masonite boards and white 
enamel paint used for printing. 


RECOMMENDATIONS : 


le. For your approval there is attached memorandum to Attorney 
General summarizing results of investigation and enclosing copy of 
investigative report prepared by WFO. A copy of this memorandum is 
designated to Deputy Attorney General Rogers who is also receiving 
copy of investigative report. It is pointed out in this memorandun 
that U. S. Attorney will render opinion as to possible prosecution 

le subjects and after his opinion is obtained Attorney General will be 

advised. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 


2. The Washington Field Office has been instructed that this 
matter must be followed closely with the U. S. Attorney's Office in 
the District of Columbia and the Bureau advised of his opinion as 
soon as he renders same. WFO also instructed to follow the action 
of the Metropolitan Police Department with regard to subjects Lee 
and Hockett and advise Bureau. __ 
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TO +: Ur. A. #. Belmon pate: July 14, 1956 
By . cc - Belmont Tolson —_— 
FROM: Mr. Re S. Garner h dd r4 Boardman Uete aeeae 
sb cc ateaisn neon te Bec PLETPDI TAB 10 YE Ca RGAE ~ if ‘Rosen eae 
Garner sri a 
SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS Price Parsons Jd 
‘ROSS BURNINGS, WASHINGTON, D. C. MeGuire Rosen _¥& 
7/14/56 eed 
Winterrowd, i 


According to a station WRC news broadcast at 7:00 aeme, Tele: Room 
7/14/56, blazing wooden crosses were found to have been burned — Gendy 
in. front of the residences of desegregation leaders in this area 
about 1:00 aem, 2/14/56 « Two crosses were found in front of the 
Sheridan Park Hotel where Chief Justice Warren and Senator Lehman 
live, while crosses were ep CCEeh eT in front of the residences of the 


following individuals: 


Sol igitoraGeneral Sobelosf Re Pa 
Justice Frankfurter pone 

Hrs. pupae King of Beltsville, Maryland, who is 

an NAACP leader. 


; The broadcast said that according to police, a witness at the 
pee Park Hotel had observed two men driving away in a@ car with 
ft irginia license plates just after the crosses had been set fire. At 
8:05 aeme, 7/14/56 SA Delavingne of the WFO called to report that WFO 
Agents had learned from the Metropolitan Police that William Coates, 
oorman at the Sheridan Fark Hotel, had observed two white boys on the 
ilaun at the time the crosses had begun to burn. They then got into a 
car and drove away. Apparently Coates secured the Virginia license 
“iplate number of the car. Ariington County Police checked the residence 
ce the registered ouner and reportedly found that the car had been used 


x 
Mr. Boardman was apprised of the foregoing facts. Shortly A 
thereafter Mr. Boardman called to advise that he had just talked with 
the Director concerning this matter, at which time the Director instructed 
that the Bureau work with the police on this investigation on the grounds 
there was possible intimidation of Uw. S. Government officials. Mr. Boardman} 
stated that he would personally instruct SAC Laughlin of WFO to enter 
into the investigation. Mr. Hennrich, Mr. Sizoo and Mr. McGuire were 
all notified of the foregoing facts. sy 
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FELIX. FRANKFURTER, SENATOR HERBERT H. LEHMAN, 
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RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY; UNKNOWN SUBJECTS (2) 
CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN, ASSOCIATE JUSTICE 


Fos Wat dy er 


SOLICITOR GENERAL SIMON E. SOBELOFF, Mrs. 
DOUGLAS KING - VICTIMS 
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICER 


RE tel call SAC LAUGHLIN, WFO, to ASAC LALLY this dates 


The following he was conducted by SAS FRANCIS X, JAHN, and GENE S. 
WEIMER on 7/11/56, 


Mrse DOUGLAS KING, 502 Odell Road, Beltsville, Mde, was interviewed. She is 
President of Prince Georges County Branch, National Association for the Advance~ 
ment of Colored People (NAACP)e She resides in two story frame house in sparsee 
ly settled neighborhood, At 11:50 PM, 7/13/56, she was in upséaire bedroom sewinge 
She heard automobile drive past her home and stope She tumed out her light and 
looked out, A car was stopped near the edge of her property. She sheard a car 
door slam but could net see how many persons were in or out of the car, nor whether 
they were white-or colered. In a minute or two the car moved one She put the 
light back on and. premared for bed. As she ky in bed she heard k ughter but did 
not lock cute The laughter sounded like that of teen-agers or paungsters. She 
could not tell if. it were boys or girls, The car she had seen was light celored 
but she could not say if blue, gray, or green, etc. She believed it was a late 
model car, possibly. a Se ban or Ford, Because or the ‘hedge in front of hér 

lawn she could Ree“enly the top portion of the car, 


About 12215 aM ‘th/% her husband who was lying in bed said, "What's that 

light 2", They both leoked out to see a cross burning in front ef their prope 

erty, The cross stood at the West corner of the hedge on the public road side, 

the road being a country dirt read with no sidewalk, The cress was at ithe roe 
where she had ‘previously seen the car stop before moving on. 


Mrse ‘eer’ then asked’ ‘be phone operator ito call the police and the fire depart- 


ment. A Prince Georges County Police cruiser and a Beltsville Fire ie respond-« 


ed, the latter extinguishing the pusnige re cake sree ee 
fede ED -19 
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The cross referred to is of 2" X Zig dy fhe long section bs about 8 feet and 
the cross section  feete They are fasteded. together with a carriage bolt with 
wing nute At the bottem is a 12" length 9¢:31/h" steel rod by means of which the 
cross cewld be plunged inte the ground and’Me made to stand erecty The wood had 
been wrapped with what appears te be raw cotten and cheese cloth, the sane being 
stappled te the woed with metal staplese a 


arthur King, son, said the burning cress smelled like kererene e He and pouaEas: 
KING, his father, were ymable ito supply any further pertinent information. .. hey 
advised some fifteen or twenty neighbors were attracted to the scene by the ar- 
rival of ithe fire engine, but none indicated they had theard anything er seen any~ 
thing prier to the Ineise of the engine, 


A near neighbor, Mrse MARY BREWER, 11501 ola Bal timore Pike, local Chairman of the 
NAACP Membership Cemmittee, said she Thad heard nothing and lhad talked’to 
neighbors and acquaintances in the area who kmew ne mre than shee 

Fre pice be. xéee Coun Ty 
Officer WILLIAM J. MULLIKIN, PGC PD, who responded te KING'S cal] said he talked 
with: spactaters at the scene, all of Iuhom Were negroes, but nene had seen the 
cross piaced: and jhe developed no ‘Puspectse ea. 

. ex 

Mrse KING in answer to questioning re possible suspects mentioned gre had received 
several. threatening letters, She believed these were from a negro, “named ‘TURNER 
whe lives in Deanwood, (Prince Geerges County)» TURNER has been aggitated-weeanee 
because a stheol is being built by the county in an area totally pefmlated:by. 
negroesy and which schoo] will undymbtedly be used only by negro childreb whe 
live near its It ig TURNER'S contention that this condition servei'te defeat 
integration because the schoo] is not placed where there will be white child- 
ren to attend it. Mrs. KING advised TURNER'S views are not supper by the 
other negre citizens of his cemmmity who are overwhelmingly in faver of ite 


The TURNER referred te is EMORY A. TURNER, 1317 50th Street. He is the lsubject of 
an extortion case, ALFRED SCOTT ~ VICTIM, in which case County Police are proceed= 
ing with prosecution, 


Lte EARL HUBER, PGC PD, advised TURNER is currently on bond , charged with four 
counts of Assault with intent to Kill, and one count of Carrying Concealed Weapon, 
in connection with the ALFRED SCOTT threats. HUBER says the letters referred to 
by Mrse KING include ene addressed to the NAACP in Baltimore, forwarded on to her, 
and another she received directly, According to HUBER, FBI Lab has positively 
identified the handwriting on the Baltimore letter as being. that of TURNER, and 
says there are significant similarities with the one KING received direct. Neither — 
HUBER nor MRS. KING believe TURNER has any connection with the cross burning. 


The KINGS advised no noted, letters, placards, er other items were left with the 
burning crosSe Crime scene search was negatives Remains of: cross will be brought 
to Lab personally by SA FRANCIS X. JAHN. Neighborhpod. invests ation, which will 
include likely filling stations, tavems, and snack’ stiops, Wi & group of teen- 
agezss might have visited around midnight prior to or rudd oving the incident is 
under ways 
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IRECTOR, FBI AND SAC WASHINGTON ae ieee 
RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, JOHN DAVID LEE, UNSUB PAREN ONE END mune 
CHIEF JUSTICE EARMWARREN, ET Aly VICTIMS, ASSAULTING A dae 7 
OFFICER. RE PHONE CALL FROM WFO TO RICHMOND SEVEN FOURTEENY/ LH y, 
FIFTYSIX. THIS CONFIRMS INFORMATION TELEPHONICALLY FURNISHED Bt 
SA WOODROW P. LIPSCOMB, ALEXANDRIA, VAsy RESIDENT AGENCY, TO SA 
CLEMENT MC GOWAN AT BUREAU, AND SA KENNETH DELAVAIGNE, WFO ON® 
SEVEN FOURTEEN FIFTYSIX. ALLAN LORING ROWLEY, SIX ZERO FIVE Nie. 
JEFFERSON STe, ARLINGTON, VAs, BROTHER OF SUBJECT ROWLEY, STATED 
HE LOANED HIS NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE FORD, COLOR YELLOW AND BLACK, TO 
ROWLEY EVENING OF THIRTEENTH INSTANT. SUBJECT ROWLEY DID NOT STATE 
INTENDED USE OF CAR. ALLAN ROWLEY AVERRED HE SAW HIS CAR IN FRONT 
OF RESIDENCE ABOVE ADDRESS AT TWO As Mey FOURTEENTH INSTANT, BUT 
SUBJECT ROWLEY NOT AT HOME AT THIS TIME. ALLAN HAS NO® KNOWLEDGE OF 
BROTHER=S ACTIVITIES NIGHT OF THIRTEENTH INSTANT. NEVA GILMORE e 
ROWLEY, MOTHER OF SUBJECT ROWLEY, STATED RONALD LEFT HOME EIGHT Ps Me, 


THIRTEENTH INSTANT, DRIVING ALIRENDR OED "79 SHE os pies = 81 G—" x 
17 816 


TWO-THIRTY A. Me, FOURTEENTH INSTANT, IN BENALE°or SEtROPOLTTAN PD, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. SHE HEARD RONALD RETURN HOME BF TWEEN TWOSTHI RTY 
AND THREE As Me, FOURTEENTH INSTANT. RONALD ROWLEY TOLD HIS MOTHER 
fOnZa SMI, COOLIGSBURTEEN INSTANT, QUOTE WE JUST BURNED SOME CROSSES 


PD MADE INQUIRY RE DRIVER OF ALLANSS 5 aia AT 


ono PAGE OH ee 
TWO GQPIES UFO, 


PAGE TWOssees 

OVER IN TOWN, END QUOTE. WE TOLD WER HE BROUGHT YELLOW AND BLACK 
FORD HOME AND THEN USED BLUE NINETEEN FIFTYSIX FORD FAIRLANE, 
PROPERTY OF BROTHER LAURENCE DUANE ROWLFY, QUOTE TO TAKE A FELLOW 
HOME, END QUOTE. HE DID NOT IDENTIFY TO MOTHER ANY PERSONS HE WAS 
WITH ON NIGHT OF JULY THIRTEEN INSTANT, OR FURNISH INFORMATION RE 
HIS ACTIVITIES THAT NIGHT. MOTHER AND ALLAN STATE RONALD ROWLEY IS 
MEMBER OF WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL, WASHINGTON, De Coy WORKS AS IN- 
STALLER FOR AMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH CO., WASHINGTON, De Coy AN © 
HAS GIRL FRIEND, GERDA DOERR, WHO WORKS FOR GOVERNMENT EMPLoyEES °/© 


INSURANCE CO., WASHINGTON, De Ce, AND WHO RESIDES THREE FOUR TWO ae 
NEWTON ST., NEAR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA LINE, MT. RANIER, MD. LAURENCE 
ROWLEY, FATHER OF RONALD, INTERVIEWED AND NOTHING ADDITIONAL DEVELOPED. 
CONSENT SEARCH MADE OF ROWLEY RESIDENCE, AND SAMPLE OF WHITE PAINT, 

TWO STAPLES, COTTON WASTE, AND ELECTRICIAN-S TAPE OBTAINED FOR FOR- 
WARDING TO LABORATORY. RONALD AND ALLAN ROWLEY HAVE TRAFFIC ARREST 
RECORDS AT PD, ARLINGTON, VAe PD RECORDS, ARLINGTON, REFLECT SCOUT 
CAR DISPATCHED TO ROWLEY RESIDENCE, ONE FORTY-FOUR Ae Me AND TWO- 
TWELVE Aw Me TO OBTAIN INFORMATION RE USER OF NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE 

FORD BEARING VA. TAGS THREE ZERO SIX DASH FIVE TWO NINE DURING NIGHT 
OF SEVEN THIRTEEN INSTANT. THIS INFORMATION WAS FOR METROPOLITAN PD, 


wasHINeTON, De ce [d 


END PAGE TWOseece 
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b6 
[—————dsonn pavin LEE, Four TWO FIGHT N. PEYTON ST., 


b7c 
ALEXANDRIA, VAey AS ONE OF PARTICIPANTS IN BURNING OF CROSSES AT 


7D 
SHERATON PARK HOTEL. LEE ADMITTED TO AGENTS BEING PRESENT AT ° 
SHERATON PARK HOTEL WHEN TWO CROSSES WERE BURNED NIGHT OF SEVEN 
THIRTEEN INSTANT, AND STATES TWO OTHER PERSONS WERE PRESENT, WHOM 
HE DECLINED TO IDENTIFY. LEE STATES HE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE WHERE 
CROSSES BUILT, WHERE OBTAINED, BY WHOM OBTAINED, OR HOW THEY WERE 
CARRIED TO HOTEL. HE DENIES HANDLING OR IGNITING CROSSES, HE 
AVERRED HE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE RE BURNING OF OTHER CROSSES IN WDC, OR 
MDe LEE STATES CROSSES WERE BURNED TO SIGNIFY PROTEST OF SUPREME 
COURT DECISION CONCERNING INTEGRATION. LEE ADMITS HE IS ASSOCIATED 
WITH WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL, AND HAS ENDEAVORED TO ESTABLISH SAME 
IN- ALEXANDRIA, VAe, WITHOUT SUCCESS. LEE DECLINED TO FURNISH, . . 
ve © Polortge Elec Tie Moncese Goreng 
SIGNED STATEMENT, HE IS EMPLOYED AS A LINESMAN WITH PEPCOy, WDC. 
FINGER AND PALM PRINTS OBTAINED FROM LEE.» WFO INTERVIEW GERDA 
DOERR AND ROWLEY=<S CO-WORKERS, AMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH CO. FOR 
INFORMATION RE ROWLEY-S ACTIVITIES. 
GRA PP 
BA ADVISED BY MAIL 
CORR PLS PAGE ONE LINE SIX LAST WORD SHE. BE "ONZXX "ON* 
LINE SEVEN LAST WORD SHD BE *NORTH*® 
END AND ACK PLS 
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ROWLEY interviewed todey. Denied there was any discussion 
of burning crosses at meetings of White Citizens Councils which he 
attended. Stated he attended meeting 7/13/56 at American Legion 
Hall, 3201 Nichols Ave., SE, after which HOCKETT asked him if he 
would like to burn some crosses. Interview continuing 7/17/56. 
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they 
would not issue warrant for arrest of Lee or Hockett 
unless disinterested witness could be furnished to 
identify either. Police plan to interview Lee concerning 
the cross burning activity and if Lee denies guilt, 
Washington Field contemplates discussing possibility 
of using Lee's admission to Bureau Agents concerning 
his involvement in the cross burnings. Lee had admitted 
participation in the cross burnings at the Sheraton-Park 
Hotel but had declined to identify his associates. 


Investigative Division concurs with SAC, Washington 
Field, and recommends advising Corporation Counsel, 
with consent of U.S. Attorney, of Lee's admission to 
Bureau Agents if Lee does not make admission to 
police. 
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Sgt. J. ¥. CHENNAGLT, Washington PD, advised SAA LESLIE B. CHISHOLM 
on. 7/16/56 that Asst. Corporation Counsels of D. Cs. JOHN R. HATFIELD © 
and CLARK KING (Asst. in Charge), Municipal Court, advised CHENNADLT 
they would not issue a warrant for the arrest of LEE or HOGKETT ox. 
or anyoné else involved under Section 11]3, T. 22, DCC, unless a Be, 
disinterestedeye witness cowld be furnished who could identify the: oe 
subject, “HATFIELD and KING pointed out to CHENNAULT that it would, 
be necessary to haye such evidence te avoid & possible false arrest 
suit at a later date. CHENNAULT advised PD is: considering pos- 
sibility of arresting H@CKETT for operating his car with "dead Florida 
tags" in B C. This might offer them the opportunity: to arrest 
HOCKETT in D. C. and question him concerning his cross burning activity. 
Investigation is being made by PP to establigh length of time HOCKETT | 
has resided in D. C. and: it is not believed such an arrest can be made 
- until TT136. a fs . 
Deputy Chief E. EP SCOTT, Washington PD, hopes to have. LEE at® ‘PD 7/16/56 
and if. so, will interyiew him concerning his cross burning’ activitye | 
If this failsy.’ wil} diseuss possibility of local charge by Corporation 
Counsel*s Offige with USATs office and if agreed, will advise Corperation 
Counsel's Offige tégarding LEE*S admission to Burean Agents: concerfring 
his involvement, BACB. whe 
At 3 P.M, today conference was held with AUSA FREDERICK Go SITHSON 
during which time facts and circumstances this matter disgyssed, . : 
particularly with relation Go: possible violation Sections=1503 and 111, \ 
T. 18, USC.”' At conclusion of conference, SMITHSON stated he was not in 
[position t§-give prosecutive opinion today since he had had insufficient 
time..in whic Foramiate an opinion. Arrangements made to confer with ~ 
SMITHSON again 7/56 at which time he hopes to be able to, furnish his 


opinion prose “4 merits of case. 
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AUSA SMITHSON was contacted this morning for purpose of securing 
prosecutive opinion. He advised he has further considered the 

jfacts and conferred with USA GASCH but as of this time, his deliberations 
are not complete and. he is not now ready to furnish his opinion. He did 
| state he feels the facts in this matter raise a question in his mind 

as to the prosecutive .merits of the case. Mr. SMITHSON was furnished a 
resume of the additional information obtained from subject ROWLEY and an 
interview has. been scheduled with him for 1:30 P.M. this date in. bOrder 

to infgrm him fully in this regard, 
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FLOYD FLEMING, 905 Quincy.St., NE, interviewed 7/17/56. 
FLEMING denies membership WCC. Admits, at invitation of EDGAR 
JOHNSTON, attendance at WCC meeting 7/1e/56. FLEMING accompanied (0 
to meeting by a Mr. STONE, who is employed as painter at Naval 
Air Station, and C. T. TINCUER, an architect in Washington. At 
invitation of FLEMING a Mr. LONG and wife also attended. LONG 
described as carpenter employed at Naval Air Station. FLEMING 
denies cross burning discussed at meeting where JOHNSTON presided. 
TINCHER departed meeting early. FLEMING and STCNE departed 
approximately 10:00 p.m., leaving STONE near his residence and 
FLEMING proceeded to 2 taverns and then home about 2:00 am. 
Identifies taverns as Family Tavern at 12th:anmdeKeituey. Sts, NE, 
and an unnamed tavern on 7th Street in Brookland. His companion 
was aman by the name of MIKE who he believes would be known to the 
management of the Family Tavern. 


FLEMING denies kmowledge of or participation in cross 
burning. Denies knowledge of participants. 


Efforts to locate JOHN KASPER this evening were unsuccessful. 
His residence could not be established, he was not at his place of 
business, his alleged partner, Mrs. NORA DEVHRAU, at the place of 
business stated he was using her car; that he was out making con- 
tacts but he had no fixed residence address. She stated she would 
cooperate in having him contact WFO when she became aware of his 
whereabouts. Efforts to contact will continue tomorrow a.m. 


EDGAR FRANKLIN JORLSTON, Chairman, Southeast WCC advised 
all he knows concerning burning of crosses is what he has resd in 
newspapers. Denies any knowledge of incident and states to best 
of his knowledge burning of crosses not sponsored by WCC. States 
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DIRECTOR 7/17/56 

Re: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, et al; Chief Justice EARL WARREN, et al - 
VICTIMS 
AFO 


between 10:00 pem. 7/13/56 and 1:00 p.m. 7/14/56, he was discussing 
council business with members. JOHNSTON declined to furnish names 
of any individuals attending council meeting 7/13/56. States he is 
prohibited by action of the Bard of Directors and Bylaws from 


furnishing names pf. y members. States he will consult council 
and isAten Faitsen Choe of furnishing additional info later. 
JOHESTON will be reeontacted 7/18/56. 


Intensive efforts will be made to conclude this 
investigation at earliest possible date. 
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Re Bureau instructions semsocate be ‘specifically 
asked whether there was any discussion regarding the 
burning of crosses at any of the meetings oi the White 
Citizens’ Council (WCC). As Bureau was advised by Richmond 
teletype 7/16/56, subject LEE was contacted and declined 
to be interviewed, answer any questions, or to cooperate 
further with Agents. 


Concerning interview with HOCKETT, in view of 
attitude exhibited by this individual, it was felt desirabie 
to await results of efforts of WPD to arrest this individual 
in the hope that he could be then jointly interviewed by 
WPD and WFO Agents. WPD was unable to perfect arrangements 
for arrest during 7/15/58. 


During A. M. today, WPD advises they tentatively 
pianned to secure local warrant for HOCKETT at about 2:60 o.m. 
today in connection with operating motor vehicle bearing 
dead Florida tags. If this plan is consumated, WFO will 
participate in interview with HOCKETT following his arrest 
by WPD, and at such time will endeavor to obtain answer to 
AG's question, as well as endeavor to secure any other 
information of pertinence which HOCKETT might be willing 
to offer. 


During the afternoon of 7/15/53, ROWLEY was 
located at place of employment by Bureau Agents and 
consented to interview. As the Bureau was advised, he 
advised there was no discussion at any WCC meeting attended 
by him concerning cross burnings. During this interview, 
ROWLEY advised he attended meeting of WCC at American 
Legion Hall, 3201 Nichols Avenue, S. E., on 7/65/55 and 
7/13/58. Stated 7/13/55 meeting attended by total of 
approximately 20 persons, including himself, HOCKETT, 
and LEE. ROWLEY stated there was also poresent JOHN 
KASPER, Organizer, WCC, and EDGAR F. JOHNSTON of yoc. 4 
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PAGE TWO 


Etates that meeting bezan 3:60 or 9:U0 p.m. and lasted 

for approximately ninety minutes. Advises after meeting 
eroke up, HOCKETT approached him and inquired whether he 
wanted to participate in cross burnings. He stated he 
azreed. LEE was also present and left the hall with 
ROWLEY. HOCKETT, according to ROWLEY, went in his own 
car. ROWLEY refuses to state what occurred from this 
point until he again joined HOCKETT at the Sheraton 

Park Hotel at approximately midnight, except to state 

that LEE was with him in RCWLEY's brother's car. When 
asked to explain the circumstances under which LEE 
accompanied ROWLEY, ROWLEY stated "I guess he must have 
been assigned that way."' He stated that it appeared that 
LEE had prior knowledge of the plans and LEE told him that 
this was the first time he had participated in this sort of 
thing. ROWLEY stated that he did not see HOCKETT approach 
any other groups standing in the American Lezion Hall 
folloiwng the meeting. ROWLEY stated that he and LEE 
returned to the vicinity of the American Letion Hall at 
approximately two in the morning, 7/14/53, and that 

others were supposed to rendezvous there, but he did not 
see anyone. He was unwilling,.to state the purpose of the 
rendezvous. or unable 


ROWLEY terminated the interview at this ooint 
indicating his desire to think it over, especially in 
view of the fact he was asked to name individuals who were 
in attendance at the meeting P. M. on 7/13/53. Arransements 
made to cantinue interview with RCWLEY at 11:45 a.m. today, 
and Bureau will be advised. 


Attention of Bureau is directed to the 
statement of ROWLEY concerning LEE, "I guess he must have 
peen assigned that way," and to the possible rendezvous 
at the American Legion Hall following burnings. 


Attention of Bureau also beer to time element 
involved in four burninzs concern in this investization. 
It is felt by WFO that because of time element involved, 
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it is entirely possible that more than one group of 
individuals participated therein. This view is supported 
by the fact that LEE and ROWLEY have admitted their 
involvement in the Sheraton Park burnings, and there 
appears no reason why they would not admit participation 
in other occurrences if they had in fact participated. 
This strongly raises question concerning advisability 
of investigative efforts to identify other individuals 
attending the YCC meeting on 7/13/53. This also raises 
the point that herein we may have involved organization .. 
as distinguished ey individual activity. 
trom 

Reference is made te WFO request to Assistant 
Director ROSEN on the morning of 7/15/53, for Bureau 
autnority to interview officials of WCC and in 
particular JOHN KASPER, Crganizer, FLOYD FLEMING, Chairnan, 
and NORA DEVERAU, Secretary~Treasurer. It was pointed 
cut that SAC letter 55-35 prohibited such interviews 
without Bureau authority.\_ 


a 
For the information of the Bureau, WPD today 
advised they are considering bringinz FLOYD FLEMING of 
WCC te police headquarters for purpose of interview, 
particularly in order to identify other individuals 
who may have been involved in instant burnings. 


Bureau is requested to instruct whether 
WFO should participate with WPD if planned interview 
by WPD with FLEMING takes 5lace. Bureau is also requested 
to advise whether WFO should conduct interviews with 
other WCC personnel, including KASPER and DEVERAU. 


In view of the information contained herein, 
Pureau is requested to advise whether and to what extent 
this investigation should be extended beyond the undeveloped 
leads stated in the report of SA KENNETH T. DELAVIGNE, dated 


4/15/55, at Washington, D. C. LEE 
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RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, et al; Chief Justice EARL WARREN, et al, = 


VICTIMS, AFO 


At 1:30 p.m. today, while ROWLEY was being reinterviewed 


by other Agents, AUSA FREDERICK G. SMITHSON was again contacted 
At that time 


for the purpose of obtaining prosecutive opinion. 
Mr. SMITHSON was furnished orally, but in full detail, the addi- 
tional information obtained from ROWLEY on the occasion of the 


interview with him on 7/16/56. SMITHSON stated that he and USA 
GASCH have considered the entire details contained in the report 


of SA KENNETH T. DELAVIGNE dtd 7/15/56, submitted by WFO, and 
that in view of the supplementary information obtained during the 
7/16/56 reinterview of ROWLEY, he proposed to acquaint USA GASCH 


with these additional facts. He stated he did not believe this 


would cause a material change in his and Mr. GASCH's initial 
impression of the casey that there is a question as to its 
prosecutive merit. He stated at that time it was also his inten= 


tion, prior to furnishing his final opinion as to prosecution, 
to discuss the entire matter with the Office of the AG, Criminal 


Div. 


When the additional details were secured as the result 
ot the further reinterview with ROLY, 7/11/56, SMITHSON was 
again contacted on 7/17/56 at which time he was given full info as 
furnished by ROWLEY involving other individuals wh 


in the cross burnings. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM: SAC, WFO (89-42) 
RONALD pian: ROWLEY, ET AL; 


CHIEF JUSTICE EARL-WARREN, ET AL - VICTIMS n 
AFO —_—. (ov 


(. 
Re rpt. SA KENNETH T.DELAVIGNE 7/15/56, WFO. 


et. Sgt. J. Y. CHENNAULT, MPD, advised SA LESLIE B. 
CHISHOLM Wig /se° that T. PERRY LIPR{TT, *Marshal, U.S. Supreme 
Court, had advised him Justice FELIX FRANKFURTER had told him the 
morning of 7/16/56, that the janitor at 3016 Dumbarton Ave., N.W., 
had obtained the License No. of the car, the occupants of which 
had burned the cross in front of FRANKFURTER's home. Sgt. CHENNAULT 
and SA CHISHOLM interviewed the janitor,JAMES D. DAWSON, on 7/16/56. 
DAWSON advised he was asleep at time cross burned but discussed 
matter with FRANKFURTER's maid (name unknown) the next day. Stated 
he told her he had heard on radio that someone got tag numbers 
of car at hotel but was apparently misunderstood by maid. DAWSON: 
related maid aa only person in FRANKFURTER household he has talked 
with. States did not see car and knows of no other party who aide 
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\ Ofies Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Mr. Tolson “e” July 17, 1956 


4 ahigttet , 
L: . G / i olson ZA 
yen : L. B. Nichols, : yo 
Ss Ee eA 
- / hes fa / A Mohr 
\e: j Hohl 


suBsEcT: RONALD E. ROWLEY 


ae Last Sunday while I was down in the country, Mrs. Walter7/ {iors 

“AJohnsoti ¢ called me. She is the wife of the late Walter Johnson who was aii 

‘Commonwealth Attorney for many years of Northunberland County and Zu 

with whom I had a very friendly relationship. Walter Johnson was the first \ 

Republican commonwealth attorney elected in the State of Virginia, was at onl 

time chairman of the State Republican Committee, was the Republican candidate 

for governor five or six years ago. He, at one time, was in FCC and was ousted 

by James Lawrence Fly when he couldn't tolerate Fly'.s me activities. 

h 


\ 


Johnson died suddenly and was buried a week ago Tuesday. d wanted to 
_ go to the funeral but couldn't get away. aie a 7 Cp ep PEP pe" 
5 Mrs. Johnson was very faaeh upset as she had heard on the 
r television of the arrest of Ronald E. Rowley who, she said, was her nephew. 
She stated that he was a student at the University of Virginia, came from a very 
good family, and she could not understand how the boy could have become involved 
j in such activities. Since the FBI was mentioned on the television, she had called 
‘me to see if I could find out what it was all about. I told her that I was coming 
back to Washington, Sunday evening, and would check upon my return. 


About a half-hour later, she called back and stated that she had 
just talked to her sister and that Rowley had paid a fine and the matter was not 
quite as bad as she originally thought. 


Today a womge presumed to be Rowley's mother called my office. 
She called on the telephon} “three times but did not give her name. I was in and 
out of the office attendir the U. S. Attorneys' Conference. I told the girls that \ 
I simply could not seefier and arranged for DeLoach to see her if this was fs 


satisfactory. C Key hae 4 * 


G 
She eft the’ attached unsigned letter, with the clippings, in my office 
late on the afternoon df July 17, merely pointing out that family is much 
concerned for Ronnie nd that the family hopes that nggbin a de 


future education at the University of Vir inia, She th 
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Memorandum to Mr. Tolson a July 17, 1956 


Johnson was well known to Leonard Hall, Mr. Wise (he is the retired general 
-Jmanager of the Richmond News-Leader, who atso lives in the Northern Neck 

of Virginia - in fact, across the cove from us), Mr. Brownell and other members 
of the Republican Party, she hoped the affair could be settled quietly as far as 
Ronnie is concerned. 


It seems to me that, if Rowley was not cooperative and if he is 
believed to have information, I can very well get in touch with Mrs. Johnson 
and advise her as a friend that the thing to do would be to have Rowley tell the 
full facts. Certainly this could not do him any harm. 
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July 17, 1956 
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Mr. Louis B, Nichols: 
Attached clippings are for your information. A 
letter of apology was also sent to Mr. Brownell by mail direct. 
The family are eiaccimed very much for Ronnie in 
this matter and it is hoped sincerely that nothing will jeopardize 
or interfere with his future education at the University of Virginia, . 
He is a nephew of Walter and Marguerite R, Johnson 
and was down at her nee this Past. week-end, on Sunday. The writer 
was also present, since Walter Johnson was well known to Lenoard 
Hall, Mr. Wise, Mr. Brownell and many other members of the Republican 
Party, it is hoped that this whole unfortunate affair may be settled 


quietly, as far as Ronnie is concerned, 


Thank you for your attention. 
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jlast night that he said was an 


}an open apology to the Presi- 
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Rev. Leslie Glenn Weds: “ 


Former St. John’s Rector. 


The Rev. Dr. C. Leslie Glenn 
former rector of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Lafayette 
and Neville Johnson 
Barry of 16 Kalorama Circle 
nw., were married Sunday in 
St. Stephen’ s Episcopal Church, 
Sewickley, Pa. 

The marriage was performed 
by the Right Rev. Austin Par- 
due, Episcopal Bishop of Pitts- 
burgh. A reception followed 
at the home of Charles Oliver, 


“ja cousin of Mrs. Glenn’s. 


The couple left for Ann 
Arbor, Mich., where they will 
make: ‘their home at 2409° Vine- 
wood blvd. On Aug. 6, they 
will go to Europe. 

Dr. Glenn, for 16 years rector 
of “the Church of the Presi- 
dents,” resigned in April to be- 
come. a senior member of the 
Mental Health Research Insti- 
tute of the University of Michi-, 
gan Medical ‘School.: His for- 
mer wife, Mrs. Jack W. Hardy, 
lives in Los Angeles. 

They have three children: 
Mcs.. William Rodiger- of Los 
Angeles, Margaret Glenn of 
New York, and.C. Leslie Glenn 
dr. a sophomore at Harvard. 

Mrs. Glenn is the widow of 
Col. David S. Barry, ‘USMC, 


Rowley Issues ‘Apology 


Ronald E. Rowley, who ad- 
mitted Setting fire to crosses 


Chief Justice Earl Warren and 


Frankfurter, issued a statement 


“open apology.” 
It read: “I wish to mite this 


dent and to all other Govern- 
ment officials concerned, to the 
effect that I regret any uneasi- 
ness that may have been caused 
or conveyed by the cross burn- 
me poedent on Friday, July 13, 


Asked to elaborate, Rowley 
said: “I was just trying to 
make people aware of some- 
thing they already know any- 


af 


THE REV. AND MRS. -GLENN 
... Married in Pennylsvania- 


who died in 1951. Her parents 
were the late Dr. and Mrs, 
Loren B. 'T. ‘Johnson. Her step-— 
mother, Mrs. T,oren Johnson,’: 
lives at 1901 23d st. nw. 


Her children. are Mrs. Pete: 
Gilsey’ of ‘Chevy..Chase, Nevill 
Barry of Los Angeles, Mrs. 
C,-Barnwall Straut of Princ 
ton, .N. J.,.and -David ‘S. Barr 
jJr, a student. cat St. Pau 
School, Concord, N. H. #45 

Mrs. Glenri “is a’ member o 
the Board of “Trustees -of th 
National Presbyterian Church, 
a director of the National Sym: 
phony Orchestra and a board: 
member of ‘Children’s Hosnita : 


» 


way... that the Suprem 
Court really was out of order.’ 

‘Warren and Frankfurter” 
joined in the unanimous high* 
court opinion in 1954 that de- . 
clared segregation in public © 
schools unconstitutional. 

Rowley, who lives at 605 No 
Jefferson -st. in Arlington, ‘was — 
arrested Saturday. He forfeited 
collateral of $10 each on two 
counts on kindling bonfires be- - 
tweef sunset and sunrise. 

Crosses also were burned in, 
front of the residences of Soz,2 : 
licitor General Simon Sobeloft 
and Mrs. Douglas King of Belts- 
ville, president of the Prince. 
Georges County chapter of the $ 
National Association for the ; 
Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple. 
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Around the World 


U.S. Charges Red 


Airmen 


MOSCOW, July 16 ~The 
United States tonight accused 
the Soviet Union of holding a 
number of American airmen. 
Some have been missing more 
than six years. 

A United States note to the 
Soviet Foreign : Ministry de- 
manded information about 
them and others. , ; 

It said the U. S. Government 
is informed and is compelled to 
believe the Soviet Union is de- 
taining military personnel from 
two United States planes. . 

They were a U.S. Navy Pri- 


*-vateer . lost over: the’ Baltic 


Ravareemend 


Red uce. with Dextrose 


and 


“Fabulous Formula Diet” 


The July issue of Ladies’ Home’ 
Journal publishes-a “Fabulous 


oe Formula Diet” tested by the 


Rockefeller Institute for Medi- 


_tal Research and used. at the 
‘Rockefeller Institute Hospital. 


The results obtained with this 
diet are truly amazing. One 
woman lost 65 pounds. Others 
got similar results. 


French Line 


REACH EUROPE 
RELAXED AND REFRESHED 
ON FRANCE-AFLOAT 


STILL TIME TO CATCH THE 


one tm o_ 


Missing | 


April 8, 1950, and a U. §..Air 
Force B-29 that wert down on 


the Sea of Japan or near Kam- 
chatka June 13, 1952. 


The note added that it may u 


well be that the Soviet govern- 
ment has in custody crewmen 
from other aircraft, specifically 
men who fought for the U. N. 
Command in Korea. 


: f 
The note said reports con-, 


cerning. prisoners came from| 
persons released from deten- 


tion in the Soviet Union and}{ 


have “now become so persistent 
and detailed and so credible 
that although the U. S. Govern- 


Advertizement 


If you .cannot get a copy of 


the Ladies’ Home Journal you): - 


can get the complete Fabulous 


Formula Diet and the products|t 
needed for this diet, Pure Dex-} 11 


trose (not a-mixture) 1 Jb. 89c. 
Pure Corn Oil 1 pt. 59c, Evapor- 
ated Milk, and a Moultiple- 
Vitamin Supplement to avoid 
vitamin deficiency (very im- 
portant) at the Vita Food Co., 


519, 1ith St. NW., RE. 7.1212, p 
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By CHARLES 


Va., 
committee chairman said yes- 
'terday. 

‘The stern warning on further 
‘delay in alleviating the conges- 
|tion at National airport came 
‘\from Senator Monroney, Demo- 
‘erat of Oklahoma, at the close 
of a day-long hearing. 

“It is a strange thing to me 
that this crash (the Grand Can- 
yon ~.two-plane tragedy which 
took 128 lives) didn’t happen at 
}National,” he said: 

The day’s hearing, which ran 
until well after 6 p.m., heard 
testimony from Commerce 
Undersecretary Rothschild that 
‘-|National “or any other air- 
port in the country, will never 
be operated beyond the limit of 
safe capacity.” 

Friendship Studied. 

Interim use 
Friendship International “Air- 
+ |port, as recommended by Com- 
merce Secretary Weeks, key- 
‘Istoned the opposition to the 
Burke proposal. 

Civil Aeronautics Administra- 
tor Charles J. Lowen, jr., told 
the Senators Friendship’s nor- 
mal traffic growth, plus surplus 
‘lWashington traffic would so 
overload the Baltimore, facility 
that by. 1965 both. “would be 
denied adequate air service.” 

The airlines and the Air Line 
Pilots oppose even interim use 
of Friendship. until a solution”is 


™ 


ae 
t-| Charging the “airline lobby” 
with plotting against the use of 
Friendship, Senator Butler, Re- 
publican of Maryland, and 
spearhead of the opposition to 
Burke, declared if the airlines 
“ever get to Friendship, they'll 
never: -leave’ there.” He said 
Burke wollld be the “greatest 
boondoggle of all times.” 
“National. airport was called 


Apologizes for 
Cross Burning 


Ronald &,! ‘Rowley, a4, ~ 605) 
North Jefferson street, Arlington, 
who forfeited $20 Saturday on 
two cross-burning courits, issued 
an open apology last night. 
Crosses were set afire Friday 
night near the Sheraton Park 
Hotel, Brandywine Apartments 
and at Beltsville, Md., home of 
the chairman of the Prince 
Georges County chapter of the 
National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People. 

Near the hotel cross were signs 
bearing the; names of “Chief 
Justice Warren and Senator 
Lehman, Democrat of New York, 
both Sheridan Park residents. 
The Brandywine is the residence 
of Simon E. Sobeloff, who as 
Solicitor: General, argued the 
Government’s case for school 
racial integration, 

Rowley’s letter, dated yester- 
day, read: 

“J wish to make this an open 
apology to the President and td 
all other Government officials 
concerned, to the effect that 1 
regret. any uneasiness that, may 
have been caused or conveyed 
by the cross burning incident on 
Friday, July 13, 1956. There was 
no intention on my part to cause 
any harm to anyone.’ 

, At the time of his arrest Sat, 
urday, police said the University 
of Virginia extension student 
told them he and. some friends 
were protesting the’ Supremé 
Court's anti-segregation deci- 
sion. ; 

“A woman’ at: Rowley’s home 
today said He was. not available 
for comment. She said he was 
not involved’ in the county cross- 
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ORR Vaasa ae 


+ Delay Is Hit 
aring Closes 


Action Seen: by End.of Week : 
On President’s Burke Plea 


of Baltimore’s, 


found for Washington’s problem. | 


YARBROUGH 


Warned that further delay will be “the most dangerdus 
gamble Congress ever took,” the Senate Appropriations Com-~ 
mittee had the Burke airport issie under advisement today. 

A decision on President Eisenhower’s request for $34.7 million: 
to build a second Washington airport in nearby Fairfax County, 

is expected this week, Senator Hayden, Democrat of Arizona, 


a boondoggle, too,” Senater Mon- 
roney replied, Sout it made’$891;= 
710 last year.” 4 i 


Supports Burke 


Henry Rolfs, Fairfax contrame 
tor and chairman of the Com- 
mittee for Burke Airport, told 
the committee that modern alr: 
port history indicates that Bur’ 
would be a “gold mine” éromt- 
the standpoint of industyy, 
payrolls and taxes... : 

He had two ‘opponents,. Eiest 
W. Reisner, chairman‘‘ of “a 
citizens group against Burke; 
and Joseph H. Freehill, chat: 
Iman of the Fairfax County Boatd 
of Supervisors. The board haa. 
voted against Burke six times, 

. Mr. Reisner” headed the graup 
iwhich gatheréd 3,000 .signers.to~ 
a@ petition ‘opposing Burke, but 
pro-Burke witnesses pointed out 
that “almost twice” that num 
ber voted in favor: of the airport 
ina mail poll of registered voters.’ 
taken by Representative Broy+ 
hill, Republican of Virginia. “* 

Mr. Broyhill appeared as 4 - 
witness; he admitted that . his 
mail poll showed over 50 per cent 
in favor of Burke, but said -he 
still opposes it: because he™ feels 
“it is not in the: best. interest- of 
the country.” 


County Growth Cited 


Mr. Freehill © cited Fairfax 
County’s growth—ftom 98,557 in 
1950 to an estimated 180,000 
how—and took the stand that 
an airport has no business “in 
such an expanding residential 
community. He said that Burke 
would be within five miles of 20 
schools either now “built Or 
planned. , 
Opposition rose from - sénato 
Holland,: Democrat of..-Flor 
arid. from € der; 
Democrat of Louisiana, largely. 
onthe. ‘grounds of its cost 
estimated $47 million. 
. Senator Holland asked further 
pursuit of “an -expedient” such 
as “removal of the Military, ‘A 
Transport Service from “"N 
tional; ‘eviction of the Air For 
from Andrews; removal of. Bo 
ing Air Force Base and thé An 
costia ‘Naval Air’ ‘Station. | 

Milton W. Arnold, vice press, 
{dent of the Air Transport Assd< 
ciation, offered ati answer. “You 
could take a bulldozer over there 
and level Anacostia and Bolling 
and jt still ,,wouldn’t help N 
tional: in instrument weather." 
He alsé said ‘that the Military: 
Air Transport had. only, 1,200 
plane movements” at Nationa 
last year. - | 


Helicopter Idea. Hit 


Mr. Arnoid! was critical of: &. 
proposal from. Senator Holland 
that helicopter shuttle service 
might be used between National: 
Airport ‘and | Friendship. The 
ATA executive cited the in- 
creased traffic helicopters wotld: 
impose on already- congested alt=. 
lanes and. said. *copters aren'f 
yet large enough to handle ; ‘the’ 
volume of: |passengers which - 
would be using them., 

Senator: Beall, Republican :of 
Maryland, urged the - use 
Friendship, as. did Franklin.‘'T. 
McHugh, aviation director of the 
Baltimore Association of Com- 
merce: Mr. McHugh contended 
that construction of Burke would 
only bring more aircraft into the 
congested area. Any further ex- 
pansion at National “is.a waste 
of money,” he declared in urging 
that all work on National - be 
ceased. 

William H. Press, of the Wash 
ington Board of Trade, told the 
committee that surveys made hy 
the board show a majority of 
residents of! northern Virginia 
favor the Burke site. 

Representative Floed, Demo- 
crat of. Pennsylvania, in a state~ 
ment issued jlast hight, demands 


RAMSEY HOUSE GETS NEW OC 
’ Alexandria’s oldest house, once owned by the city’s 
opened ‘for’ official use yesterday after a recent renov- 
office was moved into the first floor. Later a historic 
monial room for the present Mayor will be set up. Th 
liam Ramsey in 1748.’ Moving in are Mrs. Patsy Althi: 
Miss Carole Lee. Nixon, secretary.—Star Staff Photo. 


D. C. Woman Indicted _ 
In Child-Custody Case 


LYNCHBURG, Va.. July’ 17 started by the child's mother, 
P)— ear-old Washington|iow Mrs. Martha Peck of Middle- 
iirc secretary has been|*08, Ohio, who also brought the 


non-support charges against the 
indicted here on a charge offfather from whom she is di- 


taking her 10-year-old grand- Bo 
daughter from a. Lynchburg e@ warrant charges Mrs. 
sr({Sharpe with taking the éhild 
econ Mey arene e father min from the custody of her maternal 
ae sinnd. ne grandmother, Mrs. Agatha P. 
Mré.: Muriel M. Sharpe wWas|VTay of ‘Lynchburg. who was 
served ‘with a fugitive warrant keeping her for the Oe, 
{n Upper Martboro, Prince Geor=; 


ges Couiity, Md. Friday when McKeldin Probing 


she attended custody proceedings: 


peer es child, Victoria Jane! Office Lease Deal. 
Shai soa 


Also ‘attested at the time was) BALTIMORE, July 17 (2) 
the child's father, Warren F.|Gov. McKeldin said he would 
Sharfe, who was awarded cus-|ask for a full report on the leas- 
tody “of the child by Judgeling by the State Department of 
Charles: G. Marbury in Upperitmployment Security of office 
Marlboro Circuit Court. - ispace in a specially constructed 

Both ae aa ae fan son building in Towson. 
were released Under bond, ac’) ‘rhe Governor said he would 
cording to Upper Marlboro policé have no comment on the matter 
who served.the warrants Brought until he receives a report from 
to /ilen by | Cenel bre bee Robert B. Kimble, department 
Chief R. O. Brooks. k aivector. ¢ 

Commonwealth's oreey The building is being con- 
Royston Jester III said yesterday vucted b fem sueadea 
he would start eaed ep aie Gees George W. Della, pane 
ceedings as he received a e * 
“necessary information” to have cr a paumar soo say 
Me ey mamoiser fete medic MeKeldin. was questioned about 
meg? “Sharce on ie -firstithe -propriety of the “deal ‘since/ 
“Found in the custody nae ane rhe is Be cae een 

2 t dge Bolitha 
alae! chit sudee Distrietirental of the building from L. 
Court for the District of Co-jHunt Realtors, Inc. on grounds 
lumbia: refused to return her toithat the company could provide 
Lynchburg to face a chatgé|suitable office space at a proper 
” ees ee PE act P Senator Della said the firm is 
aughter, : : 

“The father faces a six-monthiaking a ‘loss by leasing the 
ae See nee ate vet ae ee dea iy o 

ludge aymon undiff ‘ofjaccep ano a 
Juvenile and Domestic Feelaons so He ae a ae 
Court on @ 1951 chargé of non-lers stood ‘to make only per 
support. cent on their investment over}: 

The custody proceedings were,a 10- year period. 


ONLY . 
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Rowley Issues ‘Apology’ 


Ronald E-~Rowley, who ad- 
| mitted setting fire’ to’ crosses 
i in front of the residences of 
. Chief Justice EarlWarren and 

;Supreme Court Justice Felix 
# Frankfurter, issued a statenient 
} last night that he said was an 

“open apology.” 

It read: “I wish to make this 
an open apology to.the Presi- 
dent and to all other Govern- 
ment officials concerned, to the 
effect that I regret any uneasi- 
ness that may have-been caused 
or conveyed by the cross burn- 
i g gicident on Friday, July 13, 


Asked to elaborate, Rowley 
Stid: “I was just trying to 
ake people aware of some- 
thing they already know any- 
——______ 


way... that the Supreme 
Warren and _ Frankfurter 
joined in the unanimous high 
court opinion in 1954 that de- 
clared segregation in public 
schools unconstitutional. 
Rowley, who lives at 605 N. 


Jefferson st. in Arlihgton, was 


collateral. of $10 each on two 
counts’ on kindling bonfires be- 
tween sunset and sunrise. 
Crosses also were burned in 
front of the residences of So- 
licitor General Simon Sobeloft 
and Mrs. Douglas King of Belts- 
ville, president of the Prigce 
;Georges County chapter of fhe 
National Association for e 


ple. 


arrested Saturday. He forfeited - 


Advancement of Colored Pbo-. 


Fe, 


Court really was out of order.” | 
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Mason 
Mohr 
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Rosen 
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Wash. Post and SF 
Times Herald 

Wash. News 

Wash. Star 

N. Y. Herald 
Tribune 

N.Y. Mirror 

N. Y. Daily News —— 

Daily Worker 

The Worker 

New Leader 
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(3-9-54) 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIC ATION ei 


Tas case ‘ORIGINATED at | WASHINGTON FIELD 


WASHINGTON, D. 1S | 7/18/56 aie. 17/56 - : 


P UNRNOHTT SUBJECTS “/ 
CHIEF. JUSTICE EARLE WARREN ET AL . 
VICTIMS - 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject ROWLEY on” 7/16, 17/56" tdentified” addition: ‘ 
persons as responsible’ for instant cress burnings; 
stating that EDGAR FRANKLIN” JOHNSTON,” JOHN KASPER, 

and an unidentified: individtal were known by him 
to have been gn possession of two crosses late” 
evening 7/13/56. “States “he later observed these. 
persons in vicinity ef residénce of Victim SOBELOFF | 

- at which time ROWLEY states he and subjects LEE and. 

~~HOCKETT preceeded. to the Sheratoit Park Hotel where. 

_ they burned crosses. ROWLEY claims he has no info. 
re crosses burned in Beltsville, “Maryland.” “JOHNSTON 
‘on interview denied he participated in cross’ “burning and - 

. yefused cooperation. FLOYD FLEMING, who stated he- 
“attended WCC meeting” night: Of 7/13/56 denied’ any. 
infe cencerning cross burnings. Identified. others 
spECsent at oe ‘meeting. - . 
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“T-USA, cht een D. Ce. 
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WEO 89-42 
DETAILS: 


The title of this case is’ being marked CHANGED 
the inclusien of JCHN KASPER 
as a subject; the inclusion of "Unknown Subjects." 


LIP :WJH 
WEO 89-42 


ROWLEY was interviewed by SAs PRICHARD B. LAVIN 
and LEG I. PROSISE. He advised that he has attended — 
three meetings of the. White Citizens Councils GICC). Gne 
meeting was at the Annapolis Hotel in Washington, D. C., 
on June 15, 1956, The other two meetings were held en 
Friday, July 6, 1956, ahd Friday, July 13, 1956, at_the 
American Legion Hall, Kenna - Main Post, 3201 Nichols 
Avenue, S.E. “He estimated thet approximately 15 
versons attended the meeting’ eh July 6, 1956, and about 
20 attended the meeting on July 13,°1956. ~The meeting 
at the Annapolis Hotel was moré°or less a large rally 
end not the meeting of & particular council. ROWLEY 
informed that the meeting at the American Legion Hall 
started sometime between €:00 and 9:00 p.m. and lasted 
for approximately ly hours, He stated the meetings 
usually consist of ea general discussion concerning what 
the Communists are doing and the relation between 
Communist ideals and integration. 


ROWLEY denied theré was any mention or suggestion 
regerding the burning of crosses at any of the meetings of 
the WCC which he attended. He said as far as he knows, 
the burning of the crosses on July 13, 1956, was not an 
activity sponsored by the WCC, 


ROWLEY stated that FRED PLANT HOCKETT and JOHN 
DAVID LEE were present at the meeting on July 13, 1956. He 
refused to name other individuals who were present but when 
specifically asked whether JOHN KASPER and EDGAR JOHNSTON 
were there, he stated that they both were present at the 
meetings of July 6 and July 13, 1956. It will be noted 
that KASPER has been described as the organizer for the WCC 
in the Washington area 2nd EDGAR JOHNSTON has been described 
as the temporary Chairman of the Seutheast Council, WCC. 
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According to ROWLEY, after the meeting was over 
but while they were still in the American Legion Hall,’ 
the gathering broke up inte smaller groups, He said he 
Was cen to HOCKETT and LEE and did not notice’ 
specifically the number or the’ identity of the persons 
making up other groups, ‘He advised that HOCKETT asked 
him if he would like to go out afid burn some crosses, — 
and he agreed to de so. ROWLEY stated this is the first 
time he had heard anything regarding the burning of 
crosses. He adviseG that hé and LEE left the American 
Legion Hall together and drove away in the automobile 
which ROWLEY had berrowed from his brother. This is the 
automobile described as a 1955 black and yellow Ford 
victoria, bearing Virginia licensé 306-529. He stated 
he did net know where HOCKETT went at that time. He ~ 
was asked wherher errangements weré made to meet later 
with HOCKETT, but he refused t6 answer, He also refused 
to state whether ether atittomobilés were involved or to 
state where they met after the burnings. 


WFO 89-42 


ROWLEY steadfastly maintained that he was 
invelved only in the incident at the Sheraton Park Hotel. 
He said HOCKETT was apparently in charge of this group. — 
When asked to explain how it was that LEE accompanied him 
to the scene, ROWLEY stated "I gtiess he must have been. 
assigned that way." At this-time he denied that he knew 
who had made the assignment. He stated’ that LEE appeared 
te have had prior knowledge of the plans but that LEE told 
him this was the first time he hed participated in this 
sort of thing. ROWLEY estimated that he and LEE arrived 
at the Sheraton Park Hotel somewhere between 11:45 p.m. 
on July 13, 1956, and 12:15 aim. on July 14, 1956. He 
said HOCKETT, who was in his station wagen, brought one 
of the crosses over and placed it on the ground inside 
the hedge on the lawn at the Sheraton Park Hotel. ROWLEY 
admitted that he set one cross up on the lawn and lit it. 
He stated the cross which he erected was the one nearer 
the Hotel building. He informed that the cross was already 
saturatedwith kerosene when he picked it up. He further 
stated that either HOCKETT or LEE or’ both set up the other 
cross at the Sheraton Park Hotel. He was ef the opinion 
that only two cresses were carried in HOCKETT's station 
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WFO 89-42 ; 
wagon, although he claimed not to be sure of this. He 
explained that when HOCKETT brought over the crosses 

to the hedge, he instructed ROWLEY to get a bag which 
was in the station wagon. ROWLEY said when he picked 

up the bag which apparently containéd the signs or 
placards, he did not noticé any crosses in the station 
wagon. ROWLEY said the bag in which the signs were 
contained appeared to be the ordinary type of department 
store paper bag. He denied knowing what was written on 
the signs or that he placed either of them on the lawn 
at the Hetel. He stated that hé knew Chief Justice 
WARREN and Senator LEHMAN resided at° the Rotel, but that 
no attempt was made to” ascertaifi whether either was there 
at the time ef the cross burning. / 


ROWLEY stated definitely that he did not intend 
that any harm’ should come to any individuals as a result 
ef his activities. _ 


’ ROWLEY admitted that after” burning the crosses, 
there was supposed to be a rendézvous in the vicinity of 
the American Legion Hall on Nichols Aventie, S.E.° He said 
he and LEE drove’ past this’ location at approximately 7 
2:00 a.m. on July 14, 1956,° but no one else showed up so 
he took LEE home and then returned to his own’ home, 
ROWLEY was questioned regarding whom he expected to meet 
at the rendezvous in addition to HOCKETT. He claimed he 
did not know who to expect at the rendezvous, and he was’ 
unwilling or unable to state the purpose of the rendezvous. 


ROWLEY denied tht he went te any other places 
where cresses were burned. He admitted that HOCKETT may 
have mentioned the names of others who were to participate 
in the burning of the crosses and that HOCKETT probably 
mentioned to him that other crosses were to be burned. He 
claimed, however, that he did not know the locations where 
the crosses were te be burned. 


ROWLEY stated that he thinks there may have been 
other persons involved in the burning of the crosses who 


~ 
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had attended the meeting of the WCC. He indicated that 
HOCKETT may have’ mentioned ‘sotte of these nanes to hin, 
but he was not sure. He stated that he would like to 
take time to think the matter over before naming the 
individuals whom he could idéntify’@s having been in 
attendance at the WCC meeting on July 13, 1956, 


At the termination ofthe interview, an 
appeintment was made to recofitact ROWLEY at the same 
lecation at 11:45 a.m. on July 17, 1956. 


WFO 89-42 
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CONTINUATION OF ROWLEY 
INTERVIEW 0 


On July 17, 1956, the interview with ROWLEY 
was continued by SAs LEO I. PROSISE and RICHARD B. LAVIN 
at ROWLEY‘s place of employment, 8621 Georgia Avenue, 
Silver Spring, Maryland. 


ROWLEY advised that after the WCC meeting broke 
up at the Kenna-Main American Legion Post, 3201 Nichols 
Avenue, S. E., on July 13, 1956, he accompanied FRED 
HOCKETT, and an unknown individual in a red pickup 
truck, either a Chevrolet or a Studebaker, to the end 
of a dead-end street directly opposite the American 
Legion Hall. ROWLEY advised that four wooden crosses 
were taken from HOCKETT's station wagon and placed on 
the ground where they were drenched in kerosene. ROWLEY 
Stated that the kerosene had been contained in a glass 
jug which was taken from HOCKETT's station wagon. He 
also believes that a tin can may have been used to drench 
the crosses. ROWLEY stated that he did not actually 
take any part in pouring the kerosene. 


After the crosses were drenched two crosses 


were placed in HOCKETT's station wagon and two crosses 


were placed in the red pickup truck. ROWLEY advised that 
the red pickup truck was either a Chevrolet or Studebaker, 
1953 model, and that it bore a Virginia license tag. 


ROWLEY advised that after the crosses were 
drenched they returned to the vicinity of the American 
Legion Hall where a caravan was made up of four vehicles. 
According to ROWLEY, FRED HOCKETT in his station wagon 
was the first vehicle in line. The red truck carrying 
two crosses with an unknown male individual alone, was 
second. A third vehicle contained ROWLEY and JOHN DAVID 
LEE. According to ROWLEY, the fourth vehicle contained 
JOHN KASPER, an organizer of the WCC and EDGAR JOHNSTON 
identified by ROWLEY as the temporary Chairman of the wec, 
Southeast Council. ROWLEY described this fourth vehicle 
as approximately a 1953 Oldsmobile or Pontiac carrying 
either Maryland or District of Columbia tags. ROWLEY 
believes that it was a two-tone car with a white hood and 
other portions of brown. . 


a ae 


a | & 
@ = 
= 


WFO 89-42 


According to ROWLEY, at the time that the crosses 
were drenched with kerosene, he believes that KASPER and 
JOHNSTON were still at the American Legion Hall. ROWLEY 
furnished the information that the following persons had 
been in attendance at the American Legion Hall during 
the main portion of the WCC meeting. He was unable to 
state whether or not they had remained after the pect ue 
was over in one of the groups that stood around the Hall: 
FRED HOCKETT, Mrs, FRED HOCKETT, JOHN DAVID LEE, JOHN 
KASPER, EDGAR JOHNSTON, (FNU) CUNNINGHAM (Phonetic), 
FLOYD FLEMING, Unknown male individual who drove the 
red pacer truck, ALEX HANNA, Mrs. ALEX HANNA, a man 
by the name of STONE or SLOAN, EDWARD STROHECKER and 
.an unknown male individual from Northeast Washington. 
ROWLEY is not sure that the man he referred to as EDWARD 
STROHECKER was actually EDWARD STROHECKER. 


It is to be noted that ROWLEY stated that 
ALEX HANNA and his wife only stopped in at the meeting 
for a short time and that they were out that night 
celebrating a wedding anniversary. 


ROWLEY advised that after the caravan was made 
up outside of the American Legion Hall, they Renccceee 
through Northeast Washington, crossed over to Northwest 
Washington until they reached Connecticut Avenue. The 
Caravan then proceeded south on Connecticut Avenue and 
all four vehicles turned left at the approximate vicinity 
‘of 4545 Connecticut Avenue, N. W., the home of Solicitor 
General SIMON SOBELOFF. ROWLEY stated that after turning 
off Connecticut Avenue, the red truck and the vehicle 
carrying KASPER anc JOHNSTON drove approximately 200 
feet from Connecticut Avenue and stopped. At the time 
of turning off Connecticut Avenue, the line of march had 
been changed to the following: HOCKETT's station wagon 
was first, the red truck was second, KASPER and JOHNSTON 
were third, and ROWLEY and LEE were fourth. ROWLEY 
advised that after the red truck: and the vehicle containing 
KASPER and JOHNSTON had stopped, he followed FRED HOCKETT 
who made a right-hand turn at the end of the block, 
another right-hand turn at the next block and proceeded 
back to Connecticut Avenue, where they turned south again 
and proceeded to the Sheraton Park Hotel where they 
ignited the two crosses, ROWLEY advised that after the 
red truck and the vehicle containing KASPER and JOHNSTON 
stopped in the vicinity of the SOBELOFF residence he did 
not see them again that night. ROWLEY advised that they 
approached the Connecticut Avenue stopping place at 
approximately 11:30 to 12:00 p.m., July 13, 1956. 
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. ROWLEY advised that on Saturday evening, July 14, 
1956, sometime after 6:00 p.m., he received a telephone 
call at his home from JOHN KASPER during which call KASPER 
stated to ROWLEY that "I am" or "we are proud: of you." 


ROWLEY stated that he did not know where the — 
crosses or signs were made but believes that probably 
HOCKETT made them. He also advised that he has no 
information concerning the cross ignited in Maryland 
and that actually he did not see or know for sure how 
the crosses were ignited at the residences of Justice 
FRANKFURTER or Solicitor General SOBELOFF. 


ROWLEY furnished the following descriptions 
of men mentioned above who either attended the meeting or were 
in the caravan: 


EDGAR JOHNSTON 
Age: 25-30 
Height: 5' 14" 
Weight: 150-160 pounds 
Hair: Brown; crewcut 
Eves: 1] 


Blue 
Employment: WRC TV Cameraman 


ge; 40 
Height: . 5! g" 
Weight: 150 pounds 
Hair: Dark; receding forehead 
Employment: Possibly construction work due to 
tanned face. 


ROWLEY advised that this man also attended the 
wee meeting at the American Legion Hall on 


July 6, 19 

Age: 38 

Height: 6' 2" 
Weight: 200 pounds 
Hair: Dark; curl 


y ; , 
Remarks: Heavy tan. ROWLEY believes that 
he may have had a mustache. 
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{ENU) STONE OR SLOAN 

Age: 50 

Height: 5) 7" 

Weight: 190 pounds 

Hair: aray 

Remarks: Chubby; wears horn-rimmed glasses. 


ROWLEY advised that STONE or SLOAN, FLOYD 
FLEMING and the man tentatively identified 

as EDWARD STROHECKER, had a glass of beer 

at the Normandy Restaurant on Alabama Avenue, 
before the WCC meeting at the American Legion 
Hall on July 13, 1956, 


ALEX HANNA 
Age: 30 
Height: 5' 10" 
Weight:: 150-160 pounds 
Hair: Brown or "dirty" bbnde 


ROWLEY advised that this man looks young, but 
may be older when you get a close look at his 
ace. 


ROWLEY stated that he has now furnished all 


information in his possession concerning the burning of 


the crosses. 


at the Legion Hall on July 13, 1956. 


C He reiterated that no mention of the cross 
burnings has ever been made at any WCC meeting that he has 
attended and that it was not mentioned at the WCC meeting 
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EDGAR FRANKLIN JOHNSTON, Apartment 201, 1103 

Bellevue Street S.E., was interviewed on July 17, 1956, 
by Detective Sergeant J. Y. CHENNAULT, Metropolitan 
Police Department, and SA LESLIE B. CHISHOLM, JOHNSTON 
stated that he is the Chairman of the Southeast WCC, and 
that all he knows concerning the burning of the crosses 
is what he has read in the newspapers. JOHNSTON agra eters 
denied he participated in or had any knowledge of the burning 
of the crosses, with the exception of information obtained 

from newspapers and radio. JOHNSTON stated that, to the 
best of his knowledge, the burning of the crosses was not 
sponsored, nor done with the approval of, the WCC. 


JOHNSTON was questioned concerning the names of 
the persons in attendance at the WCC meeting on July 13, 
1956. In response to these questions, he declined to furnish 
the name of anyone attending this meeting, and stated he 
is prohibited by action of the Board of Directors and 
by-laws of the organization from furnishing the names 
of any members. He generally commented that the action 
of the Board of Directors with regard to the disclosing of 
names of members of the WCC was apparently to prevent 
economic reprisal against members, such as loss of jobs, 
in view of the fact that the organization's activities 
have been of a controversial nature. 


JOHNSTON was questioned concerning his where- 
abouts between approximately 10:00 p.m., July 13, 1956, 
and 1:00 a.m., July 14, 1956. He stated he was with members 
of the WCC discussing Council business. He declined to 
furnish the names of the individuals he was with, and 
stated he desired to consult cotinsel, which would be provided 
by the WCC, before making any further comments concerning 
this matter, and he stated he would advise the Washington 
Field Office whether he desired to furnish any further 
information. 


During the course of the interview he was friendly 
and polite. At the outset of the interview, and on several 
occasions during it, JOHNSTON was advised that the Bureau 
was investigating the cross burnings and not the WCC, 


~ 10 - 


WFO 89-42 


However, during the course of the interview, he voluntarily 
set forth some of his views concerning the Council. He 
stated there was an extreme left wing in the United States, 
which was the Communists, and that they (the Council) 
represented the most radical right wing element in the 
United States, which he considered to be an offset to the 
left: wing. On several occasions during his general 
comments. concerning the Council he pointed out that 

they did not believe in assassination, but that he did 

not see anything necessarily wrong with cross burning, 

and that he felt that the individuals who were responsible 
for these activities should be proud of their feat. 


On maa 18, 1956, JOHNSTON telephonically contacted 
SA CHISHOLM at the Washington Field Office. He advised 

that he had consulted with counsel concerning this matter 

and that he had been advised to make absolutely no further 
statements, and had been advised that under no circum- 
stances was he to reveal the names of any of the members 

of the Council. 
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INTERVIEW OF FLOYD FLEMING 


Mr. FLOYD FLEMING, oe Ouincy Street, 
N. E., ‘furnished the- following information upon 
interview on July 17, 1956, by SAs LEO I. PROSISE 
and WARREN L. LOVE: 


At the invitation of JOHN KASPER, who 
FLEMING identified as the WCC organizer "for this 
area," sometime during June, 1956, FLEMING attended 
the meeting of the WCC at the Annapolis Hotel on 
June 15, 1956. A week or so later, KASPER asked if 
FLEMING would accept the chairmanship of the Northwest 
Council of the WCC, and FLEMING replied that if he did, 
he would do so on a temporary basis. To date, FLEMING 
has not accepted the above offer. KASPER mentioned to 
FLEMING that he was organizing councils of the WCC in 
Maryland recently, and FLEMING believes that one of 
the locations mentioned by FLEMING was Taplata, Maryland. 


‘At the invitation of EDGAR JOHNSTON , who 
FLEMING believes is the WCC organizer for the Southeast 
Washington, D. C. area and whom he first met at the 
WCC meeting of June 15, 1956, FLEMING attended the WCC 
eee: of July 13, 1956, at the American Legion Hall, ~ 
3201 Nichols Avenue, . Ss. Be. FLEMING*s reason for attend- 
ing this meeting and the stated purpose of this meeting 
was to organize a Southeast section of the WCC. 


“At the invitation of FLEMING, C,. T. TINCHER, 
an architect residing in the vicinity of 15th and I 
Streets, N. W., Washington, D, C., came to FLEMING's 
residence in a taxicab on the evening of July 13, 1956. 
FLEMING and TINCHER thereafter departed in FLEMING's 
automobile for the WCC meeting. En route, they picked 
up a Mr. STONE, whose full name is not known by FLEMING , 
but was described as a painter employed at the Naval 
Air Station, at'1lth and Pennsylvania Avenue, S. E., and 
the three continued to the WCC meeting, arriving. at 
approximately 8:00 p.m. STONE accompanied FLEMING and 
attended instant meeting at FLEMING's invitation. 
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While standing in front of the American 
Legion Hall, 3201 Nichols Avenue, S, E., FLEMING, ~ 
TINCHER and STONE were joined by an unidentified 
male individual. At FLEMING's suggestion, the above 
four men proceeded to a nearby tavern approximately © 
2% blocks away, where each consumed a beer and there- 
after returned to the above American Legion Hall at - 
approximately 8:30 p.m. Upon their return, they joined 
others in attendance of the WCC Ae es which apparently 
had just begun. a ; 


Also in attendance at this meeting was a Mr. 
and Mrs. LONG. FLEMING was unable to furnish Mr. and 
Mrs. LONGs' names or their address. TONG was described 
as a carpenter employed at the Naval Air Station, Wash- 
ington, D. C. Mr. and Mrs. LONG attended this meeting 

at the invitation of FLEMING, _ 


The WCC meeting lasted approximately ois hours, 
or until approximately 10:00 p.m. EDGAR JOHNSTON assumed 
the role of presiding officer at a lectern, FLEMING 
estimated there were approximately fifteen persons in 
attendance at this meeting. The nature, purpose and 
discussions at this meeting consisted of the ways and. 
means of establishing a Southeast Council of the WCC. 
FLEMING recalls that the presiding officer made a request 
for volunteers to assist in addressing envelopes for the 
purpose of sending out literature concerning the WCC. 
FLEMING recalls a man, who is known to him only as HOCKETT, 
who was called upon for his assistance.in the above 
capacity, . and this individual declined because he was 
going to Florida. FLEMING. insisted that no discussion | 
was had nor was there any suggestions that crosses be 
burned or attempted, either before, during or after instant 
meeting. FLEMING denied that cross eee was discussed 
at the WCC meting of. June 15,1956. 


TINCHER departed the Wee. nesting: of July 13, 
1956, at approximately. 9:30 p.m.,_ because FLEMING thought — 
TINCHER had "a date." TINCHER's mode of departure and 
. TINCHER's activities subsequent to 9:30 p.m. on this even- 
ing are unknown to FLEMING, 
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Instant meeting adjourned at approximately 
10:00 p.m. FLEMING estimated that at least 50 per cent 
or more of the persons who were in ‘attendance departed 
the meeting and presumably left the area. He recalls 
that some individuals did remain behind and did not con- 
sider this unusual and denied any knowledge that these 
individuals remained for a ‘purpose. are 


The above Mr. STONE departed instant ree 
with FLEMING in the’ latter's automobile and together 
they proceeded to the corner of 8th and I Streets, S. E., 
where STONE alighted for the assumed purpose of returning 
to his. residence in the vicinity. FLEMING continued in 


on Fale 14 tone. with an individual who is. oun to. | 
FLEMING only, as “MIKE , MIKE" was described as an indi- 
vidual of average build, who speaks with an Irish brogue 
and has an Irish name. FLEMING denied he could furnish 


further information concerning "MIKE . a 


At approximately 1:00 a. Me 5. ‘FLEMING and "MIKE" 
departed the above tavern and proceeded to an. unidentified 
tavern on 7th Street, N. E., in. the Brookland area. FLEMING 
and “MIKE remained at this tavern until approximately 2:00 
a.Mey at which. time they departed instant tavern and each 
other's company, and FLEMING arrived at his residence at 
approximately 2:00 a.m., on July 14, 1956. FLRFMING believes 
that "MIKE" is known at the above Family Tavern but is 
probably not known at the tavern on 7th Street, N. re in 
the Brookland area. —s_ ea - 

FLEMING denies that “he ‘participated in the cross 
burning incidents of July 13 - 14, 1956. FLEMING denies 
knowing the identities of the. ‘participants. in the above _ 
eross burning incidents and further denied knowing anyone 
who may have participated in such incidents. FLEMING denied 
knowing of anyone who might possess knowledge as to the 
identi ties of the participants. in. the above. incidents. 


FLEMING denied ‘observing a red’ truck ‘in ‘the oe 
eretnity of the WCC’ meeting at the American Tegion Hall, 
3201 Nichols Avenue, S. E. FLEMING denied any knowledge 
of an individual who owns or may own such a vehicle. 
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FLEMING denied knowing RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, 
JOHN DAVID LEE, ALEX HANNA or an individual by the 
name of CUNNINGHAM . 


FLEMING believes that an individual by the 
name of STROHECKER is affiliated with the WCC as he 
associates this name with an individual that he met 
at the WCC meeting on June 29, 1956. FLEMING stated 
he does not recall seeing this individual at the WCC 

meeting of July 13, 1956. 


FLEMING stated he was not in. ‘sympathy. with 
the cross buring incidents of July 13 - 14, 1956, as 
he believes in the peaceful petitioning of the govern- 
ment in accordance with constitutional means. 
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ALEX JAMES HANNA, residing Temple Trailer Village, 
Alexandria, Va-e, employed as Linesman, Rockingham Construction 
Coe, WDC, related the following: 


HANNA first joined WCC fall, ‘¥955, ‘Williamston, N. C. 
Arrived WDC 12/3/65. Attended his first WCC meeting WDC June, 
1956, at invitation JOHN KASPER. Joined WCC, WDC, for 1 year 
expiring 7/6/57. HANNA, his wife, and JOHN LEE, residing 
Alexandria, Va.e, proceeded WCC meeting 7/13/56 approximately 
8:15 pam. in HANNA'ts 1955 Buiek, green body and white top, bearing 
S.C. tag E8797, arriving approximately 9:00 pm. Upon arrival, 
observed JOEN KASPER condueting the meeting concerning recruitment. 
Estimated 15 people in attendance, including unidentified white 
male, 60 years, 5* 9", 150 lbs., speaks with foreign accent, drives 
red Studebaker 1/2 ton pick-up truck, residng Falls Church, Va., 
and believed employed janitor or handyman for a school in Falls 
Church, Fairfax, or Arlington Counties, Va. Denies recognition 
of others attending meeting. Insists he, hi@ wife, and LEE 
departed meeting 9:30 p.m. and proceeded in HANNA's auto to Cross 
Roads, Palmer and Piggly Wiggly Restaurants, Prinee Geerges 
Cow, Md., and return to his residence, after leaving LEE at his own 
residence, between 12 m to 2:00 a.om., 7/14/56. Denies cross burning 
mentioned at meeting. Denies participation in or kmowledge of those 
who may have participated cross burning. 


Subj LEE refused to be reinterviewed this pem. Further 
effort to gain his cooperation will not be made. 


JOHN FRED HOCKETT, age 27, Linesman, Potomac Electric 
Power Co., advised FRED P. HOCKETT is his father but has not 
seen him since 1941 or 1942. States he (JOHN) is not member of 
nor is he associated with WCC and was at home, 405 Prving ton St., 
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Glass Manor, Md., with his wife, LEONTEEN W. HOCKETT, entire 
evening and night of 7/13,14/56. States does not get along with 
father and disagreement stems from his father's mistreatment of 
his mother during childhood. JOHN advised he is acquainted with 
JOHN LEE but has discussed no mtters pertaining to WCC or soross 
burning with LEE. , 


Neighborhood investigation vicinity of American Legion Hall, 
Nichols Ave., SE, discloses Fire Dept Engine Co. No. 25 located - 
next door to hall. Fireman T. J. LO MEDICO advised he briefly 
observed WCC meeting thru window of hall but was unable to hear 
discussion. States meeting attended by not more than 10 persons 
with only 1 being a female. 


Fireman P. J. MAGLIO states saw delapidated station 
wagon circling area in front of firehouse between 1:00 a.m. and 
2:00 a.m., 7/14/56. Believes could identify if seen again. Attempt 
being made to photograph HOCKHTT's station wagon in order picture 
may be displayed to MAGLIO. 


MAUD CHAMBERS HOCKETT, wife of subj FRED HOCKETT,.inter- 
viewed at residence 1115 Maryland Ave., NE. Denies attendance at 
any WCC meetings, specifically meeting of 7/13/56 and denies 
hearing any conversations or knowledge of burning of crosses until 
newspaper publicity. Like husband, claims she was home all 
evening 7/13 and morning of 7/14/56. 
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LEROY RUSSELL LONG and. his wife, JOYCE HENDRICKSON LONG, 5143 Wheeler Rd., 

S. Es, both stated-they attended WCC meeting 7/13/56 from 8:45 P.M. to 

9:15 P.Ms, at invitation of FLOYD FLEMING, Only other person at meeting known 
to them was JOHN WESLEY STONE who works at Naval Air Station (NAS) where pe 
LONG employed. State meeting was of organizational nature, there was no dis~ 
cussion concerning cress burnings. They were not interested in meeting a 
departed early. | Went to Naylor*s Restaurant and then home. 


JOHN WESLEY STONE, painter at NAS, capreoborared Statements of FLOYD FLEMING. 
He attended meeting 7/13/56 at invitation of FLEMING. Only other persons 
known to him at meeting were LONG and TINCHER. Had no information fonterning 
cross burnings, stated not discussed in his presence. mS 


EDGAR JOHNSTON by telephone today stated on advice of attorney he will not’ 
furnish any further information whatever concerning this mattere 


LAWANDA BRYAN HANNA (Mrs, ALEX JAMES HANNA) , claims that.from 8 P.M., a3 p56 
to approximately 2 AaMe, 7/ 14/56, she was in company with subject LEE and 
her husband, States this date was wedding anniversary and that her husband, 
LEE and she went to a number of eating and drinking places and at all times 
during period indicated were in each other*s presence, Denies that she or 
her husband was: present at 7/13/56 meeting and that she had ever attended 
any WCC meeting. States that abdut 2 A.M., she and husband dropped LEE at 
his residence on Peyton Street in Alexandria, Va. Mrs. HANNA states husband 
is member South Carolina branch of WCC but not local member. Advised husband 
attended WCC meeting 7/6/56 and also on Friday preceding. that date. Admitted 
she and husband obtained post office box at Alexandria in behalf WCC and states. 


gave key to 'this Ps. 0} .box to subject HEE. en P 7/13/56. 5/ as 
RECORDE i wl? le 


HOCKETT rcini oretened® and again denies sae in WCC or attenddnce at any 
WCC meetings, speeifiically that of 7/13. By indirection BASKENT implies he 
is being confused with a son whom he has not seen for 10 years, FRED HOQCKETT, 
JR., possible employee of PEPCO, who was ‘trained in his jobeljegubject. debts. 
In same breath, withdraws this implication, A JOHN FRED HOCKETT is employed 
by PEPCO. He will be interviewed as soon as he can be located. HOCKETT cae 
referred to his threat to bring suit this matter, stated planned to file suit | 
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Since P.Meg: 11/86, WFO: has continued efforts to lecate and intewige JOHN 
KASPER without. success. In this regard have been in ¢ontact with I 
DEVERAU, operator ef Cadmus Boe pp, with whom he is associated an "who 

would normal ly be» expected to know his whereabouts, She has exhibited hostile 
attitude and indications are that KASPER may be aware oe etrOrte to locate 

him and is getiberacely ‘avoiding interyi gt. ee 


C. T. TINCHER, who attended meeting at invitation ar FLoyD FLEMING, left’ ” 

meeting early te go to a dance then went home, Could not furnish identity 

of any other perséns at the meeting. His statements confirm FLEMING*S 

' statements concerning his presence at the meeting. FLEMING states nothing 
said in his presence concerning cr@égs burnings. — ; ; 


Unknown subject, allegedly driver of 1953 model red truck, not yet ‘fdentified. 
CUNNINGHAM, who, according to ROWLEY, attended. 7/18/56 meeting, not yet 
identified. 


New member from Northeast Washington referred to by ROWLEY as being in ate 
tendance at meeting not yet identified. ? 


Subject JOHNSTON will be personally contacted despite his telephone statement 
that he will not furnish additional information. 


Subject LEE will be recontacted for purpose of reinterview although unavailable for 
this purpose to this time. 


Agents now endeavoring lecate and interview ALEX JANES ANNA. Efforts also 
continuing to locate. EDWARD STROHECKER. Interview has been arranged with wife 
of subject HOCKET, 6PM. this date. ae ‘ 


with ROWLEY, JOHNSTON and FLEMING and informed investigation proceeding. 
SMITHSON stated he is continuing consultation with Department and is affording 
attention and consideration to additional information being developed at this 
time pending comp] etion of investigation. 
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ENTITLED QUOTE POSSIBLE KKK ACTIVITY RE CROSS BURNING IN 7D 
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EDWARD L, STROHECKER, JR., interviewed, denies he is member of WCC or that he 
attended meeting of 7/13/56, States did not participate in and has no knowledge 
whatever of cross burnings. wee 


Subject JOHNSTON reinterviewed, refused cooperation other than consented to 
have photographs taken of his car and himself. States he will advise subject 
KASPER that FBI wants to talk to him. Indicates KASPER will be available 
shortly. In later unscheduled interview with JOHNSON, he stated one individual 
attending 7/13/56 WCC meeting is EARNEST CCUNNINGHAM, Refused to furnish any 
further information concerning this individual, This appears to be additional 
identification of man named CUNNINGHAM who, according to ROWLEY, attended this 
meeting. 


= 
Mrs, ALEX-HANNA reinterviewed. In spite of conflict of her previously furnished 
-information with that furnished by her husband, refuses to discuss matter further, 
Saying itis her personal business what she and her husband did on their 
anniversary. During interview, a red halfSton pickup truck observed parked beside 
her trailer, bearing Ga. license plates. Said it was owned by a friend staying 
with hergz: Addressed this friend as Mrs. DUPREE but the Latter, who appeared 
frightened, refused to furnish her name or any informatio® except to say her 
husband used the truck to pick her up at their home. in St@iter, 5. C., leaving 
jAlexandria, Va., before dark, Friday, 7/13/56, and returning with her late 
Saturday, 7/14/56 or early Sunday, 7/15/56. Truck fits Gescription of one in 
caravan in instant case, a alee see 


ALEX JAMES HANNA reinterviewed twice today. States truck=parked at his trailer 
is property of DUBRE HENDERSON, described as friend of Mg. HANNA. States 
. HENDERSON went to Smmter, S. C., evening 7/13/56 to pick up HENDERSON'S wife 
“and personal. 4@longings and is now back in Washington areas Claims. does not know 
SPR pr wif are living or employed. Again stated truck he saw at 
7/13/56 WCC meéttpg was"a Studebaker truck. States he will.discuss his, situation 
again with wife thts eveagng and thereafter may be receptive to 4. of 


Will be reinterview@e: bug! ver aren / = 
_ Photographs of HOCK and his. station eae iG Zl 


locate KASPER this datethegative but: will ‘be continued, 
_ 7 Zo. Ji ts 4 
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The Washington Field Office (WFO) has submitted report dated 
17-18-56, which sets forth the details of admissions made by subject Rowley., 
jand of investigation which was conducted on 7/16-17/56, which were ga fH 
summarized in our memorandum to the Attorney General dated 738-566 Eq 

In addition, SFO has submitted 2 airtels dated 7-18-56, setting 
1forth additional investigation since the preparation of this report and 
consists of interviews with individuals who reportedly attonded meeting of 
| White raseR Council (WCC) in Southeast Washington on night of 7-13-56. 


‘Leroy RusselW\\Long and wife attended meeting. They left early because not 
interested, hey oe thore was discussion of cross burnings. 

) John Wesley Stone, a painter at Washington Naval Air Station, 
jattended Neeting and stated cross burnings not discussed in his presence, 
Alex James‘Wianna and wife were interviewed separately. Hanna admitted 
membership.in WCC in North Cerolina in 1955 and admitted membership in 
Washington HCC... He admitted attending 7-13-56, meeting but denied that 
cross burnings were mentioned or that he participated or knew those who did 
participate in cross burnings. His wife denied that she and Hanna even 
attended the meeting, claiming this date was their wedding anniversary and 
that they eee NG re celebrating in-various restaurants. 


Ce T, Tincher, identified by John Wesley Stone as being in 
attendance, advised he left meeting early and was unable to identify others 
Jin attendance, He heard nothing said in his presence concerning cross brmings. 


Bdgar Franklin Johnston, who previously identified himself to 
Agents as chairman of Northwest WoC, refused to furnish any additional 
, information on advice of his attorney. Intensive efforts to locate John =: 
‘Kasper, organizer of WCC, unsuccessful, Investigation indicates he is 
‘deliberately avoiding interview. Rowley previously mentioned that a person 
junknown to him, but who was driving 1953 red pickup truck, was in automebile 
caravan which proceeded from Southeast to Northwest Washington inmediately 
prior to the cross burnings, Alex James Hanna believes this indivicual | 
resides Falls Church, Virginia, and is employed as janitor for a school a 
Fairfax or Arlington Counties, Virginia, Every effort is being made to wea 
ie amr a res 
identify and locate this individual for tater yioN ee? 70 ae pe oe 
a Gate: a) lace a. 
ee : 


Pe VY ar TS EA * 
Fe fence WUWDED yy Efe 


7 U Ny 
pee ee Nichole / bondi apts 
ccs l-)ir, Belmont / INDEXED : 79° 


u 


PGB? ~ a Vag i i oh o foc aca 2 sel 
Recah Ge “she a: si 


i 
=~, ee r ® 


Memorendum for Mr, Rosen 


Subject Hockett and his wife reinterviewed and both again denied 
membership in or attendance at any WCC meetings. Both denied knowledge of 
burning of crosses, Hockett refused to give Agents permission to search 
his house or car, Subject hee refused to be reinterviewed when contacted 


7-18-56. 


Assistant United States Attorney Frederick G. Smithson has been 
furnished copy of WFO report of 7-18-56, and has been apprised of all 
developments. He stated he is continuing his consultation with Department 
as to what action he shotlc take concerning this metter. In this regard, 
the Director has urged the Attorney General to have United States Attorney 
present this matter to Grand Jury. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


For your approval, there is attached a memorendum to the Attorney 
General with copies for Rogers and Olney. Copies of FO report of 7-18-56, 
are being sent as enclosures, Memorandum brings matter up to date through 
investigation conducted yesterday, Memorandum reiterates Director's 
suggestion to Attorney General that this matter be presented to Federal 
Grand Jury as information received from persons interviewed speaks for 
itself as to their evasiveness end lack of truthfulness, 


0 GIG ff yy, a 


~ 2 


ene ep -. 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


ro /; MR. nosal NAY pats. 7/20/56 
a) 
= o. Ay . Tolson 
““<_FROM: Fe. L. PRIGEIA, pi) Time of Call: 11:00 PMNichols 
ao" ort 
Mason 


SUBJECT: RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, et al.; a 
CHIEF JUSTICE EARL/WARREN, et al - VICTIMS DOLA Gs 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER [peach t 


uv 


Winterrowd 


oa , 
Tele. Room 


Resident Agent John Ridgley, Hyattsville, Maryland, oe 
called to advise of results of his investigation evening 7/20/56 “” 
as to identifying and locating for interview one Pierce (phonetic). 
You will recall that upon interview by Washington Field Office (WFO) 
Agents on 7/19/56, subject Rowley advised that after he had agreed to 
participate in the cross burnings the night of 7/13/56, he asked John 
Kasper if any other crosses were to be burned. Rowley stated that 
Kasper responded that Pierce (phonetic) of the Maryland Petition 
Committee (MPC) was going to take care of one someplace else. 


SA Ridgley stated that Rowley had advised that he had met 
Pierce on one occasion, He described Pierce as aged 28, white, male, 
dirty blonde hair, 6 feet tall, 190 pounds, well dressed. 


SA Ridgley stated that a check of WFO indices disclosed that 
the chairman of the Montgomery County MPC was one Herbert\Mertz, Jr., 
who resides 6739 Fairfax Road, Chevy Chase, Maryland. Mertz was 
unavailable for interview in the early evening; however, was later 
located and the results of his interview are set forth later in this , 
memorandum. Mes Ce ae i 


Ridgley stated that Mrs. Douglas King of Beltsville, Maryland, 
in front of whose home a cross was burned, was reinterviewed as to the 
identity of Pierce. She stated that in August of 1955 she attended a 
Board of Education meeting in Upper Marlboro, Maryland. This meeting 
was open an& she attended as an observer. She recalled an individual 
named John RNFieres (phorietic) in attendance. Pierce presented a list 
of hames of individuals whom he represented as against integrated 
schools in Prince Georges County. He offered his comments to the Board 
re anti integration. Mrs. King stated thet a week after the meeting 
she received a postal card signed by John)Pierce (phonetic) which 
attempted to pursuade her to give up her ght to integrate schools. 

She states she has had no further contact with Pierce. She described 
Pierce as white, male, 6 feet tall, blonde hair, between 25 and 30 years 


of age. She said she recalled he lived in Ahe Edmonston, Maryland, area. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 


Herbert Mertz, upon interview, advised that he recalled a 
fellow named George Pierce as active in the MPC who lived in Prince 
Georges County. Mertz said he came in contact with Pierce two or three 
times. He believed Pierce came from somewhere in Riverdale. It should 
be noted Edmonston is a small community adjoining Riverdale. He 
described Pierce as between 28 and 32 years of age, 6 feet tall, light 
brown hair. He said his contacts with Pierce were with regard to 
organizational matters of the MPC. After some hesitation Mertz furnished 
the name of William Partlow, 1117 Holton Lane, Takoma Park, Maryland, 
as an individual wholnew where Pierce lived. 


SA Ridgley stated that it was determined Partlow works 
nights and would be unavailable for interview until 9:00 AM, 7/21/56. 


Ridgley stated that also interviewed in an attempt to identify 
Pierce was Mrs. Karl Law, wife of the Edmonston police chief. She said 
there is a Pearce family residing at 4810 48th Avenue, Edmonston. The 
family consists of a husband, wife and adult son, John. Mrs. Law stated 
that she had heard from time to time that John took quite an active 
part in agitating the Negro question; however, she does notknow the 
names of any organizations to which he belonged. She suggested talking 
to George Page, Mayor of Edmonston, 4907 49th Avenue, Edmonston. Ridgley 
advised he was unable to locate Page for interview. 


Ridgley stated that a check of the crossereference street 
directory disclosed that 4810 48th Avenue, Edmonston, is occupied by 
Mrs. Herbert Pearce, telephone number Warfield 78628, and Ralph Hazard, 
Appleton 7=7786. 


Ridgley advised that James W. Hall, former Mayor of Edmonston, 
who resides at 4517 48th Avenue, was also interviewed. Hall confirmed 
that a family named Pearce, consisting of man and wife and son, aged 30, 
lived at 4810 48th Avenue. Hall stated that the son's present occupation 
is unknown; however, he used to drive a pickup truck. Hall was unakle i 
give an adequate description of the son. 


Ridgley stated that a check of the Department of Motor 
Vehicles, Baltimore, disclosed no record of a registration for any 
vehicle in the name of John Pearce living at the Edmonston address, 


Ridgley stated that Mr. Jesse Baggett, Chairman of the Board 
of Prince Georges County Commissioners who resides at 3709 Hamilton 
Street, Hyattsville, was interviewed. Baggett recalled that about a 
year ago an individual named Pearce (phonetic) first name believed to be 
John, appeared before the meeting of the Board and complained about 
the county appropriations being designed, designated or used for 
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Memorandum to Mr, Rosen 


integrated schools. Baggett had no further information regarding 

Pearce; however, he did recall that Pearce was white, male, tall, 

thin and had blonde hair. He was under the impression Pearce said he 

was an attorney. Ridgley advised that there is not listed under 

nee ha any Pearce in the Washington or Maryland suburban telephone 
ook. E 


Ridgley advised that a check of the 1954=55 R. L. Polk's 
Directory for the Maryland and Washington suburban area disclosed that 
there was listed one John F. Pearce, machinist, employed at the 
Engineering Research Corporation, Riverdale, home address +810 48th 
Avenue, Edmonston. In the same directory there was listed Herbert 
T. Pearce, wife Annie, living at +810 48th Avenue, no occupation was 
listed, 


will be made to locate for interview the John H\ Pearce of 4810 48th 
Avenue, Edmonston. -If it is determined that he is not the correct 
Pearce, Ridgley will contact William Partlow of Takoma Park for the 
identity and address of the right Pearce. Ridgley stated that 
Supervisor Delavigne of the WFO has been advised of the results of the 
investigation 7/20/56 and of the planned interviews for 7/21/56. 


Ridgley advised that on the morning iN Pearce. an attempt 


ACTION TAKEN: 


Special Agent Ridgley has been instructed to keep the Bureau 
immediately advised of the results of his investigation on 7/21/56. 
You will be advised of pertinent developments in this matter. 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


LEROY RUSSELL LONG and wife styt¢ attended 7/13/56. 
WCC meeting at invitation FLOYDYFLEMING. Stayed 
only a short time and departed.’ Described meeting: 

as organizetional in character and heard no discussion 
as to cross burning. JOHN WESLEY STONE, Paiiiter; Naval 
Air Station, states also attended this” meeting at 
invitation rau fi “Claims he Heard no discussion 


re cross burning or plans to engage” such activity. 
CLAYTON: THORJAON TINCHER, “JR. admits attended this: 
meeting, pAso at FLEMING'S invitation; stayed short 
_ time angdeparted to attend dance. Denies any’ 
. knowledge re cross burning. ALEX’ JAMES HANNA states 
eof 7/13/56, in company.with his wife and 
LGE of Peyton Street, Aléxandria, Virginia, 
a2) tended WCC meeting where” they remained about 
30 minutes; heard no discussion re cross burning and 
yo departed e5out 9:30 p.m, spending remainder of — 
evening, still with wife and LEE, in various eeting 
and drinking places. Claims after dropping LEE off 
at latter's “hone, he and Mrs. HANNA returned to their 
own home at Alexandria, arriving about midnight 7/13/56 
or possibly as late as 2:00 a.m. 7/14/56. Denies 
~*~ knowledge re burnings. HANNA'S wife, LAWANDA BRYAN 
“. HANNA, furnishes story considerably &t variance with 
that of husband. States she was in company of husband 
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and JCHN LEE of North Peyton Strect, Alexandria, Virginia, 
entire evening of 7/13/56. Denics that they attended 
WCC meeting that evening or that they had anything te do 
with or\knowledge concerning cross burnings. “Hrs. MAUD 
CHAMBERS \NOCKETT, wife ef subject HOCKETT, denied ' ~ 
membership in or attendance at WCC meetings. Clains no 
knowledge re burnings. Subject HOCKETT reinterviewed 
and again denied any participation ih instant case 
whatsoever. Refused permission to search his home or 
station wagon. Subject LEE, when contacted 7/18/56, 
refused to be interviewed, 


WFO 89-42 
DETAILS: 


INTERVIEW WITH LEROY RUSSELL LONG 


On July 18, 1956, LEROY RUSSELL LONG, 5143 
Wheeler Road, S. E., Washington, D..C., advised SAs 
WALTER EARL HEUCKE and LAURENCE E., DANBOM as follows: 


Mr. LONG stated that a fellow employee of his 
at the U. 8S. Naval Air Station, Washington, D. C., one 
FLOYD FLEMING, had in the past on several occasions 
invited him to attend meetings of the White Citizens 
Council. He stated that since his two daughters were 
visiting in Indiana and his wife JOYCE had been free on 
the evening of July 13, 1956, he had gone to the American 
Legion Hall located at Nichols and Alabama Avenues, S. E., 
to attend a meeting hel‘ on that date. To the best of 
bis recollection the meeting was in progress when he 
arrived there at approximately 8:45 P. M. 


He believed that he and his wife stayed 
approximately one-half an hour and had left the meeting 
before it was over inasmuch as he, LONG, had not had supper 
and was quite hungry. He advised that this was his first 
and only me ting of the White Citizens Council that he 
had ever atvended and that he had attended this meeting 
out of curiosity and due to the fact that he was interested 
in the problem of segregation. 


To the best of his recollection there were ten 
persons present at the meeting other than he and his wife. 
He stated that the meeting was very informal and that he’ 
did not recall being introduced to any individual at the 
meeting. He stated that the only persons he knew there 
were FLOYD FLEMING and a Mr. STONE who is also employed 
at the U. S. Naval Air Station. He stated that he overheard 
conversation to the effect that one couple present was 
from Florida and that these individuals were going to 
return to Florida. LONG went on to state that someone 
was talking who apparently was heading the meeting at 
the time he and his wife arrived and that the meeting 
primarily seemed to be concerned with the starting of a 


_ White Citizens Council branch in this area. 


He could not give anything specific concerning 
the names of individuals who were proposed for offices, 
states that no dues were collected and that no donations 
were requested. He went on to state that as long as he 
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and his wife were at the meeting that nothing was mentioned 
or encouragaiconcerning the burning of crosses or violence 
against Negroes. In general the problem of those individuals 
--present seemed to be questions of what to do about the 
integration problem. He also advised that neither before 
nor after the meeting was there any mention made of cross 
burning and that the first he knew that crosses had been 
burned in the Washington, D. C., area was the next day 
when he picked up a copy of the "Evening Star" newspaper 
and read that such had happened. . 


He stated that he was quite surprised due to the 
fact that on the prior evening he had attended a meeting 
of the White Citizens Council. Mr. LONG volunteered the 
information concerning his feelings about integration that 
he did not want his children going to school with colored 
children but that he wanted colored people to have equal 
facilities but to stay to themselves. He also volunteered 
the fact that he would cooperate in any manner which he 
could and should anything come to his mind which would 
shed light on the burning of the crosses he would immediately 
contact this office. 


7 
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INTERVIEW WITH MRS. JOYCE MARILOU LONG 
NEE HENDRICKSON 


On July 18, 1956, Mrs. JOYCE MARILOU LONG, 5143 
Wheeler Road, S. E., advised SAs WALTER EARL HEUCKE and 
WILLIAM C, CARROLL as follows: 


Mrs. LONG, who is employed by the U. S. Navy 
Hydrographic Office, Division of Oceanography, at Suitland, 
Maryland, advised that she had attended a meeting of the 
White Citizens Council on July 13, 1956, at the American 
Legion Hall, Nichols and Alabama Avenues, S. E., Washington, 
D. C., at the request of her husband. She stated that she 
had been interested in the problem of integration inasmuch 
as they have two daughters, five and six years of age. 

Since these daughters are visiting in Indiana she and 
her husband were free and had decided to go to the meeting. 


As she recalled, the meeting was just starting 
on their arrival at the American Legion Hall and, though 
she could not state definitely as.to what time this was, 
it had been at dusk and somewhere between 8:00 and 9:00 P. M. 
It was her recollection that she and her husband had 
stayed about an hour and had left the meeting prior to 
its ending due to the fact that her husband was quite 
hungry inasmuch as, as of that time, he had not eaten 
dinner. She stated that they had proceeded directly to 
Naylor's Restaurant in Washington and to the best of her 
knowledge believes they arrived there after 10:00 P. M. 


She thought they had stayed approximately one 
hour and had arrived home by 11:20 or 11:30 P. M. She 
stated that they had driven to the meeting in her husband's 
car which is a 1955 Chevrolet two door sedan, green and 
white in color, bearing Maryland tags. 


Concerning the meeting itself, Mrs. LONG advised 
that to her knowledge there were approximately ten persons 
present other than she and her husband and that possibly 
a couple men had come into the meeting after she and her 
husband. She stated that other than herself, two women 
had been present. Aliso that one couple had left the 
meeting just prior to the time that she and her husband 
left. She stated that her husband had introduced her to 
FLOYD FLEMING but that other than that she had not met 
any individual at the meeting. 
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4s she recalled the individual running the 
meeting was introduced but she did not know his name. 
She thought that a Me. STONE was there per information 
received from her husband but was not introduced to him. 
She volunteered that the meeting seemed primarily concerned 
with the segregation problem and all of its social aspects. 
She also advised that at no time prior, during or after the 
time she was at the meeting had she heard of any mention 
made concerning cross burning or any other forms of 
violence. 


Mrs. LONG could furnish no information con- 
cerning the cars or trucks which may have been parked in 
the vicinity of the American Legion Hall nor could she 
give any further identifying information concerning any 
persons present. She concluded by volunteering that she 
has been interested in the integration problem since she 
has a daughter in school and another about to attend 
school and her interest laid in the fact that she believed 
separate and equal facilities for the Negro people should 
be provided. She concluded by stating that should anything 
come to her mind which may help in determining who set 
fire to the crosses burned in the Washington, D. C., 
area, she would immediately contact this office. 
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JOHN WESLEY STONE 


Mr. JOHN WESLEY STONE was interviewed on July 18, 
1956, by SAs WARREN L. LOVE and WILLIAM C. CARROLL. At that 
time Mr. STONE furnished the following information: 


He had been invited to a meeting of the White Citizens 
Council (WCC) about two or three days prior to July 13, 1956, 
by FLOYD FLEMING, another painter, who worked with him at the 
Naval Air Station. STONE advised that he had previously 
attended a WCC meeting at the Annapolis Hotel a short time ago 
but could not recall the exact date. He stated that he had 
agreed to attend the WCC meeting with PLEMING on July 13, 1956, 
because he was curious as to what,went on at these meetings. 


He advised that he had been picked up by FLEMING 
in FLEMING's car on the evening of July 13, 1956, at approximately 
7:40 p.m. at the corner of Eleventh and Pennsylvania Avenue, 
S.E., and was driven to the WCC meeting, arriving there at 
approximately 8:00 p.m. He advised that when he had been 
picked up there was another individual in FLEMING's car but 
that he did not learn the individual's name. 


STONE advised that when they arrived at the American 
Legion Hall where the WCC meeting was to be held, there was 
only a couple of others present so he, FLEMING, the unidentified 
person who had arrived with them in FLEMING's car and another 
unidentified person, had walked approximately three blocks to 
a beer parlor where they had one beer and then went back to 
the Legion Hall. Mr. STONE advised that as best he remembered 
two men Were conducting the meeting but that he did not hear 
their names or was not told who they were. He advised that 
he is hard of hearing and that he had been sitting in the back 
of the hall and did not hear much of what was going on or was 
being talked about by the men who were conducting the meeting. 
STONE advised that he did not hear any discussion concerning 
the burning of crosses before, during or after the meeting. 


STONE advised that to the best of his knowledge the 
meeting broke up about 10:30 p.m. He and FLEMING then said 
good-by to the people present and went to FLEMING's car and 
departed from the vicinity of the Legion Hall. STONE advised 
that FLEMING then dropped him off at his home, 700 Virginia 
Avenue, where he went into the house and went to bed. He 
advised that to the best of his knowledge he had gone to bed 
approximately 11:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter. 
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STONE advised that he had not heard of, been told 
about, or read anything about any cross burning on the evening 
of July 13, 1956, or in the morning of July lj, 1956. STONE 
advised that he does not approve of such cross burnings and 
would not do anything that was illegal to prevent desegregation. 


Mr. STONE advised that to the best of his knowledge 
there were only ten or twelve persons present at this meeting, 
among whom were two or three women. He advised that he did not 
recall seeing any truck in the vicinity of the meeting and 
could not recall hearing the names of any of the other persons 
present at the meeting mentioned. 
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INTERVIEW WITH CLAYTON THORNTON TINCHER, JR. 
ON JULY 18, 1956 _ 


The following investigation was conducted by SAs 
ROBERT M. FAUNTLEROY and LEO I. PROSISE. 

CLAYTON THORNTON TINCHER, JR. was located at the 
offices of A. R. CLAS, Architect, Wyatt Building, 14th Street 
and New York Avenues, N.W., where he is employed. TINCHER con- 
sented to an interview and furnished the following information. 


At first, TINCHER stated he left his place of employ- 
ment at approximately 5:00 P.M. on the afernoon of July i3, 
1956 and returned to his apartment, Apartment SO01, at the 
Miramar Apartments, 15th Street and Rhode Island Avenue, N.W., 
where he resides alone. He said he prepared his own dinner 
and remained at the apartment until approximately 9:45 P.M. 
when he walked to the Wesley Hotel, 2131 0 Street, N.W., 
where he attended a dance. He claimed he stayed at the dance 
for approximately thirty minutes, then returned to his apart- 
ment after first stopping at a nearby restaurant for a short 
period of time. He estimated that he was back at his apart- 
ment well before 12:00 midnight. TINCHER stated he did not 
leave his apartment after that time. 


When it was indicated te TINCHER that the agents 
had information indicating he had been somewhere else on that 
evening, he then recalled that he had attended a meeting of the 
White Citizens Councils (WCC) on the evening of July 13, 1956. 


TINCHER explained that he is interested in the WCC 
and expects to join the organization when the Nerthwest Council 
is organized. For this reason, he contacted JOHN KASPER, whom 
he knew as the organizer for the Washington, D. C. area. He 
stated that on Friday, July 13, 1956, he received a telephone 
call from FLOYD FLEMING, who he described as a leader in the 
organization who told him that there was to be a meeting on 
that evening. He said FLEMING did not know where the meeting 
was to be held. TINCHER stated that after returning to his 
apartment from work on that evening, he had his dinner and then 
proceeded to the home of FLOYD FLEMING by taxicab. He then 
accompanied FLEMING in FLEMING's automobile to the American 
Legion Hall on Nichols Avenue, S.E., where the meeting was 
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to be held. He claimed that when he arrived at the Hall, 
FLEMING went inside but he visited a restaurant nearby and 

had coffee. He claimed he did not actually see FLEMING 

after that time, although he knows that FLEMING must have 

been present at the meeting because of his prominent position 
in the organization. TINCHER stated that sometime between 

8:00 and 8:30 p.m., he gntered the meeting hall and the meeting 
was already in progress. He claimed he took a seat in the rear 
of the hall and listened to a speech by JOHN KASPER after which 
he left the meeting. He gave as his reason for leaving at that 
time, the fact that the major address of the meeting was over 
and it seemed "senseless" to stay any longer. He also claimed 
that he wished to attend the dance at the Wesley Hotel. 


. Be advised that he went from the meeting hall to the . 
Wesley Hotel by taxicab and after staying at the dance for 
approximately thirty minutes, he returned to his apartment, 
where he remained for the rest of the night. TINCHER stated 
that the only persons he knows of who could establish the fact 
that he was at the dance are a lady whose first name is DOROTHY, 
whom he has seen at other dances, and an unidentified man. He 
said he did not actually contact these people at the dance. 
He claimed that since the dance he was informed casually by the 
above two persons that they had seen him at the dance. TINCHER 
was unable to suggest how these persons could be contacted. He 
stated he had attended dances at the Wesley Hotel on only two 
occasions, the other occasion being Friday, July 6, 1956, 


TINCHER denied emphatically that he had any part in 
the burning of the crosses at the residerces of Government officials 
on July 13 - 14, 1956. He denied that these was any mention of the 
burning of crosses or any suggestion that this should be done in his 
presence, before, during, or after the meeting of the WCC. He also 
stated that no individual in attendance at the meeting had approached 
him in regard to this matter. He claimed that KASPER and FLEMING are 
the only persons whose names he knows who attended the meeting. He 
claimed to have been seated in the back row alone. He was conscious 
of the presence of other persons in front of him, some of whom were 
women. He recalled no identifying characteristic of any of these 
persons. He denied that he had been introduced to any of the members 
or that he bad recognized any of those present as persons he had seen 
before. He estimated that there were fifteen or twenty persons present 
TINCHER also advised that he had not been contacted by anyone who was — 
at the meeting since that time, nor does he have any information as to 
who was involved in the cross burnings. 
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INTERVIEW OF ALEX JAMES HANNA 


ALEX JAMES HANNA, residing at Temple Trailer Village, 
Alexandria, Virginia, and employed as a Linesman at the 
Rockingham Construction Company, 3300 Benning Road, N. E., 
was interviewed by SAs LAURENCE E. DANBOM and WARREN L. = | 
LOVE on July 18, 1956, and furnished the following information: 


_ HANNA first joined the WCC at the Williamston High — 
School at/ Williamston, North Carolina; during the Fall of 
-{955. “ HANNA“teft Jacksonville, North Carolina, on December 3, 
1955, and took up residence in Washington, D. C,. The first 
meeting that he has attended of the WCC in this area was 
during June, 1956, at the Annapolis Hotel, Washington, D. C. 
He attended said meeting at the invitation of JOHN KASPER, 
whom he identified as the organizer for the WCC in the 
Washington, D. C,, area. HANNA produced a WCC membership 
card reflecting his membership in the WCC at Washington, 
D, C. Said membership was for period of one year, expiring 
July 6, 1957. Said membership card was signed by 
NORA DEVER EAUX, 


HANNA stated that JOHN KASPER had requested that 
HANNA accept the chairmanship of the Alexandria, Virginia, 
council of the WCC which was being formulated. HANNA has 
not accepted said chairmanship, but has temporarily acted 
in this position, and in connection therewith, rented Post 
Office Box Number 525 at Alexandria, Virginia, in the name 
of the WCC. 


HANNA claims he returned to his residence from work 
at approximately 6:00 p.m. on July 13, 1956, and prepared to 
go out for the evening because it was his wedding anniversary. 
He and his wife picked up JOHN LEE, who resides on Peyton 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia, at approximately 8:15 p.m., 
who was to accompany them during HANNA's celebration of his 
wedding anniversary. HANNA, his wife, and LEE proceeded to 
the WCC meeting at the American Legion Hall, 3201 Nichols 
Avenue, S. E., Washington, D. C.. in HANNA's 1955 Buick 
automobile having a green body and a white top and bearing 
South Carolina Tags E8797. They arrived at approximately 
9:00 p.m. and entered the American Legion Hall where the 
WCC meeting was then in progress. They remainednmt more 
than 30 minutes. During the attendance of the meeting, JOHN 
KASPER was the only speaker. HANNA stated that during his 
attendance at this meeting there was no discussion or 
suggestion that crosses be burned. The topic of discussion 
at this meeting concerned the recruitment of new members for 
a southeast council of the WCC. HANNA estimated there were 
approximately 15 people in atten dace at this meeting. HANNA 
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alieged the only people he recognized, other than his wife 
and JOHN LEE, was JOHN KASPERand an unidentified man who 
drives a red Studebaker one-half ton pickup’ truck. HANNA 
described this man as being 60 years of age, white, 5'9', 
150 pounds, who walks stoop-shouldered and speaks with a 
foreign accent. This individual is believed by HANNA to 
have retired from previous employment and is presently 
engaged as a handyman or janitor for a school in Falls 
Church, Virginia. This man is believed by HANNA to reside 
in Falls Church, Virginia. HANNA was certain of the above 
individual's residence. but wasnot certain ofhis present 
employment, stating that the schcol where he is employed 
could be located in Fairfax or Arlington Counties. HANNA 
noted that this individual is constantly accompanied by a 
dog who travels in the rear section of the above red truck. 


HANNA, after extensive: questioning, insisted that he, 
his wife, and JOHN LEE departed the above meeting together 
at approximately 9:30 p.m., July 13, 1956, and, in HANNA's 
automobile, proceeded to and entered the Crossroads Restaurant 
in Prince Georges County, Maryland. Subsequent to this, 
HANNA, his wife, and JOHN LEE also visited the Palmer 
Restaurant on the Palmer Highway in Prince Georges County, 
Maryland, and the Piggly-Wiggly Restaurant on U. S. Route 
Number One in Prince Georges County, Maryland. HANNA 
could not estimate the times of his arrival and departure 
from the above restaurants. He estimated that he returned 
to his residence with his wife in Alexandria, Virginia, 
after first leaving JOHN LEE at his residence at approxi- 
mately midnight, July 13, 1956. Further questioning dis- 
closed that he maynot have returned home until approximately 
2:00 a.m. on July 14, 1956. HANNA attributes his uncertainty 
as to time to his condition resulting from the consumption 
of alcoholic beverages. 


HANNA denied that he had any knowledge of any cross 
burnings on the night of July 13-14, 1956, until approximately 
7:30 p.m. on July 14, 1956, at which time he noticed ;+ in 
the newspaper. HANNA persisted in his denial of participating 
in instant cross burnings, and denied suggesting or discussing 
same. HANNA stated he could notsuggest anyone who may have 
participated in instant cross burnings, nor could he suggest 
the identity of anyone whc may have participated in said 
cross burnings. HANNA volunteered that he joined the WCC 
because he favors segregation. HANNA stated that he dis- 
approves of any vidlent or illegal means to preserve 
segregation. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MRS. LAWANDA BRYAN HANNA 


On July 18, 1956, SAs JESSE C, HALL, JR., and 
WOODROW P, LIPSCOMB interviewed Mrs. LAWANDA BRYAN HANNA 
at her residence, which is a house trailer located on Lot — 
145 at the Temple Trailer Park, Telegraph Road, Alexandria, 
Virginia. 


At that time Mrs. HANNA related thet on the evening 
of July 13, 1956, at approximately 8 p.m., she and her husband 
ALEX JAMES HANNA, picked up a friend, JOHN LEE, who resides 
on North Peyton Street, Alexandria, Virginia. Mrs. HANNA 
said that at that time her husband was driving their. personal 
ear, which is a 1955 Buick Special, color gre@m, four door — 
sedan bearing South Carolina license tags E87193. She added 
that her husband had purchased this automobile from the 
Temple Motor Company, Alexandria, Virginia, in August, 1955. 


Mrs. HANNA went on to say that she and her husband 
had invited her husband's friend, Mr. JOHN LEE, to accompany 
them on a celebration of their fifth wedding anniversary. Mrs. 
HANNA said that her husband, ALEX JAMES HANNA, is employed 
as a linesman with the Rockingham Construction Company, 
Benning Road, Washington, D. C. She commented that this 
construction company is associated with or has a contract with 
the Potomac Electric Power Company for several years. She © 
added that Mr. JOHN LEE is an employee of the Potomac Electric 
Power Company, Washington, D. C., and in his work he has 
become acquainted with, and was later a friend of ALEX 
JAMES HANNA. 


Mrs. HANNA said she did not see anything unusual 
in inviting a friend to accompany them on a celebration of 
their fifth wedding anniversary. 


Nrs. HANNA said that her husband drove JOHN LEE and 
herself to a restaurant in the State of Maryland, just beyond 
the District of Columbia. She said she does not know the name 
ef that restaurant or exactly where it is located. She did 
state that the restaurant serves good food, cafeteria style, 
and has a license to serve beer. She does not recall if the 
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establishment sold hard whiskey. This source commented that 
when her husband, Mr. LEE and herself arrived at the 
restaurant, her husband asked for an individual by the name 
of "POP". This person did not appear but from the impression 
she received from her husband and Mr. LEE, each of them has 
eaten at this restaurant on occasions when they have been 
working in that area. According to Mrs. HANNA, neither her 
husband, Mr. LEE or herself met any person at this restaurant, 
nor to her knowledge did Mr. LEE, her husband or herself make any 
telephone calls, from that location. Mrs. HANNA said she 
could not recall the location of this restaurant because 

she is not familiar with Washington, D. C., or the State of 
Maryland, and furthermore, this was the only occasion on 
which she has visited that particular restaurant. 


Mrs. HANNA asserted that they remained at this 
restaurant for approximately 30 minutes, at which time they 
departed and drove to a club known as "The Crossroads.” — 

She also said that she does not know the location of this 
particular club, but that it was not too great a distance 

from the first restaurant. She declined to estimate the 
distance between these two locations. Mrs. HANNA remarked that 
the three of them stayed at the "Crossroads" Club for a 

period of time from two to three hours. During this time, they 
witnessed the floor show of the club. Mrs. HANNA declared 

that while the three of them were at this club neither her 
husband, Mr. LEE or herself met any people with whom they 

were acquainted nor did they make or receive any telephone 
calls, She said they left the "Crossroads" Club after 11 

p.m. She said she does not recall the exact date, and that 

any mention of a particular hour is purely an estimated time. 
She also remarked that while they were at this club the three 
of them only drank beer. 


According to Mrs. HANNA, after leaving the 
"Crossroads" Club, her husband, still driving his own automo- 
bile, they went to the Hubbard House, a roadhouse restaurant 
located near the Pentagon Building in Virginia. At this place 
they had sandwiches and coffee. 
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Mrs. HANNA advised that after consuming their 
food, and talking for a period of time, her husband drove 
Mr. LEE to his home on North Peyton Street, Alexandria, — 
Virginia, and after dropping Mr. LEE off, the two of them 
continued on to their home, where they arrived between the 
heurs of 1:30 and 2:00 a.m., July 14, 1956. 


Mrs. HANNA was emphatic in declaring that she 
and her husband remained at home the entire night after 
arriving there at the above estimated hour, and that as 
far as she is aware, her husband was not in contact with any 
person after their arrival at home. 


Mrs. HANNA stated that she does not know any person 
in the trailer village who saw them come home, and that 
she does not know any person by whom she could prove that 
she and her husband did arrive home at the time between 1:30 
and 2:60 a.m., on July 14, 1956. 


Mrs. HANNA stated that the only iformation she has 
ecencerning the burning of any crosses in the District of 
Columbia or the State of Maryland during the night of July 13, 
or early morning of July 14, 1956, is what she heard on the 
radio or saw in the newspaper on July 14 or July 15, 1956. 


She said she is definitely opposed to any such 
activity and she is very certain that her husband, ALEX JAMES 
BANNA, is equally opposed to the burning of crosses. She 
related that several years ago when the Klu Klux Klan was 
burning crosses in the State of South Carolina, she heard 
her husband make statements indicating that he disapproved of 
such activity. 


Mrs. HANNA remarked that her husband ALEX JAMES 
HANNA, is a member of the White Citizen's Council in the town 
of Andrews, Williamsburg County, South Carolina. Mrs. HANNA . 
stated that she is not a member of any White Citizen's Council, 
but that her father, LOLLIE B. FRYAN, Route 1, Box 146, 
Andrews, South Carolina, is a member of the White Citizen's 
Council in the town of Andrews, South Carolina. 
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Mrs. HANNA said that her husband has attended three 
meetings of the White Citizen's Council in Washington, D. C. 
She said on one of these occasions the meeting was supposed 
to have been held in a hall, the property of Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, but for some reason the meeting was held at the 
Ambassador Hotel, Washington, D. C. She went on to add that 
ALEX JAMES HANNA attended a meeting of the White Citizen's 
Council on June 29, 1956, and also attended a meeting on the 
following Friday, July 6, 1956. She said she does not 
know where these last two meetings were held, nor does she 
know who was in attendance at those meetings. Mrs. HANNA said 
that the only reason that the first meeting was held in the 
Ambassador Hotel was that ter husband had told her that for 
some reason not stated to her, it was necessary that the place 
of the meeting be changed from ene VFW Halil to the Ambassador 
Hotel. Raves 


Mrs. HANNA stated that she knows nothing about the 
burning of crosses and that to her knowledge her husband has 
never told her that such a subject was discussed at any 
meeting of the White Citizen's Council. She further added that 
her husband does not tell her his activity, either at work or 
after hours, and that at no time has he told her anything about 
his activity with the White Citizen's Council. 


Mrs. HANNA declared that she has never attended a 
meeting of the White Citizen's Council, and that she has never 
been a member of any White Citizen's Council. She remarked 
that in South Carolina her father is a member of the White 
Citizen's Council, and it practices that only one member of 
a family be a member of the White Citizen's Council. She also 
said she dees not know if that is the same practice of the 
White Citizen's Council in Virginia or the District of Columbia. 


According to Mrs. HANNA, she does not know if there 
is a White Citizen's Council in Virginia, but she made reference 
to an occasion wherein her husband requested her to apply for 
2 post box to be listed in the name of the White Citizen's 
Council. She said that at the instructions of her husband, 
in late June, 1956, she applied for a post box at the main 
post office, Alexandria, Virginia. She said her husband and 


- 15 - 


WFO89=42 
WPL: vir 


she rented a post box in the name of the White Citizen's 
Council of Alexandria, and that she and her husband signed 
the application for this post box. She went on to say 

that on July 11, 1956, the post office assigned Post Office 
Box 525 at the main office, Alexandria, Virginia, to the 
White Citizen's Council of Alexandria. 


On that date, according to Mrs. HANNA, she was 
issued a key to the box. She added that her husband gave 
her the $3 with which to pay the box rent. She also said 
she does not know if this money came from the White Citizen's 
Council but that on the evening of July 13, 19°6, she saw 
her husband give the key to Post Office Box 525 to Mr. JOHN 
LEE. Mrs. HANNA said she assumed that Mr. LEE is a member 
of the White Citizen's Council. but that she does not know 
the location of that White Citizen's Council to which Mr. LEE 
belongs. Mrs. HANNA volunteered that she is definitely against 
the proposal of gending her children to school with "Niggers", 
and that if the White Citizen's Council helps keep her 
children from going to school with "Niggers" and stays within 
the law in doing so, she would support the White Citizen's 
Council. 


Mrs. HANNA was questioned concerning the identities 
of individuals attending the reported meeting of the White 
Citizen's Council on July 13, 1956, andl she said that she was 
not present at that meeting, and that she does not have any 
information as -to the identities of any individuals attending 
that meeting or any other meeting of the White Citizen's 
Council. She hastened to add that as she already mentioned, 
her husband attended three meetings of the White Citizen's 
Council. 


Mrs. HANNA also stated that she does not have any 
idea as to anything di$cussed at any meeting of the White 
Citizen's Council, and she definitely does not know if anything 
was discussed concerning the burning of crosses, 


Effortea were made to determine from Mrs. HANNA the 
identities.of the owners of several motor vehicles reported to 
have been used by members of the White Citizen's Council during 
the evening of July 13, 1956, and the early morning of July 14, 
1956, with negative results. 


= {6s 


WFO 89-12 
JFD:C("'B/fte 


INTERVIEW WITH MRS. MAUD CHAMBERS HOCKETT 


On July 18, 1956, Special Agents JAMES F. DURKIN, Jr., and 
CHARLES M. BEALL interviewed Mrs. MAUD CHAMBERS at her residence at 
1115 Maryland Avenue, N. E. The interview was conducted on the front 
porch of her residence at that address and no other persons were present. 


Mrs. HOCKETT denied membership in, or ever attending any 
meetings, of the WCC. She volunteered that the only group with which 
she has ever been affiliated is her church, the Presbyterian Church of 
Takoma Park, Maryland. 


In answer to a specific question she stated that she never 
heard any discussion of, or had any knowledge of, the burning of crosses 
until the incident came out in the press. Mrs. HOCKETT reiterated her 
statements she had made during the interview of her husband, FRED FOCKRTT, 
on July 15, that she had been at home on Friday evening, duly 13, and 
Saturday morning, July 1h. For purvoses of information, Mrs. HOCKRTT 
had volunteered the information that she is originally from Roxboro, North 
Carolina, and is employed at the Washington News Company, 1121 Fifth 
Street, N. W. Although apparently co-operative during instant interview 
she refused to furnish any other background information. 
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On July 18, 1956, Special Agents CHARLES KM, 
BEALL, JR., and JAMES F. DURKIN, JR., interviewed — 
FRED HOCEETT at his place of résidénce, 1115 Maryland 
Avenuc, N.E. The whole interviéy of HOCKETT was 


Investigation in this case and It was ‘specificell; 


1. Allegetions that HOCKETT had, in fact, been 
present at a meeting of the WCC which tool: place 
n the evening of Friday; July 15, 1956, at 

the Americcn Legion Hall? Nichols and Alabama 

Avenucg 5.5. 


2. Tnst HCCKETT hed, in ‘fact, transported four 
crosses in his 1947 or 1948 Plymouth station 
wagon to the meeting. 


3. That HOCRETT had; after the meeting, 
trensported these crosses in his cer toa 

ceed end strect approxinetcly two blecks 

from the Hall where he had essisted in placing 
them’ on the street pivement and had peured 
kerosene on the cresses. 
4, That, in company with others, HOCRETT had 
then by e circuitous route proceccec to the 
Shernton Park Hotel where he had assisted in 
planting and setting fire to these crosses. 
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To the above allegétions, HOCKETT mede an 
absolute denial and reiterated his previotis stctement that he 
had never attended a meeting of the WCC and had not; 
in any way, participated in the burning of the crosses. 

He again stated that he had been at home on Friday 
evening, July 13, 1956, and Saturdiy' morning, July 14, 
1956, and had ample witnesses to prove this. HOCKETT 
again rofused to furnish thé nemes of these witnesses 

and did relate the following: 

‘He advised that he Enew the’ Metropolitan Police 
Department had been conducting ah investigation im his 
neigiuvorhoed and, in fact, one of his neighbors had 
volunteered information to HOCKETT tht she knew his 


group. He answered in the negative to this question 
stating that he had never ettended any meetings. Reictive 
to organizations, HOCKETT again stated that he would be 


torn down by the Supreme Court. 
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At this point in the interview, HOCKETT stated 
that he had in the past few days located and talked to 
ene JOHN LEE whom he understands was involved in instant 
cross burning. It might be pointed out at this time thet dur- 
ing ‘he interview with HOCKETT on Sunday, July 15, 1956, 
he was asked the question whether or not he was acquainted 
with a JOHN LEE or RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY and HOCKETT had> 
replicd in the negative. No further background information 
regarding LEE or ROWLEY was furnished to HOCKETT during 
the July 15, 1956, interview. 

Regarding the locatifig of LEE by HOCKETT, it 
should be pointed out that @ check of the Weshingten, D.C., 
Telephone Directory reflects numerous JOHN LEEs. HOCKETT 
further stated that when he had located LEE, LEE had told 
him, WOCKETT, thet he had never seen him before. He also 
told HOCKETT thet he at no tine hed’ admitted to any person 
thet he, LEE, had been involved in the cross burning or 
in any wey had implicated anyone else. According to 
HGCEETYT, LEE advisea that he did know a FRED HOCKETT; 
however, it was not the subject. 


HOCEETT then explained to interviewing Agents 
that he has a son oy 2 former marriage, one FRED HOCKETT, 
JR., and thet LEE edvised him that he had "broken in" 
the younger HOCKETT in his jos. HOCKETT was then questioned 
relative to his son, and he stated that he is approximately 
28 years of age end is believed to live in the Weshington 
aree, HUGCKETT further stated that he has not seen his 
son for PPE or sue tory 10 years and the lest time he hes 
spoken to him was over the telephone about six years ago. 
HOCKETT then steted that his son was 2 good boy and would 
not become involved in an incident of this nature. 


After the above meager information was furnished 
by HOCKETT about his son, he obviously became rether upset 
that he hed uncensciously possibly limplicated his son in 
this matter and categoricelly refused to furnish any other 
infermation about him. 
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HOCKETT was asked if he would sign papers 
giving permission to the Federal Bureau of Investigation to 
search his home and automobile. “HOCKETT stated that under 
no circumstances as fér as he was concerned could anyone 
search his home or automobile without first serving *legal 
warrants." He statod that this was not only his fecling, 
but he had been advised to take this stand by his attorney. 
HGCKETT stated that there was nothing to hide in cither his 
home or his car, but he still would not give permission. 
it was at this point that HOCKETT added that his lawyer 
had also told him not to even atiswer questions. It is 
believed pertinent to set cut thet severel times during the 
interview HOCKETT stated that a man would be foolish to © 
implicate himself in "conspiracy." All curing the interview 
HOCKETT on many occasions advised.that he was in full 
accord with the action taken by these who burned the crosses, 
however, he was not in any way involved. When asked his 
reasen for bringing up "conspiracy," HOCKETT did not further 
enlighten the Agents along this line. As in the previous 
interview HOCKETT, at the inception of instant interview, 
stated that he would not admit the burning of crosses even 
if he had been involved. At the end. of the interview, 
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however, upon direct questioning, he stated that if he 
had been involved, he would be proud of it and admit it. 


Throughout the interview HOCKETT expressed 
great admiration for ROWLEY, indicated that he was in 
full accord with what ROWLEY did, ahd stated that ROWLEY 
should be "acclaimed a national hero:" “When pressed abeut 
his reluctence to make a full-disclosure of his knowledge 
‘ef this incident to the Agents; he “stated that ifa 
congressional investigation was instituted, he would be 
glad to testify avout his feelings about segregation and 
perticularly the Supreme Court's decision on integration. 
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Gn July 18, 1956, Specia al stig WOODROW P. 
LIPSCONS and SAMUEL WW. WEST, a ‘contacted LEE at his 
resigence for the purpose’ of interviewing him with 
further regard to this case. LEE answered the doer and 
refus 30d to be interviewed, stating he did not desire to 
furnish any further information with respect to this 
mett cer e 
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BALTIMORE OFFICE (INFORMATION) | : | 
A copy of this report is being designated 
for the Baltimore Office for information 
because it pertains to the activity of 
their Division, 

RICHMOND OFFICE (INFORMATION) 7 
A copy of this report is being designated 
for the Richmond Office for information 
because it pertains to the activity of 
their Division. 


REFERENCE: Airtels from Washington Field to Bureau 
dated July 18, 1956. 
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RONALD EUGENE ROWLEY, et at 
Chief Justice EARL-WARKEN, 6 P eevicris 
AFO 
ERNEST CUNNINGHAM, 1821 16th St., SE, identified and 
interviewed today. States he attended 7/13 meeting of WCC and 
temporarily acted as secreteary-treasurer. Has no info concerning 
cross burnings. : 
Efforts Gontinued to identify unknown subject, driver 
of red truck, negative. 
Firemen on duty night of 7/13 at firehouse in vicinity of 
American Legion Hall where meeting held on 7/A\3 last interviewed , 
with negative regults. 
ROWLEY accompanied by relative contacted FO afternoon of 
T/lo /56 to furnish additional info. He has been interviewed intensively 
and is in process:of furnishing detailed signed statement in an effort 
to fil] in all apparent gapsin information he has furnished in prior 
. interviews. Interview no completed and statement being prepared for 
» his review and signature. KO.LEY will be available in-this cormection. 


His statements generally conform to statements previously 
made by him. During latter stages of interview, when again questioned 
concerning burning of crosses near Beltsville, bd., ROWLEY advised Ma 
that after he agreed to participate in cross burnings, night of 7/13, “ 
he asked KASPER if any other crosses were to be burned. ROWLEY stated 
KASPER responded that PIEXCE (ph) of the Maryland Petition Committee 
(MPC) wos going to take care of one some plate else. 


Info concerning this Committee is known to the BA Office, 
and the Resident Agents at Hyattsville are mking inquiries to identify 
and interview FISRCK thru the known Chairman of the “PC, who is 
HERBERT MERTZ, Jr., 67359 Fairfax Rd., Chevy Chase, ld. 
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